
 
 

February 6, 2014 
 
 
 
Dr. Henry C. Brenner and 
  Mrs. Kristine Cohen Brenner 
1801 Dorchester Road 
Apt. 2K 
Brooklyn, NY 11226 
 
Dear Dr. Brenner and Mrs. Brenner: 
 
I am responding to your letter dated December 18, 2013, to the Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC).  While we have no direct role in overseeing actions at the 
Fukushima site, the NRC is cooperating with our counterpart agency in Japan, the Nuclear 
Regulation Authority (NRA).  Other United States Federal agencies are also offering assistance 
to Japan in their efforts to address the ongoing cleanup and decommissioning of the damaged 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station.   
 
As you mentioned in your letter, there are problems at the site and some releases of radioactive 
materials into the Pacific Ocean have occurred, not only as a direct result of the accident, but 
also from contaminated water that has bypassed barriers or leaked from interim storage 
systems.  The concentrations of radioactive elements within the ocean waters remain very low 
off the coast of Japan and even less off the coast of North America – orders of magnitude below 
the concentrations established by the US and international bodies for the protection of public 
health and the environment.  We can measure and predict the movement of these low 
concentrations long before they could reach levels that could affect the environment.  The NRC 
has prepared and posted on its website a description of status of the Fukushima Daiichi site 
(including some of the ongoing problems) as well as links to other agencies and sources of 
information (e.g., Food and Drug Administration, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration).  The website is: http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/ML1326/ML13263A306.pdf.  This 
can also be accessed from the NRC homepage, www.nrc.gov, by going to the Japan Lessons-
Learned section under the Spotlight heading.  
 
In regard to your questions about the spent nuclear fuel at Fukushima Daiichi, the company 
responsible for operations at the site and the Japanese government have assessed the safety 
of the spent fuel pools, including their ability to withstand additional seismic events.  Fuel 
assemblies are currently being moved from the damaged reactor building of Unit 4 at the 
Fukushima Daiichi facility and into a storage pool that was undamaged by the accident.   These 
and other aspects of the cleanup are being coordinated within Japan and when needed, with 
United States and international organizations.  The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
has assessed the activities related to Fukushima Daiichi and has issued several reports, 
available on their website at www.iaea.org, on the possible lessons to be learned from the 
accident and the progress being made in the cleanup of the site.  Unfortunately, there have also 
been numerous inaccurate and sensational stories about the site and the radioactive materials 
released from the site.  The most reliable sources of information are official sources, such as the 
Japanese NRA (http://www.nsr.go.jp/english/), the IAEA, or the various postings from United 
States agencies.   
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Descriptions of the various activities that the NRC has undertaken to address lessons learned 
from the Fukushima accident and possible implications for nuclear power plants in the United 
States are available at the following page on the NRC website:  
 http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/ops-experience/japan-dashboard.html. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions about the NRC, or our 
response to the lessons learned from the Fukushima Daiichi accident.  You can reach me by 
letter or via email at william.reckley@nrc.gov or by writing to: 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/RA/ 

    
 
William D. Reckley, Chief 

      Policy and Support Branch 
      Japan Lessons Learned Project Directorate 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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