From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

McIntyre, David
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:52 PM
Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot
Sheehan, Neil
RE: voice mail

Probably a good idea to mention the date when you do the voice mail.
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:51 PM
To: McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Sheehan, Neil
Subject: RE: voice mail
I don't plan to leave here for a while, but I can do that before I leave.
I just took 15 voice messages off the machine from throughout the day. Do not know what happened. Will be getting
some to you shortly
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:36 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Cc: Sheehan, Neil
Subject: voice mail
He may have mentioned this to you, but Eliot was thinking it would be a good idea to change the voicemail
message, to avoid having the HOOs get swamped with overnight calls. Perhaps you could tell people we are
monitoring the voice mail throughout the night. Neil can check it periodically from here.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:47 PM
Batkin, Joshua
RE: text of answer re tokyo

Yeah ... there's an implied time caveat in the answer as far as I am concerned.
From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:39 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: text of answer re tokyo
Ok, right?
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot

To: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Mon Mar 14 21:37:47 2011
Subject: text of answer re tokyo

Q With the accident at the nuclear plant over the weekend, has there been any direct impact from that on the
U.S. support teams that are already in the area? Have they had to alter their plans at all as a result?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: I would defer that question to AID, I believe. They have better information about the
teams. The two NRC officials who are in Tokyo have not experienced any issues that I'm aware of. But,
obviously, their safety -- their personal safety is important to us. But in Tokyo, there is no direct impact from
the nuclear incident itself.
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:02 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Web

1 new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

NRC NEWS
NRC EXPERTS DEPLOY TO JAPAN AS PART OF U.S. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE. Two officials from the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission with expertise in boiling ...
www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collectionsinews/...!/ 11-045.pdf

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manaae your alerts.

From:
Sent:
To:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:03 PM
Couret, Ivonne

Subject:

RE: Please Review - New image for Website Front Page and suggested caption

Attachments:

imageOOl.gif

Not sure if I replied, but this is fine.
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:54 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; McIntyre, David
Subject: Please Review - New image for Website Front Page and suggested caption
Importance: High
Suggested Caption The NRC has been monitoring the Japanese reactor events via its Headquarters Operations Center in Rockville, Md.,
on a 24-hour-a-day basis. As part of a larger U.S. government response, the NRC is considering possible replies to
the request, which includes providing technical advice. The NRC will not corrunent on hour-to-hour developments at
the Japanese reactors. This is an ongoing crisis for the Japanese who have primary responsibility.
MORELink to this press release httv://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2011/11-047.pdf

Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

~

UISNRC

Z- (301) 415-8205
P ivonne.couret@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
hffo://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/ohoto-aalierv/

2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
hflp://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.gov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx
A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

EnergyGuardian <energy@washingtonguardian.ccsend.com> on behalf of
EnergyGuardian <energy@washingtonguardian.net>
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:10 PM
Brenner, Eliot
News from EnergyGuardian

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Here are your energy and environment headlines for the afternoon of Monday,
March 14, 2011:

I
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Bingaman tries to school senators on nuclear crisis
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Consol agrees to $5.5 million fine in coal pollution case
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Jaczko says U.S. territories, states safe from Japanese
nuclear crisis
By Edward Felker
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Gregory Gregory B. Jaczko said
Monday that U.S. territories in the Pacific Ocean, Hawaii and West Coast states
are safe from radiation from Japan's damaged nuclear reactors because of their
vast distances from the sites.
"Based on the type of reactor design and the nature of the accident, we see a
very low likelihood, a very low probability, that there's any possibility of harmful
radiation levels" in those areas, he said.
Jaczko, speaking at the White House daily media briefing, also said the
commission is satisfied that domestic nuclear reactors are operating "safely and
securely" and are adequately designed to withstand earthquakes and tsunami
impacts.
He added that information from the Japanese disaster will be reviewed for
potential changes to U.S. nuclear power safety requirements, and that U.S.
plants are designed to "very high standards" for earthquakes.
"All our plants are designed to withstand significant natural phenomena like
earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis. We believe we have a very solid and
strong regulatory structure in place right now," Jaczko said.
He noted that after the Sumatra tsunami in the Indian Ocean in 2004, NRC
undertook a study of tsunami requirements for U.S. reactors.
Asked it U.S. reactors are built to withstand an earthquake and tsunami of the
size of the one that hit Japan, Jaczko declined to speculate, but said information
gathered from the Japanese plants will be used to inform future NRC rules.
The commission has sent two engineering experts to Japan to assist in efforts to
secure the reactors and is preparing to respond to a formal request from the
Japanese government for more help.

EPA proposes three-year delay on biomass greenhouse
regulations
By Edward Felker
The Environmental Protection Agency on Monday proposed, as planned, to
delay for three years new greenhouse gas regulations on biomass-fueled power
sources.
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The agency in January said it would put off the rules for biomass power while it
studies the science of biomass emissions. Advocates for biomass power stress
that it is generally carbon-neutral because the plants capture carbon dioxide
before being harvested for fuel.
EPA also said Monday that it would allow states to consider biomass fuel as a
"best available control technology" to comply with Clean Air Act permits
required for major carbon emitters, at least until the deferral expires.
EPA said the deferral affects facilities that burn plant fuel for ethanol, energy,
wastewater treatment and waste management at landfills.
The proposal is to go into effect after a 45-day comment period. Two industry
groups, the Biomass Power Association and the National Alliance of Forest
Owners, which petitioned EPA to delay biomass regulations, applauded the
plan. NAFO President David B. Tenny said the Obama administration and
Congress should act to encourage biomass use and not to regulated it as a fossil
fuel.
The details came the same day that Republicans on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee began considering the Energy Tax Prevention Act, which
would bar EPA from regulating greenhouse gas emissions from stationary
sources and from transportation.
The bill is expected to pass the committee this week and later the GOPcontrolled House. But it has not yet attracted enough support to pass the
Senate.
The administration has said the bill would dangerously cripple the Clean Air
Act, and has promised a veto if it is sent to President Barack Obama.

Exposed rods heighten concerns about Japanese nuclear
meltdown
By Eric Talmedge and Mar Yamaguchi
SOMA, Japan (AP) - Water levels dropped precipitously Monday inside a
Japanese nuclear reactor, twice leaving the uranium fuel rods completely
exposed and raising the threat of a meltdown, hours after a hydrogen explosion
tore through the building housing a different reactor.
Water levels were restored after the first decrease, but the rods remained
partially exposed late Monday night, increasing the risk of the spread of
radiation and the potential for an eventual meltdown.
The cascading troubles in the Fukushima Dai-ichi plant compounded the
immense challenges faced by the Tokyo government, already struggling to send
relief to hundreds of thousands of people along the country's quake- and
3

tsunami-ravaged coast where at least lO,OOO people are believed to have died.
Later, a top Japanese official said the fuel rods in all three of the most troubled
nuclear reactors appeared to be melting.
Of all these troubles, the drop in water levels at Unit 2 had officials the most
worried.
"Units 1 and 3 are at least somewhat stabilized for the time being," said Nuclear
and Industrial Agency official Ryobei Shiomi "Unit 2 now requires all our effort
and attention."
Workers managed to raise water levels after the second drop Monday night, but
they began falling for a third time, according to nuclear agency official Naoki
Kumagai. They are now considering spraying water directly on container to cool
it. The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency said the Japanese
government has asked the agency to send experts to help.
In some ways, the explosion at Unit 3 was not as dire as it might seem.
The blast actually lessened pressure building inside the troubled reactor, and
officials said the all-important containment shell - thick concrete armor
around the reactor - had not been damaged. In addition, officials said radiation
levels remained within legal limits, though anyone left within 12 miles (20
kilometers) of the scene was ordered to remain indoors.
"We have no evidence of harmful radiation exposure," deputy Cabinet secretary
Noriyuki Shikata told reporters.
Fukushima prefectural officials said, however, that 19o people have been
exposed to some radiation from the plant. Nuclear safety officials said
monitoring devices around the plant briefly showed radiation levels six times
the legal limit, but they have since gone down.
On Saturday, a similar hydrogen blast destroyed the housing around the
complex's Unit I reactor, leaving the shell intact but resulting in the mass
evacuation of more than 185,000 people from the area.
Officials were clearly struggling to keep ahead of the crisis and prevent a worst
case scenario: a complete reactor meltdown.
In that case, the uranium core can melt through the outer containment shell,
releasing radioactive byproducts like iodine and cesium. That endangers the
environment and people nearby.
The Monday morning explosion at the Fukushima Dai-ichi plant's Unit 3
injured n1 - seven plant workers and four military personnel. It came as
authorities were trying to use seawater to cool the complex's three reactors.
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While four Japanese nuclear complexes were damaged in the wake of Friday's
twin disasters, the Dai-ichi complex, which sits just off the Pacific coast and was
badly hammered by the tsunami, has been the focus of most of the worries over
Japan's deepening nuclear crisis. All three of the operational reactors at the
complex now have faced severe troubles.
Operators knew the seawater flooding would cause a pressure buildup in the
reactor containment vessels - and potentially lead to an explosion - but felt
they had no choice if they wanted to avoid complete meltdowns. Eventually,
hydrogen in the released steam mixed with oxygen in the atmosphere and set off
the two blasts.
Japan's meteorological agency did report one good sign. It said the prevailing
wind in the area of the stricken plant was heading east into the Pacific, which
experts said would help carry away any radiation.

Southern says Georgia nuclear project won't be derailed by
Japanese crisis
By The Associated Press
The head of the Atlanta-based Southern Co. does not expect an earthquake that
triggered a nuclear crisis in Japan will delay construction of two more nuclear
reactors in Georgia.
Southern Co. chief executive Tom Fanning said in a statement that his company
is monitoring events in Japan, but it remains committed to building two new
reactors at Plant Vogtle near Waynesboro in the eastern part of the state.
Fanning says he expects the project will hold to its current construction
schedule and remain on budget.
If approved by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the $14 billion project
could become the first nuclear plant in the United States to break ground in a
generation. The Obama administration has promised $8 billion in federal loan
guarantees to fund it.

NEI seeks to counter worries about nuclear safety
By Edward Felker
The U.S. nuclear power industry is seeking to reassure the public about the
safety of its reactors and the future of domestic projects as it tries to insulate
itself from any fallout from the Japanese crisis.
The Nuclear Energy Institute on Sunday issued a list of 19 questions and
answers related to the loss of cooling power at three Japanese reactors damaged
by the earthquake and tsunami on Friday. The radiation containment systems,
5

known as Mark I, at those reactors are identical to those at
United States.

25

reactors in the

Despite explosions at two reactors that have destroyed outer containment
buildings, NEI said the fact that there has not been a release of radiation
considered harmful to public health is "a testament to their rugged design and
construction, and the effectiveness of their employees and the industry's
emergency preparedness planning."
NEI added that it was too soon to speculate on the long-term impacts of the
disaster to the U.S. nuclear power industry, but stressed that new information
will be used in the design, licensing and construction of new reactors.
NEI also said it expects new projects in Georgia and South Carolina, that are to
use advanced safety design elements, to proceed.
Here is a link to the full document from the institute. Click here to read more.

Germany suspends nuclear expansion
By The Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) - Chancellor Angela Merkel announced Monday that Germany is
suspending for three months a decision to extend the life of its nuclear power
plants.
Merkel's announcement follows opposition calls to scrap the extension
altogether in the wake of explosions at a nuclear plant in Japan.
Her government last year pushed through a decision to extend the life of the
country's 17 nuclear power stations by an average 12 years. A previous
government decided a decade ago to shut them all by 2021.
Germany has no plans to build new nuclear plants but Merkel says it needs to
keep using nuclear energy as it speeds up development of renewable power
sources.
Monday's announcement comes ahead of three German state elections in the
next two weeks.

Bingaman tries to school senators on nuclear crisis
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman Jeff Bingaman's
staff organized Monday afternoon briefings for aides for all loo senators to help
them get up to speed on the nuclear crisis in Japan and its ramifications for the
United States, The Hill reports.
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Read more

Cantor: Nuclear energy essential to America's future
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor defended nuclear energy production
Monday, calling it "essential" to meeting American energy needs, Politico
reports.
Read more
I

Consol agrees to $5.5 million fine in coal pollution case
Consol Energy, the largest U.S. producer of coal from underground mines, has
agreed to pay a $5.5 million civil penalty for Clean Water Act violations at six of
its mines in West Virginia and spend $200 million on new pollution controls,
the Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader reports.
Read more

API to Obama: Stop taking 'baby steps' on drilling
The American Petroleum Institute says the Obama administration needs to stop
taking "baby steps" on offshore drilling and markedly speed approvals of
permits, The Hill reports.
Read more

Upton accuses Obama of creating 1970s-style energy crisis
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton tells the
conservative Newsmax Web site that he believes President Barack Obama's
energy policies are catapulting the country into a 1970s-style crisis of high
prices and short supply.
Read more
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Poll finds support for expanded drilling, tapping reserves
A new poll conducted for The Hill shows two-thirds of Americans believe
President Barack Obama should encourage more oil and gas exploration
offshore and half favor releasing oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to
ease rising gas prices.
Read more

Democrats hit GOP over possible cut to tsunami warning
system
Democrats said budget cuts proposed by Republicans to the National Weather
Service would hurt the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii, The New
York Times reports.
Read more

Nuclear renaissance may be on hold in wake of Japan
disaster
The Los Angeles Times reports that renewed enthusiasm for nuclear power in
the United States likely will dampen in the wake of the nuclear crisis in Japan.
Read more

Democrats step up calls for examination of domestic
nuclear safety
Democrats, led by Energy and Commerce Committee ranking member Rep.
Henry Waxman, D-Calif., called for hearings into the safety of the U.S. nuclear
power industry, the Houston Chronicle reports.
Read more

Japan crisis sends uranium company stocks lower
8

The partial meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant in Japan has
thrown a cloud over the growth of nuclear power and dampened investor
support for uranium mining companies, The Wall Street Journal reports.
Read more

Upcoming events
* Mar. 15, Washington: House Energy and Commerce Committee continues
drafting Energy Tax Prevention Act of 2011. 10:00 am, Rayburn 2123.
* Mar. 15, Washington: House Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and
Water Development hearing on DOE budget. Energy Sec. Chu to testify. lo:oo
am, Rayburn 2359.
* Mar. 15, Washington: House Appropriations Interior Subcommittee hearing
on Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 2012 Budget. Dir. Bromwich to testify.
2:00 pm, Rayburn B-3o8.
Asscae
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Notice

Associated Press text, photo, graphic, audio and/or video material shall not be published,
broadcast, rewritten for broadcast or publication or redistributed directly or indirectly in any
medium. Neither these AP materials nor any portion thereof may be stored in a computer except
for personal and non-commercial use. Users may not download or reproduce a substantial portion
of the AP material found in this news report. AP will not be held liable for any delays,
inaccuracies, errors or omissions therefrom or in the transmission or delivery of all or any part
thereof or for any damages arising from any of the foregoing.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:01 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert -jaczko

News

4 new results for jaczko

Japan's nuclear crisis could rock Utah's plans for power plants
Salt Lake Tribune
Fred Upton, R-Mich., noting that Greg Jaczko, chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, is scheduled to testify before the
Energy and Commerce Committee on Wednesday. "We will use that opportunity to explore what is known in the early aftermath..
See all stories on this tonic >

Obama Stands By Nuclear Power
Wall Street Journal
As of Monday morning, the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission had two technical experts in Tokyo, said Gregory Jaczko, the NRC
chairman. The Japanese also requested equipment from the US to help cool the reactors damaged in last Friday's earthquake and ...
See all stories on this topic >>

Factbox: Japan effect on new U.S. nuclear power plants
Reuters
The chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Gregory Jaczko, has said the agency will vote by late summer or early
autumn on whether to approve Toshiba Corp unit Westinghouse's AP 1000 nuclear reactor design. The reactor would be used by ...
See all stories on this topic )

NRC Says Radiation No Threat to Hawaii; Hawaii Trial Judges' Have Worst Pay in ...
Hawaii Reporter
NRC Chairman Gregory Jaczko, speaking at a White House press conference Monday, said there was a low likelihood the radiation
from the plant located in Fukushima would reach US territories. The plant poses a serious concern for Japanese officials as ...
See all stories on this topic >

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manaae your alerts.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

(b)(6)
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:51 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: hey brother, any eta on the current status?

GREAT, thank you. I will send you the full draft version before it its final for your final review
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:49 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: hey brother, any eta on the current status?

(b)(5)

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:J

(b)(6)

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:03 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: hey brother, any eta on the current status?
Got it, thanks
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:02 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: hey brother, any eta on the current status?
Half hour./

(b)( 6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtoi
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 7:54 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: hey brother, any eta on the current status?

(b)(5)

qI

Just want to give my folks an estimate on when I'll have my draft to them

Nick Shapiro

13 U/0#iS

Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
(direct)
(b)(6)
J (cell)

W(b)(6)

I

(b)(6)

(b)(5)

F----,
I

(b)(6)
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:48 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - DOE nuclear loan guarantees

News

4 new results for DOE nuclear loan guarantees

Seismic Activity and US Nuclear Facilities
Center For American Progress
The Department of Energy must continue to run the nuclear loan guarantee program to protect taxpayers and must
continue to accurately charge the nuclear industry for the risk it incurs by guaranteeing these projects. To receive a
loan guarantee, ...
See all stories on this topic >

Center For
American Progress

US wrestles with future of nuclear power in wake of possible meltdowns in Japan
Taampabay.com
While President Obama has called for a tripling federal loan guarantees for nuclear power to $54 billion, the fate of Japan's damaged
nuclear plants will stiffen resistance to such funding. Where does this all leave us? Wishing for nuclear, but fearful
See all stories on this topic ))

How Japan's Crisis Could Affect Cleantech
GigaOm
Last year, the DOE announced $8.3 billion in loan guarantees to Southern Company to build two nuclear plants in Burke County,
Ga., which will be the first nuclear plants in the US in almost three decades. All these talks have made solar appear that ...
See all stories on this topic >>

Nuclear Power Questions
Atlanta Journal Constitution (blog)
For years, nuclear energy has just sort of been in the background, as the words "Three Mile Island" still conjure up an image that has
been difficult to overcome. In February of 2010, President Obama offered up $8 billion in federal loan guarantees to ...
See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use site restrict in your query to search within a site (site:nytimes.com or site:.edu). Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manaae your alerts.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Henry <thenry@theblade.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:44 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: if you guys are going into run-and-hide mode...

finally figured it out. the missing dash at the end was the problem. damned computers don't respect the
gentleman's rules of baseball, i.e. that you don't always have to step on second base to turn a double-play but
need to at least show up in the general area with the ball before you throw it to first.

On Mon, Mar 14, 2011 at 7:14 PM, Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner

nrc.gov> wrote:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/03/14/press-briefing-press-secretary-jay-carney-nuclear-reuliatoricommission-

From: Tom Henry [mailto:thenryvtheblade.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 7:12 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot

Subject: Re: if you guys are going into run-and-hide mode...

thanks, but i can't find it. i also had a colleague in another part of the country send me a link to what he/she
thinks will take me to it, but all i get is a 404 Page Not Found on my computer.

would be receptive to any copies you can e-mail my way, even if it's a sloppy copy-and-paste job into the body
of an e-mail.

On Mon, Mar 14, 2011 at 6:42 PM, Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner(dnrc.gov> wrote:
I'm told it's up on the site now.
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From: Tom Henry [mailto:thenry(Ateblade.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:55 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Mitlyng, Viktoria; Chandrathil, Prema
Subject: Re: if you guys are going into run-and-hide mode...

c'mon, eliot. give me a break. this is your super bowl. some of us who've done a fair and accurate job of
covering your industry the past 18 years deserve better, esp. after leaming how time was made to field calls
from some of the big boys in the news business today.

On Mon, Mar 14, 2011 at 5:48 PM, Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov> wrote:
Tom: The NRC does not control the timing of the completion of the white house transcript. While we regret you have to
work late, such are the fortunes of war. I was in the briefing room with the chairman and I don't have it.

We are not in run-and-hide mode, and I take offense at such a suggestion. We are working hard with little staff and little
sleep to say what we can.

eliot

From: Tom Henry [mailto:thenry(witheblade.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:41 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Chandrathil, Prema
Subject: if you guys are going into run-and-hide mode...

is to too much to ask for you to at least send me a damned copy of Jaczko's transcript? www.whitehouse.gov
has conveniently not posted it yet and, believe it or not, there's a whole world of people living outside the
Washington beltway.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:06 PM
Batkin, Joshua
RE: Phone message from AP

I took care of her. Thanks.
From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:03 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Phone message from AP
I have a paper message that Dina Cappiello from AP called me at 11:54am today. Probably OBE but she's at
202-641-9446.

From:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Anderson, Lars (LPA/AA) <Iaanderson@usaid.gov>
Monday, March 14, 2011 7:12 PM
Brenner, Eliot
What is your number?

Cheers - Lars
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Shapiro, Nicholas S. <
Monday, March 14, 2011 7:00 PM
Brenner, Eliot
can you help translate this?

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

(b)(6)

(b)(5)

Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
(direct)

(b)(6

F

cell)

(c

(b)(6)
1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janbergs, Holly
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:42 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Nancy Hayden returning your call

505-238-6072
Beth Janbergs
Public Affairs Assistant
301-415-8211

I

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:36 PM
McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; Sheehan, Neil
USAID
image00i.gif

USAID Press Inquiries at 202-712-4320

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

r-'tU-SANRC
(301) 415-8205
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2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.cov/readinc-rm/doc-collections/nurecs/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

McIntyre, David
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:25 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Casto PR.doc.docx
Casto PR.doc.docx
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Acting as part of a U.S. Agency for International Development assistance team, the NRC has
dispatched nine additional experts to Tokyo to provide assistance as requested by the
Japanese government.
The first members of the team left the United States Monday evening and were due to arrive in
Tokyo Wednesday afternoon. The team includes additional reactor experts, international affairs
professional staffers, and a senior manager from one of the NRC's four operating regions.
The team members come from the NRC's headquarters in Rockville, Md., and from offices in
King of Prussia, Pa., and Atlanta. The team has been tasked with conducting all activities
needed to understand the status of efforts to safely shut down the Japanese reactors, better
understand the potential impact on people and the environment of any radioactivity releases, if
asked, provide technical advice and support through the U.S. ambassador for the Japanese
government's decision making process, and draw on NRC-headquarters expertise for any other
additional technical requirements. The team will be in communication with the Japanese
regulator, the U.S. Embassy, NRC headquarters, and other government stakeholders as
appropriate.
The team is led by Charles A. Casto, deputy regional administrator of the NRC's Center of
Construction Inspection, based in NRC's office in Atlanta. Casto has worked in the commercial
nuclear power industry at three different nuclear power plants, including Browns Ferry, which
has three boiling water reactors, operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority in Alabama. He
has also worked as a licensed reactor operator and operator instructor. Casto will provide a
single point of contact for the U.S. Ambassador in Japan on nuclear reactor issues.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:28 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: TNT

checking

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:27 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Subject: RE: TNT
Yes, and we will also have another press release, or blog post, later. I am trying to tag up with AID. Do you
have any numbers there?
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:26 PM

To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: TNT
Can I add that we also did a blog post?

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:22 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Subject: TNT
I cannot send TNT from here. Here is what I would send. Can you please send it from your computer?
JAPANESE REACTORS - Chairman Jaczko spoke at the White House briefing room to the national media
today, making some key points for the NRC: 1: the type of design and the way the accident is unfolding give us
confidence the likelihood of harmful levels of radiation reaching the U.S. are very low; 2: we believe the
protective steps Japan is taking are consistent with what we would do here; 3) we advise Americans in Japan
to follow the recommendations of Japanese officials; 4) we are providing technical assistance to Japan. He
also made the point that the NRC always analyses new information to see what applicability it has to the
reactors we oversee in the United States. OPA spent some time afterwards backgrounding White House
reporters who had follow on questions.
Meanwhile, two BWR experts are in Japan now and nine other NRC staffers are enroute in response to a
request from Japan.
There have been literally hundreds of interview requests, the most significant of which OPA has been dealing
with on background and on the record. Regional Public Affairs personnel began aggressively responding to
local inquries.
For a sampling of local outreach and response:
Region 2 -- WSB-AM. Atlanta; WGOG-FM, Walhalla, S.C.; WPEC-TV, West Palm Beach, Fla.; Ocala (Fla.)
Star-Banner; BBC News; Associated Press, Atlanta and Tenn.; Raleigh (N.C.) News & Observer; News 14,
Wilmington, N.C.; Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle; Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) Sun-Sentinel; Georgia Public Broadcasting;
1
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Stuart (Fla.) News; Vero Beach (Fla.) Press-Journal; St. Lucie (Fla.) News-Tribune; Palm Beach (Fla.) Post;
Huntsville (Ala.) Times; Tampa (Fla.) Tribune; WAGA-TV, Atlanta; WAVY-TV, Portsmouth, Va.
Region 3 -- OPA responded to a wide range of questions associated with the situation in Japan concerning the
safety of US plants, the NRC's position on the situation in Japan, what makes US plants safe, specific
information about the design of individual plants, background information on nuclear reactors and other issues.
We spoke to Minnesota Public Radio, WBBM Radio, Dayton Daily News, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Pittsburgh
Tribune (about Perry), Champaign News Gazette, Grand Rapids Express, Detroit Free Press, St, Louis Post
Dispatch, Chicago Tribune, WLNS, WSJM, WTOL and the Duluth News-Tribune
Region I -- Did recorded radio interviews with WHAM (NY), WOMB (NJ), KYW (Phila), WCNY (NY), WNYC,
WDEL (Wilmington), NY Public Radio. Newspapers: Newsday, Greenfield Recorder, Bloomsburg, Waterford
(Conn.) Patch, (Allentown) Morning Call, Wilmington News Journal, Press of AC, Vermont Digger, Journal
News, Pittsburg Post Gazette. Interviews with TV reporters at Channel 7 Syracuse, Channel 29 in
Philadelphia, Channel 3 in Phila. Discussed how plants are built, emergency preparedness, seismic issues
(including GSI 199), operator training, etc.
Region IV also did some heavy lifting
2: GLOBAL - The NRC launched a special inspection into an event earlier this month at Global Nuclear FuelAmericas in Wilmington, N.C. The event, reported to the NRC on March 2, occurred in a grinding station in one
of the nuclear fuel manufacturing facility's process lines. A quantity of uranium dioxide beyond prescribed
limits was found to have accumulated in a filter in the grinding station. Region II was contacted by the
Wilmington Star-News, The Greater Wilmington Business Journal and News 14 and WHQR-FM, both of
Wilmington.
OPA put out a press release and media advisory about the chairman's TV apperqaance.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:27 PM
Vietti-Cook, Annette
Harrington, Holly
RE: eWASH-WHO118

(b)(5)

From: Vietti-Cook, Annette
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:04 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Harrington, Holly
Subject: EW: eWASH-WHO118
(b)(5)

Holly
Annette
14, 2011 6:04 PM
(b)(5) (b)(5)
eWASH-WH0118
March
Vietti-Cook,
FW:Eliot
Brenner,
Harrington,
Monday,
Cc:
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
From: Vietti-Cook, Annette
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 1:33 PM
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Skeen, David
Cc: Batkin, Joshua; Coggins, Angela; Monninger, John; Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Borchardt, Bill; Virgilio, Martin;
Weber, Michael; Svinicki, Kristine; Sharkey, Jeffry; Apostolakis, George; Sosa, Belkys; Bubar, Patrice; Magwood, William;
Ostendorff, William; Nieh, Ho; Burns, Stephen; Rothschild, Trip; Doane, Margaret; Mamish, Nader
Subject: FW: eWASH-WHO118

Attached is a summary of the Deputies meeting March 12, attended by the Chairman and David Skeen. NRC
action to support White House press. Summary of earlier Deputies meetings to follow.
To OPA/EDO for Appropriate Action
From: Giles, Vanessa
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 1:02 PM
To: Vietti-Cook, Annette
Cc: Mike, Linda; Wright, Darlene; Lewis, Antoinette; Champ, Billie
Subject: FW: eWASH-WHO118

From: NRCHQ [mailto:NRCHQ.Resource@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:32 PM
To: Dodmead, James; Mangefrida, Michael; Giles, Vanessa; Parsons, Darryl
Subject: FW: eWASH-WHO118

From: eWash-WHSRI

I

(b)(6)
1
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Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:30:44 PM

To: eWash-USAID (AID.EStaskerMailLISTUSAIDcusaid.gov); ewash(CDstate..qov;
[(b)(6)
ewash(cdoc..ov;
KaterIni Malliou-(HHS Executive Secretariat); HHSComSec(,hhs..qov;

HHSExecSecahhs..ov; DOE.Commcenter6Jin.doe.qov;
Com mCenterStaff(hhq.dhs.qov;

(b)(6)

NRCHQ
Cc: eWash-WHSR
Subject: eWASH-WH01 18
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:20 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
RE: hey buddy

Not really. But I haven't checked the incoming lately. In the car on the way back he was inclined to let the
appearance today stand for a while. We have a congressional hearing Wednesday morning where we will be
on stage anyway.
eliot
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:lI
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:0!
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: hey buddy

(b)(6)

Are you guys being asked to have Jaczko do morning shows tomorrow by any of the nets or cables?

Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
(b6)

I(direct)
J(cell)
(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Loyd, Susan
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:10 PM
Batkin, Joshua; Brenner, Eliot; Coggins, Angela
FW: Remarks Rough Draft

From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 6:08 PM
To: Schmidt, Rebecca
Subject: RE: Remarks Rough Draft
Becky:
I think the remarks read well. But I think the paragraph belowl

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

You might do something like the following:

(b)(5)

For what it's worth! Thanks for the preview.
1
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Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loyd(0nrc.,ov
From: Schmidt, Rebecca
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:46 PM
To: Batkin, Joshua; Coggins, Angela; Loyd, Susan
Cc: Brenner, Eliot

Subject: FW: Remarks Rough Draft
Oral statement-what do you think??
From: Droggitis, Spiros
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:30 PM
To: Schmidt, Rebecca; Powell, Amy
Subject: FW: Remarks Rough Draft

From: Janbergs, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:08 PM
To: Droggitis, Spiros
Subject: RE: Remarks Rough Draft

Second draft attached -

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

From: Droggitis, Spiros
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:34 PM
To: Janbergs, Holly
Subject: RE: Remarks Rough Draft
Please come down and I will give you a little something to include. Thanks
From: Janbergs, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:32 PM
To: Droggitis, Spiros
Subject: Remarks Rough Draft
Still waiting to get a copy of Chairman's interview. I'm seeing if I can get more info about second team as well.
Here's a base for the opening remarks - thoughts?
-B.
Beth Janbergs
Public Affairs Assistant
301-415-8211
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Screnci, Diane
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:04 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
TNT

Earthquake - Did recorded radio interviews with WHAM (NY), WOMB (NJ), KYW (Phila), WCNY (NY), WNYC,
WDEL (Wilmington), NY Public Radio.
Newspapers: Newsday, Greenfield Recorder, Bloomsburg, Waterford (Conn.) Patch, (Allentown) Morning Call,
Wilmington News Journal, Press of AC, Vermont Digger, Journal News, Pittsburg Post Gazette.
Interviews with TV reporters at Channel 7 Syracuse, Channel 29 in Philadelphia, Channel 3 in Phila.
Discussed how plants are built, emergency preparedness, seismic issues (including GSI 199), operator
training, etc.

Diane Screnci
Sr. Public Affairs Officer
USNRC, RI
610/337-5330

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 6:05 PM
McIntyre, David
FW: Casto Bio & Pic
castobioJapan.docx; casto DBA.jpg

From: Casto, Chuck
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:30 AM
To: Mamish, Nader
Cc: Virgilio, Martin; Brenner, Eliot; Leeds, Eric; Monninger, John; Boger, Bruce; McCree, Victor
Subject: Casto Bio & Pic
Folks, Victor suggested that I send you a Bio.....attached....
casto
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:55 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert -jaczko

News

3 new results for jaczko

UPI NewsTrack TopNews
UPI.com
Besides the two experts, the administration is assembling another team of experts to be deployed, said Gregory Jaczko, chairman of
the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. "It is a serious situation in Japan," Jaczko said, explaining US personnel were ...
See all stories on this topic ,

Germany suspends power station extension plans as nuclear jitters spread
The Guardian
At a White House press conference, the head of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), Gregory Jaczko, said the
104 reactors in the US were built to withstand earthquakes and tsunamis. "Right now we believe we have a very strong
programme in place,"...
See all stories on this topic )

The Guardian

Nuclear will remain part of US energy policy: DOE official
Platts
At the White House news conference, NRC Chairman Gregory Jaczko told reporters that while his agency will look what led to the
problems at the Japanese reactor, he is assured that US reactors are currently operating safely. "Right now, we continue to ...
See all stories on this topic >

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Managqe your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:52 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Udpates

Dave is on his way

F

.

(b)(5)

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:53 PM
Couret, Ivonne
RE: Media Request for Historian - Greenwire

OK by me, but he will not be in a position to talk about current situation.
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:28 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Media Request for Historian - Greenwire
Holly wanted me to ask your guidance on this matter. Ivonne
From: Steger (Tucci), Christine
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:14 PM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: Greenwire
Call from: Paul Voosen, Scientific Reporter
Organization: Greenwire
Number: 202-446-0401

Request Interview with Historian, Tom Wellock - this week
Focus: TMVIl

JU/

..

4k

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:52 PM
Harrington, Holly
RE: Staffing for tomorrow

He's going to leave shortly.
(b)(6)
I may have to do a release. Maybe
you could send dave over if he's going to be here a while, or you can come over.
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:25 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Staffing for tomorrow
Can you send him home now (he's only on until 6 anyway) and do what you need just with Rob for a half hour or so?
That will give Dave time to catch up with reporter call backs
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:20 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Subject: RE: Staffing for tomorrow
(b)(6)

From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:19 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Staffing for tomorrow
Good plan. BTW do you want to do that now?
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:16 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Subject: RE: Staffing for tomorrow
Looks good. I would like to make a change at midafternoon in the ops center, moving scott back into the office
and having david over here.
(b)(6)
eliot
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Staffing for tomorrow
This is what I have. See what you think?
I am also looking for reinforcements for Wednesday as Ivonne will be out all day...

1
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Tuesday:
Eliot: 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Eliot will be out 2:30 to 5:30 on Tuesday)
Scott: 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Brenda: 7:30 - 6 p.m.
Undine Shoop - 8 a.m. --? (In Op Center to help Scott)
Christine Steger - 8 a.m. to 5 (loan from NRR)
Val: 6:45 - 4:30 p.m. (regular hours)
Ivonne: 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Bethany: 9:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Rob: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Dave: noon to 10 p.m.
Holly: 1:30 p.m. to midnight
Neil: 10 p.m. to 8 a.m.

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:50 PM
Batkin, Joshua
q-and-a

I think a sharepoint site will work. The staff (mostly NRR) wants to have something up by the end of the week.
Wednesday should be good.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:48 PM
laanderson@usaid.gov
NRC issue

Lars: I have detail on the dispatch of 9 NRC experts to Japan. I can provide you with some specifics for
anything you are doing. As an independent agency, I would like to toot our horn separately, but I do want to
coordinate with you before going forward.
Eliot Brenner
Director, NRC Public Affairs.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:49 PM
Meserve, Jeanne
RE: Your Questions

yes
From: Meserve, Jeanne [mailto:Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:26 PM
To: Burnell, Scott
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Your Questions
Scott.. .this is all on the record?

From: Burnell, Scott [mailto:Scott.Burnell@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:31 PM
To: Meserve, Jeanne
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Your Questions
Hello Jeanne;

1) The GSI-199 study didn't reveal "vulnerabilities" but slight increases in some plants' overall hazard
estimates - We continue to be satisfied that all U.S. plants are meeting NRC requirements for seismic
safety. The plants designed for the greatest seismic hazards are those in the areas of greatest seismic
activity.
2) The request came through the office of the U.S. Ambassador to Japan, so they can best describe the
request and requestor.
3) TEPCO or another local source is in the best position to discuss whether MOX is used in the #3
reactor. Generally, the presence of plutonium in low-enriched MOX fuel is not expected to materially
change the fuel's response to accident conditions nor the potential health effects from a release.
4) The request asks for technical assistance; the NRC is sending approximately 10 people, including
additional BWR specialists and management with wide technical experience. The agency hopes to
have them in the air tonight.
5) We're gathering additional site-specific information and analytical modeling to look at the issue in more
detail for those plants where the initial review indicated a slight increase in risk. It's an effort that will
certainly be informed by whatever is learned from events in Japan.
Scott Burnell
Public Affairs Officer
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:20 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Harrington, Holly; Burnell, Scott; McIntyre, David; Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: Jeanne Meserve Questions Needing Responses
Her questions are:
1)

Can we provide a list of those plants with the highest potential seismic vulnerability? i.e., those that are
problematic in the GSI-199 study. I've sent that question to Annie Kemmerer but need someone to
followup.

2) How did the Japanese ask for our help-oral, letter, other? Who in Japan was the requestor?
3) Is MOX fuel in the #3 reactor? If so is there a greater threat to the public from this fuel melting?
4) What is the nature of the help Japan asked for? What is the team expertise composition? How many
and where will they be in Japan?
5) With regard to our Fact Sheet on seismology, what are we doing to follow up:

The GIP confirmed that operating nuclear power plants are safe. The assessment also found that, although still small,
some seismic hazard estimates have increased and warrant further attention. In September 2010, NRC issued a
Safety/Risk Assessment report (ADAMS Accession No. ML100270582) and an Information Notice (ADAMS Accession
No. ML101970221) to inform stakeholders of the Safety/Risk Assessment results. Further action may include obtaining
additional, updated information, as well as developing methods to determine if plant improvements to reduce seismic
risk are warranted. Information regarding this generic issue and the GIP in general is available at
http://www. nrc.aov/about-nrc/regulatory/qen-issues.html.

Her deadline is 5 pm and her e-mail address is Jeanne.Meservecturner.com
Beth

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:47 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

News

1 new result for "eliot brenner"

NRC: Japan Plant Explosions Will Not Affect US Operations
Shopfloor
The NRC briefing also reaffirmed a statement the commission released Sunday via Eliot Brenner, its spokesman, who said: "NRC's
rigorous safety regulations ...

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 5:47 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: here is just the top portion, the full briefing will be sent out to press at somepoint
today

(b)(6)

Here you go brother
Lars anderson
laanderson@usaid.gov

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Mon Mar 14 17:40:51 2011
Subject: RE: here is just the top portion, the full briefing will be sent out to press at somepoint today

Thanks. Also, do you have a contact at AID?. I need to talk with someone over there.
FYI, our 9 additional personnel are outbound, most commercial, tonight. I am going to be asking AID if they
want to include something in any release they do ... or do they get heartburn if I push something out of my
shop unilaterally.
Eliot
(b)(6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:J
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:26 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: here is just the top portion, the full briefing will be sent out to press at somepoint today

And Jaczko's name will be spelled right throughout, I know in this it isnt
PRESS BRIEFING
BY PRESS SECRETARY JAY CARNEY,
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION CHAIRMAN GREG JACZKO

AND DEPUTY SECRETARY OF ENERGY DAN PONEMAN
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room

1:07 P.M.

EDT

MR. CARNEY:
Good afternoon, everyone.
Over the weekend, as you
know, the President was briefed multiple times on the situation in Japan
in the wake of the tragic earthquake and tsunami there.
USAID is leading
our humanitarian assistance effort with the Department of Energy, the
Department of Health and Human Services, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and others.

1
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Here at the White House, Homeland Security Advisor John Brennan is
coordinating an interagency process with regards to Japan and engaging
with relevant officials from across the government.
Because we knew that
you would have a lot of questions about the situation in Japan, especially
with regard to nuclear issues, I brought with me today, asked to come
today, Greg Yaczko, who is the chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
He can answer questions people have about the safety of
American citizens in Japan, as well as he can just generally update
Americans about the impact of the accident -- or rather the aftermath of
the tsunami and earthquake.
And then I also have Dan Poneman, who is our Deputy Secretary of
Energy, and he can outline everything that we are doing to assist Japan as
it deals with the aftermath.
With that, I'll
ask these two gentlemen to speak.
If you could
address the questions related to their areas to them, and then we'll let
them get out of here and get back to work.
And I will take questions on
other issues.
Thanks very much.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO:
If I could just start with just a few
points.
First and foremost, based on the type of reactor design and the
nature of the accident we see a very low likelihood, really a very low
probability that there's any possibility of harmful radiation levels in
the United States or in Hawaii, or in any other U.S. territories.
Right now, based on the information we have, we believe that the
steps that the Japanese are taking to respond to this crisis are
consistent with the approach that we would use here in the United
States.
And most importantly, we advise Americans in Japan to listen to
and to follow the instructions of the Japanese government with regard to
the nuclear facilities.
The agency has been providing technical assistance to the Japanese
government as they are requesting, and in particular, we have dispatched
two technical experts to Japan and are continuing to assemble a team of
experts that would be dispatched in the near future.
So with that,

I will then turn to Dan.

DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN:

Thank you,

Mr.

Chairman.

Thank you,

Jay.

We have been working very closely with our colleagues throughout the
interagency process here at the Department of Energy.
We've been by
Secretary Chu -- I just came from speaking with him on this matter and
we've been speaking continuously throughout the weekend.
John Brennan has
been coordinating matters interagency.
We have had frequent meetings in
person, we've had frequent meetings over the telephone, as we are trying
to respond to all of the data that we are taking in.
We've also been in very, very close, continuous consultation, all
hours of the day, with Ambassador John Roos -- and hats off to him for the
2

incredible job he and the country team have been doing as they've been
And as appropriate, given their
coordinating the American response.
independent regulatory status, we're making sure we share information as

appropriate with Chairman Yaczko and our colleagues over at the NRC.
on consulting very, very closely with our
We have focused our efforts
Japanese colleagues.
We also have dispatched subject matter experts -We are in
both reactor experts and an expert on emergency response.
consultation with them and we will make sure that any requirement that
And we are talking with them even on a
they have we are prepared to meet.
real-time basis as that proceeds.
So we have technical expertise already
if and as
We have additional capabilities
there on the ground.
needed.
Of course, the Japanese government has tremendous capabilities on
nature requires all
of our best
their
own, but because a matter of this
as required.
efforts,
we stand ready to assist

MR.

CARNEY:

What I'll

do is

I'll

go ahead and call on people.

Ben,

why don't you start?
Q Thank you. Chairman Jaczko, can you give us a sense of how President Obama is getting briefed about this
nuclear crisis in Japan and the risk to the people there? And also, in the plainest terms you can, can you describe sort of
the nature of what we're seeing and just how bad it is?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, I would turn to one of the others about the President's briefings.
MR. CARNEY: Let me just say, Ben, if I could, the President was briefed multiple times over the weekend. He has
been briefed this morning and is being updated throughout the day. John Brennan, the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security, is taking a lead on that and gathering information and coordinating the briefings the President gets
with all the relevant officials in the government.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: It terms of the second part of your question, it is a serious situation certainly in Japan. The
efforts right now of the Japanese government, with our assistance where they've requested it, is to continue to look for
ways to provide the ability to keep the reactors cool. And that is a process that has been ongoing now for some time,
and we continue to provide assistance where we can. In particular, they have asked for additional types of equipment
that will help provide water and other resources to ensure that the reactors continue to be cool.
Q Has there been a partial meltdown in any of these reactors there?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: At this time, we don't really have detailed information about the nature of the core in the
reactor itself. But it is a situation in which there has been a loss of the normal type of cooling mechanisms to the
reactor. So as the situation continues to develop we'll get better information. But right now, the focus has been to do
everything possible to ensure that the reactor continues to be cooled.
Q And this incident leading to any safety concerns at nuclear facilities here in the United States?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, as I said, from the NRC's perspective, we are always focused on the safety and security of
nuclear power plants in this country. That will always be something that we do. Whenever there's any new
information, we always take that information into consideration and make changes if necessary. But right now we
continue to believe that nuclear power plants in this country operate safely and securely.
I'll stop at that point.
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MR. CARNEY: Jill.

