
Southern California Edison Company 
P. 0. BOX 800 

2244 WALNUT GROVE AVENUE 

L.T. PAPAY ROSEMEAD, CALIFORNIA 9177.0 TELEPHONE 

VICE PRESIDENT 213-578-1474 

July 24, 1980 

Mr..R. H. Engelken, Director 
Office of Inspection and Enforcement 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region V 
Suite 202, Walnut Creek Plaza 
1990 North California Boulevard 
Walnut Creek, California 94596 

Dear Mr. Engelken: 

Subject: Docket No. 50-206 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, Unit 1 

By letter dated July 2, 1980, NRC Inspection Report No. 50-206/80-10 was 
transmitted documenting the NRC regional inspection on March 31 - April 4, 
1980 at San Onofre Unit 1 covering the March 20, 1980 spent resin shipment to 
the Beatty, Nevada waste burial site. While the inspection report does not 
identify any areas of noncompliance, it does identify a significant problem 
area regarding the spent resin shipment. In the transmittal letter, the NRC 
stated that it was doubtful that Southern California Edison Management had 
focused enough attention on the shipment of radioactive materials, at least 
in this instance, and it requested that SCE respond by expressing management 
views of this matter along with describing any actions SCE has taken to 
prevent similar situations from occurring in the future. This letter is a 
response to the NRC's concerns in this matter.  

Southern California Edison Management has always been concerned with proper 
shipment of radioactive wastes. Prior to this incident no significant problems 
had been encountered. In this case, as noted in your inspection report, the 
radiation level in a small localized area at a measured distance from the edge 
of the truck may have been slightly above that permitted. This raises questions 
with the administrative methods used at the Station to limit these radiation 
levels. This matter was the subject of discussion at Edison safety and audit 
committee meetings, as well as an officer's Council meeting consisting of all 
Company Officers on March 28, 1980. As a result, an investigation was launched 
into the reasons for this possible noncompliance with regulations.  

Specific areas investigated for possible noncompliance in the onsite 
investigation were: 

1) Person using a certified package shall be a registered user; 
10 CFR 71.12 .(b)(1)(iii).  

2) Dose rate at any point on the external surface of the package should 
not exceed 200 mrem/hr; 49 CFR 173.393 (i) (for open transport vehicle).  

3) Radiation level at 2 meters (six feet) from the vertical planes 
projected from the outer edges of the vehicle shall not exceed 
10 mrem/hr; 49 CFR 173.393 (j)(3).  
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The following corrective actions have been taken by Southern California 
Edison to prevent a recurrence: 

1) By letter dated May 14, 1980 the NRC notified Southern California 
Edison that SCE was now a registered user of the Model B-2 USA/6144/B 
package.  

2) Radiation Protection Procedure S-VII-1.7, Spent Resin Shipments, 
has been revised to incorporate administrative limits of 5 mr/hr 
at 2 meters from the vertical projections of the side of the 
vehicle and 150 mr/hr at the external surface of the cask.  

3) Q.C. Inspection Procedure S-XII-1.32, Spent Resin Shipping 
Container Inspection, has been revised to incorporate adminis
trative limits of 5 mr/hr at 2 meters from the vertical projections 
of the side of the vehicle and 150 mr/hr at the external surface 
of the cask. Final inspection of the shipment will be performed 
by the Quality Assurance organization in the future.  

4) A radwaste group has been formed in the Chemical-Radiation Protection 
Group with full time responsibility for solid waste, spent resin, 
and spent fuel shipments.  

We believe that the above precautions should eliminate problems with 
future resin shipments and similar situations will not recur.  

Should you need any additional information concerning this matter, 
please contact me.  

Sincerely, 

cc: L. F. Miller (NRC San Onofre - Unit 1)


