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General Comment
Sewer discharge

Clarification is requested as to whether or not compliance with 10 CFR 20.2003 (or Aoreement State equlvalent)
is sufficient or whether additional compliance with local resolution is also required.

A local sewer district states that a discharge of any radioactive liquid waste into the sanitary sewer according to
10 CFR 20.2003 is a violation of local sewer resolution. The district claimed that such a discharge had to be
approved by the district even though the district resolution didn’t define “radioactive waste.” State regulators
(an Agreement State) stated that local governments could make more restrictive rules than the federal and state
regulations for radiation protection and didn’t see an issue with the district’s claim.

It is my understanding based on the below citation (42 USC § 2021) that local regulators cannot preempt federal
radiation protection regulations.

42 USC § 2021

(k) State regulation of activities for certain purposes

Nothing in thls section shall be construed to affect the authorlty of any State or local agency to regulate
activities for purposes other than protection against radiation hazards
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