Q Following up on that, is there any attempt, though, at this stage to assess, carry out a study of the ability of these
plants in the United States to withstand an earthquake? Because after all, you have California. And also at least one of
the reactors in jeopardy apparently in Japan uses that MOX fuel. Is there more concern about that, heightened -- any
situation with the venting?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, with regard to the U.S. power plants, the U.S. power plants are designed to very high
standards for earthquake effects. All our plants are designed to withstand significant natural phenomena like
earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis. So we believe we have a very solid and strong regulatory infrastructure in place
right now. But of course, as we always do, as an independent regulatory agency, we will continue to take new
information and see if there are changes that we need to make with our program.
With regard to the MOX fuel, again, we are providing assistance to the Japanese where they request our
assistance. And at this time, they have not asked for any specific information with regard to the MOX fuel.
Q You just talked about how the high standards are here in the United States domestically. What are the
differences in safety standards between what Japan has and what the United States does have?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, right now as I said, our focus is always on keeping the nuclear power plants in this country
secure. We are also putting a strong focus right now on providing technical expertise to the Japanese as they request it.
Questions about exactly the differences and what changes we might want to consider and look at in this country is
something we'll deal with down the road. But bottom line right now, we believe that the plants in this country continue
to be designed to a very high standard for seismic and tsunami-type events.
Q There's already been calls -- this might be more for Jay, but there are already calls for moratoriums in the United
States. For example, Congressman Markey called for that. Does the President know about these calls for changes in
U.S. handling of this issue? And you said you were reviewing, but what is the timeline for that? This is obviously
something that Americans are concerned about.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, as an independent regulatory agency, we will always take whatever steps are necessary
to ensure the safety and security of nuclear power plants in this country. But right now we believe we have a very
strong program in place. As we get more information from Japan, as this immediate crisis ultimately comes to an end,
we will look at whatever information we can gain from this event and see if there are changes we need to make to our
system.
I would just add as a similar scenario, following the 2004 tsunami, we did review tsunami requirements for nuclear
power plants, and, in fact, went and made sure that our plants would be able do deal with that type of event.
MR. CARNEY: Chip.
Q Would plants in the United States be able to withstand a quake of this magnitude?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on anything like that at this point.
Q But are they planned to be able to -- I know they try to estimate what they would be able to withstand. I know in
Japan, for example, this one I believe was only built to withstand a 7.9 or something like that. In the United States, are
they built to withstand a quake of this magnitude, of an 8.9?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: At this point what I can say is we have a strong safety program in place to deal with seismic
events that are likely to happen at any nuclear facility in this country. As we get past this immediate crisis where we
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continue to provide support to the Japanese, we'll gather information about the specifics of the event. But I don't want
to speculate too much about what exactly were the relevant factors in Japan at this point.
Q And one other question. You said that there's a "very low likelihood," I believe were your words, of harmful
radiation making it to Hawaii or the West Coast. Is that based on the condition of those plants right now, or is that
based on a partial meltdown or, heaven forbid, a total meltdown? Could that change your assessment?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: The information about harmful -- the lack of any harmful impacts to the U.S. is simply based on
the nature of these reactors and the large distances, obviously, between those and any U.S. territory. So you just aren't
going to have any radiological material that by the time it traveled those large distances could present any risk to the
American public.
Q Even in a worst-case scenario, even with a meltdown, you're not going to have harmful radiation reach
Hawaii or the West Coast?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on various scenarios, but based on the design and the
distances involved, it is very unlikely that there would be any harmful impacts.
MR. CARNEY: Mike.
Q Do you gentlemen worry about perhaps an overreaction in this country, seeing a nuclear problem in another
country, in terms of policymakers running away from nuclear energy?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: I would defer to Dan.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I think you just heard very clearly from Chairman Jaczko that we place safety
paramount when it comes to the regulation of our nuclear power plants, and we always will. That having been said, we
have to have an energy policy and a direction in this country that's driven by our overall assessment of our country's
best interest.
In that respect, we are going to continue to seek to diversify our energy supplies. We're going to continue to make
sure that each and every one of those sources is as safe as is humanly possible. And we will continue to take all
learnings into account as we proceed from episodes that happened, from hypothetical that we might be able to come up
with. It's a matter - it's nothing new about it. It's a matter of our continuous approach to our own development of our
safety resources -- our energy resources to make sure that they're done continuously and safely. Each event as it occurs
is taken into account, but we don't sort of change from day to day our overall approach to the desire to diversify our
overall energy posture.

Q And nuclear is a key component in your interest in diversification, correct?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Nuclear power has been a critical component to the U.S. energy portfolio. We have
104 operating reactors -- that's 20 percent of the electricity of this country; 70 percent of the carbon-free electricity in
this country comes from nuclear power. So we do see nuclear power as continuing to play an important role in building
a low-carbon future. But be assured that we will take the safety aspect of that as our paramount concern.
And under the independent regulatory authority, going back to 1974, the NRC, which is independent and is,
therefore, at arms' length, will ensure that we live up to exactly those kinds of high standards that the President expects
us to use in operating those plants.
Q And quickly, it is critical to reaching your mission goals, correct -- nuclear energy?
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DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: We view nuclear energy as a very important component to the overall portfolio
we're trying to build for a clean energy future.
Q I want to follow up on a question and see if we can get Jay to answer on this -- the moratoria issue. I think it was
Senator Lieberman said over the weekend that what's gone on in Japan should cause us to put the brakes for the
moment on nuclear power plant development in America. Does the administration agree with that?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I'm happy to start and others can supplement.
As I said, going back decades, every experience that we have with respect to our nuclear plants we take fully into
account. Certainly back in March 1979 at the time of the Three Mile Island episode, there were a tremendous amount
of learnings that we applied to the improvement of safety in our fleet. Our reactors are much safer today because of all
those learnings that have been applied.
We continually hypothesize new scenarios of different types and never stop our efforts to continue to exercise our
capabilities, to assess the possibilities, and to ensure that our reactors can operate as safely as possible. We'll continue
to do that. We'll continue to seek to improve. We'll certainly take the learnings out of this experience and apply those
as well. And we know, because of the independence of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, that in terms of operating
our reactors only if they can operated safely, that is a responsibility that is properly reposed in the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
Q

So a pause isn't necessary?

DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: From a policy perspective, we will continue to operate our reactors and seek to
operate them safely. We will continue to seek to build nuclear into a part of a responsible energy future, and we will
repose our confidence in the NRC to make sure that we only do so to the extent that it can be done safely.
MR. CARNEY: Athena, I would just add that we have the plants that we have already in operation that provide 20
percent of the electricity in the United States. And information is still coming in from Japan, so as we evaluate that
information, these gentlemen have made clear that they will incorporate that into how we view safety and security of
nuclear energy as a resource.
But it remains a part of the President's overall energy plan when he talks about reaching a clean energy standard
it's a vital part of that. And as we get more information about Japan and what happened there, that can be
incorporated. But right now, we remain committed to the clean energy standard and the other aspects of the
President's energy plan.
Q

Mr. Chairman, do you have NRC people in Japan now?

CHAIRMAN JACZKO: We currently have two NRC technical experts in Japan. They are working to provide information
to the U.S. embassy, as well as to interface with their colleagues in the Japan regulatory authority.
Q And from your understanding of the situation now with the Japanese reactors, is it as bad as it's going to get, or
might it get worse?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on how this may progress. I would say it is a serious situation,
and we continue to provide whatever assistance is requested from us and is necessary -- assistance requested or
necessary by the Japanese government. And I would it is a - Japan is a technically advanced nuclear country and they
possess significant technical resources and capability on their own.
Q Jay, so there's nothing -- the President hasn't seen anything in Japan that will lead him to change his position that
the U.S. should continue to get power from nuclear sources and increase that amount in the future?
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MR. CARNEY: Dan, from a policy point of view -- but again, this is a -- information is still coming in. I think these
gentlemen have addressed the issues of safety and security of the American nuclear energy program. And as more
information comes in, obviously it will be evaluated. But 20 percent of our electricity is generated by nuclear power. It
is already a major component of our energy here I in the United States.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: If I could add, just again to reiterate I think the point that's been made, that we are an
independent regulatory authority and we always keep focus on a day-to-day basis on the safety and security of nuclear
reactors in this country. So if we do get information that would cause us to take action, we will take that action. But at
this time, we don't have any information that would cause us to do anything different with our approach with the
current reactors. But we will review information as it becomes available.
MR. CARNEY: A couple of more.
Q Mr. Chairman, of those two technical advisors you have there, are they in Tokyo? Are they up near the
facility? Are they getting information from the Japanese government? And how would you describe the Japanese
government's description of what's going on? Are they being forthcoming with both the public and with you?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, our two experts are in Tokyo and they are providing assistance to both the U.S. embassy as
well an interface with our Japanese counterparts. And we continue to work to provide resources and assistance as we
can.
Q Are they getting information, technical information from the Japanese? Are they watching press reports about
what they're seeing going on? To what extent are they really hearing what's going on?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Right now, they're providing a very valuable resource to us to give us direct information from
Japan about what's going on. And that's coming from a variety of sources, including interaction with counterparts in
their regulatory -Q Has the government of Japan been very cautious about what it's putting out publicly? They didn't have much
urgency at the beginning and it's gotten more and more urgent.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, from what I've seen, we continue to see a very aggressive effort to deal with what is a
very difficult situation in Japan right now.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Can I just supplement that by saying that we've been in consultation through
Ambassador Roos. He's been in continuous consultation with Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano. And we have two subject
matter experts over there as well, and they are in communication with their counterparts.
Q

Have you supplied any actual equipment to the Japanese? Have they requested anything?

DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Well, we are ready to provide equipment. We have talked to them about what they
have. As of this morning, there may be some additional information that Chairman Jaczko may wish to comment
on. But what we are making sure of is, A, of course they have a lot of equipment on their own, but, B, such equipment
as we have -- and we have equipment that can do aerial monitoring of ground deposition -- that's available. We have
emergency response equipment. That's available. We're not starting from a blank slate, though, because the Japanese
already have a lot of equipment, and we're just making sure we've got what we need to supplement.
MR. CARNEY: Why don't we -- one question from the Japanese media andthen we'll wrap this part up.
Q With the accident at the nuclear plant over the weekend, has there been any direct impact from that on the U.S.
support teams that are already in the area? Have they had to alter their plans at all as a result?
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CHAIRMAN JACZKO: I would defer that question to AID, I believe. They have better information about the
teams. The two NRC officials who are in Tokyo have not experienced any issues that I'm aware of. But, obviously, their
safety -- their personal safety is important to us. But in Tokyo, there is no direct impact from the nuclear incident itself.
Q Can you talk then more generally about the logistical challenges of going into an area with such unprecedented
damage?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I would defer some of those broader questions to the folks at AID that we've been
working with very closely to help provide that logistical support.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I would just add to that, our DOE people have not been impaired in their ability to
reach out to their Japanese counterparts. And in fact, at the Ambassador's request, we're sending another technical
expert to join the team so they've got more subject matter expertise there.
In the context of the coordination that Mr. Brennan has been doing from the homeland perspective, we are making
sure and working very closely with our colleagues in the Pentagon to make sure that any assets from a U.S. government
perspective that need to be brought in there, we make available whatever assets we have through them, working with
AID, as well.
Q Can I ask about nuclear waste, please? It's very important.
MR. CARNEY: I want to let these guys go for now.
Q Can we ask you about it?
MR. CARNEY: We'll take one question on nuclear waste, Connie.
Q Thank you. Is the U.S. reviewing its policy now on nuclear waste? And what are the Japanese doing in the midst
of this crisis with their nuclear waste?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I would segregate what they're doing in the middle of this crisis with respect to their
nuclear waste. The first focus in the crisis, obviously, is getting the coolant to the cores of the affected reactors. And of
course, there is spent fuel present at the reactors and making sure that that used fuel remains cooled properly and so
forth.
From a U.S. perspective, we are still very closely evaluating our options. And the principal mechanism here, as you
well know, is that President Obama asked Secretary Chu to convene a high-level panel of very distinguished Americans,
chaired by Mr. Lee Hamilton, former congressman, and retired general Brent Scowcroft. And that group is going to be
looking at all the options having to do with the back end of the fuel cycle for the United States of America, and by July
will be coming back with some interim views on the options we ought to think about going forward. I'm sure they're
going to be taking all of these experiences, data coming out of this experience into account.
Q Are you confident that Japanese nuclear waste is safe now?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: In terms of Japanese regulation of Japanese nuclear waste, I would refer you to the
Japanese regulatory authorities.
MR. CARNEY: Thank you, gentlemen, very much. I appreciate it. We'll move on to the rest of the briefing. Thank you
for coming.
Thanks for holding in abeyance your questions on other issues. Ben.
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Q Two quick ones, Jay. I know that the President's concern first and foremost is about health and safety as it relates
to this disaster. But is he also concerned about the impact the Japan natural disaster could have on the world economy?
MR. CARNEY: Ben, we have full confidence in the capacity of Japan to address the economic challenges during these
exceptionally difficult times. We're monitoring, as we do always, the global economic environment, but we stand ready
to assist the Japanese who are our friends and allies in any way that we can. And it's important to remember that the
Japanese have demonstrated a great resiliency and ability to pull together during times of adversity, and we are
confident that they will overcome this challenge and recover from this tragedy.
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Good afternoon, everyone.
Over the weekend, as you
MR. CARNEY:
know, the President was briefed multiple times on the situation in Japan
USAID is leading
in the wake of the tragic earthquake and tsunami there.
our humanitarian assistance effort with the Department of Energy, the
Department of Health and Human Services, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and others.
Here at the White House, Homeland Security Advisor John Brennan is
coordinating an interagency process with regards to Japan and engaging
Because we knew that
with relevant officials from across the government.
you would have a lot of questions about the situation in Japan, especially
with regard to nuclear issues, I brought with me today, asked to come
today, Greg Yaczko, who is the chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
He can answer questions people have about the safety of
American citizens in Japan, as well as he can just generally update
Americans about the impact of the accident -- or rather the aftermath of
the tsunami and earthquake.
And then I also have Dan Poneman, who is our Deputy Secretary of
Energy, and he can outline everything that we are doing to assist Japan as
it deals with the aftermath.

With that, I'll
ask these two gentlemen to speak.
If you could
address the questions related to their areas to them, and then we'll let
them get out of here and get back to work.
And I will take questions on
other issues.
Thanks very much.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO:
If I could just start with just a few
points.
First and foremost, based on the type of reactor design and the
nature of the accident we see a very low likelihood, really a very low
probability that there's any possibility of harmful radiation levels in
the United States or in Hawaii, or in any other U.S. territories.
Right now, based on the information we have, we believe that the
steps that the Japanese are taking to respond to this crisis are
consistent with the approach that we would use here in the United
States.
And most importantly, we advise Americans in Japan to listen to
and to follow the instructions of the Japanese government with regard to
the nuclear facilities.
The agency has been providing technical assistance to the Japanese
government as they are requesting, and in particular, we have dispatched
two technical experts to Japan and are continuing to assemble a team of
experts that would be dispatched in the near future.
So with that,

I will then turn to Dan.

DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN:

Thank you,

Mr.

Chairman.

Thank you,

Jay.

We have been working very closely with our colleagues throughout the
interagency process here at the Department of Energy.
We've been by
Secretary Chu -- I just came from speaking with him on this matter and
we've been speaking continuously throughout the weekend.
John Brennan has
been coordinating matters interagency.
We have had frequent meetings in
person, we've had frequent meetings over the telephone, as we are trying
to respond to all of the data that we are taking in.
We've also been in very, very close, continuous consultation, all
hours of the day, with Ambassador John Roos -- and hats off to him for the
incredible job he and the country team have been doing as they've been
coordinating the American response.
And as appropriate, given their
independent regulatory status, we're making sure we share information as
appropriate with Chairman Yaczko and our colleagues over at the NRC.
We have focused our efforts on consulting very, very closely with our
Japanese colleagues.
We also have dispatched subject matter experts -both reactor experts and an expert on emergency response.
We are in
consultation with them and we will make sure that any requirement that
they have we are prepared to meet.
And we are talking with them even on a
real-time basis as that proceeds.
So we have technical expertise already
there on the ground.
We have additional capabilities if and as
needed.
Of course, the Japanese government has tremendous capabilities on
their own, but because a matter of this nature requires all of our best
efforts, we stand ready to assist as required.
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MR. CARNEY:
What I'll
why don't you start?

do is

I'll

go ahead and call on people.

Ben,

Q Thank you. Chairman Jaczko, can you give us a sense of how President Obama is getting briefed about this
nuclear crisis in Japan and the risk to the people there? And also, in the plainest terms you can, can you describe sort of
the nature of what we're seeing and just how bad it is?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, I would turn to one of the others about the President's briefings.
MR. CARNEY: Let me just say, Ben, if I could, the President was briefed multiple times over the weekend. He has
been briefed this morning and is being updated throughout the day. John Brennan, the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security, is taking a lead on that and gathering information and coordinating the briefings the President gets
with all the relevant officials in the government.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: It terms of the second part of your question, it is a serious situation certainly in Japan. The
efforts right now of the Japanese government, with our assistance where they've requested it, is to continue to look for
ways to provide the ability to keep the reactors cool. And that is a process that has been ongoing now for some time,
and we continue to provide assistance where we can. In particular, they have asked for additional types of equipment
that will help provide water and other resources to ensure that the reactors continue to be cool.
Q Has there been a partial meltdown in any of these reactors there?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: At this time, we don't really have detailed information about the nature of the core in the
reactor itself. But it is a situation in which there has been a loss of the normal type of cooling mechanisms to the
reactor. So as the situation continues to develop we'll get better information. But right now, the focus has been to do
everything possible to ensure that the reactor continues to be cooled.
Q And this incident leading to any safety concerns at nuclear facilities here in the United States?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, as I said, from the NRC's perspective, we are always focused on the safety and security of
nuclear power plants in this country. That will always be something that we do. Whenever there's any new
information, we always take that information into consideration and make changes if necessary. But right now we
continue to believe that nuclear power plants in this country operate safely and securely.
I'll stop at that point.
MR. CARNEY: Jill.
Q Following up on that, is there any attempt, though, at this stage to assess, carry out a study of the ability of these
plants in the United States to withstand an earthquake? Because after all, you have California. And also at least one of
the reactors in jeopardy apparently in Japan uses that MOX fuel. Is there more concern about that, heightened -- any
situation with the venting?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, with regard to the U.S. power plants, the U.S. power plants are designed to very high
standards for earthquake effects. All our plants are designed to withstand significant natural phenomena like
earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis. So we believe we have a very solid and strong regulatory infrastructure in place
right now. But of course, as we always do, as an independent regulatory agency, we will continue to take new
information and see if there are changes that we need to make with our program.
With regard to the MOX fuel, again, we are providing assistance to the Japanese where they request our
assistance. And at this time, they have not asked for any specific information with regard to the MOX fuel.
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Q You just talked about how the high standards are here in the United States domestically. What are the
differences in safety standards between what Japan has and what the United States does have?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, right now as I said, our focus is always on keeping the nuclear power plants in this country
secure. We are also putting a strong focus right now on providing technical expertise to the Japanese as they request it.
Questions about exactly the differences and what changes we might want to consider and look at in this country is
something we'll deal with down the road. But bottom line right now, we believe that the plants in this country continue
to be designed to a very high standard for seismic and tsunami-type events.
Q There's already been calls -- this might be more for Jay, but there are already calls for moratoriums in the United
States. For example, Congressman Markey called for that. Does the President know about these calls for changes in
U.S. handling of this issue? And you said you were reviewing, but what is the timeline for that? This is obviously
something that Americans are concerned about.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, as an independent regulatory agency, we will always take whatever steps are necessary
to ensure the safety and security of nuclear power plants in this country. But right now we believe we have a very
strong program in place. As we get more information from Japan, as this immediate crisis ultimately comes to an end,
we will look at whatever information we can gain from this event and see if there are changes we need to make to our
system.
I would just add as a similar scenario, following the 2004 tsunami, we did review tsunami requirements for nuclear
power plants, and, in fact, went and made sure that our plants would be able do deal with that type of event.
MR. CARNEY: Chip.
Q Would plants in the United States be able to withstand a quake of this magnitude?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on anything like that at this point.
Q But are they planned to be able to -- I know they try to estimate what they would be able to withstand. I know in
Japan, for example, this one I believe was only built to withstand a 7.9 or something like that. In the United States, are
they built to withstand a quake of this magnitude, of an 8.9?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: At this point what I can say is we have a strong safety program in place to deal with seismic
events that are likely to happen at any nuclear facility in this country. As we get past this immediate crisis where we
continue to provide support to the Japanese, we'll gather information about the specifics of the event. But I don't want
to speculate too much about what exactly were the relevant factors in Japan at this point.
Q And one other question. You said that there's a "very low likelihood," I believe were your words, of harmful
radiation making it to Hawaii or the West Coast. Is that based on the condition of those plants right now, or is that
based on a partial meltdown or, heaven forbid, a total meltdown? Could that change your assessment?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: The information about harmful -- the lack of any harmful impacts to the U.S. is simply based on
the nature of these reactors and the large distances, obviously, between those and any U.S. territory. So you just aren't
going to have any radiological material that by the time it traveled those large distances could present any risk to the
American public.
Q Even in a worst-case scenario, even with a meltdown, you're not going to have harmful radiation reach
Hawaii or the West Coast?
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CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on various scenarios, but based on the design and the
distances involved, it is very unlikely that there would be any harmful impacts.
MR. CARNEY: Mike.
Q Do you gentlemen worry about perhaps an overreaction in this country, seeing a nuclear problem in another
country, in terms of policymakers running away from nuclear energy?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: I would defer to Dan.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I think you just heard very clearly from Chairman Jaczko that we place safety
paramount when it comes to the regulation of our nuclear power plants, and we always will. That having been said, we
have to have an energy policy and a direction in this country that's driven by our overall assessment of our country's
best interest.
In that respect, we are going to continue to seek to diversify our energy supplies. We're going to continue to make
sure that each and every one of those sources is as safe as is humanly possible. And we will continue to take all
learnings into account as we proceed from episodes that happened, from hypothetical that we might be able to come up
with. It's a matter -- it's nothing new about it. It's a matter of our continuous approach to our own development of our
safety resources -- our energy resources to make sure that they're done continuously and safely. Each event as it occurs
is taken into account, but we don't sort of change from day to day our overall approach to the desire to diversify our
overall energy posture.
Q And nuclear is a key component in your interest in diversification, correct?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Nuclear power has been a critical component to the U.S. energy portfolio. We have
104 operating reactors -- that's 20 percent of the electricity of this country; 70 percent of the carbon-free electricity in
this country comes from nuclear power. So we do see nuclear power as continuing to play an important role in building
a low-carbon future. But be assured that we will take the safety aspect of that as our paramount concern.
And under the independent regulatory authority, going back to 1974, the NRC, which is independent and is,
therefore, at arms' length, will ensure that we live up to exactly those kinds of high standards that the President expects
us to use in operating those plants.
Q And quickly, it is critical to reaching your mission goals, correct -- nuclear energy?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: We view nuclear energy as a very important component to the overall portfolio
we're trying to build for a clean energy future.
Q I want to follow up on a question and see if we can get Jay to answer on this -- the moratoria issue. I think it was
Senator Lieberman said over the weekend that what's gone on in Japan should cause us to put the brakes for the
moment on nuclear power plant development in America. Does the administration agree with that?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I'm happy to start and others can supplement.
As I said, going back decades, every experience that we have with respect to our nuclear plants we take fully into
account. Certainly back in March 1979 at the time of the Three Mile Island episode, there were a tremendous amount
of learnings that we applied to the improvement of safety in our fleet. Our reactors are much safer today because of all
those learnings that have been applied.
We continually hypothesize new scenarios of different types and never stop our efforts to continue to exercise our
capabilities, to assess the possibilities, and to ensure that our reactors can operate as safely as possible. We'll continue
5

to do that. We'll continue to seek to improve. We'll certainly take the learnings out of this experience and apply those
as well. And we know, because of the independence of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, that in terms of operating
our reactors only if they can operated safely, that is a responsibility that is properly reposed in the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
Q So a pause isn't necessary?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: From a policy perspective, we will continue to operate our reactors and seek to
operate them safely. We will continue to seek to build nuclear into a part of a responsible energy future, and we will
repose our confidence in the NRC to make sure that we only do so to the extent that it can be done safely.
MR. CARNEY: Athena, I would just add that we have the plants that we have already in operation that provide 20
percent of the electricity in the United States. And information is still coming in from Japan, so as we evaluate that
information, these gentlemen have made clear that they will incorporate that into how we view safety and security of
nuclear energy as a resource.
But it remains a part of the President's overall energy plan when he talks about reaching a clean energy standard
it's a vital part of that. And as we get more information about Japan and what happened there, that can be
incorporated. But right now, we remain committed to the clean energy standard and the other aspects of the
President's energy plan.
Q Mr. Chairman, do you have NRC people in Japan now?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: We currently have two NRC technical experts in Japan. They are working to provide information
to the U.S. embassy, as well as to interface with their colleagues in the Japan regulatory authority.
Q And from your understanding of the situation now with the Japanese reactors, is it as bad as it's going to get, or
might it get worse?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on how this may progress. I would say it is a serious situation,
and we continue to provide whatever assistance is requested from us and is necessary -- assistance requested or
necessary by the Japanese government. And I would it is a - Japan is a technically advanced nuclear country and they
possess significant technical resources and capability on their own.
Q Jay, so there's nothing -- the President hasn't seen anything in Japan that will lead him to change his position that
the U.S. should continue to get power from nuclear sources and increase that amount in the future?
MR. CARNEY: Dan, from a policy point of view -- but again, this is a -- information is still coming in. I think these
gentlemen have addressed the issues of safety and security of the American nuclear energy program. And as more
information comes in, obviously it will be evaluated. But 20 percent of our electricity is generated by nuclear power. It
is already a major component of our energy here I in the United States.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: If I could add, just again to reiterate I think the point that's been made, that we are an
independent regulatory authority and we always keep focus on a day-to-day basis on the safety and security of nuclear
reactors in this country. So if we do get information that would cause us to take action, we will take that action. But at
this time, we don't have any information that would cause us to do anything different with our approach with the
current reactors. But we will review information as it becomes available.
MR. CARNEY: A couple of more.
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Q Mr. Chairman, of those two technical advisors you have there, are they in Tokyo? Are they up near the
facility? Are they getting information from the Japanese government? And how would you describe the Japanese
government's description of what's going on? Are they being forthcoming with both the public and with you?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Well, our two experts are in Tokyo and they are providing assistance to both the U.S. embassy as
well an interface with our Japanese counterparts. And we continue to work to provide resources and assistance as we
can.
Q Are they getting information, technical information from the Japanese? Are they watching press reports about
what they're seeing going on? To what extent are they really hearing what's going on?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Right now, they're providing a very valuable resource to us to give us direct information from
Japan about what's going on. And that's coming from a variety of sources, including interaction with counterparts in
their regulatory -Q Has the government of Japan been very cautious about what it's putting out publicly? They didn't have much
urgency at the beginning and it's gotten more and more urgent.
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, from what I've seen, we continue to see a very aggressive effort to deal with what is a
very difficult situation in Japan right now.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Can I just supplement that by saying that we've been in consultation through
Ambassador Roos. He's been in continuous consultation with Chief Cabinet Secretary Edano. And we have two subject
matter experts over there as well, and they are in communication with their counterparts.
Q

Have you supplied any actual equipment to the Japanese? Have they requested anything?

DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: Well, we are ready to provide equipment. We have talked to them about what they
have. As of this morning, there may be some additional information that Chairman Jaczko may wish to comment
on. But what we are making sure of is, A, of course they have a lot of equipment on their own, but, B, such equipment
as we have -- and we have equipment that can do aerial monitoring of ground deposition -- that's available. We have
emergency response equipment. That's available. We're not starting from a blank slate, though, because the Japanese
already have a lot of equipment, and we're just making sure we've got what we need to supplement.
MR. CARNEY: Why don't we -- one question from the Japanese media and then we'll wrap this part up.
Q With the accident at the nuclear plant over the weekend, has there been any direct impact from that on the U.S.
support teams that are already in the area? Have they had to alter their plans at all as a result?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: I would defer that question to AID, I believe. They have better information about the
teams. The two NRC officials who are in Tokyo have not experienced any issues that I'm aware of. But, obviously, their
safety -- their personal safety is important to us. But in Tokyo, there is no direct impact from the nuclear incident itself.
Q Can you talk then more generally about the logistical challenges of going into an area with such unprecedented
damage?
CHAIRMAN JACZKO: Again, I would defer some of those broader questions to the folks at AID that we've been
working with very closely to help provide that logistical support.
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I would just add to that, our DOE people have not been impaired in their ability to
reach out to their Japanese counterparts. And in fact, at the Ambassador's request, we're sending another technical
expert to join the team so they've got more subject matter expertise there.
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In the context of the coordination that Mr. Brennan has been doing from the homeland perspective, we are making
sure and working very closely with our colleagues in the Pentagon to make sure that any assets from a U.S. government
perspective that need to be brought in there, we make available whatever assets we have through them, working with
AID, as well.
Q

Can I ask about nuclear waste, please? It's very important.

MR. CARNEY: I want to let these guys go for now.
Q Can we ask you about it?
MR. CARNEY: We'll take one question on nuclear waste, Connie.
Q Thank you. Is the U.S. reviewing its policy now on nuclear waste? And what are the Japanese doing in the midst
of this crisis with their nuclear waste?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: I would segregate what they're doing in the middle of this crisis with respect to their
nuclear waste. The first focus in the crisis, obviously, is getting the coolant to the cores of the affected reactors. And of
course, there is spent fuel present at the reactors and making sure that that used fuel remains cooled properly and so
forth.
From a U.S. perspective, we are still very closely evaluating our options. And the principal mechanism here, as you
well know, is that President Obama asked Secretary Chu to convene a high-level panel of very distinguished Americans,
chaired by Mr. Lee Hamilton, former congressman, and retired general Brent Scowcroft. And that group is going to be
looking at all the options having to do with the back end of the fuel cycle for the United States of America, and by July
will be coming back with some interim views on the options we ought to think about going forward. I'm sure they're
going to be taking all of these experiences, data coming out of this experience into account.
Q Are you confident that Japanese nuclear waste is safe now?
DEPUTY SECRETARY PONEMAN: In terms of Japanese regulation of Japanese nuclear waste, I would refer you to the
Japanese regulatory authorities.
MR. CARNEY: Thank you, gentlemen, very much. I appreciate it. We'll move on to the rest of the briefing. Thank you
for coming.
Thanks for holding in abeyance your questions on other issues. Ben.
Q Two quick ones, Jay. I know that the President's concern first and foremost is about health and safety as it relates
to this disaster. But is he also concerned about the impact the Japan natural disaster could have on the world economy?
MR. CARNEY: Ben, we have full confidence in the capacity of Japan to address the economic challenges during these
exceptionally difficult times. We're monitoring, as we do always, the global economic environment, but we stand ready
to assist the Japanese who are our friends and allies in any way that we can. And it's important to remember that the
Japanese have demonstrated a great resiliency and ability to pull together during times of adversity, and we are
confident that they will overcome this challenge and recover from this tragedy.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaczko, Gregory
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:25 PM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: CBS News Request

fyi
From: Richard Meserve [mailto:rmeserve@carnegiescience.edu]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:24 PM
To: D'Elia, Bartholomew
Subject: Re: CBS News Request
I have no reason to criticize Chairman Jaczko's responses.
On 3/14/2011 5:09 PM, D'Elia, Bartholomew wrote:

Hi Richard,
Below is the exchange between our White House Correspondent Chip Reid and GREGORY
B. JACZKO, CHAIRMAN, U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION. We are wondering if
the government response is an accurate one? If it was not an accurate response we might
want to get you on camera saying so.
Thanks,
BJ D'Elia
CBS News
2024574386

Following up on that, is there any attempt, though, at this stage, to assess, carry out a
study of the ability of these plants in the United States to withstand an earthquake?
Because, after all, you have California. And also, at least one of the reactors in jeopardy
(OFF-MIKE) Japan uses that MOX fuel. Is there more concern about that, heighten any
situation with the venting?
JACZKO: Well, with regard to the U.S. power plants, the U.S. power plants are designed to
very high standards for -- for earthquake effects. All our plants are designed to withstand
significant natural phenomena, like earthquakes, tornadoes, and tsunamis.

1
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So we believe we have a very solid and strong regulatory infrastructure in place right now.
But of course, as we always do, as an independent regulatory agency, we will continue to -to take new information and see if there are changes that we need to make with our -- with
our program.
With regard to the MOX fuel, again, we are providing assistance to the Japanese where -where they request our assistance. And at this time, they have not asked for any specific
information with regard to -- to the MOX fuel. QUESTION: You just talked about how the -there are high standards for here in the United States domestically. What are the
differences in safety standards between what Japan has and what the United States has?
JACZKO: Well, right now, as I said, our -- our focus is always on keeping the nuclear power
plants in this country secure. We are also putting a strong focus right now on providing
technical expertise to the Japanese as they request it. Questions about exactly the
differences and what changes we -- we -- we might want to consider and look at in this
country is something we'll deal with down the road.
But bottom line right now, we believe that -- that the plants in this country continue to be
designed to a very high standard for -- for seismic- and tsunami-type events.
QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) been calls -- this might be more for Jay -- but there are already calls
for moratoriums on -- in the United States. For example, Congressman Markey called for
that. Does the president know about these calls for changes in -- in the U.S.'s handling of
this issue? And you said you're reviewing, but what is the timeline for that? This is
obviously something that Americans are concerned about.
JACZKO: Well, again, as an independent regulatory agency, we will always take whatever
steps are necessary to ensure the safety and security of nuclear power plants in this
country.
But right now, we believe we have a very strong program in place. As we get more
information from Japan, as this immediate crisis ultimately comes to an end, we will look at
whatever information we can gain from this event and -- and see if there are changes we
need to make to our-- our -- our system.
I would just add, as a -- as a similar scenario, following the 2004 tsunami, we did review
tsunami requirements for nuclear power plants and, in fact, went and made sure that our
plants would be able to -- to deal with that type of event.
QUESTION: Would plants in the United States be able to withstand a quake of this
magnitude?
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JACZKO: Again, I don't want to speculate on anything like that at this point.
QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) are they planned to be able to -- I know they -- they try to estimate
what they would be able to withstand. I know in Japan, for example, this one I believe was
only built to withstand a 7.9 or something like that. In the United States, are they built to
withstand a quake of this magnitude, of an 8.9?
JACZKO: At this point, we -- what I can say is we have a strong safety program in place to
deal with seismic events that are likely to -- to happen at any nuclear facility in this country.
As we get past this -- this -- this immediate crisis, where we continue to provide support to
the Japanese, we'll gather information about the specifics of -- of the event. But I don't
want to speculate too much about what exactly were the relevant factors in -- in Japan at
this point.

BJ D'Elia

IWhite House Producer, CBS News' The Early ShowI 0: 202.457.4386 C:

Richard A. Meserve, President
Carnegie Institution
1530 P St., NW
Washington, DC 20005
202-387-6404
www. carneqiescience

.edu
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:24 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: where is the transcript?

(b)(6)

Sending to you now
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:22 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: where is the transcript?

I want to link to it in an internal update for our staffers.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:14 PM
Couret, Ivonne
RE: Media Follow up FW: Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace

If she doesn't quit asking I'm never going to do FOX!!!!!
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:13 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Media Follow up FW: Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace
Let me know she is on the list. Ivonne
From: Steger (Tucci), Christine
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:55 P._
To: Couret, Ivonne
Cc: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace
Call from: Andrea D'Vito
Organization: Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace
Number: 202-320-2141

Request interview with Chairman this Sunday - spoke with Eliot last week.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:14 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
MEDIA REQUEST - FW: CBS News Hour with Miles O'Brien

I'm adding to the list have not called. Ivonne
From: Steger (Tucci), Christine
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:58 PM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: CBS News Hour with Miles O'Brien
Call from: Catherine Buell
Organization: CBS News Hour with Miles O'Brien
Number: 562-716-9567
E-mail: cbuell(cmilesobrien.com
Request Interview with Chairman asap - broadcast with air on Thursday or Friday - interview in next day or so.
Topic: Nuclear Renaissance

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Loyd, Susan
Monday, March 14,2011 5:08 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Media

Thanks for balling her. And, I understand what you are saying re hearing and additional media time.
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loyd(dnrc.,ov
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:05 PM
To: Loyd, Susan
Subject: RE: Media

I'll call her. I don't mind being the heavy. I would not schedule anything on the hill at this point. Yes, he could
(b)(5)

From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:28 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Media
All makes sense to me. Do you want to call her and put her off? (I never want to wade into your territory!

Especially with Fox!)
I

(b)(5)
(b)(5)

Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loydnrc.gov
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:24 PM
To: Loyd, Susan
Subject: RE: Media
Susan: we have not gotten as far as Wednesday. We have established we will do no more TV today, and that
we will chat later today about morning shows. At the moment is in inclined not to do TV in the morning
tomorrow.

Eliot
From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:54 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Media
Eliot:
Have you talked to the Chairman about if he would want to talk with reporters after the hearing on Weds? We
got a call from Katie Young, Fox Business Net, who wanted to know if he would be available before or after the
hearing. We need to reserve the time prior to the hearing for his prep and travel, etc., but maybe

afterward? Her phone number is: 212-601-2543.

I-

(b)(5)

S
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Lovd(Fnrc.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:08 PM
NRCExecSec Resource
RE: Media Inquiry

I took care of it. Thanks.
From: McKelvin, Sheila On Behalf Of NRCExecSec Resource
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:43 PM
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; McIntyre, David; Burnell, Scott; Couret, Ivonne
Cc: Champ, Billie; Mike, Linda; Vietti-Cook, Annette
Subject: FW: Media Inquiry

The attached is being forwarded for your appropriate action.
Sheila, SECY
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:56 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - DOE nuclear loan guarantees

News

1 new result for DOE nuclear loan guarantees

NRG Texas nuclear plans seen in doubt after Japan
Reuters
"For NRG Energy we think the potential added pressure could be the end of its nuclear loan guarantee award from the Department
of Energy for STP (units) 3 and 4 in Texas which could cause a write-off in the short term, but would be likely positive in...
See all stories on this topic >)

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mitlyng, Viktoria
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:48 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
Chandrathil, Prema
Region 3 TNT

JAPAN QUAKE - OPA responded to a wide range of questions associated with the situation in Japan
concerning the safety of US plants, the NRC's position on the situation in Japan, what makes US plants safe,
specific information about the design of individual plants, background information on nuclear reactors and other
issues. We spoke to Minnesota Public Radio, WBBM Radio, Dayton Daily News, Minneapolis Star Tribune,
Pittsburgh Tribune (about Perry), Champaign News Gazette, Grand Rapids Express, Detroit Free Press, St,
Louis Post Dispatch, Chicago Tribune, WLNS, WSJM, WTOL and the Duluth News-Tribune.
Viktoria Mitlyng
Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region III
Lisle, IL 60532
Tel 630/829-9662
Fax 630/515-1026
e-mail: viktoria.mitlyn0@nrc.gov
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janbergs, Holly
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:45 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Twitter

Well, you'd need to set a new one up or find out how to get into the old one, then. Once you're in, it should be
easy enough to tweet - you just type a short message (<140 chars) into their bar and hit send.
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:40 PM
To: Janbergs, Holly
Subject: RE: Twitter
I did set one up, but I cannot remember what the heck it is.
From: Janbergs, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:33 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Twitter
Got it.
Do you have an account?
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:29 PM
To: Janbergs, Holly
Subject: RE: Twitter
I think you can relax on the update part for a while. I cannot tell you how much I appreciate the help.
How would I twitter?
From: Janbergs, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:27 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Twitter
I won't stop you =P
Are you still looking for media updates? I'm trying to help with phones and on a project for OCA but I can still
keep my eyes peeled
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:25 PM
To: Janbergs, Holly
Subject: RE: Twitter
Cool. Can I start tweeting too?

From: Janbergs, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Twitter
Seeing a lot of Tweets repeating Jaczko's comments that there's little chance radiation could make it here, and a few
repeating him saying plants here operate safely & securely and are designed to withstand earthquakes.

Beth Janbergs
Public Affairs Assistant
301-415-8211
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Brenner, Eliot •
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:41 PM
Harrington, Holly; Chandrathil, Prema; Dricks, Victor; Hannah, Roger; Ledford, Joey;
Mitlyng, Viktoria; Screnci, Diane; Sheehan, Neil; Uselding, Lara; Burnell, Scott; Couret,
Ivonne; Hayden, Elizabeth; McIntyre, David
RE: Per eliot

Additionally, you should know that we may make these generally available within the agency Wednesday. I
know this puts you in a bit of an awkward position, but no one ever said life was easy.
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:40 PM
To: Chandrathil, Prema; Dricks, Victor; Hannah, Roger; Ledford, Joey; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Screnci, Diane; Sheehan, Neil;
Uselding, Lara; Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott; Couret, Ivonne; Hayden, Elizabeth; McIntyre, David
Subject: Per eliot
You can talk from these Q&As (prepared for the Chairman), but do not disseminate them.

1

oo

A

8

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:35 PM
McIntyre, David
RE: Steve Dolley Request

(b)(5)

From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:30 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Steve Dolley Request
Well, he wanted it today ... ;-) But you're right. Let him stew.

(b)(5)

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:22 PM
To: McIntyre, David
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Steve Dolley Request
It's Monday. He can wait a little for some of the dust to settle.
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:53 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Steve Dolley Request
I take it given your new guidance, that is still our answer?
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:39 PM
To: McIntyre, David
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Steve Dolley Request
Well that's very charitable of him. I would have said that our people are very tied up at the
moment and peeling one away for a media interview just isn't possible.
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:08 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: Steve Dolley Request
Steve Dolley asks for a BWR containment expert to speak to Yanmei Jie today. Is it possible?
When I said it may be difficult, and asked if he had asked NEI, he said, "So should I say NRC is deferring
(b)(6)
inquiries to NEI?"T
1lz

David McIntyre
Public Affairs Officer
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(301) 415-8206 (direct)
(b)(6)
(mobile)
ProtectingPeople& the Environment
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 4:19 PM
Doane, Margaret; Borchardt, Bill
Ramsey, Jack; Henderson, Karen; Mamish, Nader; Virgilio, Martin; Weber, Michael
RE: OIP Analysis no2.docx

Margie. Sorry for delay in responding. Looks very thorough. Good job.

