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On 12/7/1998, at 0007 PST, a Security officer, assigned armed responder duties inside the Protected Area (PA),
was found inattentive inside a Vital Area (VA). This event was logged within 24 hours.

On 12/8/1998, an NRC Security Inspector, noting the inattentive officer's reSponse weapon was removed by
another Security officer without the inattentive officer's knowledge, questioned the need for a 1-hour report in
accordance with San Onofre Security Procedure. Southern California Edison (SCE) made a 1-hour report to the
NRC Operations Center for an "unattended weapon” inside the PA. Upon further consideration, SCE has
concluded the 1-hour notification was not required by regulation, and this report is being submitted voluntarily.

Immediate corrective actions included relieving the officer of all duties, removing his PA access, and placing
him on investigatory suspension.

The cause of the officer’s inattention is being investigated. The officer was given a For:Cause Fitness-For-Duty

Test, and the results were negative. Appropriate corrective actions, if any, to prevent recurrence have not been
determined. '

Only Security personnel were inside the affected VA while the officer was inattentive. Therefore, this event had
no actual safety significance. SCE has not reported any similar events in the past 3 years.
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Plant: San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station Units 1, 2 and 3
Reactor Vendor: Westinghouse (Unit 1), Combustion Engineering (Units 2 and 3)
Event Date: - December 7, 1998
Event Time: 0002 PST
Unit 1 ' Unit 2 Unit3
Mode: Permanently _ _ 1, Power operation 1, Power operation
Power: Defueled 99.9 percent 99.9 percent
Temperature: ' 548 degrees F 546 degrees F
Pressure: 2250 psia 2250 psia

Description of the Event:

OnDecember 7, 1998, at 0002 PST during routme security communication checks, a Security officer, assigned
armed responder duties inside the Protected Area (PA), did not respond to radio transmissions. Another Security
officer was dispatched and at 0007 PST found the posted officer inattentive inside the post's security booth within a

Vital Area (VA). The responding officer assumed custody of the response weapon, and awakened the inattentive
Security officer. This event was logged within 24 hours.

OnDecember 8, 1998, an NRC Security Inspector, noting the inattentive officer's response weapon was removed by
another Security officer without the inattentive officer's knowledge, questioned the need for a 1-hour reportin
accordance with SONGS Security Procedure SO123-1V-11.2, "Reporting Safeguards Events." On

December 8, 1998, at 1345 PST, SCE made a 1-hour report to the NRC Operations Center (NRC Log Event

Number 35123) for an "unattended weapon" inside the PA.

Upon further con51derat10n SCE has concluded the inattentive officer's weapon should not have been reported as a
lost or unattended weapon because: '

] Regulatory Guide (RG) 5.62, Section 2.2, Item 24, requires the loss of a security weapon be reported
within 1 hour of discovery that a weapon has been lost. However, the weapon in question was next
to the inattentive officer inside his security post's booth. Even though the officer was inattentive,
the location of his weapon was always known. Also note the guidance provided in draft RG
DG-5008, Section 2.4, Example 13, indicates the loss of a security weapon which is retrieved within
1 hour of the discovery of the loss should be logged only. For this event, the officer’s weapon was

“retrieved by another Security officer at the time of discovery.

° 10CFR73, Appendix G, Section II(a) and the guidance provided by Generic Letter (GL) 91-03,
under the heading “Examples of Safeguards Events That Do Not Need To Be Reported To The NRC
Within 1 Hour of Discovery,” require the discovery of a sleeping or inattentive Security guard
performing "compensatory measures” to be logged. Under the assumption that a security officer is
armed, the NRC’s guidance does not require a separate log entry or report for an “unattended”
weapon as well. The Security officer in this report was at a post not considered a compensatory post
_ for a degraded security system. Therefore, this would not be reportable or loggable under 10CFR73,
| Appendix G, SectionII(a) or GL 91-03. Nevertheless, SONGS Security Procedure SO123-1V-11.2
does require logging the event as a failure to meet a Physical Security Plan (PSP)/Security
Contingency Plan (SCP) provisions. The event was logged at 1036 PST on December 7,1998.

Accordingly, the 1-hour notification made on December 8, 1998, was not required by regulation, and this 30 day
follow-up report is being submitted voluntarily.
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Cause of the Condition:

The cause of the officer’s inattention is being investigated. The officer was given a For-Cause Fitness-For-Duty
Test, and the results were negative.

Corrective Action:

Asimmediate corrective actions:

1. The inattentive officer was relieved of all duties.

2. The officer's PA aéces§ was removed.

3. The officer was placgd oninvestigatory suspenSion.

4, All PA and VA alarms during the period the officer was inattentive to duty were assessed. A

Security Computer history log confirmed only Security personnel were inside the affected VA while
the officer was inattentive.

The investigation of the cause of the officer’s inattention is on-going. Appropriate corrective actions, if any, to
prevent recurrence have not been determined.

Safety Significance:

Because only Security personnel were inside the affected VA during the time the inattentive officer was at that
post, and the officer's weapon was retrieved by another Security officer, this event had no actual safety
significance.

Additional Information:

LER 1-1997-004 reported two occurrences of unattended weapons. However, these events were the result of weapon
containers being left unlocked. The corrective actions for those events were not expected to prevent an officer from
being inattentive.




