
 

           
                                     UNITED STATES 
                         NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
                                                        REGION I 
                           2100 RENAISSANCE BOULEVARD, SUITE 100 
                         KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-2713 

November 6, 2013 
 
 
Mr. John Dent, Site Vice President 
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc. 
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station 
600 Rocky Hill Road 
Plymouth, MA  02360-5508 
 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT FOLLOW-UP LETTER - PILGRIM NUCLEAR POWER STATION  
 
Dear Mr. Dent: 
 
As a result of its quarterly review of plant performance, which was completed on November 1, 
2013, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) updated its assessment of Pilgrim 
Nuclear Power Station (Pilgrim).  The NRC’s evaluation consisted of a review of performance 
indicators (PIs) and inspection results.  This letter informs you of the NRC’s assessment of your 
performance and its plans for a future inspection at Pilgrim.  This letter supplements, but does 
not supersede, the mid-cycle letter issued on September 3, 2013. 
 
The NRC’s review of Pilgrim identified that the Unplanned Scrams with Complications PI has 
crossed the green-to-white threshold.  The change in the PI was due to a complicated reactor 
trip that occurred on August 22, 2013.  The NRC determined the performance at Pilgrim to be in 
the Regulatory Response Column of the Reactor Oversight Process Action Matrix beginning in 
the third quarter of 2013. 
 
Additionally, due to another reactor scram that occurred on October 14, 2013, the Unplanned 
Scrams per 7000 critical hours PI will cross the green-to-white threshold at the conclusion of the 
fourth quarter.  Subsequently, at the conclusion of the fourth quarter, Pilgrim will likely have two 
white inputs contributing to the Initiating Events cornerstone, transitioning Pilgrim into the 
Degraded Cornerstone of the Action Matrix, and will therefore receive additional oversight from 
the NRC.  Although the Action Matrix column designation for Pilgrim will not officially change to 
the Degraded Cornerstone Column until the PI data is submitted, reviewed, and posted 
following the end of the fourth quarter, planning and scheduling activities in anticipation of an 
Inspection Procedure (IP) 95002 supplemental inspection can occur.  The NRC will be in 
contact to discuss any specific planning and scheduling activities regarding these PIs and the 
anticipated IP 95002 supplemental inspection, including your readiness for the NRC to conduct 
the inspection.   
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In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Section 2.390 of the 
NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public 
inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS)  
component of the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html  
(the Public Electronic Reading Room). 
 
Please contact me at (610) 337-5229 with any questions you have regarding this letter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 

 
Darrell J. Roberts 
Director 
Division of Reactor Projects 
 

 
Docket No:  50-293 
License No: DPR-35 
 
cc:    Distribution via ListServ
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