From: Doane, Margaret
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011
To: Borchardt, Bill; Brenner, Elio
Cc: Ramsey, Jack; Henderson, Karen; Mamish, Nader; Virgilio, Martin; Weber, Michael
Subject: OIP Analysis no2.docx
Attached is an updated OIP Analysis/Guidance Document for Japan. Please let me know if you have concerns
or revisions. I'd like to have it final ASAP for the NRC Assistance Team and to guide public and liaison
activities.
Thanks,
Margie
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From:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 3:52 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Blogs

2 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?
Specifically, Markey raised questions about a reactor design the NRC is reviewing for new plants that has been criticized for seismic
vulnerability. The NRC has yet to make a call on the AP1000 reactor [3], which is manufactured by ...
YubaNet.com - http2:/iyubanet.com/

The Future of Nuclear Energy - Andrew Winston - Harvard Business...
By Andrew Winston
Roughly 30 to 40 applications for new plants or expansions to existing facilities are moving through the process with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). One of the main reasons nuclear is "back" is that it satisfies two very ...
HBR.org - http://bloas.hbr.ori!

Tip: Use site restrict in your query to search within a site (site:nytimes.com or site:.edu). Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manaae your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Reid, Chip <ReidC@cbsnews.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 3:50 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: additonal info from NRC

Eliot,
I did notice you - good to see you there.
I must say the whole gang of you looked a bit exhausted. It must have been a long weekend.
Thanks very much for the additional info.
Chip

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:46 PM
To: Reid, Chip
Subject: additonal info from NRC
Chip: Nick Shapiro asked me to tag up with you regarding radiation. I wanted to offer this additional tidbit for
you: Based on the type of reactor and nature of the events, NRC expert analysts see no scenarios in which
harmful levels of radiation would reach Hawaii, Alaska, the U.S. Territories or the West Coast of the United
States.
You can attribute that to in no particular order, the chairman, a senior NRC official, or the agency spokesman
(me) Eliot Brenner
Boy did it bring back memories of my life in UPI hanging out in the briefing room. I saw many familiar faces,
despite the passage of time. Knoller and Compton and yourself among them.
Eliot

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 3:41 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - DOE nuclear loan guarantees

News

5 new results for DOE nuclear loan guarantees

Does Japan Crisis Put U.S. Nuclear Energy Push at Risk?
ABC News
Obama and Republicans support greater investment in nuclear power plants and technology. The president announced about a year
ago more than $8 billion in federal loan guarantees to build the first US nuclear power plant in 30 years,...
See all stories on this tonic )

Japanese Crisis Only The Latest Hurdle For US Nuclear Industry
lluffington Post
And last month he repeated a budget request, also made last year but not approved by Congress, for $36 billion in loan guarantees for
new nuclear reactors. Immediate political fallout from the events in Japan is still difficult to evaluate,
See all stories on this topic >,

Nuclear Threat: U.S. Implications of the Japanese Nuclear Reactor Crisis?

F] -..........

Coal Geology
President Obama has requested an additional $36 billion in loan guarantee authority for new reactors in FY2012. If
authorized, this would make a total of $54.5 billion in nuclear loan guarantees. Of the currently authorized $18.5
billion in nuclear
See all stories on this topic »

Coal Geology

First US nmke project in generation still a 'go'
USA Today
The Obama administration has promised $8 billion in federal loan guarantees. Not everyone is enamored with the idea of marching
forward. Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., urged the Obama administration to rethink its push for a new generation of nuclear power...
See all stories on this topic »ý

Tokyo Electric to Build US Nuclear Plants
MWC News
The Administration, just months ago, asked Congress to provide a $4 billion loan guarantee for two new nuclear
reactors to be built and operated on the Gulf Coast of Texas - by Tokyo Electric Power and local partners. As if the
Gulf hasn't suffered ...
See all stories on this topic ,
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Mwc News

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:54 PM
Nils Diaz
RE: television

Nils: Looks good. I would, however, strike this line in the final paragraph inasmuch as we really don't know the condition
of the cores and we've had two large hydrogen explosions:
nor do they presently appear to be even a Three Mile Island accident
Also, I just got back from the white house. We got greg into the white house briefing. His main points:
1: the type and design of these reactors and the way events have unfolded give us confidence in saying radiation at
harmful levels will not reach the u.s.
2: we believe the protective steps the Japanese are taking are comparable to ones we would use here.
3: we advise Americans in japan to follow the guidance of Japanese officials
4: we are providing technical assistance to the Japanese government. We have dispatched two BWR experts and are
assembling a team to send over in response to the request for help from the Japanese.

In the q-anmd-a ... he said that obviously we always look to learn information that can be applied to the U.S> reactors
and we will certainly be looking at the information that comes from this incident. (He was very careful not to rule out
any changes down the line domestically, as I think your OPED made a similar point. He did say we had a review of
tsunami information in 2004
Thanks again.
Eliot
--- Original Message ----From: Nils Diaz [mailto:nils.diaz@nd2group.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:18 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: television
See the attached OpEd.
Nils
From: Brenner, Eliot [Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:35 AM
To: Nils Diaz
Subject: RE: television
Fyi ... Just saw the CNN segment. Very good. To keep you posted, the japanese problem is a 4 on the INES scale.

From: Nils Diaz [mailto:nils.diaz@nd2group.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 10:50 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: television
See the attached proposed OpEd. Thanks,
Nils
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:54 PM
To: Nils Diaz
Subject: RE: television
I can't go that far with respect to the Japanese population. Off the record, the levels we have seen in the plant vicinity
are not much above background and varied up and down with the venting. (last numbers I saw were yesterday) There is
a plume out to sea.
What I think you can be comfortable saying is that because the plants were on the coast and the winds blow from west
to east that helped keep radiation away from population sources.

From: Nils Diaz [mailto:nils.diaz@nd2group.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:51 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: television
Excellent.
Would it be too much to state that currently there have been no significant radiation hazards to the people of Japan,
and that the elevated radiation levels have been essentially confined to the plant and are maintained within levels
acceptable to nuclear workers?

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:08 PM
To: Nils Diaz
Subject: RE: television
Yes re reviewing opedt. Nothing fresh on details from japan. FYI...we are putting out a press release within minutes that
says no radiation at harmful levels expected to reach the US. Will try to remember to copy you on it.
We have finally gotten the USG off the dime. White house will be moving in greater detail for broader US response in
the coming hours. But I have no clue when we are going to be able to get out in front of cameras. Greg owes you one
hell of a lunch. And you have my thanks as well.
Eliot
From: Nils Diaz [mailto:nils.diaz@nd2group.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:56 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: television
2

Eliot,

As agreed, I moved. From you, I got CNN probably tomorrow. I also confirmed FOX tonight and the WSJ asked for an
OpED to be delivered early tomorrow morning. Will begin writing now. Can I send it to you for review? Any new points
on degradation etc. at the plants ?
Thanks, Nils

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Nils Diaz
Sent: Sat Mar 12 20:00:20 2011
Subject: television
The USG is being very reluctant to go on the air and talk sense about reactors. The chairman asked me to reach out to
you specifically to ask that, time and schedule permitting, you accept what major media you can. We can support you
backchannel to some degree. I am taking the liberty of passing your contact information to CNN, which has stooped to
having "Bill Nye the Science Guy" on camera. If they call, it's all my fault!
What fun ... at least this unfolds more slowly than plane crashes.
Eliot

3

Yes, there are at least two nuclear power plant accidents evolving in Japan, with
localized impact. Actions are being taken to reduce risks to the public, however any
action is challenging in the presently resource constrained and severely crippled nation.
The accidents were caused by a catastrophic tsunami that followed the largest
earthquake experienced by Japan in modern history.
The seriousness of the earthquake/tsunami disaster in Japan has been complicated by
the possibility of radiological releases from the damaged nuclear plants, and by the
myriad of associated issues, ranging from socio-political and humanitarian issues to
concerns over how electricity will be generated and distributed. A large radioactive
release, which until now has been avoided, could directly impact public health and the
environment, as well as exacerbating the already difficult rescue and recovery efforts.
As the situation in Japan evolves, questions regarding safety and security of nuclear
power plants are again being asked in crescendo around the world. The questions
deserve fact based answers and perhaps educated opinions.
To date, there have been no reports of a major release of radioactivity posing risk to the
population; the steam released during controlled venting of reactors to maintain the
appropriate pressure and temperature contains small amounts of radioactivity above
normal levels but these levels are known not to be hazardous to human health at
expected brief exposures. The released radiation has fortunately been dispersed away
from populated areas by prevailing winds. Time and already applied expertise heavily
favor achievement of the ultimate goal: no radiation leakage into the atmosphere which
could seriously affect public health and safety or seriously contaminate the surrounding
area.
How does this accident compare to the other two well-known reactor accidents in the 50
plus year history of nuclear power reactor operation? The Three-Mile Island and
Chernobyl accidents had completely different origins from the current Japanese plant
accident; they were mostly caused by human error and equipment failure without
external forces and before comprehensive reactor safety and emergency preparedness
protocols were fully developed. None the less, failure to maintain core cooling was the
common result in all cases.
Three-Mile Island, with a protective containment dome and the USA commitment to
public health, had a partial meltdown that did not result in any injuries to personnel, no
significant release of radioactivity, and no discernible health effects from radioactivity.
The immediate effect of Three-Mile Island was the negative impact on new reactor
construction but, important lasting effects were the major improvements on reactor
safety, emergency preparedness, risk assessments, and regulations.

Chernobyl, on the other hand, had no containment dome. The graphite reactor burned,
spewing radiation into the environment for days, and the former Soviet Union showed
no commitment to protect the health of its citizens. Almost 25 years later, it remains the
only catastrophic nuclear power accident in history. The number of deaths directly
attributed to the accident has been approximately 50 persons, plus the unfortunate and
largely avoidable 2000 cases of mostly treatable thyroid cancer in children. However,
concerns about longer term health effects persist.
Nuclear reactors are designed to withstand natural disasters and external events of a
magnitude and frequency that are determined by their location, and safety margins are
added. In the USA, these plants are designed, built, operated and upgraded to meet
strict requirements for their safe operation. From earthquakes to hurricanes and storm
surges, floods to tornados, US nuclear plants and most others around the world have
fared well post natural disasters. Station blackouts are known to be amongst the largest
contributors to risk generally and station blackouts certainly caused the Japan
accidents. Blackouts have been paid special attention to by nuclear regulators and the
industry yet the Fukushima situation exceeded the worst predictions.
New reactors are designed with many additional requirements and features that have
evolved over 50 years. The nuclear industry and regulators have a much better
understanding of seismic and external events. New requirements now consider the
maximum intensity and ground acceleration of a potential earthquake, as well as the
seismology and hydrology of the region. Furthermore, in the aftermath of 9/11, the
nuclear industry and the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission designed and established
an additional emergency preparedness program that added layers of additional
protection to an already robust system. Without a doubt, this program, called B5b, is
based on the most comprehensive risk analysis done to date, and resulted in a set of
actions/resources providing further assurance of protection to our people from natural or
man-made events. The Fukushima reactors are the first ones to suffer core damage
from a natural disaster. The disaster was a double blow far beyond historical
dimensions. Design changes for Japan and other seismically active regions are to be
expected.
The 2011 Japan earthquake/tsunami combination pushed or exceeded the design limits
of its reactors, even for such a seismically active region. It appears that the main plant
structures (the reactor, turbine/generator, auxiliary buildings and emergency diesel
generators structures) fared well even under the load of such an extreme earthquake
and subsequently massive tsunami. The onslaught of the water from the tsunami
eventually led to the failure of systems designed to maintain the reactor core cool and
the containment integrity intact under maximum expected seismic events. We do not
know what the tremor intensity or the ground acceleration was at the plant site. We do
know that the reactor and key structures are still standing when most structures around

it have been demolished. The complete loss of electrical power, or station blackout,
appears to be the leading accident precursor.
The lessons learned from the impact of the earthquake/tsunami on Japan's nuclear
power plants will probably be focused on the elevation and layout of emergency
electrical and cooling systems, as well as additional layers of preparedness. The
learning will certainly be incorporated into the designs of any new reactors, if needed.
The new reactors will undoubtedly address short and long term reactor cooling needs
with technology that requires no external emergency core cooling.
It is a fact that the operating record of nuclear power has improved steadily since the
mid-eighties, and that the Chernobyl accident is the only one that caused loss of life,
impacted public health and the environment. The Chernobyl accident was poorly
managed from every perspective. On the other hand, no member of the American public
has been harmed by the operation of the US nuclear plant fleet, while they have
generated electricity reliably, economically, safely and securely for decades.
Today, I remain hopeful that the nuclear plant accidents in Japan will remain contained,
and that no serious injury to the public or the environment will result. I also remain
hopeful that we will continue to improve the safety and security of nuclear plants at
home and abroad and that we will incorporate these safe and effective nuclear power
plants into the mainstream of our nation's energy portfolio. And I remain hopeful that,
yes, one day, we will view them as common components of our global industrial
infrastructure.
No, the evolving nuclear accidents at Fukushima nuclear reactors are not a Chernobyllike catastrophe nor do they presently appear to be even a Three Mile Island accident. I
am certain the Japanese people will turn this disaster into prosperity. I am also
convinced that the global nuclear power industry will emerge stronger and even more
committed to contributing to the energy needs and the well-being of the people of the
world.

Note: Two reactors were severely damaged by an earthquake in Armenia on December
7, 1988 however both were shut down before an accident occurred. The Windscale
Fire, at a graphite production reactor in England, on October 10, 1957, released
substantial amounts of radioactivity into the atmosphere, with limited environmental and
health impact.

From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S.

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 2:49 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: further NRC refinement for transcript

(b)(6)

Folks here don't want to mess with the transcript as you are an independent agency, so I think best for you to send that
as a statement to chip reid (reidc@cbsnews.com) at cbs and to anyone else asking about this issue, I'll loop you to
anyone asking me and you can give that statement.
That work?
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:44 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: further NRC refinement for transcript
Based on the type of reactor and nature of the events, NRC expert analysts see no scenarios in which harmful
levels of radiation would reach Hawaii, Alaska, the U.S. Territories or the West Coast of the United States.
Glad we could help. I suspect we will cross paths again a time or two before this is over.
Eliot
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

McClain, Dylan <mcclaind@nytimes.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:46 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Illustration of Japanese reactor

Eliot,
We're looking for a different type of expert now: One who can talk about radiation levels and human health as well as
what type of radiation (and in what form) is produced in nuclear reactor decay. Any chance that you know of someone
who could help?
Thank you.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
Date: Sun, 13 Mar 2011 20:54:13 -0400
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind~inytimes.com>
Cc: "Couret, Ivonne" <Ivonne.Couret(onrc.gov>, "Sheehan, Neil" <Neil.Sheehan@nrc.gov>, "Screnci, Diane"
<Diane. Screnci(dnrc.pov>
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor
We have been having email problems today. Sorry. Will try to help you tomorrow.
Eliot
Ivonne.... over to you, although neil or diane may have the answer

From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind(qnytirnes.corm]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:08 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Eliot,
Still had not heard back about the diagram. Even if someone could lay their hands on a higher resolution copy of it, that
would be very helpful. Thank you.

Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(Zinrc.gov>
Date: Sun, 13 Mar 2011 12:02:31 -0400
I

/ýb 011-1615

To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind(ainytimes.com>
Cc: "Hayden, Elizabeth" <Elizabeth.Haydenn..nrc.gov>, "Screnci, Diane" <Diane.Screnci(anrc.gov>
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Beth/diane .. need some history help here.

From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind(Ci.nytimes.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Eliot,
Couple of questions about TMI. The image below is from the NRC, but I can't seem to find the original report that I
assune it came from...
http://www.nrc.gov/images/reading-rm/photo-gallery/20071114-006.ipg
We'd like to get the image sent to us so that we can use it or copy it (it is a bit too low resolution off the Web).
Also, does anyone know on what basis it was drawn? Meaning, how did the illustrator come up with the hnage? Was it
based on some sort of photograph? We just want to know if it is an interpretation, or drawn from real life.-.
Finally, do you know if the meltdown breached the reactor?
Thank you.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(&nrc.yov>
Date: Sat, 12 Mar 2011 19:22:34 -0500
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind(dnvtimes.com>
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Looks good on our end. Nice job.

From: McClain, Dylan rmailto:mcclaind(a-,nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:36 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Margaret Harding; KEREKES, Steven
Subject: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Can you please look over the attached illustration and let me know if you see any problems or mistakes? Thank you.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times
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The Explosion at the Japanese Reactor
The explosion at 3:46 p.m. Japan time on Saturday may have been caused by a buildup of gases
when the reactor's cooling system failed after the quake.
CRAN E TO MOVE
-FUEL IN AND OUT
OF TH HE
REACTOR

THE COMPONENTS OF A
BOILING WATER REACTOR

REACTOR Where nuclear chain reaction

turns water to steam. The steam is
piped to another building where it turns
turbines to generate electricity.
On Saturday, engineeers were flooding
the reactor with seawater to keep the
fuel rods from overheating and melting,
when radioactive material could seep
from the reactor. Japan's nuclear safety
agency reported Saturday that caesium137 and iodine-131 were found near the
reactor. These are the products of
melting fuel.
SPENT FUEL POOL

Stores spent fuel rods.

If they do not remain covered by water,
the rods can still heat up and melt.
PRIMARY CONTAINMENT VESSEL

Has steel and concrete walls which
can contain radioactive material if it
leaks out of the reactor. Still intact

as of Saturday night.
SECONDARY CONTAINMENT BUILDING

The roof and some exterior walls were
destroyed by the explosion.
TORUS Used to relieve excess pressure

in the reactor. If there is too much
pressure to contain in the torus, rapid
venting of excess pressure from the
torus may cause damage to the
secondary containment building. This
may have contributed to the explosion.

Status of the Reactors

Reactors 5 and 6
Had been stopped
for regular
maintenance.

As of 11 p.m. Japan time on Saturday.

Reactor 1
An explosion occurred near this reactor
about 3:40 p.m. Japan time on
Saturday, destroying the exterior walls of
the reactor building. Engineers are
flooding the reactor core with seawater
to keep it from overheating.

Sources: Tokyo Flectric Power: satellite imaee hv Dinital Globe via Gooele Farth

Reactors 2 and 3
Engineers are
adding water to
these reactors,
which were stopped
automatically during
the quake.

Reactor 4
Had been
stopped for
regular
maintenance.
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:38 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

1 new result for "eliot brenner"

News

Expert: Nuclear emergency poses no 'significant' risk
WMBF
"NRC's rigorous safety regulations ensure that US nuclear facilities are designed to withstand tsunamis, earthquakes and other
hazards," Eliot Brenner told ...

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:23 PM
'nkhayde@sandia.gov'
Re: Japan

Send phone #. Will call in a while. Very busy. Just back from white house.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
(b)(6)
C:l
Sent from my Blackberry

From: Hayden, Nancy Kay <nkhayde@sandia.gov>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Mon Mar 14 14:17:45 2011
Subject: Japan
So, how busy are you right now?
I actually did a number of experiments and analyses way back twenty years ago on loss of coolant accidents on these
same reactor designs. I know how dicey the management of this kind of accident can be.
Let me hear how you are handling this!
Nancy

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2011 10:57 AM
To: Hayden, Nancy Kay
Subject: the trip is on but...

The boss has agreed to give a speech in Albuquerque at a conference Monday, April 11, and at least
(b)(6)
do a whirlwind stop at Sandia.I
(b)(6)

I will keep you posted.
Come back. All is forgiven.

eý U/4 6 'Z.,

Eliot
1

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ahlers, Mike <Mike.Ahlers@turner.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:14 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Meserve, Jeanne
RE: CNN -- Request from Japan

Thank you. - Mike, cnn

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:09 PM
To: Ahlers, Mike
Cc: Meserve, Jeanne
Subject: Re: CNN -- Request from Japan
Relayed to us about 5am from Our staff at embassy in tokyo.
no. It deals with government to government communications.
Fyi, no plume stuff here for you tp foia. This is analysis of scenarios, not plume modeling.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C:I

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Ahlers, Mike <Mike.Ahlers@turner.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Meserve, Jeanne <Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com>
Sent: Mon Mar 14 13:13:45 2011
Subject: CNN -- Request from Japan
Eliot,
Do you know time the NRC got this request, and in what format? If it is written, can we get a copy?
Thanks - Mike

From the NRC:
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ASKS FOR ASSISTANCE WITH REACTOR EVENTS;
U.S. GOVERNMENT AND NRC PREPARING RESPONSE
The Japanese government has formally asked for assistance from the United States as it continues to respond to
nuclear power plant cooling issues triggered by an earthquake and tsunami on March 11. As part of a larger U.S.
govermnent response, the NRC is considering possible replies to the request, which includes providing technical
advice.

Included in a U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) team dispatched earlier to Japan to assist with

the disaster are two boiling-water reactor (BWR) experts from the NRC. They are currently in Tokyo offering
technical assistance. USAID is the federal government agency primarily responsible for providing help to countries
recovering from a disaster.
The NRC has been monitoring the Japanese reactor events via its Headquarters Operations Center in Rockville, Md.,
on a 24-hour-a-day basis.
The NRC will not comment on hour-to-hour developments at the Japanese reactors. This is an ongoing crisis for the
Japanese who have primary responsibility.
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 2:06 PM
'George.Lobsenz@ihs.com'
Re: current issue

Don't think so. Think clinton totally screwed up.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
Ci

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Lobsenz, George <George.Lobsenz@ihs.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Mon Mar 14 13:35:02 2011
Subject: RE: current issue
Thanks for this. Flying in coolant seemed strange to me, but could get no clarification from state prior to my deadline
friday. Did the air force fly in a backup generator or battery or something?
George
From: Brenner, Eliot [Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 10:24 PM
To: 'George Lobsenz'
Subject: current issue
George, that report about the air force flying in coolant is bogus. The state department walked back from
Clinton's comment late today. Air Force says it has done nothing of the sort.
Eliot

U/4 6LI
4S
1

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:05 PM
Magwood, William
Bubar, Patrice
Re: fallout map

Bogus and we are trying to get that word out.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
Ci

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Magwood, William
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Bubar, Patrice
Sent: Mon Mar 14 13:49:16 2011
Subject: FW: fallout map
Eliot,
Someone passed this on to me. FYI.
WDM

Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:58 AM
Subject: fallout map
Hi Bill, hope this finds you well. Crazy times in energy - oil and now nukes.
Just fyi Drudge has a fallout map that is probably hoax but has an NRC logo on it (also a version circulating with an
Australian NRC logo).
http://www.iapan.orcq/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/falloutmap2.ipq
Th

t you'd like to know,

.,(/

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 1:48 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Safetry line

(b)(5)

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
(b)(6)
Cl
Sent from my Blackberry

/p 1ýa

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leistikow, Dan <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>
Monday, March 14, 2011 1:30 PM
'Shapiro, Nicholas S.'; 'Shawna.Shepherd@turner.com'; Brenner, Eliot
RE: briefing today

Deputy Secretary of Energy Daniel Poneman
(b)(6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtol
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 1:29 PM
To: 'Shawna.Shepherd@turner.com'; Leistikow, Dan; 'Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov'
Subject: Re: briefing today

Adding their two press people for you, eliot and dan will give you accurate spelling and titles

From: Shepherd, Shawna <Shawna.Shepherd@turner.com>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Mon Mar 14 13:26:59 2011
Subject: RE: briefing today
What are their names/titles?

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:1
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:54 AM
To: Shepherd, Shawna
Subject: Re: briefing today

(b)(6)

If so we will update the guidance

From: Shepherd, Shawna <Shawna.Shepherd@turner.com>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Mon Mar 14 11:48:25 2011
Subject: briefing today
Hey there - We're hearing someone from DOE will be joining the briefing to answer q's about Japan's nuclear
issues. Can you confirm?

1
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From:

Mitlyng, Viktoria

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 1:17 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Chandrathil, Prema
FW: Mark 1 reactors

Eliot, I assume you guys will handle this inquiry in HQ.
From: Tom Henry [mailto:thenry@theblade.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Chandrathil, Prema
Subject: Mark I reactors
Hey, chief I know you won't believe me if I told you that we sat down six months ago and thought of March 14, 2011 as a
great day to launch into a nice little feature about Mark 1 reactors....
But seriously, folks...
Who are some people you'd suggest I speak with to sift through rhetoric and separate fact from fiction? As you
probably know, there are 23 Mark I BWRs in the United States, one of them being Fermi 2 (30 miles north of
Toledo).
We're planning a graphic that plots all 23 on a map and would like some background/details on how Mark 1
BWRs have evolved over the years, what similarities and differences they have - i.e. what sense of satisfaction
or anxiety someone in the United States should have if a perfect storm of bad things happen at the same time
that causes loss of on-site power, etc., i.e. if not an earthquake and tsunami, then an earthquake and a tornado or
whatever...
Also, while I imagine you're busy as hell and I'm paying attention to the latest news releases, can you get me
some immediate thoughts about what this means for future nuke applications (knowing DTE energy is among
those who've filed) - not from the Wall Street/investor or industry perspective, but from the regulator
perspective? What might you be looking for now that you might not have considered before? Surely, it's too
soon for a complete Lessons Learned report, but what can you say at this point?
Just trying to put it all into fair and balanced perspective.
Anyone from GE come to mind?
Tom

$OlzI6 ý

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Meserve, Jeanne <Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 12:55 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Have the Japanese formally asked NRC for help?

Jeanne Meserve
CNN Homeland Security Correspondent
202-898-7553 office
Follow me on twitter @JMeserveCNN

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

(b)(6)
Hopkins, Marissa C. <1
Monday, March 14, 2011 12:21 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Brenner, Eliot; Rangel, Antoinette N.
Wozniak, Natalie S.
RE: At southwest gate

Natalie has put this in for clearance. It may take a little bit. Thanks for your patience.
Marissa Hopkins
White House Press Office

Original
----Message ----From: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:19 PM
To: 'Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov'; Rangel, Antoinette N.; Hopkins, Marissa C.
Subject: Re: At southwest gate
Adding marissa and AR to help get in
---- Original Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Mon Mar 14 12:18:38 2011
Subject: At southwest gate
With jaczko and chief of staff
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C[

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

I
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 12:00 PM
'dcappiello@ap.org'
Re: JAPAN NUCLEAR CRISIS

At some point. Busy now. Sorry couldn't get to yoiur call.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C:l

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Cappiello, Dina <DCappiello@ap.org>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Mon Mar 14 11:58:32 2011
Subject: JAPAN NUCLEAR CRISIS
Eliot,
Need to talk to you today, re: Japan and other matters. Thanks,
Dina
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 9:11 AM
To: Cappiello, Dina; Daly, Matthew
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Frommer, Fred,
Subject: RE: an email address
just looking out for my ink-stained wretch friends. We are a very small part of the energy/environment pile, but
want to be sure you have our material in time to process/understand it before the embargo on this stuff is lifted,
and so if one of you is on our conference call you have some base of knowledge from which to work..
From: Cappiello, Dina [mailto:DCappiello@ap.org]
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 9:05 AM
To: Daly, Matthew; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Frommer, Fred
Subject: Re: an email address

No labor yet!! Thanks Eliot for the head's up.

From: Daly, Matthew
To: 'Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov' <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
Cc: 'Elizabeth.Hayden@nrc.gov' <Elizabeth.Hayden@nrc.gov>; Frommer, Fred; Cappiello, Dina
Sent: Thu Jan 28 08:55:35 2010
Subject: Re: an email address
1~e~
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Hi Eliot,

We are interested in anything you have on the budget. Appc the heads up.
Dina and Fred are cc'ed. She was still working last night. Our fingers are crossed.
Matthew

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Daly, Matthew
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth <Elizabeth. Hayden@nrc.gov>
Sent: Thu Jan 28 08:18:10 2010
Subject: an email address

matt: I cannot find Dina's contact information, can you relay it to me (and beth hayden who is copied on this
note). we want to be able to reach out to you, dina and fred, perhaps this friday or saturday, with embargoed
copies of our budget. not sure if dina has left for maternity leave.
eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:1

(b)(6)

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898
and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IP US DISC]
msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 11:51 AM
Bubar, Patrice
Re: Call from a Journalist from Chile

Tnx
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
CJ

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Bubar, Patrice
To: Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Akstulewicz, Brenda
Cc: Crawford, Carrie
Sent: Mon Mar 14 11:48:29 2011
Subject: FW: Call from a Journalist from Chile
Please note the request we had from a journalist in Chile.
We have not returned the phone call.
Patty Bubar
Chief of Staff
Office of Commissioner William D. Magwood
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
301-415-1895

From: Crawford, Carrie
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Lisann, Elizabeth
Subject: Call from a Journalist from Chile

I am passing on this message as a call for former Commissioner Lyons from Jose Duarte, a Chilean journalist,
obviously inquiring into the present nuclear consequences as a result of the Japanese quake.
He can be reached at 562-339-1099. If you feel it should be passed on to Public Affairs, the number is 4158200 for Brenda Akstulewicz, the Administrative Assistant.
Thanks,
Carrie

From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:43 AM
Brenner, Eliot
3/14 Media Update 2

FOX: structural engineer Kit Miyamoto updates on scope of damage in Japan / most issues caused by tsunami and flood,
not earthquake / nuclear issues something out of control, involving fear of unknown
FOX: It is likely meltdown is underway in three reactors / experts arguing about terminology of "meltdown" / wind
direction mostly blowing radiation away from cities / winds will be shifting for worse / approaching storm system: cold
rain, wind, snow on Tues in JP
FOX: Jack Spencer (Heritage) bad news but not disaster / containment facility still intact, that's what it's there for / even
in a full meltdown the containment structure should be adequate to hold that in and prevent a significant release of
radioactive material / we need is to make sure we keep the seawater running through there to keep it cooled down and
the natural breakdown and decay should dissipate in a relatively short time / this is gonna be a huge financial hit but
public health and safety will be maintained and Japan has a lot of problems to deal with outside of this
CNN: (Nils Diaz) in no way this can be compared to Chernobyl / reactor is different type / accident in TMI is a little more
comparable but it involved much more human error not massive damage from a tsunami that followed earthquake / I
believe that this is a contained accident and I believe they are successfully and slowly progressing to containing it / I
would still rate it low 2 or 3 / I have been dealing with this all my life and I don't see significant concentrations of cesium
or iodine
Reuters
-TEPCo sees rise in radiation levels at Daini but says probably due to Daiichi
-cooling processes at Daini still working properly
NYT
-differences between TMI and situation in Japan probably not saving grace for nuclear renaissance
-energy analysts expecting debate has been altered
-Meserve: too early to judge reaction in US
-Rep Upton: issued statement re: "unwavering commitment to safety at US nuclear sites"
-Markey wants to ban new construction
-Murkowski spokesman sees this as being out of anyone's control and says it's premature to attack nuke
industry
NYT
-Edano: containment vessel sound
-three workers at radiation illness
-valve has been fixed at Daiichi but water is not yet rising

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
U147

C:l

(b)(6)

From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:41 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: urgent: call Chairman Jackzo
I

(b)(6)

~(b)(5)

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Mon Mar 14 11:31:05 2011
Subject: urgent: call Chairman Jackzo

(b)(5)

Eliot

1
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From:

Williams, Matthew

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:32 AM
Brenner, Eliot
B-Roll format

Hi Eliot,
I made an HD Apple ProRes 422 file for the DVD.
The tape is standard def DV format on DVCAM tape.
I also left a DVD for your review on a standard DVD player.
If you need further info, or a different format, let me know and I can crank it out pretty quickly.
Matt Williams
3Links Technologies
Audiovisual Support Contractor
Mailstop: T6E20
Tel: 301-415-6851

I
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:32 AM
Couret, Ivonne
Listserv & Interview request (Bethany)

Bernie Soriano from Bloomberg Radio in NY wants someone to do a radio interview over the phone
later today. I told him I'd have him added to the queue.
He also would like to be added to the listserv:
212-617-4216
Bsorianol -,bloomberg.net
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C: I

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 11:21 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Boozer, Diane T.
Tape pick up

Diane. - please just let eliot brenner, copied here, which format you want and when you will be there to get it. Thanks so
much.

1
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From:
Sent:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 11:16 AM
Couret, Ivonne
Add to listserv (Bethany)

To:
Subject:

Joanie Hilfer would like to be added to our listserv. She's looking for more information about nuclear
energy and risk, and apparently hasn't ever covered this type of story before. She'd also be interested
in having someone who spoke Spanish do a live interview with her, but I put her off on that.
ihilfer~ocb.ibb.qov
305-437-7183
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:J

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:

Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 11:16 AM
Batkin, Joshua; Loyd, Susan; Coggins, Angela; Leistikow, Dan; Reynolds, Tom; Mueller,
Stephanie; LaVera, Damien
NRC q&A
Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx

Importance:

High

Subject:

The attached document is NRC q-and-A as of midafternoon yesterday. I am trying to pull another document
that may add to that. These are for information to help prepare Mr. Poneman ... and he should use them for his
information rather than citing "the NRC says>"
Eliot Brenner

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 11:09 AM
Couret, Ivonne
Add to listserv (Bethany)

Could you please add Peter Cook at Bloomberg to the listserv?
pcook6(@bloomberq.net
202-422-3636
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

1
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:08 AM
Hayden, Elizabeth
RE: In the office. Let me know if you want me in the Ops Ctr.

Stay there for the moment. I have a press release to get out, then I want to do a conference call with all the
staff. Say noon. Please ask Brenda to set one up. Thanks.

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:06 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Harrington, Holly
Subject: In the office. Let me know if you want me in the Ops Ctr.

Beth

1.16
I
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From:

Couret, Ivonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Monday, March 14, 2011 11:05 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Add to listserv (Bethany)
imageoo1.gif

Yes I'm asking all media call if they want to be added as well Ivonne
Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

S!U

1 SNRC

U (301) 415-8205
Mýivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.aov/readinl-rm/photo-gallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
hffa://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
hftp://Portal.nrc.qov/OCM/opa/bloc/default.asox
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Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:02 AM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: Add to Iistserv (Bethany)
Could you please add Fox News' DC desk to the listserv?
dc.desk(afoxnews.com
202-824-6369
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:
(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March. 14, 2011 11:02 AM
Jaczko, Gregory
RE: Catching up

I'll take care of it.
From: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:02 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: FW: Catching up
fyi
From: Strickler, Laura [mailto:StricklerL@cbsnews.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 10:33 AM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Subject: Catching up
Hi Greg Long time no talk!I

(b)(6)

I-

I'm writing to see if we could talk for a few minutes today, I'm at 202-457-1597, thanks very much,
Laura
Laura V. Strickler, Producer
CBS Evening News with Katie Couric
Desk: 202-457-1597
Cell:F
(b)(6)
stricklerl4,cbsnews.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:59 AM
Loyd, Susan
RE: Talking Points

Yes. Patience, grasshopper.
From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 10:54 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Talking Points

Eliot:
Could you send us the updated talking points when you get a chance? Thanks.
Susan
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loyd(a-nrc.gov

I
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 10:53 AM
Couret, Ivonne
Reporter (from Bethany)

Beau Koltnow at Channel 69 in PA wants to talk about emergency preparedness in light of the
Japanese situation - he wants to know about safety procedures in PA, etc. Told him he couldn't have
an interview, so he said background would work.
bkoltnowawfmz.com
610-791-1111
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:53 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Media Request - NPR Background and Interview
image001.gif

NPR- DC
Brakkton Booker
202-513-2131
Background/ and Interview for a story about
bbooker(@npr.orQ
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

c7

SJNRC

U (301) 415-8205
f: ivonne.couret@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
hffD://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/photo-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
httf://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.qov/OCM/opa/bloq/defaull.aspx
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 10:52 AM
Brenner, Eliot
3/14 Media Update 1

Kyodo (AP)
-fuel rods at Fukushima Unit 2 were fully exposed at one pt, says plant operator
-TEPCO: water levels later covered 30 cm in lower parts of fuel rods
-hydrogen explosion at unit 3 may have caused cooling problem in unit 2
-hydrogen explosion possible at unit 2; utility may open hole in building to release hydrogen
-currently releasing radioactive steam to depressurize unit 2
-TEPCO: only one fire pump is working, unit 2 given priority
-blast injured 11, 2 exposed to radiation
-cores of unit 1 and unit 3 partially melted
-possibility of broadening evacuation area
-Edano: we think possibility of large amt of radiation being dispersed is low
AP
-2nd explosion at Daiichi felt 25 mi away
-radiation levels at reactor remain within legal limits
-focus on unit 2 because other reactors relatively stable
-inner containment shell around unit 3 intact
-17 US personnel flying relief missions found to have been exposed to low-level radiation; exposure
background radiation; personnel scrubbed and declared contamination-free
-int'l scientists: length of time indicates reactors not moving quickly to meltdown
BBC has a Q&A up about the situation - nothing new or alarmist
Reuters
-Westinghouse shuts down its two nuclear fuel facilities in Japan
-one will prob reopen soon; not sure about other yet

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200

C:

(b)(6)
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From:

Sent:

To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:49 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Media Request - looking for background info
imageOOl.gif

Reuters
Ayesha Rascoe
202-310-5683
Avesha.rascoe@thomsonreuter.com
*lnfo on what NRC is doing regarding Japan

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

17tU&N-RC
V (301) 415-8205
R- ivonne.courel@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl

hfto://www.nrc.qov/readina-rm/photo-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
hffp://www.nrc.qov/readinn-rm/doc-collectlons/nureqs/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
hffD://Portal.nrc.gov/OCM/opa/bloci/default.aspx
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Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:43 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Media Request - Background and Confirmation from AP
imageOO1.gif

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

AP wire
Ray Henry
404-522-8971 cell

(b)(6)

IvonnetL. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

a (301) 415-8205
[V,]ivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htto://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/-hoto-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.gov/readinq-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
bttp://oortal.nrc.gov/OCM/opa/bloc/default.aspx
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From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 10:41 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: media today/press release

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

at my desk now

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 10:28 AM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: Re: media today/press release
What is your number?
(b)(5)
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200
(b)(6)
C:l
Sent from my Blackberry

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S.

P

(b)(6)

To: Brenner, Eliot
(6
Cc: Vietor, Tommy
Sent: Mon Mar 14 10:09:03 2011
Subject: RE: media today/press release

Thanks Eliot,
We are putting together our thoughts now, most likely wont send anything out this am as there is the daily wh press
briefing at 1230. We will probably ask Dan Poneman to come to the briefing to handle all the questions on this stuff.
Lets stay in touch throughout the day
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:52 AM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Cc: Vietor, Tommy
Subject: media today/press release

Nick: Attached is a draft release we may put out.]
(b)(5)

What are your plans for any downtown-based briefings, backgrounders. As I am sure you are aware
pressure is rising for us to feed the beast about as rapidly as it is rising in containment in japan!
Please advise on your plans.

Eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

2
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From:

Couret, Ivonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Monday, March 14, 2011 10:34 AM
Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
Media Interview Request - TV Baltimore
imageOO1.gif

WJZTV (Ch. 13 Baltimore)
Pete Amorgerian (sp)
410-578-7568
Email amorepe(,woz.com
He would like to arrange an interview for the 5/6pm news hour today (3/14)
I Said NO interview available at this time will add him to list
Interview would be about TMI and how things have changed since then.

Beth Janbergs
Public Affairs Assistant
301-415-8211

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

2 (301) 415-8205
r.1 ivonne.couret@nrc..ov

Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/photo-iaollery/
2010-2011 information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
hffp://www.nrc .qov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/sr 1350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog

hffp://portal.nrc.ciov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JIM POLSON, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: <jpolson@bloomberg.net>
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:31 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Eliot: Vermont Yankee renewal by NRC. Is that a done deal, or

Eliot: Vermont Yankee renewal by NRC. Is that a done deal, or
might there be room for the Commission to say, given that
Fukishima happened a day after it voted to support the ASLB
decision, it may need to take another look?
Thanks,
Jim Poison
Bloomberg News
212 617 5293

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Janbergs, Holly
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:29 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Items of Interest 3/11
Iol 3-11-11.docx

Eliot,
Attached is the rough draft of the Items of Interest for this week. I don't know if you have time to look at it yet,
but I thought I would send it just in case.
Heading over to your office to do media coverage now.
-B.
Beth Janbergs
Public Affairs Assistant
301-415-8211

I
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Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Items of Interest
Week Ending March 11,2011
OPA Received Significant Media Inquiries on the Following
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission's 2 3 rd annual Regulatory Information Conference, a threeday event which drew over 3,000 people.
A Commission affirmation vote on the extension of the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant's
(VY) license renewal application.
The ASLB proceeding in Plymouth, MA discussing the Pilgrim nuclear power plant's (MA)
license renewal application.
The Japanese earthquake and tsunami disaster.
Other Public Affairs Items
OPA did a recorded interview with Vermont Public Radio on the affirmation vote on Vermont
Yankee nuclear power plant's license renewal application. Chairman Jaczko also held a
conference call with Vermont and national reporters discussing the vote.
OPA did a radio interview discussing a Friends of the Earth press release that was critical of the
Oconee and Robinson nuclear power plants in South Carolina.
Press Releases Issued
Headquarters:
11-036
NRC Issues Annual Assessment Letters for Nation's Nuclear Plants (3/8)
11-037

NRC Announces Availability of the IAEA's Integrated Regulatory Review Service
Final Report on NRC Nuclear Reactor Program (3/9)

11-038

NRC Announces Availability of the IAEA's Integrated Regulatory Review Service
Final Report on NRC Nuclear Reactor Program (3/9)

11-039

NRC Issues Final Safety Evaluation Report and Final Design Approval for GEHitachi ESBWR Advanced Reactor (3/9)

11-040

ASLB Offers Government Agencies Chance to Participate in Hearing on Idaho
Uranium Enrichment Project (3/10)

11-041

NRC Will Renew Vermont Yankee Operating License for an Additional 20 Years
(3/10)

11-042

NRC Monitors Notice of Unusual Event at Diablo Canyon Power Plant, Tsunami
Issues (3/11)

11-043

NRC Continues to Track Earthquake and Tsunami Issues (3/11)

11-044

NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulators (3/12)

11-045

NRC Experts Deploy to Japan as Part of U.S. Government Response (3/12)

11-046

(Revised) NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From
Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants (3/13)

Regions:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:26 AM
'lisa.stark@abc.com'
Fw: Format Update
imageOOl.png

Importance:

High

See below and let me know.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment

3 1 1.5192Q00
C1I(b)(6)I
Sent from my Blackberry
From: Greenwood, Krystal
To: Brenner, Eliot; AV-PHOTO Resource
Cc: Williams, Matthew
Sent: Mon Mar 14 10:22:38 2011
Subject: Format Update
Good Morning:
I gathered the information you requested regarding the recordings given to you by Matt. They are as
follows:
1-276 HDV DV - Pro Res file format in HD (Quick Time Format)
1- 184 DVCAM Cassette- Standard Def DV
I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can gather any additional information for you.
Thank you,

Krystal Greenwood
3 Links Technologies
AudioVisual Support Contractor
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Location: T6E8
Mailstop: T6E20
Tel. 301-415-6851
Krvstal.Greenwood(nrc.gov
LoAf
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Screnci, Diane
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:25 AM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: Annual Assessment Schedule
2010 ROP-11 Annual Assessment Meeting Schedule-Updated 2011-03-14-Ayala.docx

I understand you were looking for this.
I just want to point out that our first annual assessment meeting is next Thursday (3/24) at TMI. Even with no
news, TMI draws TV coverage (because it's so close to Harrisburgh, the TV crews run over for some
tape. We've had up 4-5 crews some years). I would expect a big turnout if we hold this next week....
Particularly in light of the Japan situation and the lack of TV interviews.

