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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of Inspection and Enforcement 
Region V 
Suite 202, Walnut Creek Plaza 
1990 North California Boulevard 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

Attention: Mr. R. H. Engelken, Director 'dL 

Docket No. 50-206 
San Onofre Unit 1 

Dear Sir: 

This report is submitted in accordance with Section 5.6.3.b(3) of 

Appendix B to Provisional Operating License DPR-13 and describes a reportable 

occurrence defined therein for San Onofre Unit 1.  

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) was advised by our consultant 

on September 18, 1978 that during a routine scheduled retrieval of settling 

plates, both the primary and backup settling plate racks were found to be 

severely damaged in Zone OA. These settling plates provide a portion of the 

environmental monitoring required by Technical Specification 3.1.2.a.(l) 
of the Appendix B Environmental Technical Specifications. Of the original 
twenty plates in both racks, three were found and recovered, however, they 

may have been adversely affected by the incident. The racks in reference 

Zone 6 were not damaged.  

This problem of equipment damage has been repetitive over a three year 

period and is probably related to the increase in activities 
near the Unit 1 

discharge in the form of marine studies, sport, and commercial fishing.  

The settling plate study is not a primary program element such as the 

Plankton, Nekton and Benthic Studies, but was originally intended to supplement 

the benthic diving survey. A review of the data collected during the past 

approximately 3 years in connection with the settling plate study has led SCE 

to the following conclusions: 

I. Little useful information has been gained from the approximately 
three year collection of data, despite the effort expended, due to 

loss of data or data of questionable quality (the absence of useful 

information from the studies led us to delete the studies from the 

San Onofre Units 2 and 3 Construction and Preoperational Monitoring 

Program).  
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2. To continue the studies is not expected to provide useful 

information.  

3. Discontinuation of the studies would not result in an adverse 

environmental impact.  

We therefore plan to proceed with the preparation of a formal request 

to delete these studies. The formal request will be forwarded to the NRC 

in the near future and will detail the problems encountered in the settling 

plate study. Pending NRC approval of such a request, we do not plan 
to 

replace the damaged settling plate racks or replace the settling 
plates. This 

matter was discussed with representative of the Division of Operating Reactors 

on October 13, 1978.  

This loss of settling plate data does not constitute an envinromental 

impact of any kind.  

Should you require additional information on this matter, please let 

me know.  

Sincerely, 

cc: Director, Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
Director, Office of Inspection and Enforcement (20) 

Director, Office of Management Information and Program Control (2)
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Attention: Mr. R. H. Engelken, Director 

Docket No. 50-206 
San Onofre Unit 1 

Dear Sir: 

This report is submitted in accordance with Section 5.6.3.b(3) of 
Appendix B to Provisional Operating License DPR-13 and describes a reportable 
occurrence defined therein for San Onofre Unit 1.  

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) was advised by our consultant 
on September 18, 1978 that during a routine scheduled retrieval of settling 
plates, both the primary and backup settling plate racks were found to be 
severely damaged in Zone 0A. These settling plates provide a portion of the 
environmental monitoring required by Technical Specification 3.1.2.a.(l) 
of the Appendix B Environmental Technical Specifications. Of the original 
twenty plates in both racks, three were found and recovered, however, they 
may have been adversely affected by the incident. The racks in reference 
Zone 6 were not damaged.  

This problem of equipment damage has been repetitive over a three year 
period and is probably related to the increase in activities near the Unit 1 
discharge in the form of marine studies, sport, and commercial fishing.  

The settling plate study is not a primary program element such as the 
Plankton, Nekton and Benthic Studies, but was originally intended to supplement 
the benthic diving survey. A review of the data collected during the past 
approximately 3 years in connection with the settling plate study has led SCE 
to the following conclusions: 

1. Little useful information has been gained from the approximately 
three year collection of data, despite the effort expended, due to 
loss of data or data of questionable quality (the absence of useful 
information from the studies led us to delete the studies from the 
San Onofre Units 2 and 3 Construction and Preoperational Monitoring 
Program).
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2. To continue the studies is not expected to provide useful 
information.  

3. Discontinuation of the studies would not result in an adverse 
environmental impact.  

We therefore plan to proceed with the preparation of a formal request 
to delete these studies. The formal request will be forwarded to the NRC 
in the near future and will detail the problems encountered in the settling 
plate study. Pending NRC approval of such a request, we do not plan to 
replace the damaged settling plate racks or replace the settling plates. This 
matter was discussed with representative of the Division of Operating Reactors 
on October 13, 1978.  

This loss of settling plate data does not constitute an envinromental 
impact of any kind.  

Should you require additional information on this matter, please let 
me know.  

Sincerely, 

cc: Director, Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
Director, Office of Inspection and Enforcement (20) 
Director, Office of Management Information and Program Control (2)


