
 
March 5, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President of the Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.   



J. R. Biden     -2- 
 
 
We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
President Pro Tempore of the United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
cc: Senator David Vitter 
 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air  
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
  
cc: Senator Jeff Sessions 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland  
  Security and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
cc: Senator Tom Coburn 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy  
  and Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
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Washington, DC  20510 
 
cc: Senator Lamar Alexander 
 
The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu 
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March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
President Pro Tempore of the United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.   
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter 

  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air  
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Jeff Sessions 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland  
  Security and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.   
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Tom Coburn 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy  
  and Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Lamar Alexander 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu 
Chairman, Committee on Energy  
  and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.   
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for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
 
We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Lisa Murkowski 
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The Honorable John A. Boehner 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Speaker: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
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The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Henry A. Waxman 
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The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Bobby L. Rush 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on  
  Environment and the Economy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Paul Tonko 
  



 
 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Mike Simpson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy  
  and Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.  
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Marcy Kaptur 
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The Honorable Michael T. McCaul 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 2010 requires 
agencies to submit an updated Strategic Plan to the President and Congress the year following 
the start of a presidential term.  Accordingly, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has revised its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years (FY) 2014 – 2018 to replace the agency’s current 
FY 2008 – 2013 plan.  In accordance with Section 306 (d) of the GPRAMA, we are consulting 
with Congress and requesting comments on our enclosed draft Plan. 
 
The draft Plan describes the agency’s mission and its two strategic goals, which, although 
slightly reworded for clarity and readability, remain fundamentally unchanged from the current 
plan.  The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of radioactive 
materials to protect the public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, 
and protect the environment.  Its two strategic goals are:  (1) to ensure the safe use of 
radioactive materials and (2) to ensure the secure use of radioactive materials.  New elements 
of the draft plan include several strategic objectives with associated strategies and key activities 
that will be used to achieve the agency’s strategic goals.   
 
The draft strategies address the key challenges and external factors the agency will face as the 
regulatory environment continues to change during the upcoming planning period.  Examples 
include processing license applications involving new technologies such as small modular 
reactors and continued implementation of enhancements to improve reactor safety based on 
insights from the 2011 nuclear accident at Fukushima Dai-ichi.  The continued globalization of 
nuclear technology and the nuclear supply chain is another factor that will affect the NRC, 
driving the need for increased international engagement on the safe and secure use of 
radioactive material and the need for new oversight approaches to ensure that foreign 
components used in U.S. nuclear facilities are in compliance with NRC requirements. 
 
Many of the challenges and external factors in the draft plan, along with potential strategies for 
addressing them, were identified or reinforced during facilitated sessions with external 
stakeholders.  We are also soliciting input from the public to ensure that all views are 
considered as we finalize our plan. 
 
As required by the GPRAMA, the NRC has established performance goals for the strategic 
objectives that show how the agency will measure its success.  The agency will set the targets 
for these performance goals in its annual performance plan and report on the results in its 
annual performance report to Congress.   
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We welcome your input to help us improve our draft plan and would appreciate feedback by the 
comment deadline indicated in the Federal Register notice (Docket ID NRC-2013-0230).  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1776. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 
      Amy Powell, Acting Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Bennie G. Thompson 
 


