
 
 
 
      May 9, 2014 
 
 
 
Ms. Diane Curran 
Harmon, Curran, Spielberg & Eisenberg, L.L.P. 
1726 M Street, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Dear Ms. Curran: 
 

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
letter dated January 16, 2014, on behalf of 33 environmental organizations, regarding the 
expedited transfer of spent fuel to dry cask storage.  Your letter expressed the need for further 
analysis of spent fuel pool risks, and reiterated what you regard as the technical inadequacies of 
the NRC staff’s analyses in SECY-13-0112, “Consequence Study of a Beyond-Design-Basis 
Earthquake Affecting the Spent Fuel Pool for a U.S. Mark I Boiling-Water Reactor” and 
COMSECY-13-0030, “Staff Evaluation and Recommendation for Japan Lessons Learned Tier 3 
Issue on Expedited Transfer of Spent Fuel.” 

 
The NRC has since received and docketed your petition PRM-51-31 for rulemaking that 

was submitted on February 18, 2014 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML14113A129).  It requests us to consider, in all pending and 
future reactor licensing and re-licensing decisions, new and significant information (i.e., the 
staff’s analysis) bearing on the environmental impacts of high-density pool storage in reactor 
pools and alternatives for avoiding or mitigating those impacts.  Because your petition is 
currently pending before the Commission, we cannot respond directly to your concerns right 
now but the NRC staff will consider your comments as part of our review of your petition. 

 
The NRC also is evaluating your three other petitions for rulemaking (submitted on 

behalf of various organizations), PRM-51-15 (ADAMS Accession No. ML11236A322), PRM-51-
16 (ADAMS Accession No. ML11223A291), and PRM-51-30 (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML14029A124), which also request that changes be made to NRC regulations in Title 10 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 with respect to spent fuel storage.  The NRC will consider 
your comments and use the established petition process to evaluate the specific requests.   

 
Thank you for your continued involvement regarding these expedited transfer issues.  

We appreciate the important role that you and other nongovernmental organizations have in 
ensuring public health and safety, as well as protection of the environment. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Allison M. Macfarlane 