Diane Screnci
Sr. Public Affairs Officer
USNRC, RI
610/337-5330

I
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cc

RR

4/13/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

GN

RR

5/5/2011

Standard Annual Assessment Meeting
Branch Chief

NMP

LR

5/312011

Open House
Resident Staff

IP2

LR.
6/2/2011

Open House followed by Standard Annual
Assessment Meeting
ORA and Branch Chief

5/3/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

4/5/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

IP3

LR

Fitz

LR

HC

LR

SAL

LR

SB

LR

3/30/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

LM

LR

511912011

Open House
Branch Chief

PB

LR

4/13/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

SQ

RR

5/19/2011 or
6102/2011

MIS

LR

412812011

PG

LR

G4/05/2011
4Branch

Open House followed by Standard
Assessment Meeting
DRP DD or DDD and Branch Chief
Open House followed by NEAC Meeting
Branch Chief
Open House
Chief

VY

LR

6122/2011

Open House followed by Presentation
and Public Q&A (No direct licensee
participation)
Led by DRP DD or DDD (consider RA
attendance)

BV

LR

4113/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

TII

LIR

3/24/2011

Open House
Branch Chief

OC

LR

5126/2011

Open House
Branch Chief
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:24 AM
'lisa.stark@abc.com'
Re: From our tech guy

Will do.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
(b)(6)
Ct
Sent from my Blackberry
---- Original Message ----From: Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Mon Mar 14 10:20:46 2011
Subject: From our tech guy
Let me know once your tech guy comes in so we can pick up right format please!

If the cassette is 1080i 60p and is a DVCam - one of our four HD rooms (2, 3, 11 or 14) using the HVR-1500 decks can
process.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:57 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Video format question please

Okthx
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Stark, Lisa
Sent: Mon Mar 14 09:56:08 2011
Subject: RE: Video format question please
Printing on CD case says (1080i60 ProRes 422) ... I think the cassette was described to me as DVCam. Our AV person will
be sending me a note when he gets in.
eliot
----Message ----Original
From: Stark, Lisa [mailto:Lisa.Stark@abc.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:51 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Video format question please
More info needed. Is the CD actually a 720p XDCam HD disc? Is the cassette a 1080i DVC-Pro HD cassette? With this
info we'll know whether we can get it into our system...

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:38 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Tried u this am

Let me try to find out

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Stark, Lisa
Sent: Mon Mar 14 09:36:11 2011
Subject: RE: Tried u this am
Do you know which format is better for you. - CD is 720 and cassette is 1040 highdef. I have a limited supply
of each so it would help if I knew which was preferable.
From: Stark, Lisa [mailto:Lisa.Stark@abc.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:34 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Tried u this am
Ok. Will let desk know. Thanks. Was it from this weekend or file?

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Stark, Lisa
Cc: Akstulewicz, Brenda <Brenda.Akstulewicz@nrc.gov>
Sent: Mon Mar 14 09:06:13 2011
Subject: Re: Tried u this am
Yes. I have cd and cassette. Shows ops center Broil. Send courier to the Onew white flint buildingn rockville pike and
maranelli. Entrabe is on back comer of maranelli. Go to guard desk, call my main # and somewone will bring it down. Red
line is probably quickest. White flint stop is at out corner.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200
C:[

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Mon Mar 14 08:56:49 2011
Subject: Tried u this am
Is there still video we can pick up? Where and when and what does it show please?
From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Stark, Lisa

Sent: Mon Mar 14 06:16:54 2011
Subject: Re: NRC press release
Call main # and they will relaycall to me 301 415 8200
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200 Baker
C

(b)(6)

Sent frommyackberry

From: Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sun Mar 13 23:26:59 2011
Subject: Re: NRC press release
Drat. I have been out of pocket all day. Where can I call u in AM

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sun Mar 13 15:01:38 2011
Subject: NRC press release
Folks, the attached is going out within minutes, or has just. We are not yet in a position to get on camera (matt
.. I am not sure what the NYTimes equivalent of on camera is). I could read it aloud on the phone if anyone
feels the need to "make the needle bounce" as I used to say in my radio days. Please give my main office
number a call so I can set up a queue to work through. I can read it, but really haven't got time to get into any
q-and-a. For my network friends, I am working to pry loose our Broil. I will keep you posted.
Ok, I was overtaken by events:
www.nrc..ov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2011/11 -046.pdf
Eliot

2

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:52 AM
Ahlers, Mike
RE: CNN again

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thanks.
From: Ahlers, Mike [mailto:Mike.Ahlers@turner.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:52 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: CNN again
Hey Eliot,
While the White House is contemplating how to handle, I'll be reading Jaczko's May 2007 speech on gaining public
confidence through openness and transparency. It's very inspirational.
In all seriousness, we are reaching out to all sorts of groups to see if they have plume models. We'd very much like to
know what information the U.S. government has and believes to be credible. I know you're inundated so we'll leave it at
that. - Cheers - Mike
Mike Ahlers
Senior Producer, Homeland Security
CNN Washington
202-898-7917 (o)

(b)(6)

](cell)

mike.ahlers•,~tumner.com

1

ý3011 qO1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:32 AM
Ahlers, Mike
RE: CNN request

Last question first ... not now. Trying to coordinate with white house to see if they are doing anything into
which we could fit!
We are doing modeling from knowledge of plant contents and data on wind, radiation readings. Nothing I can
share right now.
Did you guys get a copy of our Broll from our ops center?
From: Ahlers, Mike [mailto:Mike.Ahlers@turner.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:29 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Meserve, Jeanne
Subject: CNN request
Eliot,
Good morning.
Does the NRC have any plume data - either from actual measuring or from modeling - of any radiation release from
the Fukushima plant?
Also, is the chairman available for interviews today?
Thank you. -- Mike
Mike Ahlers
Senior Producer, Homeland Security
CNN Washington
202-898-7917 (o)
I
(b)(6)
I(cell)
mike.ahlers(,turner.com

1

es u/-(&D

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:30 AM
McIntyre, David
RE: Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?

Saw it last night. Thanks.

(b)(5)

From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:41 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Fw: Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?
In case you hadn't seen Sullivans
David McIntyre
NRC Office of Public Affairs
I
(b)(6)
J(mobile)
301-415-8200 (office)
Sent from my BlackBerry, which is wholly respnsble for all typoos.

From: Dave McIntyre <1
(b)(6)
To: McIntyre, David
Sent: Mon Mar 14 03:40:40 2011
Subject: Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?
I would like to share this link with you:

http://www.propublica.oriz/article/can-u.s.-nuclear-plants-handle-a-maior-natural-disaster
From ProPublica - journalism in the public interest. Sent using the ProPublica iOS app.
Dave

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot

Monday, March 14, 2011 9:08 AM
(b)(6)

Burnell, Scott
Re: Comments pending for the blog. Does someone want to consider replies?

(b)(5)
Undrstand. I
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200

C1

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From:

(b)(6)

To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Bumell, Scott
Sent: Mon Mar 14 08:56:35 2011
Subject: Comments pending for the blog. Does someone want to consider replies?
While watching the major news channels for information on the Japanese power plants this weekend I saw and heard
from an MIT professor, nuclear experts from Friends of the Earth, The National Environmental Defense Council, The
Union of Concerned Scientists, and World Wildlife Federation, along with "knowledgeable politicians" such as Rudy
Giuliani and Joe Lieberman. I did not see anyone from the NRC.
In this age of endless news on multiple television and cable channels, why does the NRC not have a few knowledgeable
individuals willing and authorized to sit in front a television camera and answer questions on the safety of nuclear power in
the United States? Issuing carefully worded press releases carries little weight in today's visual society.
The NRC does not have to be an advocate of nuclear power to be a spokesperson for nuclear safety and the safety of US
nuclear plants

Actually, the information in NRC Press Release 11-046 is factually incorrect. It is not "thousands of miles" from Japan to
the US. For example, the great circle distance for KUH-ATU (Kushiro, Japan - Attu, Alaska) is 1492 miles, ie less than 1.5
thousand (not thousands) miles. For a body whose specialty is nuclear physics, getting the distance between two points
on a sphere incorrect is a little concerning. What am I missing?

I was reading about Diablo Canyon today and how the seismic supports were built in the mirror image of their proper
positions. Does this pose any sort of threat or problem?

In the aftermath of the Japanese disaster, if I was worried about nuclear radiation, what personal monitoring devices are
available? I see things listed on websites with prices ranging from about $20 to $500. Is there something simple and
hopefully inexpensive I can buy to be reassured of not being exposed to dangerous amounts of radiation? Thanks in
advance for your reply.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:23 AM
Thomas, Ann
Couret, Ivonne
Re: Reporter Heads and Leads

Suggesrt you get ops center pictures from ivonne if you don't have already.
Ivonne: lease tell AV coulduse a few fresh shots. Also, send our camera and cord over here.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C:I

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Thomas, Ann
To: Ash, Darren; Bailey, Kenneth; Baker, Pamela; Barkley, Richard; Bellosi, Susan; Bladey, Cindy; Boyce, Thomas (OIS);
Brenner, Eliot; Cohen, Miriam; Coleman, Judy; Corley, Cherrie; Deavers, Ron; Davis, Kristin; Dricks, Victor; Ellmers,
Glenn; Etheridge, Peggy; Goldberg, Francine; Greene, Kathryn; Hayden, Elizabeth; Hays, Myra; Holt, BJ; Humerick,
David; Kelley, Corenthis; Landau, Mindy; Loyd, Susan; Mamish, Nader; Muessle, Mary; Olive, Karen; Poole, Brooke;
Powell, Amy; Rakovan, Lance; Rihm, Roger; Rothschild, Trip; Schaeffer, James; Schmidt, Rebecca; Schneider, Linda;
Sotiropoulos, Dina; Stewart, Sharon; Tracy, Glenn; Trent, Glenn; Walker, Tracy; Williams, Barbara
Sent: Sun Mar 13 18:44:35 2011
Subject: Reporter Heads and Leads
Good morning,
Attached for your review are the proposed heads and leads for this week's NRC Reporter. As always your
comments are most welcome.
Ann Thomas

€."

.'•

Brenner, Eliot
Monday, March 14, 20118:19 AM
McIntyre, David
Re: upcoming week

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Right now, no. May change.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment

301 4158200
C:l
(b)(6)
]
Sent from my Blackberry

From: McIntyre, David
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sun Mar 13 23:12:06 2011
Subject: Re: upcoming week
Do you need me to cancel

(b)(6)

next week, March 23 - April 1?

David McIntyre
NRC Office of Public Affairs
(b)(6)
(mobile)
301-415-8200 (office)
Sent from my BlackBerry, which is wholly respnsble for all typoos.

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Burnell, Scott; Harrington, Holly; McIntyre, David; Couret, Ivonne; Shannon, Valerie; Janbergs,
Holly; Akstulewicz, Brenda; Screnci, Diane; Sheehan, Neil; Chandrathil, Prema; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Hannah, Roger; Ledford,
Joey; Dricks, Victor; Uselding, Lara
Sent: Sun Mar 13 19:02:13 2011
Subject: upcoming week
OPA Staffers:
It has been a very hectic weekend and a good test of our crisis communication planning. Thank you to the
headquarter's folks who sacrificed their weekends (and their sleep) to come in. And thank you to the regional
folks who fielded a number of calls about our response and the impact of the Japanese situation on our plants.
Some things worked very well - the blog was a great way to get information out besides our standard press
releases and NSIR released access to YouTube and Twitter by mid-day Sunday so we could do more
monitoring of what information was "in the public domain."
Please take the time Monday morning to review all the press releases that went out and the blog posts as well.
Please use these to guide any media responses you provide. While we know more than what these say, we're
sticking to this story for now.
Stay tuned as the week unfolds. We anticipate staffing the Op Center on a 24-hour basis at least through
Wednesday. Neil will be helping us out in that regard, and we may need to ask for further regional assistance if
we need to continue the full-court-press through next weekend.
1$

The chairman has a hearing on the hill on Wednesday morning, which will occur a lot of my time and may be
the place where we really push out our message.
We expect fall-out over this to continue for a time along the lines of:
Can this happen in the U.S. and what is the NRC doing about it? This is a marathon not a 50-yard dash. While
I am expecting us to need full staffing for a while and may ask that you put off non-essential time off, we also
need to conserve our energy. So be sure to take time when you need it.
Thank you all for your help!
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 8:18 AM
McIntyre, David
Re: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046

Good thought.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C:[

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: McIntyre, David
To: Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Sent: Sun Mar 13 23:17:32 2011
Subject: Fw: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046
You know, I adore Trish ... But...
David McIntyre
NRC Office of Public Affairs
(b)(6)
](mobile)
301-415-8200 (office)
Sent from my BlackBerry, which is wholly respnsble for all typoos.

From: Milligan, Patricia
To: McIntyre, David; Harrington, Holly; Maier, Bill
Cc: LIA04 Hoc; McNamara, Nancy; Trojanowski, Robert; Tifft, Doug; Woodruff, Gena; Logaras, Harral; Barker, Allan;
Virgilio, Rosetta; Turtil, Richard; Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sun Mar 13 22:33:36 2011
Subject: Re: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046
Maybe it could be revised to use tha language that ki is available as a supplement to evac and sheltering as determined
by state and local authorities
Sent from my NRC Blackberry
Patricia A Milligan, CHP RPh

F

(b)(6)

J

From: McIntyre, David
To: Harrington, Holly; Maier, Bill
Cc: LIA04 Hoc; Milligan, Patricia; McNamara, Nancy; Trojanowski, Robert; Tifft, Doug; Woodruff, Gena; Logaras, Harral;
Barker, Allan; Virgilio, Rosetta; Turtil, Richard; Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sun Mar 13 17:04:00 2011
Subject: RE: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046
Bill, et al - we are not revisiting the KI dispute in our press releases. KI is used in the United States, after all, or
at least is available for use. The descriptions of protective measures in both versions of the press release were

4.,

included at the direct request of the Chairman, who was responding to the US Ambassador in Tokyo. The
Ambassador was concerned that US citizens in Japan were ignoring the Japanese government's protective
measures recommendations, and sought reassurance from us that the measures were comparable to what we
would do here in the US.
Dave Mc, OPA
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:55 PM
To: Maier, Bill; McIntyre, David
Cc: LIA04 Hoc; Milligan, Patricia; McNamara, Nancy; Trojanowski, Robert; Tiuft, Doug; Woodruff, Gena; Logaras, Harral;
Barker, Allan; Virgilio, Rosetta
Subject: RE: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046
Bill - I've cc'd Dave on this response. He wrote the release and I believe had a specific reason for this
inclusion.
Holly
From: Maier, Bill
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:46 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Cc: LIA04 Hoc; Milligan, Patricia; McNamara, Nancy; Trojanowski, Robert; Tifft, Doug; Woodruff, Gena; Logaras, Harral;
Barker, Allan; Virgilio, Rosetta
Subject: NEED TO INFORM YOU OF A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH 11-046
Importance: High
Holly,
I noticed in the revised news release (attached) and in its pre-revision predecessor, that the following
statement appears:
The United States also uses sheltering in place and potassium iodide, protective measures also available in Japan.
This sentence may cause some issues because the issuance of potassium iodide to the general population is
not a protective measure that some states have elected to implement. We may get some feedback from the
states complaining that we implied a measure they are not using.
I don't know what the fix is, but I wanted to alert you (and the cc addressees) that some backlash is possible
from this.
Bill Maier
RSLO
Region IV
From: opa administrators [mailto:opa@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Maier, Bill
Subject: Revised -NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power
Plants
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Monday, March 14, 2011 6:16 AM
Loyd, Susan; Batkin, Joshua
Coggins, Angela
Re: Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Had many requests for traPp. I am comfortsable with him speaking BUT willl be fEeding frenzy for him to go onindividual

shows. I

(b)(5)

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200

C

(b)(6)

I

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Loyd, Susan
To: Batkin, Joshua; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Coggins, Angela
Sent: Sun Mar 13 22:00:27 2011
Subject: Re: Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(b)(5)

I

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loydd
l

(b)(6)

J

From: Batkin, Joshua
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Loyd, Susan; Coggins, Angela
Sent: Sun Mar 13 21:49:33 2011
Subject: Re: Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Just heard on an interagency call that NRC folks injapan would appear with US Ambassador to do press. Bill says Trapp
has background to do fine

(b)(5)

Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sun Mar 13 21:18:44 2011
Subject: FW: Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

1$

Lat two iems are interesting. My favorite reporter (yeah right) seized on the Markey junk to run a piece on
Propublica.
From: Google Alerts [mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:20 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission
6 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

Harmful Nuclear Radiation From Japan Not Expected To Reach US - NRC
Wall Street Journal
NEW YORK (Dow Jones)--The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission said Sunday that no harmful radiation is expected to reach US
shores from the damaged nuclear plants in Japan. A number of nuclear power plants in Japan went into emergency shutdown because
of...
See all stories on this topic >,

Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?
ProPublica
Ed Markey, a Massachusetts Democrat who has spent years pushing the Nuclear Regulatory Commission toward
stricter enforcement of its safety rules, has called for a reassessment. Several US reactors lie on or near fault lines, and
Markey wants to beef...
See all stories on this topic >)

ProPublica

Will Japan Quake Change Thinking of California Nuclear Industry?
Yahoo! News
A Nuclear Regulatory Commission news release on Friday says the agency is monitoring the San Onofre and Diablo Canyon plants
for an "unusual event." Officials emphasize the plants are protected from tsunami activity. Seismic activity in or near ...
See all stories on this topic )>

US lawmakers mull nuclear moratorium after quake
AFP
"We must ensure that America's nuclear power plants can withstand a catastrophic event and abide by the absolute highest standards
for safety," Markey said. He sent a letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission seeking details on emergency plans for...
See all stories on this topic >,

Nuclear Overreactions
Wall Street Journal
Proposals for 20 new reactors to be built over the next 15 to 20 years are in various stages of review in the multiyear approval process
at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, with two each in Georgia and South Carolina at the front of the line....
See all stories on this topic >'

Japan Does Not Face Another Chernobyl
Wall Street Journal
In response, he has called for an immediate suspension of licensing procedures for the Westinghouse AP 1000, a "Generation II"
reactor that has been laboring through design review at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for seven years.
See all stories on this topic)>

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

PETERSON, Scott <jsp@nei.org>
Monday, March 14, 2011 8:46 AM
ZZ All Lan E-mail Users ZZ (Systems Administrator
Terrell, Todd A.; Carrie Phillips
Transcript of Japan Cabinet Secretary Edano briefing

Here is the translation of the most recent briefing by Japan's chief cabinet secretary on the Fukushima Diaachi situation:

Monday, March 14 at 11:00am, 2011
[Provisional Translation]
JAPANESE
CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY EDANO: Since yesterday, we have been continually injecting sea water into the reactor core
of the Unit 3 reactor at the TEPCO Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. A short time ago, at 11:01, an explosion
occurred in the Unit 3 reactor. Based on the conditions of the explosion and other factors, we believe that this explosion
was similar in kind to the hydrogen explosion that occurred in the Unit 1 reactor.
I have been in direct contact with the director of the power station to confirm the situation. As the specialist closest to the
scene, the station director has reported that as of approximately 11:30 today, the condition of the containment vessel
remains sound. Consequently, we believe that the risk that large amounts of radioactive materials have been dispersed is
low.
However, we expect an increase in radiation levels similar to the one that followed the hydrogen explosion that occurred
in the Unit 1 reactor. Accordingly, I have given instructions to the very small number of people who were in the process
of evacuating from a 20km zone around the power station that they should take refuge indoors immediately as a
precautionary measure.
At the present time, we are receiving data that the pressure inside the reactor vessel is stable and that the supply of
water is continuing. This information, if reliable, would support the station director's on-the-scene appraisal of the
situation.
At the moment we are devoting our energies to gathering information and data on radiation density and other conditions
in the vicinity of the site. If you don't mind, I would now like to return to collecting and analyzing the latest information.
http://www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/topics/2011/110314 1140.html

From: PETERSON, Scott
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:13 AM
To: BERARD, Ken
Subject: Do you have English transcript of recent safety briefinng from cabinet official
Looking specifically for information on core coverage at unit 2
Scott Peterson
Senior Vice President-Communications
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006
p: 202.739.8044
m:1
(b)(6)
f: 202.533.0180

B1

twitter: http://twitter.com/nuclear policy
www.nei.org
www.neinuclearnotes.blogspot.com

FOLLOW US ON

An official energy sponsor of the Washington Capitals

[-]

This electronic message transmissioncontains inforinationfrom the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The inibrmationis intended solelyjbr the use of the addressee and its use by any
otherperson is not authorized.If you are not the intendedrecipient,you have received this communication in error,and any review, use, disclosure, copying or distributionof the
contents of this communication is strictlyprohibited.Ih' ou have received this electronic transmission in error,please notify, the sender immediutelv by tele)hone or by electronic
mail and permanentlydelete the originalmessage. IRS Circular230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and other taving authorities,we
inform you that any tar advice contained in this communication (including an~y attachments) is not intended or written to be used. and cannot be used.for the purpose of(i)
avoiding penalties that may be imposed on an), taxpayeror (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to anotherparty any transactionor matter addressed herein.
Sent through mail.messaging.microsoft.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Couret, Ivonne

Monday, March 14, 2011 9:19 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Reporter Heads and Leads

On my way in be another 15 av on their way
Sent from an NRC BlackBerry
Ivonne(b)(6)
L. Couret

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Thomas, Ann
Cc: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Mon Mar 14 08:23:04 2011
Subject: Re: Reporter Heads and Leads
Suggesrt you get ops center pictures from ivonne if you don't have already.
Ivonne: lease tell AV coulduse a few fresh shots. Also, send our camera and cord over here.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200
C1

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

From: Thomas, Ann
To: Ash, Darren; Bailey, Kenneth; Baker, Pamela; Barkley, Richard; Bellosi, Susan; Bladey, Cindy; Boyce, Thomas (OIS);
Brenner, Eliot; Cohen, Miriam; Coleman, Judy; Corley, Cherrie; Deavers, Ron; Davis, Kristin; Dricks, Victor; Ellmers,
Glenn; Etheridge, Peggy; Goldberg, Francine; Greene, Kathryn; Hayden, Elizabeth; Hays, Myra; Holt, BJ; Humerick,
David; Kelley, Corenthis; Landau, Mindy; Loyd, Susan; Mamish, Nader; Muessle, Mary; Olive, Karen; Poole, Brooke;
Powell, Amy; Rakovan, Lance; Rihm, Roger; Rothschild, Trip; Schaeffer, James; Schmidt, Rebecca; Schneider, Linda;
Sotiropoulos, Dina; Stewart, Sharon; Tracy, Glenn; Trent, Glenn; Walker, Tracy; Williams, Barbara
Sent: Sun Mar 13 18:44:35 2011
Subject: Reporter Heads and Leads
Good morning,
Attached for your review are the proposed heads and leads for this week's NRC Reporter. As always your
comments are most welcome.
Ann Thomas

1s

l o

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Monday, March 14, 2011 7:15 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

Blogs

I new result for "eliot brenner"

Available Information Points to No Radiation Risk to U.S. From...
By Moderator
But please stay tuned to this blog for the latest information we can provide. Thank you for reading our blog. Remember to look at
yesterday's post about how you can help Japan in this crisis with donations. Eliot Brenner...
U.S. NRC Blog - http://ipublic-blog.nrc-eateway.gov/

Tip: Use site restrict in your query to search within a site (site:nytimes.com or site:.edu). Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manacie your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Davidson, Lawrence
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:05 AM
Watson, Madonna; Brenner, Eliot
Hayden, Elizabeth; Johns, Nancy
RE: Many thanks

Eliot, our pleasure, and we're glad that you found the presentation informative.
From: Watson, Madonna
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:22 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Davidson, Lawrence
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: Many thanks
Hey - no problem - I always like to watch Larry in action. ©
From: Brenner, Eliot

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 1:16 PM
To: Watson, Madonna; Davidson, Lawrence

Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Many thanks

To both of you for taking the time to sit with the OPA staff and lead them through the myriad
scheduling options/pitfalls etc. I'm sure it was helpful to them and it was a tremendous benefit to me
to get a better understanding of what is and is not possible.
Eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:1

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Screnci, Diane
Monday, March 14, 2011 7:52 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Couret, Ivonne; Sheehan, Neil
RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor

Did anyone answer this yesterday? Here's the answer that I sent to Eliot and Beth yesterday.

Diane Screnci
Sr. Public Affairs Officer
USNRC, RI
610/337-5330
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 8:54 PM
To: 'McClain, Dylan'
Cc: Couret, Ivonne; Sheehan, Neil; Screnci, Diane
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor
We have been having email problems today. Sorry. Will try to help you tomorrow.
Eliot
Ivonne....over to you, although neil or diane may have the answer
From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind@nytimes.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:08 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Eliot,
Still had not heard back about the diagram. Even if someone could lay their hands on a higher resolution copy of it, that
would be very helpful. Thank you.

Dylan McClain
The New York Times
From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(onrc.gov>
Date: Sun, 13 Mar2011 12:02:31 -0400
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind(qnytimes.com>

~3v/5J1
I

Cc: "Hayden, Elizabeth" <Elizabeth.Hayden
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor

nrc.gov>, "Screnci, Diane" <Diane. Screnci(cnrc.gov>

Beth/diane .. need some history help here.

From: McClain, Dylan [maiIto:mcclaind(ýnytimes.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13,2011 12:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Eliot,
Couple of questions about TMI. The image below is from the NRC, but I can't seem to find the original report that I
assume it came from...

http://www.nrc.gov/images/reading-rmi/photo-gallery/20071114-006.ipg
We'd like to get the image sent to us so that we can use it or copy it (it is a bit too low resolution off the Web).
Also, does anyone know on what basis it was drawn? Meaning, how did the illustrator come up with the image? Was it

based on some sort of photograph? We just want to know if it is an interpretation, or drawn from real life...
Finally, do you know if the meltdown breached the reactor?
Thank you.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenmer, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(Thnrc.eov>
Date: Sat, 12 Mar 2011 19:22:34 -0500
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind@nytimes.com>
Subject: RE: Illustration of Japanese reactor
Looks good on our end. Nice job.

From: McClain, Dylan rmailto:mcclaindanvtimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 20115:36 PM

To: Brenner, Eliot; Margaret Harding; KEREKES, Steven
Subject: Illustration of Japanese reactor

Can you please look over the attached illustration and let me know if you see any problems or mistakes? Thank you.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

McIntyre, David
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:10 AM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: Fallout hoax etc.

Eliot - this is from the guy who removed that bogus map from RealNews.com or whatever the site is. I have not replied
to this yet. Note the concern about evacuating the US West Coast ....
Dave
From: Lavabit [touchpattern@lavabit.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:49 AM
To: McIntyre, David
Subject: Re: Fallout hoax etc.
Hello again David. Concerning the second (much larger blast) and future problems, (other projected blasts) are
potassium iodide tablets in order?
Do you foresee any evacuation happening in some of our west coast areas?
Also, any resources to check online for meteorological data with concern to this subject matter?
Cheers!
John

The information transmitted in this email and any of its attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it
is addressed and may contain information concerning Touchpattern and/or its affiliates that is proprietary, privileged,
confidential and/or subject to copyright. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any
action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient(s) is prohibited and
may be unlawful. If you received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete and destroy the
communication and all of the attachments you have received and all copies thereof.

On Mar 13, 2011, at 12:44 PM, "McIntyre, David" <David.Mclntyre@nrc.gov<mailto:David.Mclntyre@nrc.gov>> wrote:

You are correct - that map was bogus! We are glad you recognized that it was a fake.

NRC just issued a press release (attached) addressing the short term projections.

-,

Regards,

eý U/-S/ ev

David McIntyre
1

NRC Office of Public Affairs

Original
----- Message ----From: Touchpattern@lavabit.com<mailto:Touchpattern@lavabit.com>

[mailto:Touchpattern@lavabit.com]

Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:57 PM
To: OPA Resource
Subject: Fallout hoax etc.

Noticed there was a hoax involving your logo and at first it had concerned me. Then I realized that it was probably fake.

What is the TRUE professional opinion on the reality of fallout radiation reaching the west coast? Any non-media
resources or info would be appreciated. Thanks.

Concerned,

Johnny from Portland, OR.
<11-046.pdf>
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Monday, March 14, 2011 10:20 AM
Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
Media Interview Request - PBS Philly
image001.gif

PBS Philadelphia
Carolyn Beiber
Desk 215-351-3306
(b)(6)
Cell
Looking for an interview must here by lp. today (3/14)
I said assume we do not have anyone to speak at this time.
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

~US~NRC
Z (301) 415-8205
P-4 lvonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.ciov/readina-rm/photo-ciallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
httr)://www.nrc.gov/readinc-rm/doc-collections/nurecs/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
http0://oortal.nrc.,ov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Burnell, Scott
Monday, March 14, 2011 9:19 AM
David Biello
Brenner, Eliot
RE: experts i need: can you help?

Hi David;
Even though things worked well for you and I Friday, at this point it's unlikely we can provide anyone in the
immediate future. You might consider the American Nuclear Society (ans.org), the Health Physics Society
(hps.org) and the Nuclear Energy Institute (nei.org) for those issues. As always, keep an eye on our home
page for any press releases if you're not already on our listserv. Thanks.
Scott
From: David Biello [mailto:dbiello@sciam.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:13 AM
To: Burnell, Scott
Subject: experts i need: can you help?
since GE is not returning my calls and the MIT guys are busy with TV, here's what i'm looking for right now:
-one of your excellent health physicists
-one of your BWR experts as well as someone to talk me through how they introduced seawater into a
containment vessel
-someone to talk me through H2 explosions
-someone to talk me through how GE's ESBWR (and later BWR designs) avoid this problem, if in fact they do
- decommissioning that will result
any help in short order much appreciated. thanks.
David Biello
Associate Editor, Environment & Energy
Scientific American
75 Varick Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10013-1917
o: 212.451.8833
f: 212.755.1976
Twitter: @dbiello
http://davidbiello.tumblr.com/
www.scientificamerican.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:10 PM
Couret, Ivonne; Harrington, Holly
RE: Try again...two different images don't think we have used either one...
imageOO1.gif

I like the second one better 2908r

From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:14 PM
To: Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Try again...two different images don't think we have used either one...
Here at the NRC's headquarters Operations Center, operating on a 24-hour basis, staff are examining
available information to analyze the earthquake and tsunami event and understand their implications both for
Japan and the United States. The NRC has sent two boiling-water reactor experts to Japan as part of a U.S.
Agency for International Development team. The NRC will not comment on hour-to-hour developments at the
Japanese reactors. This is an ongoing crisis for the Japanese who have primary responsibility.

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

U.,

AvAIf

U (301) 415-8205
tý ivonne.couret@nrc.qov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htto://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/photo-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.gov/readinq-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff /srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.aov/OCM/ooa/bloa/default.asox
- Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 8:56 PM
Poole, Brooke
RE: Unsolicited Comment on Blog Coverage, Press Releases, Etc.

Many thanks. We have a good team and it's good to know our work is noticed.
From: Poole, Brooke
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:59 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Unsolicited Comment on Blog Coverage, Press Releases, Etc.
Hi Eliot - I'm sure you and others (in OPA and the larger agency) have had a very harried weekend. Like many others,
I've been glued to the Fukushima coverage. It is my view that the NRC blog entries and press releases have been helpful,
and reflect that the NRC is as on top of things as it can be, given that the emergency is unfolding overseas and is beyond
the agency's regulatory purview. Anyway, mostly I just wanted to let you know that it is clear work has gone on over the
weekend, and I think it's good work.
I had to stop watching CNN. It was too stressful, and also the coverage was riddled with factual errors (even to the
relative layperson like me). I wanted Christiane Amanpour to get a fact-checker.
Brooke

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:24 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 24

Kyodo: Radiation again tops legal limit at Fukushima
TIME:
"Japan Nuclear Emergency: How Much Radiation is Safe?"
-questions about when residents would be able to return to their homes rising
-current method for extrapolating risk involves very conservative safety limits
-NRC's acceptable radiation limit from one source 100 mrem/yr; avg level of background radiation 350 mrem/yr
-Peter Zimmerman, Foreign Relations Committee: Japan will have to decide what is an acceptable level of
radiation exposure following an emergency
-NRC follows different guidelines in emergencies
-NRC decides when people could return to radioactive areas on a case-by-case basis
-long-term effects of radiation leaks at plants are disagreed over as well
-Ferenc Dalnoki-Veres, Monterey Institute of International Studies: clean up operations can certainly take place
if necessary, but they are massive operations and can get very expensive

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:1

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal) <Lisa.Myers@nbcuni.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:12 PM
Brenner, Eliot
fact check

Fact check please: is this accurate:

US nuclear plants are required to be able to withstand the
WORST earthquake expected in their area--plus a margin of
safety. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission says 2
California plants in earthquake prone areas--Diablo Canyon
and San Onofre--are designed to withstand an earthquake of
7.0 on the Richter scale, plus a margin of safety.
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:24 PM
To: Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal)
Subject: RE: NRC update

1: yes, strongest in their area with a margin on top. A plant in florida would not have the same requirement as a
plant on the California coast.
2: yes, and then some. They are required to safely stop the reaction at 7.0, with a margin beyond that (I can't
quantify the margin at this point) to maintain multiple barriers to the release of radioactivity.
3: that's a when did you quit beating your husband question. Under the currently understood seismology of that
region, that is the level to which they are required to be able to shut down. I would not presume to say there
could never be a worse case. We always review seismology data to see if there are changes necessary.
Eliot
From: Myers, Usa (NBCUniversal) [mailto: Lisa. Myers@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:10 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: NRC update
To be sure I understand:
Plants are required to withstand the strongest earthquake expected in their areas? And the 2
california plants are designed to withstand quake of 7.0 on richter scale? that's really worst

case scenario there?

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:04 PM
To: Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal)
Subject: RE: NRC update
7.0 for safe shutdown, plus a margin on top of that. All u.s. plants, depending on location, are required to
withstand the highest expected temblor ... plus a safety margin. Ergo, a plant in south florida has a different
seismic design basis than the two plants on the California coast.
Eliot
From: Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal) [mailto: Lisa. Myers@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:52 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: NRC update

Can u just tell me informationally what magtitude earthquake the san onofre and Diablo
canyon reactors are designed to withstand?
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:12 PM
To: Meserve, Jeanne; Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal); lisa stark; Wald, Matthew; matt daly (mdaly@ap.org); Bob Orr
Subject: NRC update
Sorry, been a tad busy here. B-roll, without sound, available for pickup by calling my office 301-415-8200 .... we
have a half dozen as a small cassette of some variety in hi-def, and a half dozen CDs in 720 format. Let them
know which it is you need. I think you will have to send someone to our back gate on marinelli street in
Rockville and call so someone can run a copy down to you. Our front lobby entry points are not manned today.
Meantime, we are updating our latest press release to encourage Americans in japan to follow the guidance of
Japanese authorities when it comes to protective measures in affected areas.
Eliot
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mitlyng, Viktoria
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:12 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
Chandrathil, Prema
Region 3 TNT

MONTICELLO - OPA provided background information to the Minneapolis Fox News about regulatory standards for US
nuclear plants and provided the reporter with the summary of the NRC's actions during the events in Japan, including the
most recent press release stating the agency sees no harmful radiation reaching the US from damaged Japanese reactors.
Xcel officials will be on the 5 PM news talking about Monticello, which is a BWR. The reporter asked to speak to an
NRC BWR expert. We told him we would get back to him on the request.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:10 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 23

CNN: Possibility of second tsunami / survivors are moving to higher ground / huge fires continue to burn unchecked
FOX: Evacuation continuing around reactors as folks are being tested for radiation poisoning / Shortages of food, fuel
and power / dealing with aftershocks / 100,000 Japanese soldiers helping people in region, along with international aid.
(Joe Cirincione) This is an unprecedented crisis, extremely serious, they also lost control of second reactor and having
issues of a third reactor. There have been multiple reactor crises, never had this kind of situation before. Worst case
scenario is that fuel rods fuse together and they melt together into radioactive molten mass that burns through the
containment vessel and spew radioactivity into ground, air, etc. some of that could even reach to the US. The effective
evacuation is larger than we're being told; reporters 50km out are being blocked. -How does the situation in Japan as it
now stands compare to Chernobyl and TMI? -If it were to stop right now, 4 might be fair, but if it continues it'll certainly
get to 5, we're trying not to get to the point of TMI. A meltdown would be 6 or 7, a serious nuclear incident with the
possibility for widespread loss. We're in the key period right now. Next 12-24 hrs will tell us if Japanese officials are able
to get control back. Pumping seawater is last ditch effort to stop it before it's too late. If they can hold it for the next day
then it will keep cooling down and it'll be the right way to containing this.
(Mitch McConnell) Don't make American domestic policy based on what happens in Japan; let's just focus on helping
Japan out right now.
Herald Sun:
"Japan earthquake: Threat of meltdowns at four nuclear power plants"
-so far 22 hospitalized for radiation exposure
-officials confirmed radiation had leaked out
-Tokai plant cooling pump had failed but a backup is still working fine and plant is not in trouble
Reuters
"More than 10,000 feared dead in Japan quake"
-three nuclear reactors at the risk of overheating
-gov't has not ruled out further blasts at Fukushima, though said this would not necessarily damage reactor
vessels
-Mark Hibbs, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace: situation is touch and go, injecting seawater is not
according to the book
-PM Kan: not Chernobyl, some radiation was released but nothing major
-expecting an economic hit to Japan
Montreal Gazette
"Japan fights to avert nuclear meltdown after quake"
-Mark Hibbs, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace: officials seem to be having some success but it's still
touch and go
-gov't is suggesting temporary tax hike to support recovery effects
Kyodo (AP)
"Tokyo Electric to start power outage later than planned Monday morning"

4*

p

-beginning rationing of power at 10 am or later
-smaller than expected demand, according to utility

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ProPublica Communications <Communications@ProPublica.org>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:05 PM
(b)(6)
I
Can US Nuclear Plants Handle A Major Natural Disaster?

ProPublica Communications

Greetings,

Our Stories

Can U.S. Nuclear Plants Handle a Major Natural Disaster?
Congressman Ed Markey has asked the Government Accountability Office
to look into earthquake and flood protection at U.S. nuclear plants and
questions whether the new APiooo reactor design by Westinghouse is
vulnerable to earthquakes.

Almost all of ProPublica's
content may be reprinted for
free-just follow these
instructions to share
investigations with your
readers.
Contact us if you have any
questions.

For more coverage, visit ProPublica.org.

Share: FACEBOOK I TWITTER
Listen to ProPublica
•reporters discuss their
latest investigations and
how they got the story.

I r-.--

---

I1

Tools and Data
Use our tools &data in your
own original reporting. Take a
look at our national Recovery
Tracker and the Dollars for

I

stories or add information to
your pieces.

TF-1
Get More ProPublica
EUFacebook

EUTwitter

UiPhoneapp

[@Podcast

_RSS

[ATumbl,

You have been added to this list by ProPublica's PR Department. If you would like to be removed, click this
Unsubscribe link and you will be removed immediately. If your area of expertise does not match the content of

this email, please reply to sender so that we can put you on the correct topic list. Thanks.
ProPublica, One Exchange Plaza, 55 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10006
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:22 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 22

MSNBC: Partial meltdowns at Fukushima and Onagawa. Authorities are still saying it's likely caused by the radioactivity
from the blast at Fukushima. In Fukushima, seawater is being used to cool two reactors, and possible explosion at Unit 3.
CNN: (James Walsh, MIT) Conflicts in reports because the gov't has one set of information, the utility may have another,
reports may be conflicting. Some mistrust what the gov' is saying. There is also a tendency for top-level officials to fear
that people are going to panic, so issues can be downplayed. But they have to maintain credibility as the situation
unfolds.
Guardian:
"The world's nuclear fate rests in Japan"
-when there are explosions at nuclear plants on live tv, that affects public perception in a way that can't be
erased
-if officials are being forced to flood reactors with seawater, it raises questions about how well the government
really planned for disaster
-officials shouldn't say this isn't a disaster
HuffPo:
"Meltdowns Grow More Likely at the Fukushima Reactors" (Robert Alvarez)
-officials are reporting a partial meltdown at Unit 1, and possible another at Unit 3
-Onagawa has been reported to have high radiation levels, though it's "under control"
-it is easy for the situation to get worse; buildings at Fukushima are vulnerable still
-concerns about spent fuel drainage - if they drained and caught fire that could result in a great deal of damage
Reuters
"Nuclear crisis mounts as death toll nears 2,000"
-gov't admitting it moved too slowly on the issues at Unit 1
-TEPCO said radiation levels around Fukushima are above safe limits but pose no immediate health risks
-release and leakage from Units 1 and 3 should not affect public health
"Southerly winds expected near radiation-leaking Japan nuke plant"
-wind over Fukushima will be blowing from the south on Monday, potentially affecting folks to the north of the
plant

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1
Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:03 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: new draft from DoD

(b)(6)

Hahaha great. thanks
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 5:02 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: new draft from DoD

We are good. Sorry for delay, I was outside thinking of how much I really wanted a cigarette, four years after
the fact.
(b)(6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtot
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:51 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Daniel.Poneman@hq.doe.gov; Leistikow, Dan; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: new draft from DoD

NRC, are you good here?
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:33 PM
To: Daniel. Poneman@hq.doe.gov; Leistikow, Dan; 'Brenner, Eliot'
Subject: new draft from DoD
Sorry but I guess DoD revised their draft. Here is the new version for review
Statement (forrelease):

(b)(5)

1
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(b)(5)

Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
(direct)
(b)(6)

I(cell)

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:46 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 21

MSNBC: Nuclear industry is nervously watching events in Japan. One of the reactors is nearing 40 yrs old.
(Questions with Markey) The San Onofre nuclear plant is only built to withstand a 7.0 quake, and the Japan earthquake
was an 8.9. We should go back right now and do a review of all of the design basis safety protections of our plants,
especially the parts that are needed to shut down a plant in the event of an earthquake. Obama administration needs to
enforce the passing out of KI. We can't allow complacency to lead to disaster in US. We should have a moratorium on
new nuclear plants being built on seismic faults, we need more protection. We can't wind up with the kind of panic
we're seeing in Japan right now. All of our plants should go under review, this is a warning for us and we need to put in
place all possible protections.
Guardian:
"Nuclear power station plans criticized by pressure groups"
-pressure groups are calling on govts to abandon plans for nuclear power
-according to IAEA, 20% of commercial nuclear power stations are in areas of "significant" seismic activity
-Karuna Raina, Greenpeace India: Japanese power plants were the best prepared but look what's happening
-proofing against tsunamis not adequately considered
-Tom Clements, Friends of the earth USA: this will change the discussion in the us
-SK Jain, Nuclear Power Corp. India: we will revisit all aspects of our safety analyses after this incident
-Chris Huhne, energy & climate change secretary UK: we don't expect similar scale of seismic activity here but
we'll do an investigation
-Taner Yildiz, energy minister (Turkey): Japanese system shut down as it was supposed to after the earthquake
and only came back on after; Turkey isn't concerned about plans
-IAEA: premature to make long-term statements
News24
"Japan struggles to avert nuclear disaster"
-three nuclear reactors at risk of overheating
-authorities wouldn't rule out possibility of second explosion at Daiichi, but said it wouldn't necessarily involve
danger
-seawater has been poured in all three of Daiichi's reactors
-PM Kan: crisis is not another Chernobyl

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200

C:

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:20 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 20

ABC News:
"Japan battles nuclear crisis"
-officials confirmed radiation leak from second plant
-officials still pumping seawater at Fukushima 1 and 3 but situation does not seem to have improved
-Onagawa state of emergency alert claims things are under control
-plant operator says so much water evaporated from Unit 3 that at one stage the top three meters of fuel rods
were exposed to the air, though they were later covered again
-11 of Japan's reactors shut down following the quake
Bloomberg:
"Nuclear Accident Forces China Policy Review as India Sees Safety Backlash"
-China and India reviewing plans for atomic energy
-Shreyans Kumar Jein, chairman of Nuclear Power Corp in India: potential meltdown could be a big dampener on
Indian program
-Xie Zhenhua, National Development and Reform Commission: accident may be a factor in drafting China's
energy plans
-Dave Dai, Daiwa Securities Capital Markets Co: China will be more cautious but I doubt Japan's problems will
influence long term plans
Forbes Blog:
"Former U.S. Official Warns: It Can Happen Here"
-Bradford: he'll be surprised if Fukushima ends up being seen as less severe than TMI; more people have already
been exposed to high levels of radiation in Japan than at TMI
-Bradford: US mindset of "it can't happen here" is dangerous
-there are so many different possibilities for accidents, and just touting specifics that can't apply won't make
that go away
-Bradford: three days into TMI, much of what we believed turned out to be wrong
NYT:
"Japan's Nuclear Crisis Stokes Fear in Europe"
-incident could lead to major reassessment of nuclear power in Europe
-Henrik Paulitz, International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War: gov'ts have not been transparent
enough about safety levels in nuclear industry
-Merkel: we know how safe our plants are, but we'll learn what we can from Japan

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
Ci
(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:08 PM
Eben Harrell
RE: NRC response

Best we know, on a case by case basis in coordination with other federal, state and local authorities.
From: Eben Harrell [mailto:eben harrell@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:07 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: NRC response
Eliot, I'm really sorry but this point is crucial-what is the limit at which people will be allowed to return to their
homes. Is it when radiation falls to below 25 rem per 30 days? Or when it falls to below 100 millirems a year?

