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DESCRIPTION OF ACTION:    
 
Summary of guidance proposed:  By issuance of Revision 1 to SRP Section 17.4, “Reliability 
Assurance Program,” of NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan for the Review of Safety 
Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants,” the staff is providing updates of the review 
guidance for evaluating information provided by an applicant for design certification (DC) or a 
combined license (COL) that describes the reliability assurance program. This revision of SRP 
Section 17.4 does not impose any additional requirements on applicants or licensees. The 
revision only provides clarification to the current guidance on reliability assurance programs 
seen in SRP Section 17.4. 
 
The rule has not resulted in and is not likely to result in –  
 

(A) an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more;  
 

Disposition the changes to SRP Section 17.4 reflect review methods and practices 
currently utilized by the staff.  The applicant’s costs associated with this activity include 
(1) preparation of the description of reliability assurance program for submittal to the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), and (2) engagement with the NRC during the 
course of the NRC’s review of the submitted information.  
 
While little or no additional staff resource expenditures are expected to be required to 
conduct a review using the revised SRP Section 17.4, any additional NRC staff review 
should not exceed $10,960 (based on 40 hours of additional staff effort at a rate of 
$274/hour) for each new reactor license application. Likewise, additional applicant 
expenditures expected to be required to prepare an application using the revised SRP 
Section 17.4 should not exceed $16,440 (based on 60 hours of additional effort, 
assuming the same rate as for NRC review of $274/hour) for each new reactor license 
application.  The total annual burden to new reactor applicants is estimated at $10,960 + 
$16,440 = $27,400. 
 
SRP Section 17.4 is not used by the currently licensed, operating reactor fleet and 
therefore there is no burden to these licensees. Thus, the aggregate annual burden 
would then be $10,960 + $16,440 = $27,400. 
 



 2
 
The cost estimates above are for activity that would be performed in accordance with 
guidance in SRP Section 17.4.  
 
(B) a major increase in costs or prices for consumers, individual industries, or 

geographical regions; or  
 

Disposition:  The main purpose of this revised SRP Section 17.4 is to improve the 
efficiency and consistency of staff reviews. We do not foresee any major increase to 
costs or prices for consumers, individual industries, or geographical regions.     

 
(C) significant adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, productivity, 

innovation, or on the ability of United States-based enterprises to compete with 
foreign-based enterprises in domestic and export markets. 
 

Disposition:  We do not foresee any negative impacts due to this guidance being issued. 
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