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The Honorable Allison MacFarlane 
Chairman 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-1604 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Dear Chaim1an MacFarlane, 

Januat'Y 2. 2014 
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Nuclear energy .is a ve1-y important part of the economy of Tennessee, including the districts we 
represent One of the by-products ofnuclear power is the low level radioactive waste that is 
created by nuclear power plants and other genet·atou. For many years there were not adequate 
disposal options for low level waste. As a result much of that waste has remained on site at our 
nation's nuclear power plants. In 2009 lhe Conunission's "Review of the Need for Rule Making 
and/or Regulatory Guidance 011 Low-Level Radioactive Waste Storagel' (SECY 09~0188) re.P,orts 
that there are 85 nuclear power plants without disposal capacity for Class B and C waste, which 
accumulates a total of 17 ~000-21 ,250ft! ofthis waste per year. · 

Today there are viable options for pennanent disposal of all classes of low level radioactive 
waste. We understand that while the NRC has allowed licensees to stot·e such waste on site, .it is 
the policy of the NRC that the pref~tTed method fo.r handling such waste is for it to be sent to 
licensed pennanent disposal facilities. 

We request the Commission. provide us with an update to the information. it has about low level 
radioactive waste being stored on site. Please share with us your CUll'ent assessment of the total 
amount of low level nuclear waste stored on site at NRC licensed facilities. Also include a 
breakdown o.fhow much of each class oflow level waste is stored an site. 

We appreciate your attention to this matter. Please don't hesitate to contact either of ow· offices 
should you have any questions. 

J)._j 1>12~ 
DavidP.Roe 

Member of Congress TN-01 

Sincerely, 

~ok2u~ 
Member of Congress. TN-07 
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