On 3/13/11 8:05 PM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.BrennerCnrc.qov> wrote:
30 days.

Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200
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From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:06 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
RE: update--we are cleared to go by our chairman
03-13-11 PR FINAL-2 11-046.docx

Here it is. It'll probably take the machinery over here 10 minutes or so to get it out of here.
(b)(6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:1
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: update--we are cleared to go by our chairman

Great, please send me final again, you are the man

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:03 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: update--we are cleared to go by our chairman
Setting in motion now. Should be out

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:05 PM
Eben Harrell
RE: NRC response

For the exclusionary boundary it is the worst two hour period after the accident. For the low population zone it
is over the subsequent 30 days.
From: Eben Harrell [mailto:eben-harrell@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:55 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: NRC response
Elliot (sorry, don't have glasses on today), can you be any more specific about "period of time" following the accident?
Is that period determined on a per case basis?
On 3/13/11 7:50 PM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.qov> wrote:
25 rem for a given period of time following the accident.
Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:03 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 19

CNN: may have already had a nuclear meltdown, but no sign of radiation danger. Fujisaki says actions at Fukushima were
not a sign that things are dire; if there is clear water, it would be better for the reactor, but since they didn't have a big
enough supply, they had to use seawater to get to the same effect.
AP:
"Quake-tsunami death toll surpasses 10k as Japan struggles to avoid meltdown, feed survivors"
-officials warned of a second possible explosion but said it would not present a health threat
-near-freezing temperatures compounding problems for survivors
-international rescue teams on ground
"Japanese race to prevent multiple reactor meltdowns as nuclear crisis intensifies"
-few details about what is being done to keep reactors safe
-Edano: none of the Fukushima reactors are near a full meltdown, and he's confident of escaping worst case
scenarios
-Hidehiko Nishiyama, senior official at Economy, Trade and Industry Ministry: fuel rods haven't been spared
damage
-radiation limits outside of the Daiichi plant have declined significantly
Guardian:
"Japan's nuclear fears intensify at two Fukushima power stations"
-Lochbaum: seawater means they've run out of options
-two of the three diesel generators used to drive cooling pumps stopped working in Tokai
-Paddy Regan, nuclear physicist at Surrey University: it could take days to cool the reactors and make them safe;
if any of them continue to heat up, the threat of a meltdown grows
-the decision to wait until Sunday before injecting seawater to cool the reactors was criticized as a potentially
serious delay
HeraldSun:
"Japan earthquake: Threat of meltdowns at four nuclear power plants"
-states of emergency declared in Tokai and Onagawa
-Onagawa is first/lowest state of emergency
-22 people hospitalized after being exposed to radioactivity

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:
(b)(6)
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From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:03 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: boss asked me to hold a minute

(b)(6)

roger
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:02 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: boss asked me to hold a minute
Think he wants to shoot it over to the ambassador or someone for a look, so I am on hold.

~3D

1

13%4

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaczko, Gregory
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:02 PM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: Additional Language

Good to go.
From: Brennan, John 0. [mailto:]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Subject: RE: Additional Language

(b)(6)

I think this works. Many thanks.
From: Jaczko, Gregory [mailto:Gregory.Jaczko@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Brennan, John 0.
Subject: RE: Additional Language
John - the full relevant paragraph would read:

(b)(5)

Ok?
From: Brennan, John 0. [mailtot
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:54 PM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Subject: Additional Language

(b)(6)

Greg:

(b)(5)

John Brennan

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:01 PM
Jaczko, Gregory
RE: revised protective measures press release text

ok
From: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: revised protective measures press release text
Wait for my ok before sending
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Subject: revised protective measures press release text
Chairman: this is the updated language going out momentarily.

(b)(5)

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 4:01 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
revised language

Just talked to boss who was talking with ambassador. This is what the language will say. Absent any word
from you, the revision will go out the door in 5 minutes.
Eliot

(b)(5)

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. I
(b)(6)
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:56 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: NRC is good with your statement and

Roger, I think from the call folks did want to add more to this one. but agree overall on ensuring there aren't too many
cooks
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:55 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: NRC is good with your statement and
The DOD stuff looks good. My boss is good with what we have developed on our press release. Will wait for a
few minutes to see if there is anything else. Encourage folks on your end to remember about multiple cooks
slowing down the delivery of stew.
eliot

I

es C11,5r-3 3

From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:53 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: revision attached

(b)(6)

>

(b)(6)

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:43 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: revision attached
Here's the slightly revised language. Let me know and I will pull the trigger to get this out the door.

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:51 PM
Batkin, Joshua
RE: draft WH statement for review

Ok, will tell white house we are good on this end.
From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:35 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Fw: draft WH statement for review

Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Jaczko, Gregory
To: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Sun Mar 13 15:32:41 2011
Subject: Re: draft WH statement for review
Yes

From: Batkin, Joshua
To: Brenner, Eliot; Jaczko, Gregory
Cc: Coggins, Angela
Sent: Sun Mar 13 15:32:20 2011
Subject: Re: draft WH statement for review
Looks like a good message to me. Chairman?
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Sun Mar 13 15:29:25 2011
Subject: FW: draft WH statement for review
Fyi... bill and I are looking at this as well.
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:I
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:23 PM

(b)(6)

To: Poneman, Daniel; Brenner, Eliot; Holdren, John P.
Subject: draft WH statement for review

(b)(5)

Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
(direct)

(cell)

(b)(6)
(b)(6)

2

From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:51 PM
Eben Harrell
RE: NRC response

Public exposure limit at the fenceline absent an accident is 100mr per year.
Yes, please keep this on background.
Eliot
From: Eben Harrell [mailto:ebenharrell@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:48 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: NRC response
Eric, that's great. So just to confirm, the 25 rem (not millirem, right?) is MUCH higher than the normal safety limit,
which is 25 millirem. So basically, the NRC has a different standard of safety following severe accidents?
This for background only.
Thanks!
Eben

On 3/13/11 7:45 PM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov> wrote:
The NRC has regulatory limits on the radiation limits for the public during severe accidents such as a full core
meltdown. The NRC requires licensees to have two "boundaries" around nuclear power plants: the exclusion area
boundary and the low population zone. NRC's regulations require that the dose to a member of the public at these
locations will not exceed 25 rem for a given period of time following the accident. The NRC periodically verifies
through our safety activities that the limits will not be exceeded during an accident. Most licensees maintain the
calculated doses at these boundaries to values lower than required by the regulations.

Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:49 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 18

FOX: Six plants under emergency status / Govt continues to maintain that a full meltdown at any is unlikely / 170 others
may be exposed to radiation / Onagawa reactor having problems now / Possible more evacuations at Onagawa / Most
of evacuees are now being checked for radiation / Evacuation around erupting volcano on Kyushu
FOX: (Paul Gunter, Beyond Nuclear) Six reactors at Daichi, four more at Daini, Tokai experienced cooling pump failure,
Onagawa had a fire after the earthquake, so eight reactors in crisis. We began monitoring a partial meltdown yesterday,
and we think it's taking a while for information to catch up with events. It's our concern that events are well ahead of
the information at this point. A full meltdown could create a molten pool of melted items and radioactive waste, each of
these reactor sites has hundreds of tons of nuclear waste, if the explosions affect the structures that are holding these
rods in place a disaster could happen. The gov't is assuring people but we don't think information is catching up to
events, if you remember in Chernobyl it took days before people didn't know what was going on. The US is setting up its
own monitoring stations in the Aleutian islands and California. This industry has a habit of not being forthcoming in
catastrophic events.
FOX: (after Gunter) The NRC believes that if there is any radioactive cloud it will not reach the US.
CNN: (Jeanne Meserve, Homeland Security Correspondent) NRC has weighed in and said they do not expect harmful
levels of radiation to reach the US. It might register on some measurement gauges, but not enough to be considered
harmful. Some people in Japan have been diagnosed with radiation exposure. NRC and other agencies are monitoring
the situation, and NRC has sent two experts to help in Japan.
WaPo
"Japan's aging nuclear reactor hit hard"
-Daiichi is one of the oldest and just shy of its likely 40-year retirement age
-Mitch Singer, NEI: we don't think it's a disaster
Bloomberg:
"Japan Stricken Reactor Just Completed Inspection for Next Decade of Power"
-this is taking place a month after Japan approved its second-oldest reactor to run for another decade
-Wan Joo Kim, Korea Institute of Nuclear Safety: seawater is last measure
-there has been a string of incidents in this industry in Japan for the last twelve years
WSJ:
"Japan Quake Damage Mounts; Reactor Watched"
-abnormal pressures and radiation levels at Fukushima are "not deteriorating"
-Edano: Unit 3 is not having external water injected into the container and slightly radioactive steam is being
released to avoid a buildup in pressure
-fires burned for nearly a day after the quake

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

7-

Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:
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From:

Couret, Ivonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:42 PM
McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
TIME Waiting
imageOOl.gif

Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

*Q
UWTSNR,C
(301) 415-8205

F- ivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
httb://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/Dhoto-aailery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
httt://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/sr1350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
hfft://rportal.nrc.aov/OCM/ora/bloa/default.aspx

-

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Eben Harrell [mailto:eben-harrell@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:41 PM

To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: Re:
Hi Ivonne, still waiting on the email about whether there are different safe limit standards for radiation following
emergencies and clean up operations. Are you sure they have my correct email?
Eben
On 3/13/11 6:59 PM, "Couret, Ivonne" <Ivonne.Couretcnrc.qov> wrote:
Here is latest press release. Ivonne

Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200
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From:
Sent:
To:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:27 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.

Subject:

call ml

(b)(6)

To work out a sentence or two per discussion of guidance for US citizens in Japan. We will read your
statement after I get this out the door again.
Eliot

1

315
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:27 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - DOE nuclear loan guarantees

News

1 new result for DOE nuclear loan guarantees

Japan Earthquake: Impact on Cnide Oil, Fuel and Nuclear Power
Benzinga
However, despite big obstacles like cheap natural gas, high project costs and the Great Recession sapping demand in recent years,
nuclear power was staging a comeback when President Obama's 2012 budget proposed $36 billion in loan guarantees to build...
See all stories on this topic )

Tip: Use quotes ("like this") around a set of words in your query to match them exactly. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

(b)(6)

>

Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:26 PM
Brenner, Eliot
new items raised on a call

I sent you a draft doc from DoD on the incident involving USS Reagan for your review.
Also, sounds like you guys are issuing another release more specific to actions taken in Japan for that audience. When
you have that one drafted, please send over.
Finally, I sent you a draft wh statement for your review
Thanks again

Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
[b(6
(direct)
LJ(cell)
(b)(6)

1
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(b)(6)
Shapiro, Nicholas S. <
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:25 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Lapan, David COL OSD PA; Poneman, Daniel; Brenner, Eliot;
Holdren, John P.
RE: POWER PLANT RTQ

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Also adding Dr. Holdren here
----Message ----Original
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:21 PM
To: 'Lapan, David COL OSD PA'; Poneman, Daniel; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: FW: POWER PLANT RTQ
Thanks Col. Adding NRC and DoE for their review.
Original
----Message ----(b)(6)
From: Lapan, David COL OSD PA [mailto:[
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:09 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Turner, Shawn; Jensen, Robert R.
Cc: James, Darryn C CAPT OSD PA; HullRyde, Leslie CDR OSD PA
Subject: Fw: POWER PLANT RTQ
See attached for the proposed response and the e-mails below for some suggestions on active vs RTQ.

Col Dave Lapan, USMC
Acting DASD (Media Operations)
The Pentagon (2E974)
Washington, DC. 20350-1400
(b)(6)

703-697-2300

L)/Sý 2,-

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karonis, Jeff <Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:18 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese
Nuclear Power Plants

Yup
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 03:10 PM
To: Karonis, Jeff <Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; Harrington, Holly <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>
Cc: Heath, Stanley <Stanley.Heath@dhs.gov>; bill.hall@hhs.gov <bill.hall@hhs.gov>
Subject: RE: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants
Thanks. Can't tell you how fun it's been trying to push something out of here.
From: Karonis, Jeff [mailto:Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:09 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Cc: Heath, Stanley; bill.hall@hhs.gov
Subject: Fw: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants
Fyi and per nick we are sharing your rel with state pios and state health pios in west and pac territories
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

From: Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [mailto:bill.hall@hhs.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 03:01 PM
To: 'jeff.karonis@dhs.gov' <Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'stanley.heath@dhs.gov' <Stanley.Heath@dhs.gov>;
'chad.r.wood@dhs.gov' <Chad. R.Wood@dhs.gov>
Subject: Re: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants
FYI, just shared it with NPHIC.
From: Karonis, Jeff [mailto:Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 02:59 PM
To: Heath, Stanley <Stanley.Heath@dhs.gov>; Wood, Chad R <Chad.R.Wood@dhs.gov>
Cc: Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA)
Subject: Fw: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants
Stan
Per call
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
1/S

From: opa administrators [mailto:opa@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 03:33 PM
To: Karonis, Jeff <Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV>
Subject: NRC Sees No Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:15 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 17

FOX: State of emergency at another nuclear plant/confident there will not be a full meltdown officials
MSNBC: Partial meltdown may be occurring at at least one reactor in Japan. (Kirby Kemper, nuclear physicist at Florida
St U) At the point they're using seawater, they're just admitting the reactor is gone and you have to make sure there's
no catastrophic accident. In days to come there should be constant monitoring to make sure there's no radiation escape
and to keep tabs on those who might have been exposed to radiation.
WSJ:
"Japan Struggles to Control Reactors"
-injection of seawater at two units at Daiichi will likely render them unusable in the future
-pressure has been building up in Unit 3 due to a problem with a vapor release vent; as a result, water level fell
sharply, possibly resulting in exposure of fuel rods
-Unit 3's water gauge has stopped functioning, making it impossible to tell if their procedures are working
-no significant change in radiation levels outside the plant despite Unit 3 problems
-Mark Hibbs, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace: Japanese authorities have been forced to take
measures not called for in their playbook

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:[

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

McIntyre, David
Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:06 PM
Burnell, Scott; Couret, Ivonne; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Google Alert - "Nuclear Regulatory Commission"

Don't worry, we've responded.
From: Burnell, Scott
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:47 PM
To: McIntyre, David; Couret, Ivonne; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: FW: Google Alert - "Nuclear Regulatory Commission"
Just awake now, not coherent enough to help this TIME reporter...
From: Eben Harrell [ebenharrell@timemagazine.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:59 PM
To: Burnell, Scott
Subject: Re: Google Alert - "Nuclear Regulatory Commission"
Hi Scott, question for you, does the NRC have binding or nonbinding guidelines for what is safe leves of radiation
following a melt down or RDD incident?
Afraid I'm on a tight deadline so can you get back to me ASAP or point me to the on-dutry press officer?
Thanks!
Eben
On 2/21/11 2:02 PM, "Burnell, Scott" <Scott.Burnell@nrc.qov> wrote:
That will be fine, thanks.
Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Scott Burnell
(b)(6)

From: Eben Harrell <eben-harrell@timemagazine.com>
To: Burnell, Scott
Sent: Mon Feb 21 08:59:46 2011
Subject: Re: Google Alert - "Nuclear Regulatory Commission"
Ok will call in 15mis or so.

On 2/21/11 1:53 PM, "Burnell, Scott" <Scott.Burnell

nrc.aov> wrote:

Hello Eben;
It turns out I'll be available for about the next hour, until 10 a.m. Eastern time. If you're otherwise occupied we'll hopefully talk around
11 a.m. In any case, I thought you might be interested in this Google News alert I got this morning:
News 1 new result for "Nuclear Regulatory Commission"
1

gu/qf

DOE won't assume oversight for commercial nuclear reactors: official
<http)://www.qooqle.com/url?sa=X&am);q =http)://www. platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews/RSSFeed/ElectricPower/85
70069&amp;ct= qa&amp; cad= CAEOARqAIAAoATAAOABA4pmJ6wRIAVAAWABiAmVu&amp ; cd = 2u4vuYx VAE&amp;usq
=AFOiCNFq byuhOIQusOByAOofE tXwcAjzq>
Platts <https://webmail.nrc.aov/owa/Ur]BlockedError.asox>
DOE is "not qualified" to certify commercial reactors and does not support commercial reactors not licensed by the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, said John Kelly, deputy assistant secretary for Nuclear Reactor Technologies at the DOE.
See all stories on this topic )>
<http://www.qooqle.com/url?sa =X&amp :q= http ://news.aoocle.com/news/story%/3Fncl%/3Dhttp ://www. platts.com/R
SSFeedDetailedNews/RSSFeed/ElectricPower/8570069% 26h1%3Den%26qeo•%3Dus&amp;ct=qa&amp; cad=CAEOARa
AIAAoBiAAOABA4pmJ 6wRIAVAAWABiAmVu&amp; cd=2u4vuYx VAE&amp;u>
Thanks.

Scott Burnell

Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200

Eben Harrell
TIME Magazine
+ 44 (0) 203 148 3200
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:59 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 16

CNN: Still bracing for aftershocks / 12,000 rescued / An early earthquake warning system may have helped save a lot of
lives / Japan has learned a lot from previous quakes / System is integrated into society: trains are stopped, warnings are
sent out, production is halted, etc
CBC:
"West Coast not at risk of fallout"
-Washington State Board of Health in Olympia: the nuclear event in Japan poses no human risk in Washington
state, and officials are monitoring the situation
-even in the event of a significant release from the reactor, radiation would be diluted before reaching West
coast
-chances of localized radiation contamination high near Fukushima
-Chernobyl-style meltdown unlikely and likelihood of contamination reaching Canada remote
CNN:
"US agencies provide insight into how to prepare for, respond to nuclear disaster"
-Japan will be distributing KI, and NRC urges states to consider including pills as a protective measure in their
plans
-no indication that US will be in danger
-advice and regulations from US provide insight into how Japan might respond
Daily Yomiuri:
"Changing data baffles Fukushima residents"
-changing information about explosion and radiation leak at plant confusing
-residents angered by slow responses of gov't and utility
-disaster radio sent message about Fukushima exploding, then retracted the message
NYT:
"Partial Meltdowns Presumed at Crippled Reactors"
-officials say presumed meltdowns occurred in two reactors
-two more plants in a state of emergency, bringing total to four
-high pressure inside reactors at Daiichi hampering efforts to pump in water
-radiation levels outside Daiichi up again to 1204 microsieverts/hr, over twice Japan's legal limit

- David Lochbaum, who worked at three reactors in the United States with designs
similar to Daiichi, and who was later hired by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
teach its personnel about that technology, said that judging by photographs of the
stricken plant, the explosion appeared to have occurred in the turbine hall, not the
reactor vessel or the containment that surrounds the vessel.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C: I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. 1
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:54 PM
Shannon, Valerie; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Press Release

(b)(6)

Thank you
From: Shannon, Valerie [mailto:Valerie.Shannon@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:53 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: Press Release
Mr. Shapiro,
I have added you to our e-mail press release distribution list. The lastest press release No. 11-046 "NRC Sees No
Radiation at Harmful Levels Reaching U.S. From Damaged Japanese Nuclear Power Plants" has been posted to our web
site.
Valerie Shannon, NRC
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:54 PM
Jaczko, Gregory
RE: White House OK with us sending out Broil

Yes. It is on the net now.
From: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:53 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Subject: Re: White House OK with us sending out Broil
Did the release go out

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sun Mar 13 14:52:02 2011
Subject: White House OK with us sending out Broil

I am double checking to be sure there is no audio on it before I send it out the door.
Eliot

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:49 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: B-roll

(b)(6)

Awesome. thanks again!
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:48 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: B-roll
It is up on our web site now.
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:[
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:47 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: B-roll

(b)(6)

Any word on whether your release has gone out yet? we have a number of reporters we want to refer it to but don't
want to do that until its out publicly
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:46 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: B-roll
Done.
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto[
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:46 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: B-roll

(b)(6)

Cool, I think that'll be good
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:43 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: B-roll
Soundless B-roll
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtol
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:43
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: B-roll

(b)(6)

Any audio or just straight up broil footage?
1
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From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:42 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: B-roll
Got any problems if I provide the nets with the B-roll I have here of folks conferring in our Ops Center? It's just
staff, not our chairman, so no bigwigs in the pictures. We held off yesterday so as not to get ahead of you
guys.
Eliot

2

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:45 PM
Brenner, Eliot
McIntyre, David
blog post draft

(b)(5)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:40 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 15

CNN: 1600 now confirmed dead in Japan /Tsunami destroyed Minamisanriku / Many bodies still under rubble / More
than 140 aftershocks followed quake / US rescue teams arrive in Japan
FOX: After TMI we had a 30 year moratorium on nuclear power in this country, is it likely that Japan will face that? This
will probably make people very nervous, even if it isn't as bad as it currently sounds. The president will have to decide
what to do about nuclear power.
Reuters:
"Put the brakes on nuclear power plants: Lieberman"
-US should hold off on approving new power plants till the situation in Japan is resolved and examined
-authorities say re: plants they assume some damage has already occurred
-Lieberman: doesn't want to stop building of plants completely
-plants in US have a good safety record
-23 of our plants are built w designs similar to Japan's
-Lieberman: since TMI, all our plants have been built to withstand the maximum recorded earthquake in each
area, plus a margin of safety
"Expert sees 'good news' in Japanese nuclear fight"
-Robin Grimes, director for Centre of Nuclear Engineering at Imperial College London: passage of time could
reduce problem, reactor core probably still intact, but injection of seawater is an 'extreme measure'
-any meltdown of nuclear fuel would not lead to a major escape of potentially dangerous clouds into the air as
long as the containment vessel is not breached
-Mark Hibbs, Carnegie Endowment for Peace: Japanese authorities appear to be having success in forestalling a
definite core melt accident
-Robert Engel, structural analyst & senior engineer at Switzerland's Leibstadt nuclear power plant: Japanese
authorities should be able to manage the situation
VOANews:
"Nuclear Radiation Could Spread Far Beyond Japan"
-Joseph Cicincione, Ploughshares Fund: nuclear crisis is in a critical phase
-Dai-ichi is one of at least three nuclear plants at risk
-worst case scenario could involve radiation carried to the Western US
-Ichiro Fujisaki, Japanese ambassador: potential dangers but this is not a situation where the core reactor is
melting

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200

C:F

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:

Lea & Shepherd <semlin@telus.net>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:32 PM
Brenner, Eliot

Subject:

Re: radiation plume map

Thank you, Eliot! I have just forwarded the info you sent me to several listervs already...
All the Best,
Lea

On Mar 13, 2011, at 11:29 AM, Brenner, Eliot wrote:

I've seen it. It is as bogus as the day is long. Thanks. If you are involved in blogs or any other social media, I
would appreciate it ifyou could say you heard directly from the NRC that it is a fake. The map on the bottom is
one that appears to have come from an Australian firm in the radiation business, but we found that it appeared,
like the other one, to have been pulled back by whoever posted it.
I apologize, but I must run to talk to a bunch of reporters somewhat starved for news.
Eliot
From: Lea & Shepherd rmailto:semlin@.telus.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:26 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: radiation plume map

Dear Mr. Brenner,
Thank you so much for getting back to me right away - I am attaching the maps that I had received so you can
know what information has been circulating...
I very much appreciate your help!!!
Very Truly Yours,
Lea & Shepherd
<image0O1 .jpg><image002.jpg><image003.jpg>

On Mar 13, 2011, at 11:14 AM, Brenner, Eliot wrote:

Lea and Shepherd: I am the director of Public Affairs for the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. I can assure
you that no radiation at levels that could remotely be considered harmful will reach US territory. We are putting

-a

out a press release to that effect within minutes. I encourage you to check our website in the next half hour or
so.
Moreover, I have seen what purports to be an NRC-generated plume map on the internet. We have produced
no such map. It is bogus and a sad attempt to scare people.
Eliot Brenner
US NRC Office of Public Affairs.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:19 PM
Couret, Ivonne
RE: An Idea for the Nuclear Reactor Emergency in Japan
imageOOl.gif

One or two along the way. Helps us to reach out to people on occasionally.
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:11 PM
To: OPA Resource; McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: An Idea for the Nuclear Reactor Emergency in Japan
Do you guys really want to receive public inquiries .... otherwise I'll instruct Val and Bethany to send to
me.. .Ivonne
Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

U'S RC
~flu~ar~mrr'J

2 (301) 415-8205
-• ivonne.couret@nrc.qov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/Dhoto-gallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.aov/readinq-rm/doc- collections/nureqs/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
http://Dortal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloa/default.asox
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From: OPA Resource
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:06 PM
To: McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: FW: An Idea forthe Nuclear Reactor Emergency in Japan

(b)(6)
From: Chuck Hoffheiser [mailtof
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:25 PM
To: OPA Resource
Subject: An Idea for the Nuclear Reactor Emergency in Japan

I've been following the coverage of the nuclear reactor situation in Japan, and a thought occurred -- could we
outfit helicopters with the fire-fighting water carrying devices often used in wildfires in the US? I don't know

how to get in touch with the NRC experts in Japan, and their offices in the US probably are closed
today. Perhaps someone at NRC is monitoring e-mail today so perhaps you could transmit my idea to them.
Is there any way these "water-helicopters" could be used to slowly release water into the reactor containment
structures? Various reports say Japanese crews are pumping seawater into the structures, and maybe this is a
way to supplement the amount if water and add it more quickly. Additionally, if there are any mid-air refueling
Air Force planes in the region, could they be filled with water rather than jet fuel, then used for the same
purpose?
Naturally, the crews would have to be outfitted with radiation protection, and that might make this idea
unworkable.
Thanks for keeping us informed. I've provided my phone number below, just in case.
Chuck Hoffheiser
(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:18 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
FW: Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx
Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx

This has the nit noodles done.
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:04 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:18 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 14

Meet the Press (MSNBC): (Lester Holt, Tokyo) Search and rescue is difficult since areas are still cut off by floodwaters.
Two reactors at Dai-ichi are experiencing partial meltdowns, with the possible escape of radioactivity; a third reactor still
.at risk of explosion. 20 km exclusion zone, evacuating over 200k people; others nearby are told to stay indoors and
drape wet cloths over their faces. A plane heading into Tokyo was told to avoid the area in its flight path. This will be a
difficult few months.
(Japanese ambassador to US, Ichiro Fujisaki) Gov't is saying there are two types of problems re: nuclear reactors. We
have to vent pressure from some of the reactors; the other issue is that since they're heating, we have to put in water,
and since water has been disrupted we're using seawater. We have tried to take other measures, I don't know if you'd
call this desperate, but we think it's the best course of action. We're trying to minimize risks to population, so we're
taking precautions like evacuation of 200k+ people. We have to take quick action and act with a cautious attitude.
(President of NEI Marvin Fertel) After the earthquake it appeared that everything worked as it should. The tsunami then
caused more damage, which we think is what lead t6 the current problems. To put in perspective, at TMI about half the
core melted, but it resulted in no releases offsite that threatened anyone. All of our power plants, whether in CA or
elsewhere, are designed to be able to withstand a maximum noted earthquake. Post 9/11 we've made sure we had
measures, even in the event of loss of electricity, to get water to the core of our plants. I think Japan is doing everything
remarkably well.
(Sen Schumer) We're going to have to see what happens in Japan, obviously, but the bottom line is that we have to find
independence from foreign oil. I'm still willing to look at nuclear but it has to be done safely and carefully.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <

(b)(6)

Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:17 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx

Great thanks Eliot
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 2:17 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: FW: Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx
Nick: attached are our internal q-and-a. we are not publishing this at the moment but having it handy in case
the chairman is ambushed. Feel free to use where they will help. They may be updated along the way.
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Chairman Jaczko QA6 031311.docx
The Qs&As ...

{j3,U 6 6
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:58 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
03-13-11 PR FINA11-046.docx
03-13-11 PR FINAL11-046.docx

Here it is. I will have it out in about 10 minutes. Thanks for your help.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:58 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 13

MSNBC: Japan was already having economic issues, we don't know how this will affect them, but nuclear issues will
certainly play a role. Japan has largest public debt among advanced economies.
CNN: It's possible a meltdown has already happened at a plant, but no sign of dangerous radiation levels in area / Japan
has started rolling blackouts to conserve electricity, struggling to repair power plants / 1.3 million Japanese without
power / American carrier group is in place to run emergency supplies to coastal areas
AP:
"Japan races to prevent nuke reactor meltdowns"
-few details about what is being done to keep the situation under control
-Edano: we can't rule out the possibility of an explosion but threat to public health would be low
-evacuations a precaution
-about 1500 people have been scanned for radiation
-Friedrich Steinhaeusler, professor of physics and biophysics at Salzburg University & advisor to Austrian govt on
nuclear issues: there's a window of opportunity where they can do a lot, including using seawater to cool, but if
the heat isn't brought down the cascading problems can become impossible to control
-Edano: there hasn't been a meltdown at Dai-ichi
-other officials have not been clear over what they think about a meltdown at Dai-ichi
-experts say even a complete meltdown would probably be less severe than Chernobyl
-no significant radioactive leak after explosion at Unit 1
-radiation levels outside the plant briefly rose above legal limits but have since declined significantly
Kyodo (AP):
"Over 10,000 deaths feared in quake-tsunami, nuclear crisis continues"
-toll of dead/unaccounted for exceeds 3200
-death toll will almost definitely be 10,000+
-dysfunction of nuclear plants force TEPCO to suspend part of its services from Monday, likely to last through
the end of April
-region-specific outages will address a lot things used in everyday life like traffic signals
-Japan increasing state subsidies for reconstruction

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S.

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:51 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE

(b)(6)

>

Also, just a question

(b)(5)

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
To: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sun Mar 13 13:39:33 2011
Subject: RE: DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE

Great thank you very much

(b)(5)

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:37 PM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE
Following will go out of here at 2 p.m. It tracks with our conversation and the ones our bosses have had both
on substance and keeping one another informed. This should start the ball rolling. - Eliot
DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE

(b)(5)
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:47 PM
Brenner, Eliot; McIntyre, David
MEDIA INTERVIEW REQUEST
image001.gif

CNBC
Kevin Flynn
Interview today - 5 min 8:30p.m.
# 201-290-9476
Kevin.flynn(dnbcuni.com
Looking to get someone in authority to reassure the public that this will not happen in the US and what we do
to keep the people and environment safe...
Wants to be included in NRC Press Release distributions.
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

E- (301) 415-8205
V4 ivonne.courel@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.qov/readinq-rm/photo-aallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.qov/readinc.rm/doc-collections/nurens/staff /srl 350/
NRC Employees can read Interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.,ov/OCM/opa/blo-,/default.aspx
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Importance:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:40 PM
(b)(6)

resending,1

(b)(5)

High

Draft NRC release - aiming for 2 p.m. distribution

(b)(5)
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:41 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 12

FOX: two NRC officials heading to Japan; NRC has been examining info on situation to try and help Japanese
counterparts
IBN Live:
"Japan tries to avert nuclear meltdown; tsunami may have killed 10,000"
-no problem with cooling process at Onagawa
-fundamentally different from Chernobyl
-nuclear accident has sparked criticism that authorities were not well-prepared for quake
-preparations to distribute KI
-Edano: we moved too slowly on Saturday, trying to avoid making the mistakes they made with Unit 1
with Unit 3
-don't know if fuel rods are melting in Unit 1 because there's no way to look inside the reactor and know
-Lochbaum: seawater means they ran out of options
NYT:
"Death Toll Estimate in Japan Soars as Relief Efforts Intensify"
-businesses asked to limit operations on Monday, esp use of light and heat
-assistance teams included groups from China and South Korea
"Nuclear Emergency is Worst in Decades"
-already considered most severe nuclear accident in Japan
Montreal Gazette (Reuters):
"Japan fights to prevent nuclear meltdown"
-all three units at Dai-ichi are threatening to overheat
-authorities have poured seawater in all three of Dai-ichi's reactors
-Japan's nuclear safety agency denies radiation issues at Onagawa
Slate (blog):
"Two Reactors Suffer Meltdowns in Japan"
-three workers at Dai-ichi are suffering radiation sickness
-three cooling facilities at a nearby plant have failed, officials say risk of meltdown not imminent, though
that is what they said about Unit I as well

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:37 PM
Brenner, Eliot; McIntyre, David
MEDIA REQUEST - NBC NEWS NATIONAL
imageOOl.gif

NBC - all affiliate release
Sheila Conlin
202-783-2615
Sheila.conlin(,nbcuni.com
Wants to be included on future distribution of all NRC press releases
Interview and or want to get answers to question. She is reading online from other media sources that the NRC
is "saying" that they are reassuring the public that the NRC is assuring this Japan episode is not going to
happen in US ; wants to know what is the NRC doing to reassure the public of this. I asked for media source
and quoted other online media there is no quotes just summations. I told her I would forward to PAOs in the
cue ... Ivonne

Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

(301) 415-8205
V•J Ivonne.couret@nrc..ov

Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.aov/reading-rm/photo-gallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.cov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog

http://Dortal.nrc.aov/OCM/oDa/bloo/default.aspx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shannon, Valerie
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:36 PM
McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
Press Release
11-046.docx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

McIntyre, David
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:30 PM
Brenner, Eliot
03-13-11 DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE.docx
03-13-11 DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE.docx
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DRAFT NRC PRESS RELEASE

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:22 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 11

FOX: (Peter Doocy) The crisis in Japan raises questions about nuclear power. The NRC says that when plants here are
built, we take into consideration the most severe accidents in the area before building - while anything is possible,
what's happening in Japan is not likely here.
Kyodo (AP):
"Cooling system pump stops at Tokai nuclear power plant"
-one of two pumps to cool the reactor stopped working, but other is still functional
-currently no problem with cooling the reactor
LA Times:
"Japan quake: 2 nd reactor cooled with seawater to avoid meltdown"
-second reactor being cooled with seawater; radiation levels at first reactor being pumped with seawater have
fallen
-actions at Unit 1 seem to have been successful so far
-hydrogen gas has been building up in Unit 3; some gas has been vented but explosion still a possibility
-emergency declared at Onagawa plant due to radiation levels was likely a result of wind blowing radiation there
from Fukushima
Guardian:
"Earthquake and tsunami 'Japan's worst crisis since second world war"'
-authorities warn about partial meltdown possible in one reactor and risk of hydrogen explosion in another, but
say neither would necessarily breach containment vessel
-blackouts could last till end of the month

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:15 PM
Brenner, Eliot; McIntyre, David
MEDIA Request Interview - CNN in HONG KONG
image001.gif

Ramy Incencio
Ramy.incencioccnn.com
Phone via Skype no hard line if someone can speak to him please email time to call in. (Reality he was going
to sleep going to forward him links and NEI's contact.)
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

r *USJNRC

U (301) 415-8205.
E ivonne.couret@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
http://www.nrc.qov/readina-rm/photo-qallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.qov/readinci-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://Portal.nrc.qov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:10 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 10

MSNBC: (Bob Bazell in Tokyo) All headed toward a gradual cool down, but at Dai-ichi Unit 3 they are pumping seawater
in to try and cool down nuclear material and the energy secretary says they are pouring water in but gauge says
seawater is going out - nothing is near Chernobyl or tmi - Tokyo is ok - nuclear power plants were designed to
withstand earthquakes five times less powerful than what hit them they weren't designed to sustaina tsunami at the
same time, was the planning not enough?
MSNBC: (Dick Thornburgh, PA gov during TMI) There's an eerie similarity between TMI and but there are significant
differences. -What was the biggest issue you had approaching the TMI incident? -Not getting true picture from facility.
We had to cast about for more info, and it wasn't until the 3 rd day that NRC's Denton (hero at TMI) came and gave us
assurance that we had the facts we needed to make real decisions. I don't care how good a decision maker you are you
need the right facts.
CTV Ottawa:
"Cooling System fails at third Japanese nuclear plant"
-cooling system pumps stopped at Tokai 2 in Ibaraki prefecture
-it's unclear what's going on with Dai-ichi Unit 1, it's a possibility fuel rods are melting
-cooling system at Dai-ichi 2 has also failed but is less affected by crisis
-three other reactors at Dai-ichi are in a safe shutdown state
-Japanese officials announce plans for rolling blackouts to deal with severe power shortage caused by shutdown
plants
-International Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale, Fukushima incident is currently ranked at 4/7, meaning it
has "local consequences"
-French Embassy in Japan said although scientists are indicating crisis would pose little risk to Tokyo, it wants
citizens to leave in case the worst happened and a radioactive plume headed that way
NZ Herald:
"Japan on brink of nuclear meltdown"
-top Japanese govt official warns a meltdown is "highly possible"
-officials are taking measures based on the assumption that the Unit 3 reactor could be experiencing a
meltdown
-injecting seawater and boron into Unit I will have to continue nonstop for days
-Japan's nuclear industry already has a tarnished image due to an incident in 2002 where the pres of Japan's
largest utility was forced to resign after suspicions of falsifying plant records
AP:
"10K dead in Japan amid fears of nuclear meltdowns"
-at least two reactors wrecked by dumping seawater to provide emergency cooling
-strongest quake ever recorded in Japan

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:;
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:06 PM
McIntyre, David
material for release

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is coordinating with the Department of Energy and other federal agencies
in providing whatever assistance the Japanese government requests as they respond to conditions at several
nuclear power plant sites following the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. The NRC has sent two boiling-water
reactor experts to Japan as part of a U.S. International Agency for International Development team.
In response to nuclear emergencies, the NRC works with other U.S. agencies to monitor radioactive releases
and predict their path. All the available information indicates weather conditions have taken the small releases
from the Fukushima reactors out to sea away from the population. Given the thousands of miles between the
two countries, Hawaii and the U.S. West Coast should not observe any radioactive releases at any level of
harm.
The NRC's rigorous safety regulations ensure that U.S. nuclear power plants are designed to withstand
tsunamis, earthquakes and other severe natural hazards. The NRC has been working with several agencies to
assess recent seismic research for the central and eastern United States; that work continues to indicate U.S.
plants will remain safe. The NRC also took part in multi-agency research following the 2004 Indonesian
tsunami, and this effort has led to revised guidance for coastal U.S. nuclear power plants to consider when
analyzing potential tsunami hazards.
The NRC will evaluate all the information being gathered from the earthquake, tsunami and reactor accident to
determine what lessons might be applied to U.S. regulations and ongoing reviews of applications for new
nuclear power plants.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MARK CHEDIAK, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: <mchediak@bloomberg.net>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:54 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: oldest U.S. reactors near fault lines

Great. this is very helpful. Thanks!
----Message ----Original
From: Eliot Brenner <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: MARK CHEDIAK (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
At: 3/13 9:52:36
Go to the nrc webpage, news and information on the left, information digest button, go to appendix A. that will give you
the start date of all u.s. reactors. If you want to parse it by fault lines, all you can really come up with is Diablo canyon
between LA and SanFran, and San Onofre south of LA. If you wanted to really stretch things you might find a few midcountry reactors within spitting distance of the New Madrid fault.
Now ... I don't what to be quoted here and would prefer you just write this of your own knowledge based on reading
related materials .and press releases over time .... both DC and SO have high earthquake resistence per NRC
requirements that every plant must meet the highest historical quake plus a margin of safety. Those two plants are
designed able to safely shut down at approx 7.0. Both have tsumami protection requirements. And every plant must be
able to meet worst case quake for their specific area plus the margin ... and meet any relevant flooding scenarios.
Eliot

Original
----Message--From: MARK CHEDIAK, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: [mailto:mchediak@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:43 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: oldest U.S. reactors near fault lines
Hi Eliot,
Can you tell me how I can find a list of the oldest nuclear reactors near fault lines in the U.S.? Many Thanks, Mark

Mark Chediak
Energy Reporter, Bloomberg News, San Francisco.
(b)(6)
(0) 415-617-7233, (c)l
mchediak@bloomberg.net

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:46 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 9

FOX: Fukushima 2 a new problem, three nuclear reactors are having problems from overheating / 22 have confirmed
radiation contamination in Japan / Japanese tv has been issuing instructions for anyone within the 12 mi radius to close
doors wear long sleeve shirts etc
Reuters:
"Japan nuclear health risks low, won't blow abroad"
-Malcolm Crick, Secretary of the UN Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation: not a serious public
health issue atm; this is nothing like Chernobyl
-WHO: public health risk remains low
-Lennart Carlsson, director of Nuclear Power Plant Safety in Sweden: wind direction blowing out to Pacific, don't
think this will be a problem for other countries
-WHO: no request has been made to mobilize radiation experts
HuffPo:
"Japan Meltdown Scare Doesn't Sway Senators from Standing Behind Nuclear Power"
-Sen Schumer & Sen McConnell still open to expanding nuclear power in US
-McConnell: this is not the time to be making American domestic policy
-Sen Lieberman: US should halt permitsfor new plants until we know what went wrong with Japanese plants
SFGate:
"Nuclear Renaissance Threatened as Japan's Reactor Struggles"
-Peter Bradford: setback for nuclear renaissance
-Tom Cochran, Natural Resources Defense Council: arguments that held sway during TMI could hold sway here
too
-Sen Lieberman: nuclear power is clean, but we should put a halt on applications for new plants until we know
more
-damaged Japanese reactor designed by GE and similar to units still running in US
-NRC in talks with Japanese counterparts
-Richard Myers: vice president for policy at NEI: too early to speculate on potential US political and financial
fallout from situation
-Klein: avoiding disaster in Japan may help industry prove ability to handle emergencies; as long as they keep
-the core covered and there's no significant release, it'll demonstrate that safety systems worked

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:43 PM
Meserve, Jeanne
RE: Good morning

Not yet. The missing part here is hearing from authoritative sources what is happening there.
From: Meserve, Jeanne [mailto:Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:35 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Good morning
Any chance of having a background conversation with someone who really understands what is happening there and the
implications?

