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To that end, major improvements in the licensing process are underway or being 
considered. These improvements include: 

- Expedited and rescheduled review by the NRC staff for plants in the 
short term category--those presently complete and those to be completed 
in 1981 and 1982.  

-- Increased efficiency of the hearing process and subsequent Commission 
and Appeals Board review. The time now being taken between issuance of 
the supplemental staff evaluation report and initial decisions by licensing 
boards averages 18 months. The NRC believes it can compress that time to 
about 10 months by tightening up the times allowed for each part of the 
prehearing process and by providing firmer time management of the whole 
process. The Commission is publishing for public comment proposed changes 
to its rules which would accomplish this.  

-- Changes in the review process the Commission itself exercises over these 
cases. The Commission is considering two alternatives to shorten this review 
period which could save at least two months in each case that has been in 
hearing.  

-- Early completion of NRC staff review for plants to be completed in 1983 and 
beyond. This will require better scheduling of reviews and increased 
staff resources applied to casework. Some staff resources can be redirected 
by deferring lower priority work and shtifting some work to other NRC offices.  
Before making such a change, the Commission wf1lVcarefully review the impact 
on other essential safety-related activities.  

One further step to be considered is legislation to authorize the Commis i n-to
issue limited, interim operating licenses before completion of hearings where 
all -applicable safety requirements have been met.  

In summary, we are confident the actions we have taken and those we will take 
will provide major improvements in licensing schedules without compromising the 
regulatory requirements for safety.  

With regard to licensing of the San Onofre Units 2 and 3, the staff has completed 
the major part of its review. Staff safety evaluations were issued on December 
31, 1980, February 6, 1981 and February 25, 1981. The review of the San Onofre 
Units 2 and 3 by the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards was completed 
on March 12, 1981. A supplement to the Safety Evaluation Report addressing 
issues identified by the ACRS and the remaining outstanding issues is in preparation 
and is scheduled to be issued in early May. We anticipate the hearings on this 
project could commence -in July.
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We appreciate your interest in the San Onofre project. Please be assured that 
the NRC is taking every reasonable action to expedite the licensing process, 
consistent with our commitment to ensure the public health and safety.  

Sincerely 

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director 
Division of Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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