
From: Joe Weismann
To: Camper, Larry
Cc: Suber, Gregory; Heath, Maurice; Chad Hyslop
Subject: Withdrawal of Exemption Request - Docket #04038368
Date: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:19:03 PM
Attachments: Letter to NRC - Withdrawal of USEI Exemption Request for SPFM_031014.pdf

Larry;
Attached please find a letter from US Ecology, Inc. formally requesting withdrawal of our Request
for Exemptions for the Studsvik Processing Facility project in Memphis, TN, submitted to NRC on
June 14, 2013.  We are no longer pursuing a business arrangement with Studsvik and therefore do
not require approval of this project from NRC.  NRC review was being performed under Docket
#04038368.
 
Also included in the attached letter is a request for NRC to proceed with review and approval of
USEI’s Site-Specific Dose Assessment (SSDA) Methodology.  I discussed our intentions to pursue this
path with Mr. Gregory Suber while we were at the Waste Management conference in Phoenix last
week.  We would welcome the opportunity to come to Rockville to discuss this request as well as
perform a demonstration of the SSDA tools.  We think this represents a substantial improvement in
how alternate disposal requests are submitted and reviewed and look forward to obtaining approval
from NRC for its use.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Best regards,
 
Joseph J. Weismann, CHP |  VP,  Radiological  Programs  and  Field  Services
 

251 E.  Front  St .
Suite 400
Boise,  Idaho  83702
Tel:  208.319.1634  |  Fax:  208.331.7900
jweismann@usecology.com
 

“Unequaled Service Excellence”
 
This email and all  attachments are intended for the person or entity to which they are addressed. The information in these
emails/attachments may be privileged, confidential,  or otherwise protected from disclosure and all  persons are advised that they may
face penalties under state or federal law for sharing this  information with unauthorized individuals. If you received this  information in
error, please delete immediately and call this  office at (208) 319-1634.
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March 10, 2014 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
ATTN: Mr. Larry Camper 
Director, Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection, FSME/DWMEP 
Two White Flint North 
11545 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852‐2738 
 
SUBJECT:  Withdrawal of Request for Exemptions under 10CFR 30.11, 10CFR 40.14, and 10CFR 70.17 


for Alternate Disposal of Wastes from the Studsvik Processing Facility in Memphis, 
Tennessee, under 10CFR20.2002.  Docket # 04038368 


Dear Mr. Camper: 
 


This is to inform you that US Ecology, Inc. wishes to formally withdraw its request for NRC 
review and approval of the Request for Exemption package submitted on June 14, 2013 (Docket 
#04038368).  The purpose for the withdrawal is a change in working relationship between the named 
parties.  US Ecology therefore requests that the NRC cease all review activities by the staff on the above 
referenced exemption request at this time. 
 


As an alternative to the exemption request, US Ecology hereby requests continued review of our 
Site Specific Dose Assessment Methodology (SSDA) that was provided as part of the former submission. 
The purpose of the SSDA is to establish bounding risk‐based performance criteria for a library of 
radionuclides and waste handling and disposal procedures at our US Ecology Idaho facility (USEI) that 
can be pre‐approved by the NRC.  These pre‐approved criteria can then be used by any licensee for 
purposes of obtaining approval for alternate disposal of wastes at USEI per 10CFR20.2002.  We believe 
that the SSDA represents significant process improvements in preparation and review of alternate 
disposal authorization submittals while providing thorough, consistent, and accurate technical analysis 
of the USEI facility and proposed licensee waste streams.  These improvements should manifest 
themselves into review efficiencies and cost savings for both USEI and NRC while maintaining the 
agency’s high standards for quality and safety.  A Technical Basis Document explaining the functionality 
of the SSDA was provided in Attachment 8 of Enclosure 2 of the previous submittal. 


 
Upon conclusion of NRC’s review, we seek a Safety Evaluation Report (SER) approving use of the 


SSDA methodology on future licensee alternate disposal submittals under 10 CFR 20.2002.  We also 
request conditional approval of 10 CFR 30.11, 40.14 and 70.17 exemptions for USEI, contingent and 
approval of a licensee’s specific request for alternate disposal.  We also seek NRC’s confirmation within 
the SER and accompanying cover letter on the process moving forward – namely that NRC will confine 
its review of a licensee’s alternate disposal request to the quality of the generator’s data, and use the 
SSDA workbook for modeling doses to the public and the environment. Finally, that this enhanced 
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process will allow NRC to accelerate the technical portion of its review, allowing more timely publication 
of the required case‐specific Environmental Assessment and FONSI; approval of alternate disposal 
procedures per 10 CFR 20.2002; and publication of applicable exemptions to USEI. 


 
We look forward to your reply.  If you have any questions or wish to discuss this request further, 


I can be reached at (208) 319‐1634 or jweismann@usecology.com. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Joseph J. Weismann, CHP 
Vice President of Radiological Programs and Field Services 
US Ecology, Inc. 
 
Cc:  File 


Mr. Gregory Suber, NRC/FSME/DWMEP 
Mr. Maurice Heath, NRC/FSME/DWMEP 
Mr. Chad Hyslop, US Ecology 






