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Subject: Protect our communities from radioactive waste!

 
Sep 22, 2013 
 
Allison McFarlane 
 
Dear McFarlane, 
 
SAFETY should be the lens through which all nuclear energy decisions are made - - NOT profit.
 
I am writing to you because I am concerned about how we store our most hazardous waste, the 
fuel rods from nuclear reactors. 
 
No reactor should be licensed or re-licensed until we prove that we can successfully isolate 
this rad-waste. 
 
I am also concerned that many of our nuclear reactors have over-crowded 
fuel pools on site.   The NRC should take immediate action to reduce 
the number of fuel assemblies in the water-filled pools.   Hardened 
on-site storage of the casks should become the choice for storage. 
 
The EIS needs to evaluate the true costs of nuclear power after the subsidies are stripped 
away.  The long-term costs of decommissioning need to be considered as well.  The ongoing 
costs to US taxpayers should be transparent in this EIS. 
 
Finally, compare the environmental footprint of nuclear, from mining to long term waste 
disposal, to that of renewables and energy efficiency. 
 
If nothing else has demonstrated the whole story of nuclear power, Fukushima certainly has. 
There one can see nuclear energy for what it really is; a glaring and blaring signal to stop 
it now.  There will always be design flaws, construction glitches and operator mistakes, not 
to mention natural disasters.  Hell, the NRC can't even identify a geological fault line. 
 
SAFETY should be the lens through which all nuclear energy decisions are made - - NOT profit. 
And I'm not talking about safety on a blue-print.  I mean safety as in the history of nuclear 
power. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Steffen 
PO Box 488 
411 W Emeline St 
Milford, IN 46542-0488 
(574) 658-4504 
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