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Re: Proposed New Rea~tor in.Mich_igan. · .· . ' . . . . 

I a~ submitting-these comm.e
1

nts::for the, record concerni~g the. Atop1ic Safety, anq Licensing 
Board's deliberations concerning-_DTE Energy's applic~tionJor a Combined License{or Enrico 
Fermi Unit 3; · ,.. · . :. · . .. ., ,-, . · · 

~ . ' i ~¥. ~ ' : . 
I have no doubt that_ the ASLB will hear ,from many Monroe County residents on this matter. 
The vast majority of those coinn1e~ts, i believe, will be supportive. · · · · 

I would like to add my pwn perspective for the record. Like many of the individuals interested 
in the progress of DTE Energy's license application for a new' unit at its Fermi complex, I am a 
lifelong Monroe County resident and have owned a small family business for thirty~seven years. 
My father started the business in 1953. I have also been fortunate to have an insider's view of 
Monroe County's history and development as it unfolded over the years and decades. My 
background includes ten years in local elective office with Raisinville Township, twenty years as 
a Monroe County commissioner and, most recently, as a state representative. Additionally, I was 
involved in reorganizing the Monroe County Economic Development Corporati_on and the 
Monroe First program to assist existing and new business development in the county. 

The term Monroe First is _especially jmportant in the context of this matter. I hope the 
commission will give extra credence to the views and perspecti:yes offered by residents of this 
region. My perspective is shaped· by my experiences as Fermi 1 ~nd Fermi 2 were built and 
operated. They brought waves of investment, new development, and growth to my county. I 
have seen Detroit, Edison ar_1d DTE Energy .responsibly manage the construction and op~ration of 
the plants: ln ih~_'_'case o(Fermi 1:; I have. also. been witness to its .. decommissio~!ng. I ~<:tve 
witnessed DTE Energy's stewardship of the both the Fei-mi complex and the Monroe Power Plant 
site, and, at the same: ti111e, their .. leadership as stewards of the environment. By virtue of my 
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responsibilities as a local elected official I have been fortunate to have. been accorded a special 
view of these facilities. 

Fermi 3 represents another very significant opportunity for Monroe County. 

The statistics, estimates and projections cited in the Environmental Impact Statement speak for 
themselves-- an estimated 2,900 peak period construction and skilled trades workers on the site, 
an estimated construction phase payroll of more than $50 million, local purchasing of supplies 
and materials in excess of $50 million, and more than 800 workers employed in the plant once it 
goes into operation. There is no doubt that the economic and community impacts associated 
with that kind of activity can only be viewed as positive. 

From a policy perspective, there needs to be a strategy to meet Michigan's future demand for 
electricity, to reduce emissions from coal-fired power plants, and to develop the state's renewable 
energy resources. We know that because Michigan has one of the oldest power plant fleets in the 
country and with new and proposed environmental rules, some difficult decisions will have to be 
made. Some older coal units will be retired. Some new natural gas-fired generating plants may 
need to be built. None of that changes the fact that, long-term, a new nuclear unit is the right 
course of action to provide the electrical base needs. 

I applaud DTE Energy for its foresight and diligence. I hope that the members of the Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board deal expeditiously with the maters before it and, ultimately, move 
the license application past another important milestone in the review-and-approval process. 

I join the majority of Monroe County residents in supporting the issuance of a license for the 
proposed new reactor at the Fermi plant. 

Sincerely, 

Cj) £hcU 0-
Dale W. Zorrf
State Representative 
District 56 
Member, House Energy and Technology Committee 
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