
    
 
September 24, 2013 
 
to: mary.woollen@nrc.gov 
via email 
 
RE: Videotaping of Waste Confidence Public Meetings 
 
 
Dear Ms. Woollen: 
 
It has come to our attention that the NRC will not be sponsoring the videotaping (for local live and 
archived broadcast over the community access cable television channels) of the October 7 meeting  
for the Waste Confidence GEIS.  The video recording and broadcast of NRC meetings in our 
community of San Luis Obispo have a long history of useful and informative outreach.  In fact, one 
might say it has become a tradition and part of the long history of regulatory interactions between 
the NRC, PG&E and the host community of San Luis Obispo. 
 
As you may be aware from the volume of comments at previous Waste Confidence public meetings, 
a principal concern is the very notion that such a document can be “generic” (as implied by the 
GEIS name).  Many site-specific concerns have been raised by stakeholders, but no site specific 
concern can be as extraordinarily pervasive as the seismic threat posed at the Diablo Canyon site.  
In fact, this public discussion of the site specific seismic issue at Diablo may prove to be the 
bellweather for the entire notion of a “generic” EIS, and the videoape that results would provide a 
valuable study tool and resource to all those involved in the Waste Confidence policy proceedings. 
 
The need to even invoke a “Waste Confidence” policy—which would recommend that high level 
radioactive waste could remain on a site as seismically unreliable as Diablo Canyon for up to 160 
years—draws attention to the failure of any nationwide policy on long term waste storage.  That 
failure is further compounded by the poor handling of NRC public meetings devoted to something 
as benign as the expedited transfer of spent fuel from pools to dry casks.  The California Energy 
Commission—based in part on Dr. Macfarlane’s 2005 testimony before them—has been 
recommending expedited transfer since 2008, with no visible results.  Our state is, was and will be 
committed to ensuring that the concerns of its residents are officially recognized and recorded. Our 
Public Utilities and Energy Commission transcribe and webcast their proceedings that invoke 
nuclear issues.  Why should we expect less from our federal regulators? 
 
The infrastructure and distributon for videotaping NRC proceedings in San Luis Obispo has been in 
place for over a decade. The established vendor is experienced, reliable and available.  There is no 
technical impediment to making this happen.  To date, grave doubts have already been expressed by 
stakeholders regarding the thoroughness, accuracy and scope of the Waste Confidence GEIS.  
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Failure to properly document the public response to a program with such far reaching long term 
implications (as all nuclear waste issues will unfold in not just historic but geologic time) bespeaks 
of a lack of NRC commitment to accord this issue the serious attention it deserves. 
 
We hope that you will be able to accommodate this request and look forward to your reply. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
       /s/ 
Rochelle Becker,  
Executive Director 
 
 
cc:  Congresswoman Lois Capps 
 Senator Barbara Boxer 
 Senator Diane Feinstein 
 
 
 
 
 




