
 

Meeting Summary for SMR Conference Call with NRC on 
February 6 

 
The meeting began with an introduction of attendees in person and those on the phone bridge.  
 
Attendees in the room are listed at the end of this summary.  Many of the callers and others who  
requested access are listed: 
 
Gene Imbro, AdSTM  
Russ Wells, B&W 
Dale Matthews, B&W 
Renaldo Szilard, INL 
Phil Moor, Highbridge 
Steve Stamm, ANS 
Randall Morrill, NuScale 
Kevin Ennis, ASME 
Ralph Hill, Westinghouse, ASME Section III Chair 
Steve Cook, et. al. CNSC   
George Thomas, NRC 
Jana Bergman, Scientec 
Beatrice Brailsford, Snake River Alliance 
Richard Schultz, INL 
M. V. Ramana, Princeton University 
Jodi Rapp, NuScale 
 
The 1 hr. meeting started with Dick Black explaining why the meeting was requested.  Dick Black 
 and Gene Imbro have been contracted through ASME to create a roadmap for meeting the codes  
and standards needs for supporting SMRs.  They requested a meeting to discuss potential licensing  
issues that NRC is aware of with regard to SMR licensing that may need to be addressed by vendors  
or licensees and, the licensing processes that will be used... to the extent that is known.  Other topics  
to discuss are areas that have been identified by the NRC, to date, where the ASME Sec III, XI and  
the ASME OM or any other ASME or non-ASME Codes and Standards need to be modified to  
facilitate NRC licensing of SMRs. 
 
The subject matter discussed focused primarily on meeting agenda item 5.  
 
5. Discuss any unique design features of SMRs (See examples below) that may present challenge 

for NRC review and may benefit from ASME development or modification of Code or Standard  
a. Extended fuel cycle and its impact on the ISI interval.  
b. Underground facility installation determination of ground motion response spectra and seismic 

analyses.  
c. Containment Design something other than Section III, NE “Metallic Containments.  
d. Integral design of reactor coolant system addressing Inservice Testing (IST) of components (OM 

Code) and  Inservice Examination (ISI) of components (ASME Sec XI).  The discussion 
included the need for additional information to make a determination of what standards would be 



 

needed. 
e. Submerged Integral Reactor Coolant System including Materials issues and new ISI/IST 

challenges for access etc.  
f. Categorization of Components 
 
As for item a. there was some discussion of one or more of the vendors imposing an 8 year  
inspection interval and following accumulated operating experience then requesting extension to  
12 years.  Discussion regarding items b thru f. was provided in general terms. A main point made  
indicated that the specifics of the design would need to be known in order questions of this nature,  
but generally there is sufficient regulatory structure to assess the SMR designs.  The discussion  
included the need for additional information to make a determination of what standards would be  
needed.  The NRO attendee’s suggested that Vendors carry most of the weight for identifying issues  
for which code and standard work may be required.  NRO explained that there would be a design 
specific safety review plan for each design.   NRO reiterated that it would be untimely to address  
these specific issues for the design certifications planned for submittal in the near term.  A difficulty  
existing because details of the designs will not be known until the design is submitted.  Additionally  
they expressed the inability to discuss proprietary design information in a public meeting in cases  
where they may know of concerns the staff has. The point was made that given Section XI and OM  
Code requirements are addressed in the licensee’s operating program, the time available to address  
those issues, e.g. ISI and surveillance requirements is much more likely to be accomplished in a  
timely manner.   
  
Other agenda topics were not addressed due to the limitation of scheduled time.  However, it was  
identified that further meetings would be accommodated, and that the NRC was participating with  
The Nuclear Energy Standards Coordination Collaborative (NESCC), a joint initiative of the  
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the National Institute for Standards and  
Technology (NIST), to identify and respond to the current needs of the nuclear industry.  The  
NESCC is in regular contact with many standards development organizations and government  
agencies.   
 
A limited amount of conversation time was undertaken to conclude the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
People who are interested in collaborating on standards related to the nuclear industry are  
encouraged to contact the NESCC,  
http://www.ansi.org/standards_activities/standards_boards_panels/nescc/overview.aspx?menuid=3. 
 
For further information pertaining to this meeting  contact: Rick Jervey at 301/251-7404,  
Richard.Jervey@nrc.gov. 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 


