
From: Blamey, Alan 
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 5:43 PM 
To: Barbara A Oneal (barbaraoneal@embarqmail.com) 
Subject: Plant Walkdown Reports 
Attachments: ML 12122A186.pdf; ML13065A008.pdf 
 
Ms. O’Neal, 
 
The resident inspectors stationed at NFS typically perform several walkdowns / tours of different 
facility areas weekly.  During these walkdowns the inspectors would notice off normal conditions 
or if NFS identified off normal conditions the inspectors would follow-up on the issue.  However, 
I believe your issue is more pointed towards walkdowns of design features for Natural 
Phenomena.  Specifically, after the Fukashima Dai-Ichi event in Japan the NRC conducted 
inspections at NFS using Temporary Instruction 2600/015, “Evaluation of Licensees Strategies 
for the Prevention and/or Mitigation of Emergencies at Fuel Facilities” and documented the 
results in the attached Inspection Report No. 70-143/2012-006 (ADAMS ML 12122A186).  This 
inspection report documents several Unresolved Items (URIs) that were opened to further 
evaluate compliance with performance requirements regarding natural phenomena events. 
 
The NRC intends to issue guidance on how fuel facility licensees should address the URIs in 
the form of a generic (or licensee specific) letter. Once this guidance is addressed by NFS and 
other licensees, additional NRC inspections may be implemented in 2013 or 2014 to address 
the URIs.  This information is documented in the Licensee Performance Review Letter dated 
March 6, 2013 (ML13065A008), which is attached. 
 
In addition, the resident inspectors performed a site walkdown after the sinkhole occurred at 
Love Chapel School in August 2012.  The facility walkdown did not identify any indication of 
sinkhole formation on NFS property.  Additionally, United States Geological Society (USGS) 
mapping noted that the formations beneath the NFS process areas do not exhibit characteristics 
that would be expected to lead to sinkhole formation.  Therefore, sink hole formation in the 
vicinity of the process building would be highly unlikely to occur. 
 
In closing, I would like to note that we did follow-up with NFS in August 2012 as well as 
September 2013, based on your statement, to determine if yellow dye was detected in the 
monitoring wells after the dye was inserted into the sink hole.  Based on our discussions NFS 
did not identify yellow dye in their sampling wells. 
 
If you have any additional questions feel free to contact Kevin or myself. 
 
 
Alan Blamey 
Chief, Fuel Facility Branch 1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II - Division of Fuel Facility Inspection 
Office: 404-997-4415 
E-mail: alan.blamey@nrc.gov 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Barbara A Oneal [mailto:barbaraoneal@embarqmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, August 31, 2013 11:10 AM 



To: Ramsey, Kevin 
Cc: Blamey, Alan 
Subject: Plant Walkdown Reports 
 
Kevin: 
 
Question regarding Plant Walkdown Reports for Seismic and Flooding Protection Features.  
(Not sure if someone at HQ (FSME) would do the inspection or Region II). 
 
The NRC website contains Plant Walkdown Reports for nuclear plants (reactors), but none were 
listed for other facilities, i.e. fuel cycle facilities, specifically Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc., Erwin, 
TN, which is located extremely close to a very large sinkhole in the vicinity of Love Chapel 
School.   
 
When dye was inserted into the sinkhole prior to it being filled it, within two days, the dye 
appeared in the water off the linear trail across from the NFS facility in the Erwin Industrial area.  
Due to the location, it is highly likely that the dye traveled in water under the NFS property.  I 
personally witnessed the appearance of the dye and took photos of it from the Linear Trail 
bridge (see attached).  Accompanying me was Mr. Eugene Wilson, County Commissioner, 
District I, and Mr. Terry Haynes, Road Superintendent, who inserted the dye into the sinkhole.  
Mr. Haynes stated that the NFS monitoring wells picked up the dye prior to it showing up in the 
open water.   
 
Does a Plant Walkdown Report exist for NFS?  If so, where would it be posted on the NRC 
website? We would like to see a copy. 
 
This is important due to possible safety, environmental, and even security issues. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Barbara O'Neal 
f/Erwin Citizens Awareness Network, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1151 
Erwin, TN  37650 
 
 
 


