
MEMORANDUM FOR: Frank Wenslawski, Chief FRPS 

FROM: Louis C. Carson II, Radiation Specialist 
Facilities Radiological Protection Section 

SUBJECT: SAN ONOFRE, UNIT 1 PASS CONTROL PANEL ROOM 
CONFINED AREA (OSHA/NRC) POSTING 

During an inspection tour conducted at SONGS, Unit-1 on 8/31/89, I observed a 
potential non-radiological safety problem. The concern is to be addressed per 
The NRC Inspection Manual Chapter 1007 "Interfacing Activities Between 
Regional Offices of the NRC and OSHA." This procedure states that "Inspectors 
shall monitor as appropriate a licensee's corrective action." At nuclear 
power plants the Resident Inspector normally follows up on the corrective 
action. However, in that this matter is part of my inspection, I will follow 
up on this item during a subsequent inspection.  

The Unit-1 PASS System area has two sections, the PASS skid/equipment room, 
which currently posted as a CONFINED AREA, and the PASS control panel area, 
which is not posted at all. According to JoAnn Woodall, Industrial Hygienist, 
there have been previous debates and evaluations on whether this PASS control 
panel area should also be posted as a CONFINED AREA. Both Units 2 and 3 PASS 
System areas are of similar design and yet they are posted as Confined Areas.  
The primary basis for the decision not to post Unit-1 as such is the PASS 
control area has ventilation, initiated by a thermostat, and the egress is 
considered an unimpeded access.  

According to the licensee a CONFINED AREA is defined as an area with a 
potential Immediately Dangerous to Life and Health (IDLH) atmosphere. The PASS 
control panel has a regulated nitrogen supply to it and the adjacent room has 
liquified nitrogen stored in it.  

In the exit interview D.H. Peacor, Manager of Station Emergency Preparedness, 
committed to evaluate whether the Unit-1 PASS control area should be 
classified as a CONFINED AREA and if there are as-built conditions that should 
be changed,, such as implementing continuous ventilation.  

This matter has been brought to the attention of the Region Office OSHA 
Liaison Officer, Al Johnson.  

Louis C.1Carson II 
Radiation Specialist, FRPS 

k -



-2

cc: 
Phil Johnson 
Chris Caldwell 
Warren Tenbrook 
Frank Wenslawski 
George Cicotte 
B. Faulkenberry 
J. Martin 
docket file copy 
Project Inspector 
Resident Inspector 
M. Smith 
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