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Sep 22, 2013 
 
Allison McFarlane 
 
Dear McFarlane, 
 
My 6th grade science book sang the praises of nuclear energy, stating that in the nuclear powered future, we 
would have free, non-metered energy. In college, I witnessed 3 Mile Island and learned that there is no safe 
low level of nuclear radiation exposure due to potential recessive genetic damage. Since then, Chernobyl and 
Fukishima and the discovey that Yucca Mountain is not geologically stable have driven home the point that the 
environmental costs of fission far outweigh the benefits. The waste storage problem has always been ignored 
by dishonest economists and industry insiders who suffer from the hubris of deeming nuclear waste as an 
externality. One can not put out a fire 
by giving it more fuel.  First do no more harm.   We should not license 
or re-license any reactor until it has been proven that we can successfully isolate this waste.  My gut says this 
might be impossible. 
 
Meanwhile, spent radioactive fuel rods present us with the stark consequences of our earlier ignorant actions. 
Work toward a solution to the seemingly intractable problem of safe and permanent nuclear waste storage 
must continue. Meanwhile, I am concerned that many of our nuclear reactors have over-crowded fuel pools on 
site.  These present safety threats to the citizens, communities and industries that surround the plants.  The 
NRC should take immediate action to reduce the number of fuel assemblies in the water-filled pools.  Before 
transferring the fuel rods to cask storage, the cask storage needs to be examined and reinforced to be able to 
safely store the fuel rods particularly those that qualify as high burn up fuel.  Hardened on-site storage of the 
casks should become the choice for storage. 
 
I am also concerned about the sustainability of nuclear power.  The EIS needs to evaluate the true costs of 
nuclear power after the subsidies are stripped away.  The long-term costs of decommissioning need to be 
considered as well.  The ongoing costs to US taxpayers should be transparent in this EIS. 
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Finally, the EIS should consider the option of not making any nuclear waste at all in the future by assessing the 
environmental footprint of nuclear all the way from mining to long term waste disposal.  The comparable 
environmental footprint of renewable energy and the negawatts we can achieve through efficiency 
improvements is far superior to nuclear.  This stark contrast in environmental footprints renders the magical 
power source my sixth grade science book so lauded as obsolete. 
 
I do not envy you the task of regulating nuclear energy.  Proper execution of your responsibility is essential to 
long term public health and welfare. 
 
Safe and permanent radioactive waste disposal is problematic at best. 
 
-First, do no more harm by initiating a moratorium on nuclear licenses and extensions. 
 
-Next, move toward hardened on-site cask storage of spent fuel rods. 
 
Thank you for considering my views. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Neal Mock 
11580 Brook Ln 
Truckee, CA 96161-4925 
(530) 386-6364 
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