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:34 PM
To: Meserve, Jeanne
Subject: RE: Good morning
Jeane: I have got absolutely zero in anything fresh. I'll reach out if I have something of substance.
From: Meserve, Jeanne [mailto:Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:15 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Good morning
Can you give me a call at the office? Looking for any updates/information. 202-898-7553
Thanks!
Jeanne Meserve
CNN Homeland Security Correspondent
202-898-7553 office
Follow me on twitter @JMeserveCNN

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:30 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 8

CNN: (Questions with James Acton, Carnegie Endowment) There has been some melting of the core, which might
release substantial amounts of radiation into the environment, but not necessarily. There's significant uncertainty about
what's going on and what's going to happen. -So it could be controllable and not as bad as the term meltdown might
sound? Or it could be awful. We don't know what range this is in. -It's almost inconceivable that we would have a major
explosion of the reactor vessel itself.-Did it fail because the system doesn't work, or because there are just some things
the reactor can't handle? -There will be an investigation, but the Japanese authorities take earthquakes seriously; the
reactor probably could withstand the earthquake, but I suspect the reactor wasn't equipped to handle the size of the
earthquake.
FOX: NRC has sent two BWR experts over as part of USAID, NRC Ops Center has been up and running
FOX: (Questions with Ray Golden, TVA) It's a fluid situation, what has been released has probably been filtered to trap
some radioactive material, it'll rapidly mix with ambient air and disperse. People nearby should keep in mind: time
distance shieldin. Second and third hand reports say the containment vessel is intact so even if there is damage to
nuclear fuel, it's contained, and releases will be very small. -This raises q's about facilities here, how are they built to
withstand something like this? -It's premature to draw conclusions. The industry as a whole is watching this carefully
and offering advice as we can. This will be evaluated to the nth degree to see if any measures should be adopted. -How
do you plan for these things? -Emergency planning. We routinely do drills and exercises evaluated by regulators. The
NRC constantly looking at new seismic information to evaluate our risks and make a determination about what we
should do.
CNN:
"Workers scramble to cool reactors; officials say 2 nd blast possible"
-just because seawater was used does not mean nuclear tragedy is imminent say officials
-setbacks at Daiichi but possibility of massive radiation exposure currently remains low
-Onagawa declared emergency but is under control
-Dale Klein, chancellor for special engineering projects at U Texas, says he doesn't think Daiichi is really close to
meltdown; suspects that when the dust settles there'll be a bigger death toll from earthquake and tsunami than plants
-James Walsh, security studies at MIT: seawater and boron are being used because they have no other choice
-James Acton, The Carnegie Endowment: agrees that seawater is only used if significantly worried about the
possibility of a meltdown
-Edano: continuing to monitor radiation, but it's under control
-Jay Lehr, science director at Heartland Institute of Chicago - "100% confident" that Japan can handle issues
and escape possibility of radiation
-Robert Angethorpe, nuclear engineer who has been fielding questions about Japan's nuke program on Twitter:
not out of the woods yet

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200

1Fi+
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Shapiro, Nicholas S. <1
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:24 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: explaining reactors

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

(b)(6)

>

Im getting on a call now as well. here are all my numbers below
Nick Shapiro
Office of the Press Secretary
The White House
I(direct)
b(cell)

F-

(b)(6)

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto:Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:55 AM
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Subject: RE: explaining reactors
Sorryl

(b)(6)

I will be on a 7 a.m. call, then into the office by abvout 9am

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:
Sent: Sunday, Marc'h 13, 2011 1:08 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: explaining reactors

(b)(6)

Hey eliot, so I have it, what is your cell number?
Thanks

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Vietor, Tommy; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Jensen, Robert R.; Stevens, Clark
Cc: Batkin, Joshua <Joshua. Batkin@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 21:55:05 2011
Subject: explaining reactors
Gents: I recognize you have your hands full. On the issue of backgrounding reporters, when CNN uses Bill Nye
the Science guy and a weatherman to explain reactors, it's not good. Having someone to say "here's what we
do know, here's what we don't know, and we're not going to speculate" might do some good. Don't care if it's
NRC or DOE, but the USG appears to be out of the picture for too long. Something further to ponder for
tomorrow.
Eliot Brenner

.,,3 L)/,5

Lf

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:12 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 7

Breaking: Cooling system pump stops at Tokai nuclear power plant (Kyodo ticker)
MSNBC: (Questions with Damon Moglen, "Friends of the Earth") This is a hail mary pass; reactors were not designed to
have salt water used in them, this speaks to the urgency of the situation. -Could this have been avoided, was it a design
flaw? -1 think there are design flaws in these reactors, but this was an extraordinary accident here. This is ultimately a
question of the cost of nuclear power and are whether we're willing to accept that cost.
(Sen Schumer) We have to free ourselves from dependence on foreign so I'm still willing to look at nuclear but it has to
be done safely and carefully.
Markey will be on later - he has proposed a moratorium until further safety studies can be done.
Kyodo (AP):
"Over 10,000 deaths feared in quake-tsunami, nuclear crisis continues"
-death toll likely to surpass 10k
-SDF will increase mobilization to 100k over the next few days
-weather agency finally lifted tsunami advisory
"Water injected into troubled nuclear power plants to avert di'saster"
-core of Daiichi Unit 3 reactor may have deformed due to overheating
-gov't spokesman warned that another explosion could occur
-Edano: hydrogen explosion is unlikely to affect human health even if occurred
-19 people had confirmed radiation exposure, adding to the original 3 confirmed
-evacuation area expanded from 10 to 20 km around Fukushima plants
Reuters:
"Wind direction monitored near quake-hit Japan nuclear plant"
-wind a key factor in judging possible damage to environment from nuclear plant
-wind expected to be westerly in an area where there are no residents, 2/3 meters per second
-radiation levels have exceeded safety limit but there is no "immediate" threat to human health

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C1
(b)(6)

1)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sheehan, Neil
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:07 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Media calls today on Japan reactor event

Got it. I'll be there tonight.

Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Sent from NRC Blackberry
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Sheehan, Neil
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
Sent: Sun Mar 13 12:05:38 2011
Subject: RE: Media calls today on Japan reactor event
Yes. Plan on a couple of days.
Original
----Message ----From: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:01 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Media calls today on Japan reactor event
How are things looking today? Do you still need me to come down later today?

Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Sent from NRC Blackberry
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Sat Mar 12 17:00:02 2011
Subject: RE: Media calls today on Japan reactor event
8p-8a
Original
----Message ----From: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:59 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Media calls today on Japan reactor event

Sounds like a plan
What time would you want me to start tomorrow night?

Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Sent from NRC Blackberry
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Sheehan, Neil; Dean, Bill; Lew, David
Cc: Harrington, Holly; Hayden, Elizabeth; Screnci, Diane
Sent: Sat Mar 12 15:57:52 2011
Subject: RE: Media calls today on Japan reactor event
Nothing fresh. Press releases parallel our talking points.
As for tomorrow, I would like you come down and work the overnight tomorrow night in the Ops Center and be
prepared to also work Monday night. There is a reservation for you at the Marriott across the street in your name, on
my credit card. Strongly suggest you substitute your own card. If you wake up at 4 p.m. and I tell you it is not necessary
to work a second night ... the Marriott will only charge for a single night.
Original
----Message ----From: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:55 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Dean, Bill; Lew, David
Subject: Media calls today on Japan reactor event
So far today I have received calls from the Union Leader (of Manchester, N.H.), the York (Pa.) Daily Record, the Journal
News (of Westchester, N.Y.) and the Pottstown (Pa.) Daily Record.
Any updates of the talking points would be appreciated.

Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Sent from NRC Blackberry
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vitale, Jama <Jama.vitale@FOXNEWS.COM>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:54 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: NRC interview

Many thanks.
If things change, please keep me posted.
Best
Jama

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Vitale, Jama
Sent: Sun Mar 13 11:50:40 2011
Subject: NRC interview
At this point, we are not doing interviews. We have your number if necessary.
You can reach Diaz at niIs.diaz(cnd2qroup.com
Eliot Brenner

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:40 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 6

FOX: Japanese officials call it a race against time; they are pouring sea water on 3 reactors and working to contain them.
(Questions with John Blake, geophysicist with USGS) A volcano 950 mi s of epicenter is erupting. Another quake of this
size unlikely, but an aftershock around magnitude 7 is likely though. Because so many buildings have been weakened,
another quake would create more damage & stress. No place was better prepared for a big quake than Japan -there's
no way to predict earthquakes, all we can do is try to make sure our buildings are built well and our emergency services
are well placed and prepared.
AP:
"Volcano in southern Japan resumes eruptions"
-Shinmoedake volcano spewing ash and rock
-activity resumed after a quiet couple of weeks
-on Kyushu island, about 950 mi from epicenter of quake
-unclear if activity is linked to quake
NYT:
"Crisis Underscores Fears About Safety of Nuclear Energy"
-critics have long questioned viability of reactors in areas with seismic activity
-Benjamin Leyre, utilities industry analyst with Exane BNP Paribas: politicians in Europe and elsewhere likely to.
come under increased pressure to revisit safety standards; what comes will probably be based in part on how
transparent Japan's regulators are
-Nils J Diaz: Daiichi unit 1 maybe not handled well - why wasn't there another source of water for cooling
reactor immediately available? Japanese would rather wait and do things perfectly, and they can't think like that
in a crisis
-re: Sat explosion, experts say problem was avoidable
-Diaz: a comprehensive nuclear safety program developed after 9/11 would have prevented a similar incident at
US reactors

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:
(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:32 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

2 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

ANALYSIS: Janan Tenco stru22les to save stricken Fukushima-1 nuke unit
Platts
The cause of the explosion is unclear, but could have been an accumulation of hydrogen in the concrete building from the interaction
of fuel cladding materials and water, former US Nuclear Regulatory Commission member Peter Bradford said during the ...
See all stories on this topic »ý

The man with a plan
Pueblo Chieftain
That's one of the reasons (Nuclear Regulatory Commission) rules require that they be stored in a way that's recoverable. "One of the

problems with nuclear power in this country is we haven't been doing the necessary research because there's been no...
See all stories on this topic )

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manacge your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:25 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 5

AP:
"German nuclear dispute sharpened by Japan mishap"
-thousands demonstrated against extending the life of Germany's nuclear reactors
-demonstration was planned ahead of the issues in Japan but more interest due to events
-Greens party leader says events at Fukushima show even high-tech planning can't prepare for all eventualities;
nuclear power is uncontrollable and too high-risk
NYT:
"Partial meltdowns presumed at crippled reactors"
-worst since Chernobyl
-developments at two plants have led to evac of 200k
-largest mobilization of Self-Defense Forces since WWII
-Daiichi unit 1 flooded, unit 3 could have an explosion
-officials said they would release steam and inject water into a third reactor as temperatures rise and water
levels fall around fuel rods
-cooling has failed at all three Daini reactors but situation there is less dire atm
-radiation levels outside plant shot up overnight to 1204 sieverts/hr, twice the legal limit
-preparations to distribute KI
-executives and government officials were giving confusing and conflicting reports
-decision to flood plant probably means Tokyo Electric Power has decided to scrap plant (Olli Heinonen, former
chief inspector for IAEA)
-David Lochbaum judged by photos explosion occurred in the turbine hall*
-Sat before explosion Japanese nuclear safety panel said rad levels were 1000x above normal in Daiichi control
room
*Lochbaum being cited for NRC credentials again:

David Lochbaum, who worked at three reactors in the United States with designs similar to Daiichi, and
who was later hired by theNuclear Regulatory Commission to teach its personnel about that technology,
said that judging by photographs of the stricken plant, the explosion appeared to have occurred in the
turbine hall, not the reactor vessel or the containment that surrounds the vessel.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

From:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:13 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 4

MSNBC - (Questions to Robert Alvarez) -Why didn't they think ahead to anticipate some of these problems? Why build
plants anywhere near seismic activity? -We need to ask that in this country as well. -Japan's nuclear safety agency rates
this on an international scale as a 4 out of 7; Chernobyl was a 4, TMI a 5. What do you think? -1 think we're approaching
6. The situation has not been stabilized and so there are still potential catastrophic circumstances and we can't be
complacent.
(Kenneth Cukier, The Economist) 70% chance of another big quake coming, so we're not in the clear yet.
Running text: 2.5 mil households without electricity / dozens of countries offering assistance / nuclear crisis posing new
concerns

AP:
-Americans urged not to go to Japan atm
"In Japan plant, frantic efforts to avoid meltdown"
-vent radioactive steam to avoid total meltdown
-Daiichi's cooling system was crippled and backup power did not kick in properly
-Robert Alvarez again - "Hail Mary pass"
-five reactors under state of emergency Friday; an additional was added Sunday
-Bradford and Bergeron again
"Japan upgrades magnitude of killer quake to 9.0"
"IAEA: 170,000 evacuated near Japanese nuclear plant"
-IAEA says folks ordered out of 12mi radius from Daiichi
-another 30k evacuated from area around another plant

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:[

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:06 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Media Update 3

FOX - (David Piper in Tokyo) News conference in last two minutes - three units at fukushima time is running out to save
them and Unit I may have to be sealed from the outside world within three hours, suggesting there could be a nuclear
meltdown. If there is a risk of meltdown, it's be like Chernobyl and they'd put a cap on top of reactor and seal it in
concrete and that puts a lot of rescue workers at very high risk.
FOX - two NRC experts in BWRs have gone to Japan - Jaczko quote that NRC's ready to assist, ops center has been up
and running

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:1

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:04 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Media Update 2

Thanks for keeping us current.
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:57 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Media Update 2
MSNBC (Place for Politics) - Running text: nuclear industry is nervously watching reactors in Japan / seawater a
desperate attempt to avoid meltdown. (Questions with Joel Achenbach, WaPo) There's a quote from Alex Marion in the
energy industry that BP didn't have a plan b, but we have plan B, C, D. Though amazing engineering goes into plants, I
would be skeptical of any statement that says it can't happen here or this is completely safe. -Are there legitimate
concerns about the safety of reactors on the West Coast? -1 think the bigger thing to worry over is plants on the east
coast, because no one expects it there.
AP
"Japan quake-tsunami death toll likely over 10,000"
-10k dead in one area alone
-at least 1.4 million households without water, 1.9 million without electricity
"Japan races to avert multiple nuclear meltdowns"
-more than 170,000 people evacuated over concerns of radiation
-possible meltdown at Daiichi Unit 3, following a blast Saturday in Unit 1 where attempts were made to prevent
meltdown by injecting seawater mixed with boron
-there could be an explosion but it wouldn't have a big effect on human health
-up to 160 people might have been exposed to radiation
-Robert Alvarez, senior scholar at Institute for Policy Studies and former senior policy advisor to the U.S.
secretary of Energy, says seawater is a desperate measure, and dousing would need to continue for days
-five reactors under states of emergency
-former commissioner Bradford says if core became exposed they're pour sand & concrete like at Chernobyl
-expert Ken Bergeron says in the event of a meltdown surrounding land would be uninhabitable for a long time
and a lot of first responders would die

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Doane, Margaret
Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:56 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Fw: OIP Most Recent Analysis

Here's what I sent to the Chairman.

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Margaret Doane
Original
----Message ----From: Doane, Margaret
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Cc: Borchardt, Bill
Sent: Sun Mar 13 10:20:11 2011
Subject: OIP Most Recent Analysis
Chairman. Since Tony is now going to be in contact with MOFA and NISA anything we say or do will be much more
important.
Japan responders have been averting possible greater and greater disasters by various extreme measures. If we
interfere at all and some decision making is affected and something happens to change this course, the consequences
are enormous.
History will judge whether they made all the right decisions, but at this time they have been routinely facing very dire
circumstances and bringing them under some level of better control. They have demonstrated they have abundant
technical expertise. We would be wise to let this guide any public statements.
It's complicated, but as far as I can tell they have no legal obligation to notify the US or other countries with specific info.
until there is risk of transboundary movement. (DOS would have the final legal call on this). The technical staff has said
at this time this clearly remains a Japanese and not a transboundary issue. In other words, the Japanese are inviting us
to talk at this technical level, they have no obligation to do so. Again anything we do or say publicly should keep this in
mind.
Finally our long-standing cooperation with the Japanese regulators would tell us that it would be far better to have only
the NRC reps talk with NISA (not DOE and DOS), and only for "disaster relief" liaison activities since there are
international teams on the ground; and not for giving any technical "assistance," since at this time there isn't strong
basis for technical help and we don't want to interfere or distract them. It would also be the best way culturally to
approach the issue.
Call if you'd like to discuss. I'm at home.[

(b)(6)

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Margaret Doane
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal) <Lisa.Myers@nbcuni.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:54 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re:

That's fine but would like to get because it makes impt points and you all aren't doing interviews.
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal)
Sent: Sun Mar 13 10:49:34 2011
Subject: RE:
It was just a summary of points from our press releases, distilled into an email. There's nothing special about it.

Original
----Message---From: Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Lisa.Myers@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:35 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject:
Eliot,
Assume still no interviews today. May we please get a copy of the memo that went to the Hill reassuring that our
reactors can withstand these kind of disasters? Politico is quoting from it and would like to include in Today spot.
Lisa

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:41 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Update 1

The Place for Politics (MSNBC) -Why have there been so many earthquakes lately? How did the Japanese preparation
help? (Don Prothero, author of "Catastrophes" responds) They've been as effective as they could have been. There isn't
much you can do to prepare against the size of an earthquake or tsunami Sendai experienced. Running text: Police:
Death toll will top 10,000 / Japan PM: Worst crisis since WWII / Scariest Quake to Come?
Wake Up With Al - Running text: Death toll tops 1,000 / 100,000 soldiers help with recovery / Possible meltdown of
nuclear plants /Two reactors at one plant continuing to have cooling problems / Flights in Japan canceled / Police
estimate 10,000 killed in Miyagi / Millions without drinking water / Tsunami waves reached as far as 6 mi inland
FOX - Running text: Japan racing to avert "multiple" nuclear meltdowns / Japan is world's third largest nuclear energy
producer / Fukushima plant located appx 150 mi from Tokyo / appx 200k people have been evacuated / plans to expand
nuclear power to 40% by 2017, 50% by 2030 / strongest quake to hit Japan in 1200 years. ( Discussion with Jim Walsh,
MIT Security Studies Program) There are design differences from Chernobyl; Chernobyl didn't have a containment
vessel, where TMI did. If there is a rupture in the containment vessel, there could be a big release of radiation into
atmosphere. IAEA has reported that the containment vessels are intact. They're at the last couple of lines of defense and
running out of options, but I'm still hopeful that we can avoid the worst. We still can't rule the worst out as a possibility.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

McIntyre, David
Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:36 AM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: Request from Rosetta Virgilio, NRC Liaison
11-039 radiation monitoring.pdf

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:35 AM
To: Couret, Ivonne; McIntyre, David
Subject: Fw: Request from Rosetta Virgilio, NRC Liaison

From: LIA04 Hoc
To: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Sun Mar 13 01:09:30 2011
Subject: FW: Request from Rosetta Virgilio, NRC Liaison
See attached
From: DOH HAN Alert [mailto:HANALERT@doh.wa.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:36 PM
To: LIA04 Hoc
Cc: Duty Officer (EMD)
Subject: RE: Request from Rosetta Virgilio, NRC Liaison
All,
Please find attached today's press release concerning DOHs radiation monitoring.
DOH Duty Officer

From: LIA04 Hoc [mailto:LIA04.Hoc@nrc.gov]
Sent: Sat 3/12/2011 8:33 PM
To: DOH HAN Alert; DutyOfficer@doh.wa.gov
Cc: Turtil, Richard
Subject: Request from Rosetta Virgilio, NRC Liaison
Dan/Dan - This is in follow up to our telecon asking for State of Washington points of contact to whom NRC can refer
members of the public who are asking about Washington State's response to the Japanese event
Rosetta 0. Virgilio
NRC State Liaison Team
301-816-5100
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,,*,Health News Release
For immediate release: March 12, 2011

(11-039)

Contacts:

360-236-4072
360-236-4077

Gordon MacCracken, Communications Office
Tim Church, Communications Office

Nuclear event in Japan poses no health risk in Washington; state monitoring
OLYMPIA -- The state Department of Health is conducting ongoing air monitoring for
radiation to see if the nuclear plant incident in Japan has affected radiation levels in Washington.
There have been no elevated readings.
The agency's Radiation Protection staff expects no public health risk in Washington, and the
monitoring is precautionary. If the situation changes in Washington, the Department of Health
will inform the public.
State health officials are monitoring the events in Japan, and are in contact with the federal
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and Environmental Protection Agency. An explosion took
place at the Japan reactor site Saturday.
The nuclear plant incident in the wake of the earthquake in Japan has raised concerns among
some people in Washington about windblown radiation coming to our state. Air sample readings
in our state remain normal. The Department of Health Radiation Protection Program doesn't
expect any change in environmental measurements taken in Washington.
Even in the event of a significant release from the reactor, radiation would be diluted before
reaching our state and levels would be so low no protective action would be necessary. The state
health department will continue its monitoring work as the situation in Japan develops and
changes.

Visit the Washington Department of Health website at http://www.doh.wa.gov for a healthy dose ofinjbrmation.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:42 AM
JEREMY VAN LOON, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:
RE: Bloomberg -- Jeremy van Loon -- SMR

That's fine. Thank you very much for checking with us.
Original
----Message ----From: JEREMY VAN LOON, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: [mailto:jvanloon@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:39 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Bloomberg - Jeremy van Loon -- SMR
yeah - basically he made very diplomatic comments about preparing for applications and reviewing the process. i'll make
sure to mention his comments were weeks before the accident and that NRC didn't have anything to add following the
accident. Would that work? I have to show that I've been in touch with everyone I've interviewed for the story.
---- Original Message ---From: Eliot Brenner <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: JEREMY VAN LOON (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
At: 3/13 7:29:34
I forget what the hell he said ... something about anticipating applications, etc> if so, you might note that the comments
were weeks before the Japan incident and government officials (not NRC because for the moment I want to keep us out
of the fray) said it was premature to speculate on the impact the Japan incident would have on the nuclear industry
going forward.
Original
----Message---From: JEREMY VAN LOON, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: [mailto:jvanloon@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Bloomberg -- Jeremy van Loon -- SMR
Thanks. I suspected as much. So there's no problem going with the chairman's comments from our interview a few
weeks ago (as they pertain to SMRs)?
Original
----Message ----From: Eliot Brenner <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: JEREMY VAN LOON (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
At: 3/13 7:13:41
Off the record ... Way way way premature to talk about impact on any aspect of the nuclear business.
---- Original Message---From: JEREMY VAN LOON, BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: [mailto:jvanloon@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:07 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Bloomberg -- Jeremy van Loon -- SMR

s1

Hi Eliot - I'm guessing you've been inundated by calls over the past couple of days, including some from my colleagues.
I'm having to recast my story in light of the situation in Japan and wanted to ask the obvious question about whether the
accident there will have any impact on policy toward SMRs. I realize it's still very early days, but have to ask the
question. Many thanks, Jeremy van Loon
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Ahlers, Mike <Mike.Ahlers@turner.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 8:51 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: minor technical point

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thanks. I will forward.
Sent from my iPhone
On Mar 13, 2011, at 8:49 AM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(dynrc.aov> wrote:
You guys have a piece of film running from time to time of a guy explaining the
operations of a reactor. For accuracy's sake, the diagram behind the guy is a
pressurized water reactor, not a boiling water reactor. We have a simple animation
available at:

http://www.nrc.pov/reactors/bwrs.html

ý/

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:37 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Blogs

I new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Channel 6 News >'U.S. govemment deploys two nuclear experts to Japan
By BNO News
The deployment comes hours after the NRC had spoken with the agency's counterpart in Japan, offering the assistance of U.S.
technical experts. They both have extensive background in boiling-water reactors.
Channel 6 News - http:/!channel6newsonline.com!

Tip: Use site restrict in your query to search within a site (site:nytimes.com or site:.edu). Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:23 AM
'Ahlers, Mike'
RE: interview subject

I am working under the shadow of the white house at the moment. If I can spring Jaczko, I will give you a
heads up..
I'm headed in in a few minutes.
eliot
From: Ahlers, Mike [mailto:Mike.Ahlers@turner.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:15 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: interview subject

Can't we get the current chairmen?
Sent from my iPhone
On Mar 12, 2011, at 10:04 PM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(Mnrc.gov> wrote:
Mike: when CNN has Bill Nye the Science Guy and a weatherman explaining reactors,
perhaps its time to try a little higher up the food chain! While the USG is at least
temporarily laying low, may I suggest former chairman Nils Diaz,
nils.diazand2.roup.comr
(b(6)
He's on the move on business but you can
probably track him down.

Eliot

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:56 AM
Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
RE: Tomorrow's schedule

Sounds good
From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 3:48 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Subject: Tomorrow's schedule
Eliot,
Since I am still here at the Ops Center, and it appears there will be a host of folks here early in the day, I do not
plan to come in until around 7 pm to help Holly out who may be the only one here at that time. If that doesn't
work, please let me know.
Beth

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:51 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

I new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Web

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission offers to help Japan I The ...
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission officials have spoken with the agency's counterpart in Japan, offering assistance if invited.
www.app.corn/... /U-S-Nucleal-Regzuhatoiy-Comrnission-offers-...

Tip: Use quotes ("like this") around a set of words in your query to match them exactly. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayden, Elizabeth
Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:39 AM
Jaczko, Gregory
Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
FW: Take 3 DOE Statement Proposed edits

Our press release to be sent shortly.
From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 1:26 AM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Cc: Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Take 2 DOE Statement Proposed edits

(b)(5)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayden, Elizabeth
Sunday, March 13, 20111 :03 AM
Jaczko, Gregory
Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
DOE Statement Proposed edits

Chairman,
These might be suggested edits of DOE's statement. We will forward you a proposed NRC press release
shortly.
Beth

(b)(5)

e3l

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:32 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - jaczko

I new result for jaczko

News

House energy chairman vows quick inquiry into Japan nuke plant damage
The Hill (blog)
Upton - who is planning legislation to help spur construction of new US reactors - said Saturday night that the conunittee's planned
March 16 hearing with Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Gregory Jaczko will focus on the Japanese crisis.
See all stories on this topic >>

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. <
(b)(6)
1>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:18 AM
'Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.; Vietor, Tommy; Stevens, Clark;
Harrington, Holly; 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov'; Smith, Sean; Brenner, Eliot;
'hammerma@state.gov'; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov'; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov';
'jeff.karonis@dhs.gov'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn;
'Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov'; 'Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov'; Reynolds, Tom;
'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov'; Zichal, Heather R.
Re: Proposed statement

I like this and think likely we will do something like this. On phone with brennan now and will be back in touch later
tonight and/or tomorrow morning
---- Original Message ----From: Leistikow, Dan <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>
To: Jensen, Robert R.; Vietor, Tommy; Stevens, Clark; 'HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV'
<HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov'
<Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov' <eliot.brenner@nrc.gov>;
'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; 'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov' <matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>;
'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV' <JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV>; Rhodes,
Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller, Stephanie <Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; LaVera, Damien
<Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom; 'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>; Zichal,
Heather R.
Sent: Sat Mar 12 23:05:10 2011
Subject: Proposed statement

(b)(5)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mitlyng, Viktoria
Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:20 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: upcoming week

Eliot,
If you need an extra hand at HQ, consider me on standby.
Vika
(Sent from my Blackberry)

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Burnell, Scott; Harrington, Holly; McIntyre, David; Couret, Ivonne; Shannon, Valerie; Janbergs,
Holly; Akstulewicz, Brenda; Screnci, Diane; Sheehan, Neil; Chandrathil, Prema; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Hannah, Roger; Ledford,
Joey; Dricks, Victor; Uselding, Lara
Sent: Sun Mar 13 19:02:13 2011
Subject: upcoming week
OPA Staffers:
It has been a very hectic weekend and a good test of our crisis communication planning. Thank you to the
headquarter's folks who sacrificed their weekends (and their sleep) to come in. And thank you to the regional
folks who fielded a number of calls about our response and the impact of the Japanese situation on our plants.
Some things worked very well - the blog was a great way to get information out besides our standard press
releases and NSIR released access to YouTube and Twitter by mid-day Sunday so we could do more
monitoring of what information was "in the public domain."
Please take the time Monday morning to review all the press releases that went out and the blog posts as well.
Please use these to guide any media responses you provide. While we know more than what these say, we're
sticking to this story for now.
Stay tuned as the week unfolds. We anticipate staffing the Op Center on a 24-hour basis at least through
Wednesday. Neil will be helping us out in that regard, and we may need to ask for further regional assistance if
we need to continue the full-court-press through next weekend.
The chairman has a hearing on the hill on Wednesday morning, which will occur a lot of my time and may be
the place where we really push out our message.
We expect fall-out over this to continue for a time along the lines of:
Can this happen in the U.S. and what is the NRC doing about it? This is a marathon not a 50-yard dash. While
I am expecting us to need full staffing for a while and may ask that you put off non-essential time off, we also
need to conserve our energy. So be sure to take time when you need it.
Thank you all for your help!

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 11:25 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: NRC update

Yikes. Just saw this. Can we get on mon

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Meserve, Jeanne <Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com>; Myers, Lisa (NBCUniversal) <Lisa.Myers@nbcuni.com>; Stark,
Lisa; Wald, Matthew <mattwald@nytimes.com>; matt daly (mdaly@ap.org) <mdaly@ap.org>; Bob Orr
<boc@cbsnews.com>
Sent: Sun Mar 13 16:12:14 2011
Subject: NRC update
Sorry, been a tad busy here. B-roll, without sound, available for pickup by calling my office 301-415-8200 .... we
have a half dozen as a small cassette of some variety in hi-def, and a half dozen CDs in 720 format. Let them
know which it is you need. I think you will have to send someone to our back gate on marinelli street in
Rockville and call so someone can run a copy down to you. Our front lobby entry points are not manned today.
Meantime, we are updating our latest press release to encourage Americans in japan to follow the guidance of
Japanese authorities when it comes to protective measures in affected areas.
Eliot
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kanneth, Poison <Polson.Kanneth@abc.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 10:02 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: ABC News

Hey Eliot,
Just wanted to re-visit our request. Hope all is well on your end.
-Poison
---- Original Message ----From: Kanneth, Poison
To: 'Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov' <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 18:08:41 2011
Subject: Re: ABC News
Please do and thank you
---- Original Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Kanneth, Poison
Sent: Sat Mar 12 17:08:01 2011
Subject: RE: ABC News
Yeah....just need to let the dust settle a little. I think it would be a longshot, but I will raise it with the powers that be.
---- Original Message ----From: Kanneth, Poison [mailto:Polson.Kanneth@abc.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:52 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: ABC News
Completely understand.
Can we revisit over the next few days?
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Kanneth, Poison
Sent: Sat Mar 12 16:51:24 2011
Subject: RE: ABC News
I can't make them available now, sorry. But I will keep you in mind.
Original
----Message ----From: Kanneth, Poison [mailto:Polson.Kanneth@abc.coml
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:46 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: ABC News

Good Afternoon Eliot,
My name is Poison Kanneth and I'm Diane Sawyer's Producer at ABC News.
I saw that two NRC Officials were on the USAID flight this morning.
Diane is en route to Japan and I wanted to see if the two officials would be available to talk to her on the groundin
Japan?
I know you're busy but would love to talk when you have a moment.
-Poison
Poison Kanneth
ABC World News with Diane Sawyer
http://abcnews.com/WorldNews
Direct: 202-222-6497
(b)(6)
Mobile: I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:59 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Blogs

1 new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

The Health Effects Of Radiation Exposure
By The Huffington Post News Editors
NewYorkPost NUCLEAR UPDATE 'U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION SEES NO RADIATION AT HARMFUL
LEVELS REACHING U.S.'.., developing. 58 minutes ago from web. foxl3now U.S. nuclear agency says U.S. won't feel radiation
from Japan:...
The Huffinwton Post ýFull News Feed - http:/iwww.tiffingtonpost.con/thenewswire/

Tip: Use quotes ("like this") around a set of words in your query to match them exactly. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
ManaQe your alerts.
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From:

Barbieri, Rich <Rich.Barbieri@turner.com>

Sent:
To:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 9:16 PM
Brenner, Eliot

Subject:

Re: re your request for a markey response

Thank you.

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Barbieri, Rich
Sent: Sun Mar 13 21:15:42 2011
Subject: re your request for a markey response
Sorry, our email has been having trouble.
No direct response to the congressman, but I offer you this material attributable to an NRC spokesman:
NRC's rigorous safety regulations ensure that U.S. nuclear facilities are designed to withstand tsunamis,
earthquakes and other hazards. In addition to those plants in recognized earthquake zones, the NRC has been
working with several agencies to assess recent seismic research for the central and eastern part of the country.
That work continues to indicate U.S. plants will remain safe.
Eliot Brenner
Director, NRC Public Affairs
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From:

Uselding, Lara

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:28 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: upcoming week

Yes sir, thanks for this update. I am available to help offer backup support, ie fielding calls. III be traveling down to Victoria
on Tuesday and returning Friday to support ASLB oral argument. However, I've been taking calls and responding as they
come so if you want to include me in rotation, am glad to do it. Perhaps we can rotate duty throlu field OPAs with
approved messaging to use.
Lara
Lara Uselding
NRC Region 4 Public Affairs
I
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From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Burnell, Scott; Harrington, Holly; McIntyre, David; Couret, Ivonne; Shannon, Valerie; Janbergs,
Holly; Akstulewicz, Brenda; Screnci, Diane; Sheehan, Neil; Chandrathil, Prema; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Hannah, Roger; Ledford,
Joey; Dricks, Victor; Uselding, Lara
Sent: Sun Mar 13 19:02:13 2011
Subject: upcoming week

OPA Staffers:
It has been a very hectic weekend and a good test of our crisis communication planning. Thank you to the
headquarter's folks who sacrificed their weekends (and their sleep) to come in. And thank you to the regional
folks who fielded a number of calls about our response and the impact of the Japanese situation on our plants.
Some things worked very well - the blog was a great way to get information out besides our standard press
releases and NSIR released access to YouTube and Twitter by mid-day Sunday so we could do more
monitoring of what information was "in the public domain."
Please take the time Monday morning to review all the press releases that went out and the blog posts as well.
Please use these to guide any media responses you provide. While we know more than what these say, we're
sticking to this story for now.
Stay tuned as the week unfolds. We anticipate staffing the Op Center on a 24-hour basis at least through
Wednesday. Neil will be helping us out in that regard, and we may need to ask for further regional assistance if
we need to continue the full-court-press through next weekend.
The chairman has a hearing on the hill on Wednesday morning, which will occur a lot of my time and may be
the place where we really push out our message.
We expect fall-out over this to continue for a time along the lines of:
Can this happen in the U.S. and what is the NRC doing about it? This is a marathon not a 50-yard dash. While
I am expecting us to need full staffing for a while and may ask that you put off non-essential time off, we also
need to conserve our energy. So be sure to take time when you need it.
Thank you all for your help!

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Thomas, Ann
Sunday, March 13, 2011 6:45 PM
Ash, Darren; Bailey, Kenneth; Baker, Pamela; Barkley, Richard; Bellosi, Susan; Bladey,
Cindy; Boyce, Thomas (OIS); Brenner, Eliot; Cohen, Miriam; Coleman, Judy; Corley,
Cherrie; Deavers, Ron; Davis, Kristin; Dricks, Victor; EIlmers, Glenn; Etheridge, Peggy;
Goldberg, Francine; Greene, Kathryn; Hayden, Elizabeth; Hays, Myra; Holt, BJ; Humerick,
David; Kelley, Corenthis; Landau, Mindy; Loyd, Susan; Mamish, Nader; Muessle, Mary;
Olive, Karen; Poole, Brooke; Powell, Amy; Rakovan, Lance; Rihm, Roger;, Rothschild, Trip;
Schaeffer, James; Schmidt, Rebecca; Schneider, Linda; Sotiropoulos, Dina; Stewart,
Sharon; Tracy, Glenn; Trent, Glenn; Walker, Tracy; Williams, Barbara
Reporter Heads and Leads
March 16 ReporterHeads and Leads.docx

Good morning,
Attached for your review are the proposed heads and leads for this week's NRC Reporter. As always your
comments are most welcome.
Ann Thomas

March 16 Reporter
Women's History Month
The observance of Women's History Month continues. More.
Agency Responds to Japanese Earthquake
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has been responding to the Japanese earthquake as part
of United States government's response to the disaster. More.
NRC Blog Keeps Public Informed
The NRC Blog has been keeping the public informed about the aftermath of the Japanese
earthquake. More.
RIC Gets Rave Reviews
This year's Regulatory Information Conference drew rave reviews as the best and the best
attended yet. More.
Commission Approves Vermont Yankee Renewal
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will renew the Vermont Yankee Operating License for an
additional 20 y ears. More.
Commissioner Ostendorff Speaks to Lawyers' Group
Commissioner William Ostendorff recently addressed a meeting of the Nuclear Energy Institute
Lawyers Committee. More.
IRRS Report Available
The final report Integrated Regulatory Review Service report is now available. More.
Staff To Host Meeting on Crystal River
The NRC staff will host a meeting next week to discuss the restart of the Crystal River plant.
More.
This Is Sunshine Week
This is Sunshine Week, part of a national initiative to promote discussion on the importance of
open government and freedom of information. More.
Engineers Visit Schools
As part of the observance of National Engineers Week, three Headquarters staff members
visited a local middle school. More.
Board Hearing Oral Argument on Victoria County ESP
An Atomic Safety and Licensing Board is hearing oral argument today and tomorrow relating to
the Victoria County Station Early Site Permit. More.
NRO Celebrates ESBWR Milestones at RIC
The Office of New Reactors held a small ceremony at the Regulatory Information Conference to
issue the Final Safety Evaluation Report and Final Design Approval for the GE-Hitachi
Economic simplified boiling-water reactor. More.
Public Service Partnership Holding Video Contest
Here's your chance to spotlight public service workers. More.

ASLB Offers Hearing Opportunity on Uranium Facility Application
An Atomic Safety and Licensing Board is offering interested governmental agencies an
opportunity to participate in the agency's mandatory hearing on the environmental review of an
application to construct and operate a uranium enrichment facility in Idaho. More.
BIG Winners Announced
The NRC Chapter of Blacks In Government has announced the winners of its Spring Renewal
Raffle. More.
HR Operations and Policy Holds Annual Oscar Event
The Office of Human Resources Operations and Policy staff recently held its annual "Oscar"
event. More.
FSME Honors Employee of the Quarter, Other
Sophie Holiday of the Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements recently was honored
as Employee of the Quarter for the Office of Federal and State Material and Environmental
Management Programs. More.
Toastmasters Meet Tomorrow
The NRC Toastmasters Club will meet from noon to 1 p.m. tomorrow. More.
EWRA Sells Merchandise at RIC
In response to popular request, the Employees Welfare and Recreation Association this year for
the first time offered merchandise for sale at the Regulatory Information Conference. More.
TIPS: When you prepare for disaster, are you thinking of the entire family? More.
It's Time To Meet: Brian Anderson of the Office of New Reactors. More.
What's Coming Up: Your link to events this week, this month, this year, and more.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Uselding, Lara
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:21 PM
Brenner, Eliot
FYI only- ABC 7 San Francisco

Hi-this is just an FYI, no action needed.
I just took a call from news desk requesting interview IFwe are the agency testing air quality here in the US. I asked a
few questions and upon further discussion it appears the California Dept of Health might be doing this in California but
she didn't have more details and was trying to track down info. I explained our agency role and current posture.
For our purposes, its a little late to run by our branch but I can check w Michael. Just wanting to share. I can run it down
tomorrow.
Lara
Lara Uselding
NRC Region 4 Public Affairs
(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:18 PM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: [SocialMedia] FW: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident
Here
ATT00001..txt

CouldHappen

FYI
From: socialmedia-bounces@list.ans.org [mailto:socialmedia-bounces@list.ans.org] On Behalf Of Jepson, Margie
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:54 PM
To: Social Media; Social Media
Subject: RE: [SocialMedia] FW: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident CouldHappen Here

Marv Fertel, NEO President and CEO, will be on Meet the Press in the morning.
Margie
Margie P. Jepson, MBA
External Communications Manager
Entergy Nuclear
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213
W 601-368-5460

C
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mieDson•.enterpy.com

From: socialmedia-bounces@list.ans.org on behalf of Rod Adams
Sent: Sat 3/12/2011 7:16 PM
To: Social Media
Subject: Re: [SocialMedia] FW: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident CouldHappen Here
I know you both. I would much rather see you than to watch Dr. Ed Lyman on the Rachel Madow Show.
On Mar 12, 2011, at 7:24 PM, Meredith Angwin wrote:
> Margaret

> I agree! Do the TV interviews!
> A visible woman is ....VISIBLE! We can't decide to not go on TV because we are not beautiful enough or something.
> This is a problem for me, you understand. I HATE how I look. I can barely stand to look at video clips with me in them. (Okay. I'm
neurotic.) However, I have decided to get OVER it and be on camera when I need to be.
> I figure I haven't ever heard of a captain-of-industry type deciding not to give a press conference because he thinks he doesn't look
good enough.
> Best,
> Meredith

> On Mar 12, 2011, at 7:09 PM, Suzanne Hobbs wrote:
>> That is great news Margaret! I hope you will do the tv interviews

/)

>> Suzy
>> On Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at 6:37 PM, Margaret Harding <m2harding@gmail.com> wrote:
>> Fear not folks, Efforts are on going to ensure that we get out there with the right information.

>> I have been contacted by:

>> NYTimes - Thanks Matt:)
>> LATimes
>> Washington Post - they seem to be anxious to correct previous errors

>> Believe it or not: I've also been asked to provide background and possible on camera interviews for NBC (Robert Bazell), The
Weather Channel (1 have no idea what that's about - they tweeted early today), and my hometown NBC affiliate.

>> Those who know me know that I'm NOT shy, but I'm not a camera fan. My language can be ...colorful?... and I don't need the extra
10 pounds, so I haven't agreed to anything on camera.

>> I do NOT think it would be wise to attack the other guys right now. It makes us look like idiots to say "our disaster isn't that bad,
the OTHER guys would have been WAY worse". The best thing we can do is to keep it factual and in perspective. Unfortunately, the
anti's get to spout nonsense and speculate as to what "could have happened", we must shoot straight and aim true.

>> Margaret Harding
>> 4 Factor Consulting, LLC
>> P: 910.803.1390
>>

(b)(6)

>> E: Margaret@4factorconsulting.com
>> W: www.4factorconsulting.com

>>
>>
>>
>>
>>

From: socialmedia-bounces@list.ans.org [mailto:socialmedia-bounces(-list.ans.org] On Behalf Of Jeff Madison
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:52 PM
To: Suzanne Hobbs
Cc: Social Media
Subject: Re: Re: [SocialMedia] FW: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident Could Happen Here

>> Thanks but you've defined it in a much more succinct manner. I think what we're really talking about here falls under the normal
guidelines of Crisis Communication Management. While this is not an American or Canadian problem it is a serious issue for the
global Nuclear Community. I'm going out on a limb here but I'd tend to believe that this should fall under the NEI's charter. Whether
they've strictly recognized and are treating it as such I do not know.

>> Strictly my .02 but I'd think for something like this a Professional Media/Press/Communications group with expertise in Crisis
Communication should be brought in to help manage the efforts and message put forth. To do otherwise leaves a vacuum in the
communications sphere that the Anti's & Uninformed Congresspersons will be more than happy to fill with their particular brand of
vitriol.
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>> jeff madison
>> 888.331.9176 - toll free
>> 504,208.4584 - direct
>> 508A84.0550 - fax
>> linkedin.com/in/thejeffrnadison
>> Join Cool Hand Nuke on Linkedln at bit.ly/CoolHandNukeLinkedIN

>> The information in this transmission is privileged and confidential, and it is intended only for the recipient(s) listed above. If you
are not the intended recipient, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message and any attachments
without retaining a copy. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution of
this message, or the taking of any action based upon it, is strictly prohibited. Thank you.

