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Nuclear neighbor 
asks for d iscount 

By-DICK PHIILIPS San-Onotre, 10mles'north otOcean
T-A StaffWriter side, has oneioperatingfnuclear plant, 

0CEANSIDE - An Oceanside mao which, was shut down- for repairs 
is working to achieve a considerable throughmostat l980. Units 2 and3 are 
reduction in utility rates for those liv- nearing completion, at a-cost of $2.3 to 
Ing near the San Oaofre nuclear pow-. $5 billion. Both are designed to pro
er plant. duce 14100 megawattsiof electricity 

Frank Arundel, 1888BlackhawkSt* Southern California Edison, based 
proposed.the compensation for those in Los Angeles, holds 80 percent inter
residents he thinks live in a danger est in the nuclear plant and SDG&E Arundel: 
zone - near San Onofre. He thinks has 20 percent. The SDG&E service 
they should get a 60 percent discount areaiconsumes about2,300 megawatts 
in electrical rates. of electricity.  

Residents within 30 miles should . We bear 
receive 50-percent rate reduction, he Martin Mattes, legal adviser to 
says, and those within a 30- to 40-mile John Bryson, PUC chairman, said & but' 
radius a 40 percent rate reduction; copies of Arunde's proposal have 
people living in a 40- to W0-mile-radius been given to the commissioners for 
should have their rates cut by 30per- study. "But, I don't know of any ac
cent. tion planned on the-subject," Mattes 

"People here are being gouged to 5ai..  
death by utility rates," said Arundel, He said the commission reaches de
73. "With this plan, the next time they cLsions in three ways. Under one, a 
build a nuclear plant, they'll putt out consumer may apply for a rate company in the neighborhood people 
of the umbrella of people where it- change. "This Is one way Arundel will make other demands based on 
wouldn't be troublesome in case of couldintervene and advocate his pro- i situations,"the adviser-sl 
earthquakeor war. They wouldn't put posal," Mattes said. the I er a.  
these plants at our backdoor. -"Or, he could file a complaint o ea le, RI'U1 

"If we have to live here and bear against a- utility for discriminatory ope foi fu p er 
the-bruntof nuclear power, we-should rates, for example. But, the burden of cause ofpollution, he said. TanAmisr 
be beneficiaries of cheap electricity, proof is-upon the-complainant and it's sion lines may be anotheruwfavoreaw 
particularly if 80 percent ofithe ener- difficult to- win a case thi -way" aspect. "The commissta- f aready 
gy produced there will be transmitted Mattes said. faced with substantial complications 
outside this area anyway." The commission can also Initiate an in rterking oed " Mattes 

Arundel's plan did not impress the investigation Into an area of Itirest.  
Public Utilities Commission, which "It'spossible the PUC may decide to ' 
has indicated there is little chance of pursue this and investigate," Mattes Arundel disagrees: "If we're going 
seeing the policy implemented state- said. to-putup-bllions-ofbdollaa-for thea 
wide. In his-reply to Arundel, Mattelpid plts and they'r* gj~ had and 

The "chances of this plan flying are he discussed several problems with build'them.anyway, wesdbould be the 
slim" because It would be discrimina- the discounted rate plan. "If the PUC beneficiaries." He said 220,000 area 
tory ratemakinj, one PUC spokes- adopts-rate discounts based on unfa- residents would fall under the dis
man said. / vorable aspects of having a utility count lan


