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1.  BACKGROUND 
 
Pennsylvania State University (PSU) submitted a letter (Ref. 1) dated September 23, 2013, 
informing the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) of a change in a senior university 
official.  Neil A. Sharkey, Ph.D., was named as the senior university official responsible for the 
safe use of radioactive material on the special nuclear materials (SNM) license.  The licensee 
supplemented the submittal with a letter dated October 8, 2013 (Ref. 2), giving the Curriculum 
Vitae of Dr. Sharkey and an organizational chart illustrating the Research organization at PSU.  
The licensee holds SNM license, SNM-95. 
 
2.  DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 Regulatory Requirements 
 
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Part 70.22(a)(1) states, in part, that the 
contents of a license application must include the names, addresses, and citizenship of its 
principal officers.   
 
2.2 NRC Staff Evaluation 
 
Part 70.22(a)(1) 
 
The submittal dated October 8, 2013, states that Dr. Sharkey resides in the surrounding area of 
PSU.  He is a citizen of the United States. 
 
The September 23, 2013, submittal states that as of August 1, 2013, Dr. Sharkey would be the 
senior University official responsible for safe use of radioactive material at PSU (excluding the 
Hershey Medical Center and the Pennsylvania College of Technology). 
 
License SNM-95 is for the use of SMN at University Park, PA.  It does not cover the Hershey 
Medical Center and the Pennsylvania College of Technology. 
 
Responsibility for Use of SNM 
 
Though Dr. Sharkey does not appear to have experience with SNM, he has extensive scientific 
education and the work experience to afford him an understanding of complex and highly 
technical information in a large organization.  
 
Dr. Sharkey is formally educated in comparative pathology, physiology, and medical technology.  
For 37 years, he has demonstrated continuous professional development, assuming increasing 
responsibility: 
 

• Medical Laboratory Technician 
• Research Assistant 
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• Staff Research Associate & Laboratory Supervisor 
• Assistant Researcher 
• Scientific Staff 
• Faculty Affiliate 
• Assistant and Associate Professor in Residence 
• Associate Director 
• Acting Director 
• Associate Professor 
• Director of Research 

 
Given this work experience, Dr. Sharkey demonstrates an understanding of how organizations 
function.  
 
Dr. Sharkey has been with the PSU since 1997.  He had served as Professor for the 
Department of Kinesiology (human kinetics) since 2003 and was Associate Dean of Research 
and Graduate Education until the subject appointment as Vice President for Research.  With 16 
years at PSU, he is knowledgeable of the workings of a large university and the specific 
workings of the licensee itself. 
 
As Vice President of Research, Dr. Sharkey reports directly to the University President.  The 
Office of Research Protections reports directly to him.  Following the Office of Research 
Protections is the University Isotopes Committee and the Radiation Safety Officer.   
Dr. Sharkey’s role as vice president in the licensee’s organization allows him to have influence, 
both above and below his position, to ensure that applicable regulatory requirements of 10 CFR 
Part 70 are met. 
 
2.3 Conclusion 
 
Dr. Sharkey has the requisite knowledge and experience to be ultimately responsible for 
radiation safety at PSU.  In the position of Vice President of Research, Dr. Sharkey is high 
enough in the licensee organization to have sufficient influence in ensuring that SNM is used in 
accordance with applicable regulatory requirements of 10 CFR Part 70.   
 
3.  FINDINGS 
 
With the submittal dated September 23, 2013, as supplemented by the letter dated October 8, 
2013, the NRC staff finds that the licensee meets the requirements of 10 CFR 70.22(a)(1).  The 
NRC staff finds that Dr. Sharkey is qualified to assume responsibility for the safe use of SNM 
under the SNM-95 license. 
 
4.  ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
Amendment of the PSU license belongs to a category of actions which the NRC, by rule or 
regulation, has declared to be a categorical exclusion, after first finding that the category of 
actions does not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human 
environment.  Specifically, the action is categorically excluded by 10 CFR 51.22(c)(14)(v), in 
that it is an amendment of a license issued pursuant to 10 CFR 70 authorizing the use of 
radioactive materials for research and development and for educational purposes.  Therefore, 
neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is required for the 
proposed action. 
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5.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The staff recommends that the submittal (Ref. 1), as supplemented (Ref. 2), requesting that  
Dr. N. Sharkey be approved as the person ultimately responsible for license SNM-95. 
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