>> On Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at 4:41 PM, Suzanne Hobbs

wrote:

(b)(6)

>>

>> Thanks Jeff,

>> That sounds something like the needed PR strategy I was just wondering about.

>> Suzy

>> On Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at 5:20 PM, Jeff Madison <jeff.madison@coolhandnuke.comn> wrote:
>> Precisely. IMHO, The opportunity here is to seize the conversation on 2 fronts.

>> 1) Focus on the Successes of the Japanese efforts, especially in light of the conditions & elements which they've been confronted.

>> 2) Bring the Safety & Reliability Conversation to bear on LNG, Solar, Wind, Coal, etc using the "IF'"they had to deal with
scenario.

>> I have absolutely NO desire to be anywhere near an LNG facility before, during or shortly after an 8.9 & a Tsunami .....

>> jeff madison
>> 888.331.9176 - toll free
>> 504.208.4584 - direct
>> 508.484.0550 - fax
>> linkedin.com/in/thejeffinadison
>> Join Cool Hand Nuke on LinkedIn at bit.ly/CoolHandNukeLinkedlN

>> The information in this transmission is privileged and confidential, and it is intended only for the recipient(s) listed above. If you
are not the intended recipient, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message and any attachments
without retaining a copy. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution of
this message, or the taking of any action based upon it, is strictly prohibited. Thank you.

>> On Sat, Mar 12,2011 at 4:12 PM, Robert S. Margolis

<1

(b)(6)
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wrote:

>> Well, if Cong Markey is so gung ho to reanalyze nuclear plants, does that mean we should shut down the LNG facilities in Everett
until they can be reanalyzed? I have a feeling the Congressman would be more reasonable in that case (especially since the facilities
and jobs are in his district). ;-)
>> Regards,
>> Robert

>>
>>
>>
>>
>>

---- Original Message ----From=
(b)(6)
To: Social Media
Sent: Sat, Mar 12, 2011 8:52 am
Subject: Re: [SocialMedia] FW: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident Could Happen Here

»> The question is, is there something to what Markey says? There is. Most of the plants were licensed to outdated seismic data. Plus
at some plants there was some comer cutting in applying seismic rules. So it's not a frivolous question.
>> On Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at 1:16 PM, Dan Yurman <djysrv@gmail.com> wrote:
>> Markey continues to exploit Japanese tragedy

>>
>>
>>
»>

(b)(6)
From: Eben Burnham-Snyder [mailtol
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:15 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident Could Happen Here

>> FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
>'> Contact: Eben Burnham-Snyder, Rep. Ed Markey, 202-494-4486
2> Giselle Barry, Rep. Ed Markey, 202-510-3240

»> Markey Warns that Japan Nuclear Accident Could Happen Here

»> Congressman Recommends Actions to Prevent Similar Event in America

»> WASHINGTON (March 12, 2011) -- Representative Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), the top Democrat on the House Natural
Resources Committee and a senior Democratic member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, today warned that a nuclear
accident such as the one currently unfolding in Japan could easily take place in the United States.

»> "1 am shocked by the devastation that has already been caused by the earthquake and tsunami in Japan. It is heart-breaking to see
the destruction that has already taken place, and to hear of so many people being killed or injured," said Rep. Markey. "As a result of
this disaster, the world is now facing the looming threat of a possible nuclear meltdown at one of the damaged Japanese nuclear
reactors. I hope and pray that Japanese experts can successfully bring these reactors under control and avert a Chemobyl-style disaster
that could release large amounts of radioactive materials into the environment."

> "I am alsostruck by the fact that the tragic events now unfolding in Japan could very easily occur in the United States. What is
happening in Japan right now shows that a severe accident at a nuclear power plant can happen here," said Rep. Markey.

2> Rep. Markey, who has served for 36 years on the House committees that have oversight over the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
4

(NRC) and the nuclear power industry, today called for several specific policies that the Obama administration and the NRC need to
consider putting in place in light of the current Japanese nuclear reactor crisis:

>> -- Imposing a moratorium on siting new nuclear reactors in seismically active areas until the completion of a top-to-bottom review
of seismic and tsunami reactor design resiliency, emergency response and evacuation plans.

>> -- Requiring operating reactors located in seismically active zones to be retrofitted with stronger containment and more resilient
safety systems.

>> -- Requiring more realistic emergency response and evacuation procedures in the event of a nuclear disaster., such as the one in
Japan, in which the nuclear disaster is not the sole crisis unfolding and emergency responders are needed in many other places.

>> -- Requiring a top-to-bottom review of whether design flaws in impacted Japanese reactors -- at least one design is utilized in 23
reactors in the United States -- contributed to problems preventing the safe shut-in of the reactors in the aftermath of the earthquake.
The Fukushima Daiichi is a General Electric Boiling Water Reactor with Mark containment, the same type as 23 reactors in the United
States.

>> --Requiring a comprehensive review of whether backup power and reactor coolant systems are adequate to deal with long power
outages associated with earthquakes, acts of terrorism or other major disasters.

>> --Requiring a review of the U.S. Department of Energy's loan guarantee to program evaluate whether the current "risk premium"
assessed for pending loan guarantees for nuclear power plants needs to be adjusted to more fully account for the financial risks of a
nuclear accident in the aftermath of the Japanese nuclear reactor crisis and the likely financial market response to that crisis, and
ensuring that DOE does not award even conditional loan guarantees for construction of nuclear reactors whose designs have been
determined to be seismically safe.

>> --Reversing a decision made by the Bush administration decision to ignore a 2002 law, authored by Rep. Markey, requiring the
distribution of potassium iodide to residents living within 20 miles of nuclear power plants. Potassium iodide is a safe, effective and
inexpensive means of protecting against the cancer-causing effects of radioactive iodine, which has already been detected around one
of the impacted Japanese reactors.

>> -- Suspending the NRC's pending approval of the design for the AP 1000, a new nuclear reactor design. One of NRC's most senior
staff warned that the containment structure for this reactor design would not be able to withstand a strong earthquake and it was so
brittle it could "shatter like a glass cup" under sufficient stress. That revelation led Rep. Markey to send a letter to the NRC urging the
resolution of the safety concerns just days before the Japanese earthquake. That letter can be found HERE.

>> "The unfolding disaster in Japan must produce a seismic shift in how we address nuclear safety here in America," said Rep.
Markey.
>> #-##

>> SocialMedia mailing list
>> SocialMedia@list.ans.org

>> SocialMedia mailing list
>> SocialMedia@list.ans.org
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>> SocialMedia mailing list
>> SocialMedia@list.ans.org

>> SocialMedia mailing list
>> SocialMedia@list.ans.org

»> www.popatomic.org
»> PopAtomic Studios
>> 770.331.1672

»> SocialMedia mailing list
»> SocialMedia@list.ans.org

>> www.popatomic.org
»> PopAtomic Studios
»> 770.331.1672
»> SocialMedia mailing list
»> SocialMedia@list.ans.org
> Meredith Angwin
> http://www.energyeai.ore/

> http://yesvv.blogspot.com/

> SocialMedia mailing list

ý- SocialMedia@list.ans.org

SocialMedia mailing list
SocialMedia@list.ans.org
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SocialMedia mailing list
SocialMedia@list.ans.org
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subjectz

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:14 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - DOE nuclear loan guarantees

News

1 new result for DOE nuclear loan guarantees

Japan Nuclear Crisis Could Cause Reassessment in U.S.
Wall Street Journal
The Department of Energy has approved just one project, in Georgia, for its loan guarantees. Nuclear power continues to expand
abroad however, with dozens of new power plants planned in China, India and Europe. And even skeptics of nuclear power in the...
See all stories on this topic ))

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Mana-le your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Daly, Matthew <MDaly@ap.org>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:44 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Fw:japan question

Hi Eliot
Wondering if NRC has comment on any of these developments.
I have relse from today on experts going to Japan.
Thanks.
Matthew

----Original Message ----From: Lester, Will
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 09:35 PM
To: Kuhnhenn, Jim; Sidoti, Liz; Daly, Matthew; Apuzzo, Matt
Cc: Lester, Will (WLester@ap.org) <WLester@ap.org>
Subject: japan question
Folks:
We have multiple news alerts out of Tokyo on their continuing struggles with nuclear plants.
Any comments from a white house spokesman or comment from Obama on this topic? Any comment from NRC?
Here are a couple of them.
¶ TOKYO (AP) _ Japan's top govt spokesman says partial meltdown likely under way at second reactor.
¶ TOKYO (AP) _Japan's top govt spokesman says fuels rods were briefly exposed at second reactor.
¶ TOKYO (AP) _ Japan's top government spokesman says a partial meltdown is likely under way at second reactor
affected by Friday's massive earthquake.
¶ Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said Sunday that radiation at the nuclear power plant in Fukushima briefly rose
above legal limits, but it has since declined significantly.
¶1 Three reactors at the plant lost their cooling functions in the aftermath of quake and tsunami because of a power
outage.
¶ Some 170,000 people have been ordered to evacuate the area within 12 miles (20 kilometers) of the plant.
¶ The plant is 170 miles (270 kilometers) north of Tokyo.
will

-----Original Message---From: Lester, Will
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:02 PM
To: Kuhnhenn, Jim
Cc: Lester, Will (WLester@ap.org)
Subject: RE: A choice on Sebelius
16

Great, thanks. We'll sub.
Want a byline?
Original
----- Message ----From: Kuhnhenn, Jim
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:57 PM
To: Lester, Will; Caldwell, Alicia
Subject: A choice on Sebelius
Sebelius on Daniels: "We're both midwestern governors, we've both been cabinet secretaries, and neither of us is going
to be president in 2012."
-----------------------

Jim Kuhnhenn
Washington Bureau
The Associated Press

202-641-9465 (o)
(b)(6)

c)

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named above. If
the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1898 and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IP USDISCI
msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From:
Sent:
To:

Ahlers, Mike <Mike.Ahlers@turner.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:43 PM
Brenner, Eliot

Subject:

Re: interview subject

I'm forwarding this to our guest bookers now.
Mike Ahlers
Mobile:

(b)(6)

Sent from my BlackBerry

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Ahlers, Mike
Sent: Sat Mar 12 22:04:23 2011
Subject: interview subject
Mike: when CNN has Bill Nye the Science Guy and a weatherman explaining reactors, perhaps its time to try a
little higher up the food chain! While the USG is at least temporarily laying low, may I suggest former chairman
Nils Diaz, nils.diaz(.nd2qroup.con
(b)(6)
He's on the move on business but you can probably track
him down.
Eliot

1
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jaczko, Gregory
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:42 PM
I

(b)(6)

Re: public experts on nuclear

Understood. Thx
Original
----Message ----From: Reed, Richard A.
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Cc: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Sat Mar 12 22:31:28 2011
Subject: RE: public experts on nuclear

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Greg, many thanks for the note. Nick Shapiro is leading this effort.
RR
Original
----Message---From: Jaczko, Gregory [mailto:Gregory.Jaczko@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:13 PM
To: Reed, Richard A.
Subject: public experts on nuclear
Richard -- I recognize you are all very busy, so I don't want to distract you unnecessarily. [

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

Thanks,
Greg Jaczko

Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

1
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From:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:35 PM
Batkin, Joshua
RE:I
(b)(6)

Sent:
To:
Subject:

(b)(6)

Original
----- Message---From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:35 PM
To: Coggins, Angela; Schmidt, Rebecca; Brenner, Eliot
(b)(6)
Subject:1
Talk at 7, if not sooner.
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

1

"'ýU/ý //

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:30 PM
Batkin, Joshua
RE: bless you

Thanks. I was trying to tell beth and holly to represent OPA on the later call

(b)(6)

Eliot
From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:30 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: bless you
Is that you typing?
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Sat Mar 12 22:05:44 2011
Subject: RE: bless you
(b)(6)

t last I know the microphone on my hearing

(b)(6)

aid/bluetooth device works pretty well.
From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011.10:03 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: bless you

And you're not muted
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Office of Chairman Jaczko
(301) 415-1820 ph

1
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:15 PM
McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
RE: Q&As

Dave - I left a message on your cell. Call me atl

(b)(6)

and I'll bring you up to speed on events.

Still at 7 a.m. unless Eliot says otherwise.
Remember, we lose an hour, too
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:02
To: Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Subject: Re: Q&As
Where shd I report in the morning?
Just saw an incoherent discussion on cnn by Bill Nye the science guy who apparently knows zilcho about reactors and an
idiot weatherman who said Hydrogen explosion? Pfft. I'm not buying it.
David McIntyre
NRC Office of Public Affairs
(b)(6)
](mobile)
301-415-8200 (office)
Sent from my BlackBerry, which is wholly respnsble for all typoos.

From: Harrington, Holly
To: Burnell, Scott; McIntyre, David; Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Sat Mar 12 20:00:57 2011
Subject: FW: Q&As
These are good as of 8 p.m. I expect them to evolve... Scott - - these are saved to the desktop to the second
computer in the Op Center
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:58 PM
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Cc: Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Q&As
These are the current Q&As with both answers suitable for the public and additional technical information. We
expect these will continue to evolve.
Holly Harrington

1/

From:

Mitlyng, Viktoria

Sent:
To:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:47 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly

Cc:

Chandrathil, Prema

Subject:

Region 3 TNT - take 2

JAPAN QUAKE - OPA fielded inquiries from the Morris Daily Herald, Joliet News, LaSalle Tribune
and WSJM Radio (Ohio) about the situation in Japan and how likely it is to occur domestically.
We provided reporters with the NRC news release about two NRC experts going to Japan as part of
the USAID team. We told them that the US plants are built to withstand natural hazards such as
earthquakes. The NRC requires plants to be built to ensure that equipment important to safety can
withstand the most severe natural phenomenon, such as eathquakes, known in the area with an
additional margin added. Local news stories are expected to run tomorrow; WSJM expects to air a
segment tonight.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cohen, Miriam
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:44 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: tomorrow's news tonight -- read and delete

Thx, Take care.

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Cohen, Miriam
Sent: Sat Mar 12 20:05:19 2011
Subject: RE: tomorrow's news tonight -- read and delete
Jim Trapp of R1 who has real depth on BWRs and Tony Ulses of NRR.
From: Cohen, Miriam
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:51 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: tomorrow's news tonight -- read and delete
Thx for the update Eliot. Who went to Japan?

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sat Mar 12 19:22:34 2011
Subject: tomorrow's news tonight -- read and delete

Internal use only - no distribution outside NRC - no redistribution
May contain material proprietary to news agencies
WALL TO WALL TSUNAMI/EARTHQUAKE - Coverage continued unabated. Every television network (ABC,
CBS, NBC, MSNBC, CNBC, FOX, BBC, NHK and a few lesser lights) all wanted, in no particular order, the
chairman, the NRC staff headed to Japan, or any warm body at the NRC who could be identified as working for
us. No sale on all counts inasmuch as we are part of the US Government response effort. In large measure, all
of our work product is supporting the White House and, at an appropriate time, we will move out with our own
messages. In particular we worked very closely and entirely off the record today with the New York Times to
ensure their material was spot on accurate. (Thanks to Ops Center response staffers in PMT and Reactor
Safety for that help.) In addition, both nationally and regionally we heard from a variety of local print and
broadcast media. OPA staff also worked to ensure that outside groups like ANS and NEI were aware of what
our public utterances were, and we also worked with other outside parties who might be in a position to be on
television.
Outside of that a slow day in the old newsroom
Oh yes.. .we issued about 4-5 press releases today and updated the blog about a half dozen times. The blog
drew well over 2,000 views over about 24 hours.
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Jaczko, Gregory
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:41 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: expert availability

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ok. Continue to keep me posted if you mind changes about need to be talking with the press. Given this event is in
(b)(5)
japan I am ok with good coordinationj
---- Original Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sat Mar 12 20:38:45 2011
Subject: Re: expert availability
(b)(5)

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment

301 415 8200
C:J

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry
Message ---Original
----From: Jaczko, Gregory
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sat Mar 12 20:27:27 2011
Subject: expert availability
I

(b)(5)

/jýL/4/
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:04 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

Blogs

1 new result for "eliot brenner"

How Can You Help? < U.S. NRC Blog
By Moderator
organizations that are responding to humanitarian needs. In addition, the American Red Cross has established operations to receive
donations through text message. Individuals can contribute by texting "redcross" to 90999." Eliot Brenner ...
U.S. NRC Blog - http:/ipublic-blog..nrc-gateway.gov/

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manacle your alerts.
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From:

Shapiro, Nicholas S. d

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:01 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Vietor, Tommy
Batkin, Joshua
Re: NRC availability for background briefing

(b)(6)

Thanks, will let you know if we decide to go down that road

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Vietor, Tommy
Cc: Batkin, Joshua <Joshua.Batkin@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 19:59:01 2011
Subject: NRC availability for background briefing

(b)(5)

Eliot
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:I
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:36 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Vietor, Tommy
Subject: Re: looking toward tomorrow

(b)(6)

Will get back to you

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Vietor, Tommy; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Sat Mar 12 19:35:21 2011
Subject: looking toward tomorrow
Everyone is inundated with TV requests. There is one I'd like to sound you guys out on.[

(b)(5)

(b)(5)

Your thoughts?
Eliot Brenner
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Meserve, Jeanne <Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:34 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: CNN again...

Elliot, I really appreciate the help. Thanks.

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:30 PM
To: Meserve, Jeanne
Subject: RE: CNN again...
Jeanne: for your guidance only, and this is not all that helpful - 1) we see your report and a report from
something called World Nuclear News of a coolant problem at another plant south of the existing problem area.
We have nothing that would independently confirm that. The WNN report we see says the plant, which has
power from the grid, was being cooled but the circulation was lost, the coolant temperature hit the boiling point
(212F/100C) and the plant was preparing to vent to hold pressure down.
For your guidance only and not for any attribution to the NRC.. .while not good, this nowhere near as serious
an issue as with Unit 1 at the other site. That's a logical step under those circumstances. Think you probably
need to dial down the rhetoric.
2) if your reference to meltdown is to the plant that has been the focus of attention today, Fukawhatever #1,
again, no confirmation. There may be some damaged fuel, but that is speculation on our part. That's a far cry
from meltdown. And again, for your guidance only.
I checked on the B-roll and we're not in a position to provide that yet.
Eliot

From: Meserve, Jeanne [mailto:Jeanne.Meserve@turner.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:27 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: CNN again...
Elliot,
A couple of things:
CNN was told by an official in Japan that a meltdown may be underway. The Japanese ambassador just said on our air
that isn't so. Do you have any off the record guidance?
On another front:
We got your release which mentioned your operations center monitoring the situation. People here are wondering ifthere
is any chance of our getting access. (I think I know the answer to this one...)
I am in the office all evening. The number is below.
Jeanne Meserve

CNN Homeland Security Correspondent
202-898-7553 office
Follow me on twitter @JMeserveCNN
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

downhold@googlegroups.com on behalf of downhold+noreply@googlegroups.com
Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:10 PM
Digest Recipients
[DH] Digest for downhold@googlegroups.com - 25 Messages in 13 Topics

Today's Topic Summary
Group: http://groups. google.com/group/downhold/topics
*
*
"
*
*
•
*
"
*
"
*
*
*

Does the age of quick clicks nix more pix? [2 Updates]
Mike Posner [I Update]
quake-tsunami [1 Update]
really happened! [6 Updates]
newsmax [1 Update]
gail on newt [1 Update]
Naval contemplation [2 Updates]
Naval Contemplation [4 Updates]
Quake video clips.nyt [2 Updates]
opsec [2 Updates]
quake pix [1 Update]
News Alert: Japanese Official Confirms Explosion at Nuclear Plant [1 Update]
Tsunami [1 Update]

Topic: Does the age of quick clicks nix more pix?
(b)(6)

JMar 12 05:17PM -0500

A

-95NXP
Cli queries: "I have never been anywhere in the world where Japanese are
not carrying one or more still or video cams. How come Tsunami+ 36 hours 80
per cent of images seem to be the same Nippon TV clips over and over and
over and over again. If I see cans falling in a supermarket one more time I
am going to strange Mr Whipple."
best rgds to Andy Lopez
MS/M

Tom Foty

(b)(6)

Mar 12 05:29PM -0500 A

CNN has been airing lots of "i" videos.
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Topic: Mike Posner
Isabelle Hall

......
. -- -- ... ...
..
.. ..
..
...
.........
......
-

Mar 12 02:59PM -0700

(b)(6)

............
..
...................
...
.

A

Mike Posner, a great friend from our UPI days, died today after a
battle with leukemia. It is a big loss to those
of us who knew him.
Isabelle Hall

.Topic: quake-tsunami :'
"Richard C. Gross"I

•> Mar 12 02:13PM -0700 A

(b)(6)

Tom Foty's "The video is incredible."
Because the disaster struck in a First World country, where communications are best.
Richard

Topic: really happened!
(b)(6)

ar 12 11:31AM -0500

A

I don't know about anybody else, but the highlight of my day yesterday came when CNN flashed a
picture of Paris Hilton and noted she had "just tweeted her sympathies to the people of Japan."
Ron

Anthony Miller I

[Mar 12 08:33AM -0800

(b)(6)

A

Ah... Now I can die!
73
tony/mx
--- On Sat, 3/12/11,1

I wrote:

(b)(6)

From:j
(b)(6)
Subject: [DH] really happened!
To: downhold@googlegroups.com
Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011, 10:31 AM
I don't know about anybody else, but the highlight of my day yesterday came when CNN flashed a
picture of Paris Hilton and noted she had "just tweeted her sympathies to the people of Japan."
2

Ron

victor laszlo {

Mar 12 09:18AM -0800

(b)(6)

A

I am happy, Ron, to being disangeged from this business.
FrankCsongos

Jeffrey Reynolds

Mar 12 05:27PM

(b)(6)

A

yea, verily.
Jeffrey C. Reynolds

I am happy, Ron, to being disangeged from this business.
FrankCsongos

Andy Yemma ]

(b)(6)

[Mar 12 03:09PM -0500 -

This just proves that she's a much better person than that slutty Lindsey
Lohan.
AY

From: downhold@googlegroups.com [mailto:downhold@googlegroups.com] On Behalf

Ofl

(b)(6)

I

Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:31 AM
To: downhold@googlegroups.com
Subject: [DH] really happened!

I don't know about anybody else, but the highlight of my day yesterday came
when CNN flashed a picture of Paris Hilton and noted she had "just tweeted
her sympathies to the people of Japan."

3

Ron

Jeffrey Reynolds

(b)(6)

Mar 12 08:24PM A

it just proves she has a smarter flack than lohan.
Jeffrey C. Reynolds

This just proves that she's a much better person than that slutty Lindsey Lohan.AY

Topic: newsmax
(b)(6)

ar 12 02:58PM -0500

A

I just looked at Facebook -- not my favorite activity -- and found a link
to a Newsmax poll on the Wisconsin troubles. I took the poll and got the
results -- 75-25 favoring Gov. Walker and opposing the public employee unions.
Then I noticed the response to the final question -- 65 percent say they
voted for McCain-Palin in 2008, so not exactly a neutral sampling.
What intrigued me was that the Newsmax website is promoting a column by de
Borchgrave on "lawlessness rampant in Egypt." . Newsmax lists Christopher
Ruddy as "CEO and Editor in Chief, Newsmax and Moneynews."
Ah, I see wikipedia has quite a takeout on Newsmax/Ruddy as leading
conservative presence on the Internet for years and quite profitable. News to me.
I don't spend much time on Facebook so don't know if it has links to sites
of varying political hue?
73,
Marty McReynolds

Topic: gail on newt
"Dave Rosso" ý

(b)(6)

Mar 12 10:28AM -0800

A

I do love Gail Collins. But this one is special since I will be 68 this year
and her note about 67-year-olds will no longer apply.
4

Rosso-wa

March 11, 2011
Eye of the Newt
By GAIL COLLINS
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/oped/columnists/gai
lcollins/index.html?inline=nyt-per>
The presidential race is barely under way, but already we have had our first
Big Thought. I am speaking, of course, of Newt Gingrich's suggestion that he
was driven into serial adultery by hard work and patriotism.
"There's no question that at times in my life, partially driven by how
passionately I felt about this country, that I worked far too hard and that
things happened in my life that were not appropriate," he told an
interviewer on the Christian Broadcasting Network.
You can imagine how much discussion this sparked. "Will 'feeling passionate
about this country' become the new 'hiking the Appalachian Trail'? " asked
Bruce Handy of Vanity Fair.
Really, the concept explains quite a bit. New York's former governor, Eliot
Spitzer, worked a lot. And right now New York City is reeling over the
indictment of a powerful state senator, who turns out to have had a secret
life in a waterside mansion that he shared with two male gynecologists and
their mother. We are still sorting out the details, but I can tell you that
this guy used to be the chairman of the Finance Committee. You can only sit
through so many hearings on tax policy before the call of the wild starts
ringing in your ears.
Also, whenever I hear "former Mayor Rudy Giuliani" I think of patriotism and
round-the-clock dedication to the job. Also, about the time he called a
press conference to announce that he and his wife were separating and the
wife, who hadn't heard, started telling reporters about an affair she
believed Rudy had had with a female staffer.
Gingrich is asked about his personal life more often than most politicians.
If you're on your third wife, cheated perpetually on the first two, and are
running for the Republican presidential nomination as a social conservative,
these things come up.
The most famous story about Gingrich's failed marriages is about his first
wife, Jackie, who had been Newt's high school math teacher before he
5

appeared at her door and suggested a new equation. Jackie was recovering
from surgery for uterine cancer when her husband walked in and started
talking about the terms of a divorce.
She is not to be confused with the second wife, Marianne, who was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis and was visiting her mother when her husband called
to tell her there was another woman.
Anyway, you can see how the topic of Gingrich's home life would come up.
Generally, he doesn't seem all that thrilled by the invitation to explain
himself. But he was very chatty on the Christian Broadcasting Network.
Perhaps this was because of the way the interviewer, David Brody, phrased
his question.
"Talk about a forgiving God?" he asked.
Newt was quite forthcoming about both God's readiness to forgive him and the
much, much better lifestyle he has embraced now that he's found true love
with Wife No. 3, converted to Catholicism and "learned an immense amount."
People, can we all agree now that men who spend their early and middle ages
betraying women right and left are not allowed to get credit for discovering
the joys of monogamy at about the same time that they receive their first
Social Security check?
Of course, Gingrich is being a better husband this time around. He's 67! By
then, most men have not just finished sowing their wild oats. The oats have
been harvested, ground up, reprocessed and turned into soggy cornflakes.
"In general, in men and women, the sexual hormones decrease as you age. It's
a lot of work, dating and managing multiple partners," says Rose Hartzell, a
therapist at the San Diego Sexual Medicine Center.
God forgives you at any age, but voters should only reward reformations that
occur before the miscreant receives his first copy of the AARP bulletin.
Gingrich offered up his analysis of the cause of his sexual indiscretions
when he appeared with other presidential hopefuls at an event in Iowa
sponsored by the Faith and Freedom Coalition. This is a group established by
the former Christian Coalition leader Ralph Reed, who is recovering from a
fall from grace himself. Reed's involved secretly working with the disgraced
lobbyist Jack Abramoff to block a ban on Internet gambling. Which I do not
believe is the sort of thing you can blame on a heavy schedule and the flag.

In his public life, Gingrich's rhetoric is less forgiving than apocalyptic.
His speech in Iowa was laced with attacks on Democrats ("secular
socialists") and a call for "a political change so deep and so profound that
nothing we have seen in our lifetime is comparable." He has called Barack
Obama "authentically dishonest," and "a person who is fundamentally out of
touch with how the world works, who happened to have played a wonderful con,
6

as a result of which he is now president."
If only Obama had committed adultery instead of health care reform, I'm sure
they'd be getting along a lot better.

ToPic: Naval contemplation

F

(b)(6)

Mar 12 11:16AM -0500

A

Two or three carriers are usually tied up in Coronado, across the bay from
downtown KM. Coming and going they are announced with stories and pics of
joy or tears in all the media. I have no idea what security measures such
as sonar are operating in port to prevent underwater sabotage, there or at
the sub base out toward Pt. Loma, but presume those guys at the Seals base
down the strand have thought about many schemes. Blv it was after Cole
that floating barriers appeared around the carriers. At fleet week, when
everything is open, except what they don't want open, I was impressed by a
verbal demo of a destroyer's fire power -- such high volume per second that a
gun could shred a normal aircraft. I've presumed also that such things are
disguised on top of that most public building in WA, and an errant plane
from neighboring airports or anywhere could be blown away here or there,
We've seen in Yemen and off Somalia that it doesn't take much ingenuity or
equipment to cause trouble, but I hope the military are more devious.
howiewms

Anthony Miller

Mar 12 08:26AM -0800

(b)(6)

A

10-4 "We've seen in Yemen and off Somalia that it doesn't take much ingenuity or equipment to cause
trouble, but I hope the military are more devious."
Motion carried.
73
tony/mx

--- On Sat, 3/12/11,1

(b)(6)

wrote:

We've seen in Yemen and off Somalia that it doesn't take much ingenuity or equipment to cause
trouble, but I hope the military are more devious.

howiewms

Topic; Naval Contemplation

(b)(6)

Mar 12 10:04AM -0500 A

Maybe JLG or someone else can explain???
I guess "The War" is over but I missed the memo.
Have we learned nothing from attacks on the USS Cole, Marines as they slept
in Beirut, etc???

All that is required is, "The Pentagon said U.S. resources are responding
quickly to provide as much assistance as possible to the Japanese government
and people ....."
Who is the jerk who is giving the world the actual names of the vessels and
now of course their location?
see

http://au.news.yahoo.com/i apan-tsunami/a/-/world/8998723/factbox-u-s-navy-s
hips-prepared-for-japan-earthquake-relief/_
(http://au.news.yahoo.com/iapan-tsunami/a/-/world/8998723/factbox-u-s-navy-ships-prepared-for-iapanearthqua
ke-relief/)

ms/mh

Anthony Miller

(b)(6)

Mar 12 07:33AM -0800

A

Well, the initial source hadda be someone in the Pentagon or WHU -- they're the only ones with the
FIRST and MOST AUTHORITATIVE data (which -- I agree -- should have been kept secret.
If the Navy's got anything left of its traditions, this swabbie will be aboard a floating brig whose head
does not work soon, if not already.
As for the newsie who released these ship names/locations, (s)he's one of the reasons the Pentagon
slapped the "pool" system on us in Gulf War I Giving away status-of-forces locations is simply NOT
done (eye thot?). Not now. Not in the past. Not in the future.
If more specificity was desired, the WHU/Pentagon flak cud hv said: "U.S. resources are responding
quickly to provide as much assistance as possible to the Japanese government and people -- including
several dedicated hospital ships, or other vessels with hospitals aboard them."
Nada mas!
hasta,
tony/mx
8

--On Sat, 3/12/11 J

> wrote:

(b)(6)

(b)(6)
From:
Subject: [DH] Naval Contemplation
To: downhold@googlegroups.com

Cc:

(b)(6)

Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011, 9:04 AM

Maybe JLG or someone else can explain???
I guess "The War" is over but I missed the memo.
Have we learned nothing from attacks on the USS Cole, Marines as they slept in Beirut, etc???
All that is required is, "The Pentagon said U.S. resources are responding quickly to provide as much
assistance as possible to the Japanese government and people...."
Who is the jerk who is giving the world the actual names of the vessels and now of course their
location?
see
htt2://au.news.yahoo.com/iapan-tsunami/a/-/world/8998723/factbox-u-s-navy-ships-prepared-for-japanearthquake-relief/
ms/mh

V Mar 12 10:53AM -0500

(b)(6)

A

I suspect the assistant secretary of defense, public affairs, or one of his
minions. Said ASD/PA is currently traveling with Gates.

John Milne
I

(b)(6)

Anthony Miller

(b)(6)

Mar 12 08:02AM -0800

A

Good suggn: "Maybe JLG or someone else can explain???" 'Hope he's in pocket.
Unrecall even in the days of CNO Adm. Elmo Zumwalt ("Zgrams and beards for the boys!) the Navy
9

being so lax in force protection.
73
tony/mx
--- On Sat, 3/12/11,[

l> wrote:

(b)(6)

I suspect the assistant secretary of defense, public affairs, or one of his minions. Said ASD/PA is
currently traveling with Gates.

On Sat, Mar 12, 2011 at 10:04•AM,

(b)(6)

wrote:

Maybe JLG or someone else can explain???

Topic: Quake video clips.nyt
gary haynes <garyhaynesl@frontier.com> Mar 12 09:15AM -0600

A

NYT's main story includes some truly unbelievable video clips that
look like James Cameron and his gang gone amok.
On just this one story, reoporter credits show that there's a lot of
journalism still going on at the Gray Lady:
Reporting was contributed by Yasuko Kamiizumi from Tokyo; Ken Belson,
Maria Newman and Henry Fountain from New York; Daniel Krieger from
Osaka, Japan; Kevin Drew and Bettina Wassener from Hong Kong; Alan
Cowell and Richard Berry from Paris; Michael Schwirtz from Moscow;
Thom Shanker from Washington; Mike Hale from Honolulu; and Elisabeth
Bumiller from Brussels.

httn://www.nvtimes.com/2011/03/12/world/asia/12ianan.html?

Anthony Miller
You're cq, indeed:

(b)(6)
"...

r= 1&nl--todavsheadlines&emc'tha2

> Mar 12 07:57AM -0800

A

There's a lot of journalism still going on at the Gray Lady."

73
tony/mx

10

--- On Sat, 3/12/11, gary haynes <garyhayneslI @frontier.com> wrote:
NYT's main story

Topic: opsec
(b)(6)

Mar 12 10:35AM -0500 A

Two relatives and one friend--all with sons in the Navy--are proudly
posting Facebook notices and emailing friends and family about "Johnny called
from the coast of Japan, and we are sooooooo proud of him, he said he is okay,
and hsi ship, the USS Aardvaark is part of the rescue mission, and they
are heading up near the
earthquake location, and remember them in your prayers ..... etc ..........
I don't know about the Navy, but as an Amry family with one son still on
active duty, this is what I sent them from the wonderful strykernews.com
website:

OPSEC Guidelines
Jul-25-2004 » Filed Under: _Announcements_
(http://www.strykemews.com/archives/cat announcements.html)
The Army's 1st Information Operations Command (Land), Vulnerability
Assessment Division, OPSEC Section has provided a very useful presentation
called, "_OPSEC (Operations Security), A Guide For Family & Friends_
(http://www.strykernews.com/docs/OPSECGuidelines.pdf) ." Since the document we link to
above is a PDF file and might take a while to download, I've copied the
text and published it below. Please take a minute to read this, as it will
serve as our official OPSEC policy.
Trying to understand what information is safe to reveal on a public website
is difficult, but this document does a great job of explaining the
restrictions. I've been looking for something like this for a while, so thank you
to the reader who sent this.
OPSEC (OPERATIONS SECURITY)
A Guide For Family and Friends
Presented by 1st Information Operations Command (Land), Vulnerability
Assessment Division, OPSEC Section
,OPSEC is a vital element in protecting the Armyls soldiers and missions,
and I want to stress how vital a role every member of the team plays in
ensuring that we deny our adversaries potentially useful information. OWhether
we are on duty or off duty, we cannot afford to let our guard down. Your
diligence in OPSEC is key to ensuring our effectiveness in operations and
our collective safety. Together, we will succeed.*
Maj. Gen. Keith B. Alexander
Commanding General
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command
11

What Is OPSEC?
Operations Security, or OPSEC, is keeping potential adversaries from
discovering our critical information. As the name suggests, it protects our
operations 0 planned, in progress, and those completed. Success depends on
secrecy and surprise, so the military can accomplish the mission faster and with
less risk. Our adversaries want our information, and they donot
concentrate on only soldiers to get it. They want you, the family member.
Protecting Critical Information
Even though information may not be secret, it can be what we call *critical
information.* Critical information deals with specific facts about
military intentions, capabilities, operations or activities. If an adversary knew
this detailed information, our mission accomplishment and personnel safety
could be jeopardized. It must be protected to ensure an adversary doesnlt
gain a significant advantage. By being a member of the military family, you
will often know some bits of critical information. Do not discuss them
outside of your immediate family and especially not over the telephone.
Examples Of Critical Information
Detailed information about the mission of assigned units.
Details on locations and times of unit deployments.
Personnel transactions that occur in large numbers (Example: pay
information, powers of attorney, wills, deployment information).
References to trends in unit morale or personnel problems.
Details concerning security procedures.
Puzzle Pieces
These bits of information may seem insignificant. However, to a trained
adversary, they are small pieces of a puzzle that highlight what we~re doing
and planning. Remember, the elements of security and surprise are vital to
the accomplishment of our goals and our collective personnel protection.
* Where and how you discuss this information is just as important as with
whom you discuss it. Adversary agents tasked with collecting information
frequently visit some of the same stores, clubs, recreational areas, or places
of worship as you do.
* Determined individuals can easily collect data from cordless and
cellular phones, and even baby monitors, using inexpensive receivers available
from local electronics stores.
* If anyone, especially a foreign national, persistently seeks
information, notify your military sponsor immediately. He or she will notify the unit
OPSEC program manager.
What Can You Do?
There are many countries and organizations that would like to harm
Americans and degrade our influence in the world. It~s possible, and not
unprecedented, for spouses and family members of U.S. military personnel to be
targeted for intelligence collection. This is true in the United States and
especially true overseas! What can you do?
Be Alert
Foreign governments and organizations collect significant amounts of useful
information by using spies. A foreign agent may use a variety of
approaches to befriend someone and get sensitive information. This sensitive
information can be critical to the success of a terrorist or spy, and consequently
deadly to Americans.
12

Be Careful
There may be times when your spouse cannot talk about the specifics of his
or her job. It*s very important to conceal and protect certain information
such as flight schedules, ship movements, temporary duty (TDY) locations,
and installation activities, for example. Something as simple as a phone
discussion about where your spouse is deploying, or going TDY, can be very
useful to our enemies.
OPSEC IS A FAMILY AFFAIR - DISCUSS OPSEC WITH YOUR FAMILY
All Family Members Are Part Of The Army~s OPSEC Team. They Need To Protect
Information To Ensure The Safety Of All Our Soldiers, Civilians, And Army
Families.
You Are A Vital Player In Our Success!
As a family member of our military community, you are a vital player in our
success, and we couldn*t do our job without your support. You may not know
it, but you also play a crucial role in ensuring your loved one~s safety.
You can protect your family and friends by protecting what you know of the
military~s day-to-day operations. That*s OPSEC.
Thank You
Thank you for taking the time to read this guide. Our goal is to provide
you with a greater understanding of the Army4s security concerns. The
information in this guide is not intended to frighten you or make you suspicious
that everyone you meet is a secret agent or terrorist. But stay alert * if a
stranger shows excessive interest in the affairs of your family members,
military or not, notify the authorities.

mark scheinbaum/numex

Anthony Miller I

Mar 12 07:40AM -0800 _A

(b)(6)

Makes sense to me. Loose lips still sink ships.

--- On Sat, 3/12/11,

wrote:

(b)(6)

From OPSEC: "All Family Members Are Part Of The Army*s OPSEC Team. They Need To Protect
Information To Ensure The Safety Of All Our Soldiers, Civilians, And Army Families."
Brings it home!
73
tony/mx

Topic: quake pix
gary haynes <garyhaynesl@frontier.com> Mar 12 09:38AM -0600 A
from ghaynes - Here are some photos of the Japanese quake:
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Topic: News Alert: Japanese Official Confirms Explosion at Nuclear
Plant
gary haynes <garyhaynesl@FRONTIER.COM> Mar 12 09:07AM -0600 _

from ghaynes
Begin forwarded message:

Topic: Tsunami
Mar 12 12:13PM

(b)(6)

A

I heard a telephone or Skype report from a broadcaster in HI who gave the worst report I have heard.
She didn't describe a thing. I wondered where she was at the time. Sandlot/CZ
------- Original Message-----

From: "Dave Rosso" I

(b)(6)

To: <downhold@googlegroups.com>
Subject: RE: [DH] Tsunami
Date: Fri, 11 Mar 2011 21:36:21 -0800

Howard,
AP coverage of Hawaii was abysmal. We were looking for it for our pages in tomorrow&rsquo;s paper.
We had good coverage from our own reporters on California and Crescent City, but the AP stuff was
terrible and I had to search our files for the AP story about Hawaii. You gave me much more, but then,
what do you expect from UPI? EH?!
Rosso-wa

Groupon&#8482 Official Site
1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. Get 50-90% off your city&#39;s best!
http://thirdpartvoffers.iuno.com/TGL3141/4d7b63ab19e2ba0a44st05vuc
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:57 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - jaczko

News

I new result for jaczko

US deploys two nuclear experts to Japan
AFP
"We have some of the most expert people in this field in the world working for the NRC and we stand ready to assist in any way
possible," commission chairman Gregory Jaczko said in a statement announcing the deployment. The NRC -- an independent agency
See all stories on this topic »

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.

1?L/~'I2J

From:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Sheehan, Neil
Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:56 PM
Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot
Re: You may not have to come

Okay, understand the situation remains fluid
Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Sent from NRC Blackberry

From: Harrington, Holly
To: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Sat Mar 12 17:00:16 2011
Subject: You maynot have to come
Some noises that they'll turn Op Center back to normal at noon tomorrow and you may not be needed. So Eliot
says don't leave until you call around noon..

1

5

tllz-?lI,-

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:50 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

4 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

US deploys two nuclear experts to Japan
Channel News Asia
WASHINGTON - The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission said Saturday it has sent two experts to Japan, where authorities were
seeking to calm fears of a reactor meltdown in the aftermath of a massive earthquake. "We have some of the most expert people in...
See all stories on this topic ))

After Japan, US Nuclear Industry May Face Political Turmoil
National Journal
"This is obviously a significant setback for the so-called nuclear renaissance," said Peter Bradford, a former commissioner of the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. "The image of a nuclear power plant blowing up before your eyes on the television ...
See all stories on this topic )>

A Japanese Three Mile Island?
The Atlantic
A US Nuclear Regulatory Commission backgrounder provides a detailed account.) For three days, I joined a growing crowd of
reporters rushing from hurried press conferences by harried company officials to the state capitol in Harrisburg, where Gov....
See all stories on this topic >ý
Danger Posed by Radioactivity in Japan Hard to Assess
New York Times
If ingested promptly after a nuclear accident, potassium iodide, in concentrated form, can help reduce the dose of
radiation to the thyroid and thus the risk of cancer. In the United States, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
recommends that people...
See all stories on this topic a

Tip: Use a minus sign (-)in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

New York Times

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

rt R.

(b)(6)

Jensen, Robei
Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:38 PM
'Dan.Leistikov v@hq.doe.gov'; Stevens, Clark; Harrington, Holly; Shapiro, Nicholas S.;
'Andy.Adora¢ Pepamail.epa.gov'; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; Brenner, Eliot;
'hammerma@)state.gov'; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov'; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov';
'JEFF.KARONI S@DHS.GOV'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn;
'Stephanie.Mi ueller@hq.doe.gov'; 'Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov'; Reynolds, Tom;
'Oster.Seth@i epamail.epa.gov'
Re: JAPANESEENUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain

Its working now.

