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Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Re: Docket No. 40-9075-MLA 
ASLBP No. 1 0-898-02-MLA-BD01 

Good Morning. My name is Sarah Peterson. I am a grandmother. I raised my 
30-year-old daughter without child support, who has her Masters in Art Education 
and is teaching in Fort Washakee, Wyoming. I left my ex-husband when she 
was 3 months old after he assaulted me with her in my arms. I am a recovering 
alcoholic with 28 years of sobriety. After getting sober, I earned my Bachelors of 
Science Degree in Human Services from Metropolitan State University in Denver, 
Colorado. I have worked in this field since 1998 as a Drug Alcohol counselor, a 
Homeless Case Manager and since 2004, as a Mental Health Case Manager. I 
have been working with people with chronic mental illness in Fall River, Custer 
and Shannon Counties. I work with individuals and families to overcome their 
barriers to self-sufficiency. Through counseling, I work with my clients to identify 
and change their negative behaviors, in order to empower them, to attain their 
personal goals and improve their quality of life. 

I moved to Hot Springs in 2002 from Denver. I fell in love with the Black Hills in 
1989 after spending only a few hours swimming in Cold Brook Reservoir, while a 
traveling companion was getting stitched up at the old Fall River Hospital. The 
water was clear, clean and soothing on a very hot August day, much like the 
mountain snow melt water in the reservoirs in Colorado. The only difference is, 
the water HERE is warmer then 33 degrees and people can swim in it. 

I moved to Hot Springs because of the abundant, clean natural spring water. 
have known for along time, water is our most precious resource. Water is 
becoming scarce and endangered. My move was all about the water. 
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The current mineral content of our spring water in Hot Springs is beneficial to life. 
The healing waters have been known for many centuries by the people who lived 
here. Most recently in the prehistoric past of the Fall River area, just a mere 200 
years ago and before the Americans came to the Black Hills to mine gold, the 
Lakota and Shoshone battled over the sacred, healing, warm spring waters in 
present day Hot Springs. That is how Battle Mountain was named. 

like the Lakota and Shoshone, the healing spring water is why the VA Hospital 
was build in Hot Springs, at a time in western medicine, when pristine mineral 
spring water was considered healing. 

Our Fall River is fed by the Madison aquifer's artesian springs in our valley, 
starting about half way up Hot Brook canyon. When the water level of the 
Madison Aquifer falls, the hydraulic pressure will no longer provide the artesian 
springs we now have. The springs will stop and the Fall River will dry up. Our 
beautiful lush valley will become a desert. Our property values will fall. We will 
lose tourism dollars as our lush and hospitable town will dry up. Our spring fed 
Evans Plunge, which the City of Hot Springs now owns, will also dry up. This is 
clearly not in the best interest of the public in Fall River County. 

My job as a Case Manager was to work with people in their homes. In 
Edgemont, I was offered store bought water. My clients told me the water in 
Edgemont was not safe for cooking or drinking due to the uranium mining and 
processing in the 50's and 60's, that was never.cleaned up. They had to use 
store bought water or water that was purcha~Ofrom the municipal pump in Hot 
Springs. I had a client who had large open wound in her abdomen from an 
intestinal surgery over 15 years old, that wouldn't heal. Finally, a new visiting 
nurses advised my client to cover her wound when showering with plastic, so 
none of the Edgemont tap water would get in it. My client's wound started closing 
and healing for the first time in 15 years after this simple change in treatment. 
Edgemont water is not healing water. 

The current level of contaminants in the Edgemont City water has not been in the 
best interest of my client for 15 years. If one cannot drink the water in Edgemont 
now, what is additional uranium mining going to do? This is not a good idea and 
is not in the best interest of the people in Edgemont bathing their babies and 
themselves in this toxic water. 

I have a friend who attended High School in Edgemont in 1956. She moved 
from a pristine ranch on the Rose Bud Reservation to live with relatives in 
Edgemont. She felt Edgemont was depressed and dirty during this time of the 
uranium mining and processing boom days. 
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My friend was happy to return to the Ranch at Rosebud and recalled how her 
grandfather would always say, "Keep your water rights because WATER IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE. Never sell the water." What would this old 
man think if he were alive today, about GIVING a mining company 9,000 gallons 
of water a minute, for 20 years, for free? 

She talked about returning to Edgemont last summer for the first time in 57 years 
to visit her husband's uncle's graves. Her husband's 2 uncles died of cancer after 
working in the processing mill in downtown Edgemont. 

Everything I have read about water qualities after In Situ mining states, the EPA 
has consistently and in every case, had to "RELAX" water standards to 
accommodate the contaminates in the waste water being sprayed on the ground 
or pumped back into the aquifers. The water is never restored to the original 
clean level. Of course, this can never be proven if extensive base line water 
tests are not done. 

The Madison and lnyan Kara aquifers below the Dewey/Burdock area are not 
only used by Edgemont, but also many western Counties in South Dakota, as 
well as Wyoming and Montana. The risks of further contamination are not in the 
public's best interest now or in the future. 

Colorado sold the Colorado River to California, Nevada and Arizona, at a time, 
the population of Colorado was not even 1 million people and money was scarce. 
The decision makers were motivated by money and locked in at a price that is 
only worth pennies on the dollar today. They didn't consider the negative effects 
on future generations. Now the population of the Denver Metro area alone, is 
over 3 million and growing. There is no longer abundant water in Colorado. 
THAT DECISION WAS SHORT SIGHTED. The people of Colorado are now 
suffering as a result of the grave mistake, that was decided for them. The State 
sold the public's water and now the public has been left high and dry. 

Clean water is more precious then all the gold, uranium, oil, natural gas and rare 
earth minerals still in the ground. Clean water, not only for us humans, but all 
living things on the face of the earth, is what keeps this planet alive. Without 
fresh, clean, abundant water our planet and everything on it is dead. WE are 
endangered if our water is given away for free or at any cost, so that US stock 
holders and foreign corporations can make money and dry up our County. This is 
not in the public's, AS IN ALL LIFE'S, best interest. 
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MONEY is the life blood of corporations. WATER is the life blood of all living 
things, now and forever. 

I would thank you to PLEASE, not permit 9,000 gallons of OUR WATER and 
OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS WATER per minute, for 20 years for free, or at 
any price. This is not a good idea and is not in the public's best interest. 

And I thank you for your time and consideration. It's all about the water. 

I also have over 1 ,000 signatures on petition to protect our water from the 
proposed Uranium mining in the Dewey/Burdock area as of today. I hope to 
have another 2,000 plus to present to you at the time of her hearing. 

Sarah Peterson 




