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Mary,

Please find attached my response to your September 27, 2013 letter.

Best regards,
Abby

Abigail Cuthbertson

Office of Global Threat Reduction (NA-21)
National Nuclear Security Administration
U.S. Department of Energy

Tel: (202) 586-2391
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Mary Shepherd

Vice President

JL Shepherd & Associates
1010 Arroyo Street

San Fernando, CA 91340

Dear Ms. Shepherd, MW\') i
. 4

I'am in receipt of your open letter, dated September 27, 2013, and would like to address the questions
and comments raised therein. Your letter references both the May 7, 2013 correspondence to you,
from the U.S. Department of Energy, National Nuclear Security Administration, Global Threat Reduction
Initiative {GTRI) Director of North and South American Threat Reduction, Ms. loanna lliopulos, and
remarks [ made in August 2013 at the Organization of Agreement States (OAS) annual meeting. | believe
that the intent of the letter and the remarks | made have been misunderstood and | would like to clarify
our intent and interests.

As you are aware, GTRI’s mission is to reduce and protect high priority, nuclear and radiological
materials located at civilian sites domesticaily and internationally. We support enhanced physical
protection of sources that are in use, including but not limited to the hardening of high-activity devices
under our In Device Delay {IDD) program. The letter from Ms. lliopulos does not address our IDD work
scope. We value the work JLS&A has done over recent years as a sub-contractor supporting this GTRI
program. It is our understanding that no Sealed Source Device Registry {SSDR} modifications would arise
should other companies/individuals pursue Radioactive Materials License (RML} amendments,

In addition to our voluntary security upgrades for in-use sources, GTRI supports the recovery of disused
and unwanted sources and prioritizes these recoveries based on threat reduction criteria developed in
coordination with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The high-activity beta/gamma-
emitting source devices that GTR! recovers are all voluntarily registered as disused and unwanted by
device owners on our website. These are our highest-priority recoveries.

The backlog of these devices has been growing steadily over the past decade. GTRI has analyzed the
challenges associated with the expansion of the backlog and can attribute its growth to two limiting
factors. The first is the avallability of certified Type B transport packages. GTRI is currently in the
process of developing, testing and certifying two new designs. Once certified, GTRI will manufacture
several packages for our own use and make the design available to any companies interested in
manufacturing their own for source recovery purposes. In this way, we anticipate this challenge will be
addressed by 2016.

The second challenge is the availability of companies/technicians with the RMLs to dismantle the
devices so that the sources can be packaged for shipment. At present, only Original Equipment
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Manufacturers (including JLS&A) are certified to do this work under their licenses. The small number of
companies/individuals certified to do this work is, and, unless addressed, will continue to be, a
constraint on the pace at which we recover disused sources in the interest of national security.

GTRI has no Congressionally-mandated or otherwise-derived guotas for the specific recovery of these
highest-priority, disused devices. In absence of commercially available disposal or economically viable
commercial recycle options, GTRI desires to recover all high-priority disused sources registered on its
backlog as expeditiously as possible.

JLS&A and Best Theratronics have both confirmed, in writing, that you have no interest in participating
in the development or provision of training for companies and technicians interested in amending their
RML to remove disused sources in preparation for packaging them for shipment. Given this lack of
interest, the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD) - a 501(c}{3) nonprofit non-
governmental professional organization whose primary membership is made up of radiation
professionals in State and local government that regulate the use of radiation sources - would not be
competing with companies interested in providing this training themselves. GTRI plans to support
CRCPDY's efforts to work with regulators to identify criteria for amending radioactive materials licenses
to support source recovery work (NOT device maintenance or resourcing) as well as to develop an
acceptable training curriculum so that companies/technicians can demonstrate competency doing this
work.

GTRI’s interests and intent have been communicated to the other individuals and organizations named
in your September 27 open letter. They are also copied on this correspondence,

GTRI values its ongoing partnership with JLS&A and looks forward to continuing our ongoing irradiator
hardening and source recovery activities,

Best regards,

Abigail Cuthbertson

Cc

Earl Fordham, Washington
John Jankovich, U.S. NRC
Joseph Klinger, lllinois
Ruth McBurney, CRCPD
Julia Schmitt, Nebraska
Michael Snee, Ohio






