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Re: Current monitoring and response to ongoing Fukushima nuclear disaster 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

As a State Senator representing one-third of California's coastline, I am writing to express my 
concern regarding recent revelations about the Fukushima nuclear disaster that warrant close 
scrutiny by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I understand that both the EPA and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) have been monitoring 
contamination from Fukushima since the March 11, 2011 explosions, but it is unclear what is 
currently being done and whether knowledge of ongoing contamination necessitates protective 
actions. 

Sixteen months after three nuclear reactors exploded at the Fukushima Daiichi site in Japan, 
TEPCO, the plants' owner and operator, has admitted that it has not been able to contain the flow 
of radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean. TEPCO earlier had led the public to believe that it 
had contained the flow of contaminated water, but now it admits that some 400,000 gallons of 
contaminated water per day flow into the ocean. Containing the flows and removing 
contamination is a serious challenge for TEPCO and the Japanese government and so far a 
comprehensive solution has not been implemented. 

Water that has been contaminated by the ruined plants contains tritium, cesium-13 7, iodine-131 
and strontium- all of which threaten the health of fish and humans. While tritium and cesium-
137 have short half-lives, strontium can last 29 years and can bioacculmulate in marine 
organisms. Past monitoring has shown thaHhere has been a low contamination level overall, and 
studies have shown that radioactivity has different effects on fish species depending on where 
they live and feed in t~e ocean. 
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While the most serious contamination has occurred just offshore of the Fukushima plants, these 
are areas of migration for whales, dolphins, salmon and other species that may end up off of the 
California coast. At the same time, dispersal studies indicate that contaminants from Fukushima 
are carried by winds and currents to the U.S. coastline. 

I look forward to hearing from your agency about current monitoring efforts and what steps are 
being taken to assist the Japanese in cleaning up Fukushima- both vitally important endeavors 
to protect public health and natural resources. · 

NE/tr 

Sincerely, 

/)wl.Lr1 
Noreen Evans 
Senator, 2nd District 

cc: Dy. Kathryn Sullivan, Acting Administrator, NOAA 
~Ilison M. McFarlane, Chair, US NRC 
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Allison M. McFarlane 
Chairman 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
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