From: Leistikow, Dan <Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>
To: Jensen, Robert R.; Stevens, Clark; 'HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV' <HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV>; Shapiro,
Nicholas S.; 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov' <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean;
'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov' <eliot.brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov' <matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>;
'JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV' <JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller, Stephanie
<Stephanie. Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; LaVera, Damien <Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom;
'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 17:34:50 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Can someone send around the usaid statement

(b)(6)
From: Jensen, Robert R. <
To: Stevens, Clark
(b)(6)
=;
>; 'HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV'
<HOLLY.HARRINGT N NRC.GV>;
apiro, Nic olas S.
(b)(6)
'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.qov' <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; Leistikow, Dan; Vietor, Tommy
4
(b)(6)
1>; Smith, Sean; 'ELIOT.BRENNER@NRC.GOV' <ELIOT.BRENNER@NRC.GOV>;
'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov' <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>;
'brent.colburn@dhs.gov' <brent.colburn@dhs.gov>; 'JEFF. KARONIS@DHS.GOV' <JEFF. KARONIS@DHS.GOV>; Rhodes,
Benjamin J. __ (b)(6)
- .12>; Turner, Shawn <
(b)(6)
>; Mueller,
Stephanie; LaVera, Damien; Reynolds, Tom; 'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 16:30:53 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain

Our discussion is OBE'd. As it is already released and on the NRC website.

From: Jensen, Robert R.
To: Stevens, Clark; 'HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV' <HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.;
'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov' <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; 'Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'
<Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'EUOT.BRENNER@NRC.GOV'
<ELIOT.BRENNER@NRC.GOV>; 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov'
<Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov' <brent.colburn@dhs.gov>; 'JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV'
<JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; 'Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov'
<Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; 'Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov' <Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom;
'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa .gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>

1
SU

2

Sent: Sat Mar 12 16:23:45 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
(b)(5)

From: Stevens, Clark
To: 'HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV' <HOLLY.HARRINGTON@NRC.GOV>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.;
'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov' <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; 'Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'
<Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'ELIOT. BRENNER@NRC.GOV'
<ELIOT.BRENNER@NRC.GOV>; 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R.;
'Matthew.Chandler@d hs.gov' <Matthew.Chandler@d hs.gov>; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov' < Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>;
'JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV' <JEFF.KARONIS@DHS.GOV>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn;
'Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov' <Stephanie. Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; 'DAMIEN. LAVERA@NNSA.DOE.GOV1
<DAMIEN. LAVERA@NNSA. DOE.GOV>; Reynolds, Tom; 'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 15:14:17 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
(b)(5)

From: Harrington, Holly <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.; 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov' <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>; Stevens, Clark;
'Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov' <Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; Brenner, Eliot
<Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R.;
'Matthew. Chandler@dhs.gov' <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov' <brent.colburn@dhs.gov>;
'jeff.karonis@dhs.gov' <jeff.karonis@dhs.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; 'Stephanie. Mueller@hq.doe.gov'
<Stephanie. Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; 'Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov' <Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom;
'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov' <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 15:05:45 2011
Subject: RE: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Latest NRC press release -- FYI
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtoI
(b)(6)
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:54 PM
To: 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov'; Stevens, Clark; 'Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; Brenner,
Eliot; 'ham merma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov'; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov';
'jeff.karonis@dhs.gov'; Harrington, Holly; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; 'Stephanie. Mueller@hq.doe.gov';
'Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov'; Reynolds, Tom; 'Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov'
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain

From: Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov <Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov>
To: Stevens, Clark; Dan Leistikow <dan.leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov'
<eliot.brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R.;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov' <matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'
<Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV' <Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov'
<Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Stephanie Mueller
2

<Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; LaVera, Damien <Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom;
Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov <Oster.Seth@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 13:51:02 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
DOE - we are getting more q's regarding potential impact to the US. Who at DOE should we refer these q's to for now?
Thanks,
Adora

From: "Stevens, Clark" [f*

(b)(6)

Sent: 03/12/201101:37 PM EST
To: "Stevens, Clark" <1

(b)(6)
>; "Leistikow, Dan" <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; "Vietor, Tommy"
; "Smith, Sean" <Sean.Smith@dhs.gov>; "'eliot.brenner@nrc.,ov"' <eliot.brennerqnrc.gov>;
"'hammerma@state.gov"' <hammerma@state.gov>; "Jensen, Robert R." <t(b)(6)
"'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov' <matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; "Shapiro, Nc
"o<T(b)(
"'Brent.Colbum@dhs.gov' <Brent.Colbum@dhs.gov>; JetY.Karonis@DHS.GOV'" <Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>;
"'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov"' <Holly.Harnrngton@nrc.gov>; "Rhodes, Benjamin J." <l
(b)(6)
; "Turner,
Shawn" <
(b)(6)
>; "Mueller. Stephanie" <Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; "LaVera, Damien"
<Damien.LaVeraannsa.doe.gov>; "Reynolds, Tom" <Tom.Reynolds@hq.doe.gov>; Adora Andy; Seth Oster
Subject: RE: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
<f

(b)(6)

Sorry, and Seth's correct email.

From: Stevens, Clark
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:36 PM
To: 'Leistikow, Dan'; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov'; 'hammerma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'; 'Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV';
'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller, Stephanie; LaVera, Damien; Reynolds, Tom;
'seth'; 'Andy.Adora@epamail.epa.gov'
Subject: RE: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
+ EPA who is also getting calls. DOE will continue to be lead, please continue to refer calls there on all topics related to
this issue,

(b)(5)

From: Leistikow, Dan [mailto:Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:09 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov'; 'hammerma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Stevens, Clark; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'; 'Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV';
'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller, Stephanie; LaVera, Damien; Reynolds, Tom
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Perfect - stephanie and damien will get this out to those who've asked

3

From:
Vietor, Tommy
' Sean; 'eiot.brenner@nrc.gov'
(b)(6)
J>
To:
Leistikow,
Dan; Smith,
<eliot.brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov'
<hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R. 4
(b)(6)
]>; 'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'
<matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S. 1
(b)(6)
.
>; Stevens, Clark
(b)(6)
6; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV'
<Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov' <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.
<F
(b)(6)
; Turner, Shawn
(b)(6)
1>; Mueller, Stephanie; LaVera,
Damien; Reynolds, Tom
Sent: Sat Mar 12 13:03:28 2011
Subject: RE: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain

(b)(5)

From: Leistikow, Dan [mnailto:Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov'; 'hammerma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Stevens, Clark; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'; 'Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV';
'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller, Stephanie; LaVera, Damien; Reynolds, Tom
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain

Adding DOE press secretary Stephanie Mueller and DOE's NNSA Pub Affairs dir Damien Lavera, who have fielded press
calls this am from ABC, CNN, Wapo and NYT.1
(b)(5)
I

(b)(5)

(b)(6)
From: Vietor, Tommy
To: Leistikow, Dan; Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov' <eliot.brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov'
<hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R.•
(b)(6)
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'

(

<matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

>;

Stevens, Clark

1>; 'Brent.Colburn@ds.gov' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Jeft.Karonis@DHS.GOV'

<]eff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov' <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.
(b)(6)
h; Turner, Shawn 4
(b)(6)
Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:58:01 2011
I

I

J

I,

Subject: RE: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Team,

(b)(5)

Thanks for everyone's hard work,
4

I

Tommy

From: Leistikow, Dan [mailto: Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:37 AM
To: Smith, Sean; 'eliot.brenner@nrc.gov'; Vietor, Tommy; 'hammerma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.;
'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov'; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Stevens, Clark; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'; 'Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV';
'Holly. Harrington@nrc.gov'; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
I think Poneman could do it this AM. What would we be saying? Lots more questions than answers right now.

From: Smith, Sean
(b)(6)
To: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>;
(b)(6)
hammerma@state.gov <hammerma@state.gov>;
7 (b)(6)
7;
[
IR; Smith, Sean; Chandler, Matthew M <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.cov>; Shapiro,
(b)(6)
(b)(6)
(b)(6)
Nicholas S. t
Colburn, Brent <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; Karonis, Jeff <Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; Leistikow, Dan;
(b)(6)
Holly. Harrington@nrc.gov <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; I

ý;I

I;

I>

(b)(6)

Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:26:11 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Any movement on background call?

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 05:23 AM

To: F-

; 'hammerma@state.gov'

(b)(6)

1; 'Sean.Smith@dhs.gov'
(b)(6)
<hammerma@state.gov>; I
<Sean.Smith@dhs.gov>; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov' <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.;
>; Colburn, Brent; 'Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV'
(b)(6)
<Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov' <Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Harrington, Holly
[
(b)(6)
< Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; E
F

i>

(b)(6)

Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Encourage you to consider NRC Chasirman Greg Jaczko
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 4158200
(b)(6)
C1
Sent from my Blackberry

From: Vietor, Tommy <1

>
(b)(6)
To: 'hammerma@state.gov' <hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R. <Robert R._Jensen@nss.eop.gov>; Smith,
Sean <Sean.Smith@dhs.gov>; 'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov' <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov'
(b)(6)
; Stevens, Clark I
(b)(6)
A
<Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV' <Jeff .Karonis@DHS.GOV>; 'Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'
<Dan, Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; Rhodes, Benjamin J.
I>
(b)(6)
(b)(6)
; Turner, Shawn I
5

Sent: Sat Mar 12 04:00:12 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
(b)(5)

(SBU) A blast occurred at the Tokyo Electric Power Company plant, media report. The Nuclear and Industrial Safety
Agency (NISA) reported four workers were injured and one of the plant's walls collapsed. Embassy Tokyo notes white
smoke was billowing from reactor number one. Post is inquiring about the incident and increased radiation levels at the
plant

From: Hammer, Michael A <HammerMA@state.gov>
To: Vietor, Tommy; Jensen, Robert R.; Smith, Sean; Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov <Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>;
Shapiro, Nicholas S.; Stevens, Clark; Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV
<Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov
<Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>; Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn
Sent: Fri Mar 11 21:04:22 2011
Subject: Re: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Really helpful. I can reinforce to Embassy Tokyo PAO that as they prepare for their daily briefing or engage press, they
should not say anything about nuclear issues unless cleared first by NSC.
From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:l
(b)(6)
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 08:52 PM
To: Jensen, Robert R. I
(b)(6)
<Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
(b)(6)

; Smith, Sean <Sean.Smith@dhs.gov>; 'Chandler, Matthew'
(b)(6)
,>;Stevens, Clark

1>; 'Colburn, Brent' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Karonis, Jeff'

<Jeff.Ka ronis@DHS.GOV>; 'Leistikow, Dan' <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>; Eliot Brenner (Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov)
<Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>; Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.

<

(b)(6)

>; Hammer, Michael A; Turner, Shawn

<[

(b)(6)

Subject: JAPANESE NUCLEAR ISSUES -- Looping interagency folks on one chain
Team,
I wanted to get us all on one chain. Please keep this information extremely close hold. Represented here we have the
following:
White House and NSS Press
Ben Rhodes
Tommy Vietor
Nick Shapiro
Bob Jensen
Clark Stevens
Shawn Turner
DHS
Sean Smith
Matt Chandler
Jeff Karonis
Department of Energy
Dan Leistikow
6

NRC
Eliot Brenner
Holly Harrington
State Department
Mike Hammer
Thus far, we have the following lines have been deployed with press:
ON BACKGROUND: "We are watching the situationvery carefully, and have been in touch with other agencies as well as
our government counterpartsin Japan. We have communicated with the Japanese government to offer our assistance
and are assessing the role we can play in the response effort."
ON BACKGROUND: "Anytime there is a situation with a nuclearplant there is concern. However, Japandoes have a
tremendous amount of technicalcapability and resources to respond to the issue and they are of course monitoring it
very closely. Right now our DOE folks are in direct contact with theircounterpartsin Japan and are closely monitoring
the situation. So far the Government of Japan has not asked for any specific assistancewith regardto the nuclearplant,
but DOE and other USG agencies are assessing the role they could play in any response and stand by to assistif asked."
At tonight's Deputies Committee meeting, there was very clear guidance that they do not want us going beyond these
approved lines. That said, if things go badly and there is some sort of meltdown tonight - an event that could occur as
early as midnight - we believe it would be important for the right person from NRC or DoE to do a background
conference call tomorrow morning, in coordination with the White House, to help reporters understand this event and
the fact that there is almost zero possibility of it impacting the US homeland.
That message will need to be closely coordinated with the Japanese. We cannot get ahead of them. Hammer, this could
be a particular problem with John Roos's daily press engagements, so we'll have to make sure to synch up with our
embassy.
Let me know if you have questions,
Tommy

7

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

(b)(6)
David Ropeik
Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:10 PM
Klein, Dale; William Travers (FANR); Frazier, Tim; A.G. Youtsos; Adrian Collings;
B.Pagannone@iaea.org; Brenner, Eliot; Brown, Gilbert; Craig.Nesbit@exeloncorp.com;
Dave Banks; Deborah Klevans; E.Buglova@iaea.org; g.tudor@iaea.org;
g.webb@iaea.org; E.A.Dobie-Sarsam@iaea.org; g.verlini@iaea.org;
francesco.defalco@enel.it; H.H.Rogner@iaea.org; HILL, Walter; Jamal Khaer B. Ibrahim;
John Lathrop; John Schmitzr
(b)(6)
KEREKES, Steven; ketvarong
nukulkij; L.Berthelot@iaea.org; Larsson, Niklas; Peter Rickwood; R.Murphy@iaea.org;
Melekhova Elena M.; Mounir Megahed; PETERSON, Scott; R.Martincic@iaea.org; Rowe,
John W. :(BSC); Stern, Warren; Thomas Tenforde; Ayhan Evrensel; BARFIELD, KELLE J
Thoughts regarding the nuclear events in Japan

Hello,
Given the contact we've had regarding nuclear energy issues, I thought you might find interest in this blog I wrote for
Scientific American, touching on the role that perceptions of nuclear energy, inflamed by events in Japan, will now
play in thinking through larger issues.
Beware the fear of Nuclear... FEAR! ! http)://www.scientificamerican.com/blog/post.cfm?id=beware-the-fear-ofnuclearfear-2011-03-12
If your time and interest allow, I'd appreciate your thoughts.
Warmly,
David Ropeik
David Ropeik
Instructor, Harvard University
21 Baker Ave.
Concord, MA 01742
978 369-5675
(b)(6)
Mob) I
I(b)(6)
http ://www.psycholocytoday.com/bloc/how-riskv-is-it-reallv

1 UB/(

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:51 PM
(dale.klein@mail.utexas.edu); nils.diaz@nd2group.com; rmeserve@carnegiescience.edu
latest NRC talking points
NRC 2 pm 3-12 talkingpoints.docx

Gents: The attached are the latest we are saying publicly. We have not gone into detail about the extensive
protections for domestic plants so as not to get out ahead of the White House and the story for now continues
to lie in japan. These are provided with the understanding they are for your information and not to cite as "the
NRC told me" etc. To see how these have evolved, they largely track our press releases, so just work
backwards on the web site.
There really is very little else at this point. We kept an eye on Diablo Canyon during the tsunami period, but
that passed without incident. You all know the background that domestic plants have to meet and exceed the
worst case historical seismic event locally, that plants where tsunami is a threat have protections, etc.
If there is anything fresh to share I will endeavor to remember to cut everyone in. If you need to touch base on
something, with the understanding that you can use what I give you without attribution to the agency, please
either email me or tag up 301-415-8200. At night we will check the machine regularly. For those of you who
cannot resist the temptation to wake me from a sound sleep just on general principle, the home number i (b(6
(b)(6)
and the cell isl
(b)(6)
Eliot Brenner
Director, NRC Public Affairs

13 ul 6(
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OPA

TALKING POINTS

JAPAN EARTHQUAKE AND WEST COAST TSUNAMI
As of 3/12/2011 2 p.m. EST

" Two officials from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission with expertise

in boiling water nuclear reactors have deployed to Japan as part of a U.S.
International Agency for International Development (USAID) team. USAID
is the federal government agency primarily responsible for providing
assistance to countries recovering from disaster administering. NEW

" The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has spoken with its counterpart agency
in Japan, offering the assistance of U.S. technical experts. Should the
Japanese want to make use of U.S. expertise, NRC staffers with extensive
background in boiling water reactors are available to assist efforts in Japan.

"

The NRC is coordinating its actions with other Federal agencies as part of
the U.S. government response.

" The NRC is examining all available information as part of the effort to
analyze the event and understand its implications both for Japan and the
United States.

" The NRC has regulations in place that require licensees to design their plants
to withstand the effects of tsunamis.
(IOCFR 50, Appendix A, Criterion 2, "Design bases for protection against
natural phenomenon" requires licensees to designs structures, systems, and
components important to safety to withstand the effects of natural
phenomenon, including tsunamis.)

" Nuclear power plants are built to withstand environmental hazards,
including earthquakes. Even those plants that are located outside of areas
with extensive seismic activity are designed for safety in the event of such a
natural disaster.
* The NRC requires that safety-significant structures, systems, and
components be designed to take into account the most severe natural
phenomena historically reported for the site and surrounding area. The NRC
then adds a margin for error to account for the historical data's limited
accuracy. In other words, U.S. nuclear power plants are designed to be safe
based on historical data from the area's maximum credible earthquake.

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Harrington, Holly
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:47 PM
Brenner, Eliot
blog post
Blog Postdonation.docx

C

1

'/4 --?

Blog Post
Where You Can Help?
The NRC is getting questions from people who want to know how they can help the Japanese
people affected by the earthquake and tsunami. The U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) is encouraging those who wish to help Japanese residents with cash donations to
reputable organizations working in the affected areas.
USAID is directing individuals to www.interaction.org for a list of non-governmental
organizations that are responding to humanitarian needs.
In addition, the American Red Cross has established operations to receive donations through text
message. Individuals can contribute by texting "redcross" to 90999."
Eliot Brenner
Public Affairs Director

From:

Sent:
To:

Batkin, Joshua
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:42 PM
Brenner, Eliot

rmeserve(@carnegiescience.edu

Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jaczko, Gregory
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:27 PM
'nils.diaz@nd2group.com'
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Japan

Nils - I have asked eliot to reach out to you. I prefer you not reference nrc in the manner you indicate -- that will only
complicate matters
Original
----Message ----From: Nils Diaz <nils.diaz@nd2group.com>
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sat Mar 12 16:16:44 2011
Subject: Re: Japan
Greg, I know you are taxed but CNN New York have been trying to get me to a studio and I have been reluctant.I am in
Newportn leaving now for Boston. I just heard some channels are using Dale.
Do you have NRC vetted public information that clarifies status? I might have to do damage control. I would also like to
state live that the NRC is the USG agency that can better discussed the accident and ramifications. OK?
Nils
Original
----Message ----From: Jaczko, Gregory <Gregory.Jaczko@nrc.gov>
To: Nils Diaz
Sent: Sat Mar 12 09:51:20 2011
Subject: Re: Japan
Thanks for the update. Infoirmation is very unreliable at this point.
Original
----Message ----From: Nils Diaz <nils.diaz@nd2group.com>
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sat Mar 12 11:08:01 2011
Subject: Re: Japan
Greg, Fyi. I just talked to the NYT. I again suggested they contact you for details that I do not have. They insisted on 2
questions:1) was Japan NPPs and the entire GOV fully prepared for the impact on NPP and has the response been
appropriate;2) what could be repercussions for US NPPs?
I thought my best approach was to point out to B5b, unclassified, and the emphasis on mantaining core cooling and core
integrity from any external events, including terrorism, by any mean possible. Explained it and the on site and off site
preparation. I was asked about which countries were exposed or doind B5b and I mention allies that were briefed
including Japan.
I was midly critical of Japan' s slow response, with the proviso that I do not have inside info.
I thought I keep you aware. I appeared on CNN in spanish and regional FOX but was so purposedly mild with others that
they they did not run any, thank God.
I hope you all get into the news and provide serious vetted info.
Nils

1

4.

---- Original Message ----From: Jaczko, Gregory <Gregory.Jaczko@nrc.gov>
To: Nils Diaz
Sent: Fri Mar 11 18:04:51 2011
Subject: Re: Japan
Thanks nils.
Original
----Message ----From: Nils Diaz <nils.diaz@nd2group.com>
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Fri Mar 11 21:03:19 2011
Subject: Japan
B5b was established to do what Tepco is doing with the power supplies.
The next alternative considered was to inject water into the containment and vent, including drilling. Establish any water
cooiling and prserve containment.
CNN and Fox called; I did talk with them but very cautiously and refer them to you. Good luck.
Nils

2

Couret, Ivonne
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:25 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Remain outstanding - Media Interview Request for Chairman
imageOOl.gif

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

okay
Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

FJ

$USNRC

1tetfl T

..1 If

(301) 415-8205

ivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
httD://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/Dhoto-gaalerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
htto://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc- collections/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
http://Dortal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloa/default.asox

-

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:13 PM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
Subject: RE: Remain outstanding - Media Interview Request for Chairman
All taken care of.
.. :.~~~~

~~~~~~
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From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:54 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
Subject: Remain outstanding - Media Interview Request for Chairman
ABC News - This Week
Jack Date
Senior Producer
202-222-7662 (o)
(b)(6)

I(c)

iack.v.date@abc.com
Request also to interview US NRC experts in Japan

FOX5 DC
Beth

Bu I 3o

202-895-3000
10 PM news segment tonight
wttedesk@foxtv.com
NBC Dateline - PRIMETIME for all affiliates
Carly Segal
212-413-6031
Carly.segal@nbcuni.com

Updated Document located at G:/Crisis Communication/ Media Interview Request for Chairman.docx

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

Z (301) 415-8205

r.-4 ivonne.courel@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
hftp://www.nrc.gov/readinc-rm/photo-gallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.gov/readinc-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
httD://Dortal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloQ/default.aspx

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:13 PM
To: Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Updated - Media Interview Request for Chairman
Updated G:/Crisis Communication/Media Interview Request for Chairman.docx
lvonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

A (301) 415-8205

F1 ivonne.couret@nrc..ov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
httD://www.nrc.aov/readlncl-rm/photo-callery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.qov/readincl-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting Insight on the OPA Slog
hftl://oortal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloq/default.aspx
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A,

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

3

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

OPA Resource
Saturday, March 12, 2011 4:13 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly
FW: Update to NRC Press Release

(b)(6)
From: Mike Dudek [mailtol
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:25 PM
To: Kozal, Jason; LIA11 Hoc; OPA Resource; LIA07 Hoc
Subject: Update to NRC Press Release

Holly, Elliot, Milt, Beth:
USAID just wanted to ensure that we added a little bit of information to the NRC's next press release. The
information is as follows:
"For those who wish to help those in Japan, USAID encourages that cash donations be made to reputable
organizations working in the affected areas. Nothing will get there faster or help more."
"USAID is directing individuals to www.interaction.org for a list of NGOs who are responding to humanitarian
needs."
"In addition, the American Red Cross has established operations to receive donations through text
message. Individuals can contribute by texting "redcross" to 90999."
Thanks!
Michael I. Dudek
--- On Sat, 3/12/11, LIAll Hoc <LIA1l.Hoc(&nrc.gaov>wrote:
From: LIA 11 Hoc <LIAI 1.Hoc@nrc.gov>
Subject: Press Release

To: "Mike Dudek" ý

(b)(6)

I>, "Kozal, Jason" <Jason.Kozal(nrc.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011, 3:11 PM
Here is the, most current press release from the NRC.

Beth

su/ 63(
1

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:55 PM
Piercy, Craig
Laura Scheele
RE: First draft -- ANS Talking points

Your stuff looks good. Dale knows his material so it shouldn't be too difficult. We are in a bit of a bind because
we cannot get out ahead of the white house. If there is anything you need from us, let me know. Our basic
talking points have been covered in the various press releases and blog posts we have put up.
From: Piercy, Craig [mailto:cpiercy@bosepublicaffairs.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:25 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Laura Scheele
Subject: FW: First draft -- ANS Talking points
Importance: High
Well, we got caught short in our plans for crisis communications! We are working to get Dale Klein on the natl
networks. Here's what we are working with on talking points.

Craig Piercy
Washington Representative
American Nuclear Society
700 North One Lafayette Centre
1120 20th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 973-8050

From: Piercy, Craig
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:17 PM
To: Eric P. Loewen Ph. D. (eric.loewen@ge.com); jfc@nei.org; Jack Tuohy; dklein@utsystem.edu; Dan Yurman
Cc: Laura Scheele
Subject: First draft -- ANS Talking points
Importance: High
Comments/edits?

This message and any attachments may contain confidential information, and are intended only for the individual or entity
identified above as the addressee.
If you are not the addressee, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, you are not authorized to read, copy,
or distribute this message and any attachments, and we ask that you please delete this message and attachments
(including all copies) and notify the sender. Delivery of this message and any attachments to any person other than the
intended recipient(s) is not intended in any way to waive confidentiality.
All personal messages express views only of the sender and may not be copied or distributed without this statement.
1

American Nuclear Society talking points

A Sense of Perspective is needed... right now, the Japanese earthquake/tsunami is clearly a
catastrophe; the situation at impacted nuclear reactors is an "incident."
The Japanese earthquake and tsunami are natural catastrophes of historic proportions. The death toll is
likely to be in the thousands. While the information is still sketchy at this time, the tragic loss of life and
destruction caused by the earthquake and tsunami will likely dwarf the damage caused by the problems
associated with the impacted Japanese nuclear plants.
What happened?
Recognizing that information is still scarce and that reports are often conflicting, here is our best
understanding of the sequence of events at the Fukushima #1 power station.
*

The plan was immediately shut down (scrammed) when the earthquake first hit.

*

All external power to the station was lost

"

Diesel generators start to provide AC power to (the reactor cooling?) pumps

*

The diesel generators cease functioning after approximately an hour (assumed due to tsunami
flooding)
An Isolation condenser is used to removed the decay heat

*

Apparently the plant then experienced a small LOCA and loss of primary water inventory

*

Reactor Core Isolation Cooling (RCIC) pumps operating on battery-supplied DC power are used
to replace primary water inventory.

*

DC power from batteries is consumed after approximately 8 hours.

*

At that point, the plant experiences a complete blackout (no electric power at all)

*

Hours pass as primary water inventory is lost and core degradation occurs (through some
combination of zirconium oxidation, clad failure, and eutectic formation.)

*

Portable diesel generators are delivered to the plant site.

*

AC power is restored allowing for pumps to replace inventory in reactor pressure vessel (RPV).

*

Pressure in the containment drywell rises as wetwell saturates.

*

Drywell is vented to outside reactor building.

"

Hydrogen produced from zirconium oxidation is also released to reactor building.

"

Hydrogen in reactor building explodes and outer building collapses.

*

Drywell and RPV are reported to be intact, but a significant amount of core degradation is likely.

*

The decision is made to inject seawater into the RPV.

"

Radioactivity releases (from venting) appear to be decreasing.

Can it happen here in the US?
*

While there are risks associated with operating nuclear plants and other industrial facilities, the
chances of an adverse event similar to what happened in Japan occurring in the US is small.

*

Since September 11, 2001, additional safeguards have been put in place at US nuclear reactors
which allow plant operators to cool the reactor core during an extended power outage and/or
failure of backup generators.

*

US nuclear reactors are required to run safety exercises under "blackout" conditions.

Is a nuclear reactor "meltdown" a catastrophic event?
*

Not necessarily. Nuclear reactors are built with redundant safety systems. Even if the fuel in the
reactor melts, the reactor's containment systems are designed to prevent the spread of
radioactivity into the environment. Should an event like this occur, containing the radioactive
materials could actually be considered a "success" given the scale of the natural disaster.

What is the ANS doing?
ANS has reached out to be Japanese Nuclear Energy Society to offer technical assistance.
ANS has established an incident communications response team.
This team has compiling relevant news reports and other publicly available information on the ANS blog,
which can be found at ansnuclearcafe.org.
The team is also fielding media inquiries and providing reporters with background information and
technical perspective as the events unfold.
Finally, the ANS is collecting information from publicly available sources, our sources in government
agencies, and our sources on the ground in Japan, to better understand the extent and impact of the
incident. A speculative analysis of the possible sequence of events is attached.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:38 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
heads up/guidance on B-roll

I have prepared some NRC Operations Center B-roll of folks doing the usual consulting with one another with
video monitors in the background. I wanted to make you aware that this is available and I have had requests
for it. I would like to ship it out, but thought we'd check with y'all before it goes out the door.
Also, mea culpa on the press release on our two members of the USAID team. Meant to coordinate that with
you guys but it got past us.
Eliot Brenner
NRC Public Affairs
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From: Patti Pace [mailtoi

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:33 PM
Harrington, Holly
FW: Public Blog - Automatically Generated Links

(b)(6)

Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:31 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Public Blog - Automatically Generated Links

Hi Eliot,
Please excuse the email from my personal address, hard to write this all on my blackberry. I was just on the
NRC public blog site and on the post titled, "NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulators" there is a
section at the bottom of the post suggeting: "Possibly Related Posts (Automatically Generated)" with links to
three outside sites, two of which are anti-nuclear. This section does not appear on any of the other earthquake
related posts, so I am thinking maybe an option to include autogenerated related posts was selected in error for
this post rather than being disabled??? Thought I would bring this to your attention - I know you must have a
lot going on but we are probably getting a lot more traffic to our blog right now than normal and I am not sure
that you would want these links as part of the post. Here is a link to the NRC post that I am talking about.
http://p~ublic-blog.nrc-gateway.gov/2011/03/12/nrc-in-communication-with-iapanese-regulators/
Thanks!
Patti

I

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:16 PM
Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Loyd, Susan
an expected request

I finally got the first network request to shoot some B-roll in our ops center. While it would open the floodgates,
and we would have to move crews in and out of here that would require OPA staff help. The alternative is that I
can get AV to provide some B-roll. Catch is networks may not want it as a government handout.
Do you care if I bring some crews through here for a few minutes each?
It would give some clear demonstration of the NRC at work.
Eliot

eý L)1431<-1

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Lee, Jun
Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:32 PM
OPA Resource; WebContractor Resource; WebWork Resource
Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
RE: Press Release for Posting

Done.
From: OPA Resource
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Lee, Jun; WebContractor Resource; WebWork Resource
Cc: Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Press Release for Posting
Importance: High
Hi Jun,
Press release 11-045 is ready for immediate posting to the live web.
Thanks,

Brenda
Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
301415-8200
opa.resource(&nrc.gov

1

From:

McClain, Dylan <mcclaind@nytimes.com>

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:26 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Text of diagram

Eliot,

I'm still working on this. But can you check the language to see if it is okay?

Dylan McClain
The New York Times

The Nuclear Reactor, at a Glance
The nuclear reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station in Japan that was most severely damaged
by Friday's earthquake and tsunami was put into service 40 years ago. It is a boiling power reactor built by
General Electric. The schematic below is an accurate representation of the design, though the Japanese facility
may differ in some minor respects.
REACTOR
Contains radioactive fuel. Water is pumped into the reactor, where the heat turns it to steam.
TORUS
Donut shaped ring around the base of the reactor, which is usually half full of water. When too much steam
builds up in the reactor, it is released into the torus to relief pressure.
PRIMARY CONTAINMENT BUILDING
Made of steel and concrete, the walls are usually at least three feet thick and are designed to contain radiation if
it leaks out of the reactor.
SECONDARY CONTAINMENT BUILDING
Includes the primary containment building, the pool for spent fuel, a crane for moving fuel into and out of the
reactor.
CRANE
Moves fuel into and out of the reactor.
SPENT FUEL POOL
Spent fuel rods are often stored for a short time in pools of water within the facility.
1

WHAT CAN GO WRONG
The reactor can overheat if water is not continually circulated over the fuel rods. If that happens, the fuel may
melt and radioactive material can seep out of the reactor. The radiation can escape into the atmosphere if the
primary containment building is also compromised.
If too much pressure builds up in the reactor and cannot be vented into the torus, it can cause an explosion. This
may have happened in Japan.

Dylan McClain
The New York Times

End-----of Forwarded Message

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:16 PM
PETERSON, Scott
RE: Press release...letter is on his website

Yeah, never misses an opportunity to get in front of a headline. He also asked us for a list of Mk 1 BWRs and we told his
staff to look it up in the information digest.
---- Original Message ----From: PETERSON, Scott [mailto:jsp@nei.org]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:14 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Subject: FW: Press release...letter is on his website
I'm sure you've seen this...
---- Original Message---From: FLINT, Alex
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:06 PM
To: FERTEL, Marvin; MYERS, Richard; PETERSON, Scott; PIETRANGELO, Tony; WALTERS, Doug; GINSBERG, Ellen
Subject: Fw: Press release...letter is on his website

---- Original Message ----From: SIMONE, Hannah
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:59 AM
To: FLINT, Alex
Subject: Press release...letter is on his website
March 11, 2011: Markey Queries NRC on Seismic Safety of Nuclear Reactors in Wake of Japan Earthquake
Lawmaker also cites seismic safety concerns associated with pending approval of Westinghouse AP1000 nuclear reactor
design
WASHINGTON, D.C. -Today, Congressman Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), a senior member of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, sent a letter to Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Chairman Greg Jaczko requesting
additional information on the potential impacts of today's massive earthquake on Japan's nuclear facilities as well as any
implications for America's domestic nuclear industry. Japan has declared an "atomic power emergency" and at least one
nuclear power plant the U.S. has declared an 'unusual event' because of the tsunami warnings that have been issued.
"This disaster serves to highlight both the fragility of nuclear power plants and the potential consequences associated
with a radiological release caused by earthquake-related damage," wrote Rep. Markey to Chairman Jaczko. "We must
ensure that America's nuclear power plants can withstand a catastrophic event and abide by the absolute highest
standards for safety."
Earlier this week, Rep. Markey wrote to Chairman Jaczko urging the NRC not to approve Westinghouse's design for a
new nuclear reactor design, known as the AP1000, until serious safety concerns have been addressed. Rep. Markey's

1o

letter referenced concerns raised by one of the Commission's most long-serving staff that there is a risk that an
earthquake at the AP1000 could result in a catastrophic core meltdown.
"If the NRC approves the AP1000, then it may have widespread use throughout the United States, making questions
about its safety of crucial national importance," said Rep. Markey earlier this week. "Taxpayer dollars should not be
spent on reactors that could be at risk of suffering a catastrophic core meltdown in the event of an aircraft strike or a
major earthquake."
Rep. Markey's letter to the NRC can be found here...
This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The information is
intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other person is not authorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, you have received this communication in error, and any review, use, disclosure, copying or
distribution of the contents of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission
in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic mail and permanently delete the original
message.
IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we
inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written
to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.
Sent through mail.messaging.microsoft.com

2

From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:03 PM
McClain, Dylan
RE: Attached Image

Good soures! I'll run them past our pocket protectors and see what they can make of it. Meanwhile, I have a
BWR engineer who can talk to you totally off the record to help with the drawing. We can call at 230p if you
want.
From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:31 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: FW: Attached Image
The attached document shows radiation readings, though I am not sure exactly where and when they were taken, only that
there are from somewhere in or around the plant.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:58 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

3 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Nuclear plant explosion raises concerns
WWLP 22News
But the Nuclear Regulatory Commission just announced the Vermont Yankee license will be renewed for another 20 years.This still
scares many long time residents. Larry Burdick of Winchester said, "I mean let's face it, you're crazy, that's like holding ...
See all stories on this tonic )

World's worst nuclear accidents
CBS News
However, the other casualty was the nuclear energy industry itself. The accident stirred public protest and subsequently led the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to tighten its regulatory oversight over the industry. It also contributed to a freeze in...
See all stories on this topic >»

Meltdown: The Japanese Earthquake and Fukushima Reactors
Huffington Post (blog)
For instance, in California it may become impossible for the owners of the San Onofre and Diablo Canyon reactors to extend their
operating licenses with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The quake is also likely to further deflate the "nuclear ...
See all stories on this topic»

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manaae your alerts.
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Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:53 PM
Dougan, Thomas D CIV SEA 08 NR
RE: PA response

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom: we will do our damndest to get your email on the next communication so we carry it forward. Not sure about you
guys but we're working in a place where it's hard to construct an email list to use repeatedly.
Original
----Message -----

From: Dougan, Thomas D CIV SEA 08 NR [mailtol

(b)(6)

Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:40 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: PA response
Eliot,
I work for the Naval Reactors public affairs. I spoke with Dan Leistikow, who forwarded the Q and A that you prepared
earlier. I am working on public affairs guidance for the Naval nuclear side of the house and I would like to be aware of
what the NRC is preparing. If possible, could you keep me on copy for any public affairs guidance that you send out for
situational awareness. Also, if any questions come in about Naval nuclear assets, you can send them my way. We are
working on our PAG here and I will keep you in the loop as well.
Thanks.

Tom Dougan
Naval Reactors
Public Affairs
W - 202 781 6172
C-1

(b)(6)
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From:.
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:44 PM
Hayden, Elizabeth
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Navy Reactors called
image0O1.gif

OMG it is wrong on the yellow card will make corrections everywhere. Ivonne
Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

1 (301) 415-8205
M1 ivonne.courel@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htff://www.nrc.gov/readlna-rm/photo-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
htto://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/sr1350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Cc: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Navy Reactors called
Our number here is 816-5107.
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:35 PM
To: Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth
Subject: Navy Reactors called
He wants to discuss talking points and Q/A wants to share expert information gave the 816 5187 number to
call direct
Tom Dougan
Navy Reactors
Phone 202-781-6172
I don't know why I'm having trouble transferring phone calls

Ivonne L. Couret

Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

fnrw1
irWRM.f byfy1 y
•

(301) 415-8205

•-'] ivonne.couret@nrc.aov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/photo-callerm/2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
httD://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
hffp://Portal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloc/default.aspx

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:11 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Tech briefer for staffing tomorrow

When thinking about staffing tomorrow, consider that Rob Taylor is willing to come in and help us. He is useful for
writing talking points, etc. (if needed)

1

S13tý/
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:10 PM
Shapiro, Nicholas S.
RE: NRC Q&A
boardfile.docx

From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailtol
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:10 PM
To:. Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: NRC Q&A

(b)(6)

Yes please. Thanks!

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Sent: Sat Mar 12 13:07:53 2011
Subject: RE: NRC Q&A
I sent it as a PDF. Do you want it as a Word document?
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:1
(b)(6)
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:04 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; 'hammerma@state.gov'; Jensen, Robert R.;
'Matthew.Chandler@dhs.gov'; Stevens, Clark; 'brent.colburn@dhs.gov'; 'jeff.karonis@dhs.gov'; Harrington, Holly; Rhodes,
Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; 'Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov'; 'Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov'; Reynolds, Tom;
'Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov'
Subject: Re: NRC Q&A
Thanks, yes please keep close hold and this is not final, this is just a draft.

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Vietor, Tommy; Smith, Sean; Brenner, Eliot <Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>; 'hammerma@state.gov'
<hammerma@state.gov>; Jensen, Robert R.; 'matthew.chandler@dhs.gov' <matthew.chandler@dhs.gov>; Shapiro,
Nicholas S.; Stevens, Clark; 'Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov' <Brent.Colburn@dhs.gov>; 'Jeff. Karonis@DHS.GOV'
<Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV>; Harrington, Holly <Holly.Harrington@nrc.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Turner, Shawn; Mueller,
Stephanie <Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov>; LaVera, Damien <Damien. LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov>; Reynolds, Tom;
Leistikow, Dan <Dan. Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 13:01:43 2011
Subject: NRC Q&A
Is attached. This is to be kept within the Federal family at the moment per direction of our chairman and is
provided for your information only. Consider it OUO for the moment. Thanks.
Eliot Brenner
NRC Public Affairs

1

ebulýý

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:09 PM
McClain, Dylan
RE: Radiation levels

Still can't go there right now but .... Send me some of what you have and let me run it past someone here and
see what kind of reaction I get.
From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Radiation levels
I understand. We actually have numbers from Japan. We just need someone to interpret the numbers for us...
Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(&nrc.gov>

Date: Sat, 12 Mar 2011 12:48:32 -0500
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind(dnytimes.com>
Subject: RE: Radiation levels
We can't touch that subject - at least for now -- since we don't know what the Japanese levels are

From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind(&,nVtimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:48 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Radiation levels
Do you know of someone who could answer a few quick questions about radiation levels?

Dylan McClain
The New York Times

I

(ýU/ 6ý5--

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:49 PM
LaVera, Damien; Leistikow, Dan; Reynolds, Tom
Mueller, Stephanie
RE: cna you pass a message to the labs

techies
From: LaVera, Damien [mailto: Damien.LaVera@nnsa.doe.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:49 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Leistikow, Dan; Reynolds, Tom
Cc: Mueller, Stephanie
Subject: RE: cna you pass a message to the labs
(b)(5)

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:43 PM
To: Leistikow, Dan; Reynolds, Tom
Cc: Mueller, Stephanie; LaVera, Damien
Subject: cna you pass a message to the labs

(b)(5)

Eliot Brenner

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:36 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: I'm here and at my desk. If you want me at the op Center let me know

ok
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:35 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Subject: RE: I'm here and at my desk. If you want me at the op Center let me know
I want you over here writing in a little bit. I want to consult with beth, then shift Ivonne back to the office.
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:34 PM
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Bumell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne
Subject: I'm here and at my desk. If you want me at the op Center let me know

I

<ýL/4ýq

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:34 PM
rich.gardella@nbcuni.com
NRC contacts

Rich: you can reach NRC public affairs 24hours a day at 301-415-8200. It's going to be staffed generally 7a-7p
but we will check the answering machine regularly.
Eliot Brenner
Director
Office of public affairs

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:08 PM
McIntyre, David
RE: staffing

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Check it every now and then. Have fun.
Original
----Message ----From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:07 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: staffing
OK - I'm heading to[

(b)(i)

and I have my BB with me.

D
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:22 AM
To: McIntyre, David
Cc: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: staffing
No. I think we are in good shape. Beth is enroute and holly should be here soon.1
on the way. Be prepared to relive scott in the morning
Original
----Message ----From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:21 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: staffing
Eliot - how's it going today? Will you be needing me?
Dave

(b)(6)

reinforcements are

From:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:06 PM
McClain, Dylan
RE: mk 1 bwr PDF

I'll look for someone but I'd rather initiate the call.
From: McClain, Dylan [mailto:mcclaind@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:55 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: mk 1 bwr PDF
Thank you. If you have the name/number/contact information of an engineer, I think that is the only other thing that we
need...
Really appreciate all your help.
Dylan McClain
The New York Times

From: "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brennerlnrc.gov>
Date: Sat, 12 Mar 2011 11:51:51 -0500
To: Dylan McClain <mcclaind~a~nvtimes.com>
Cc: "Wald, Matthew" <mattwald(vnytimes.com>
Subject: mk I bwr PDF

1

4

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PETERSON, Scott <jsp@nei.org>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:00 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
FW: NucNet Japan Update / Brief No. 56 / 12 March 2011

FYI.
----Original Message ----From: outmail@ [mailto:worldnuclear.org outmail@worldnuclear.org]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:21 AM
To: PETERSON, Scott
Subject: NucNet Japan Update / Brief No. 56 / 12 March 2011
THE NUCLEAR COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK
Japan Update / Brief No. 56 / 12 March 2011
Radiation Leak At Fukushima-Daiichi Rated INES Level 4
12 Mar (NucNet): Radioactivity at the boundary of the Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear power plant in northern Japan has
exceeded statutory limits and the incident has been rated as level 4 on the International Atomic Energy Agency'
International Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale (INES).*
The Japanese authorities did not give any radiation measurements in their INES report to the IAEA, but plant operator
Tokyo Electric Power Co.
(Tepco) said earlier that radiation levels next to unit l's machine building had increased from 0.07 millisieverts per hour
(mSv/hr) to 6.7 mSv/h and around the buildings measurements have shown an increase from 0.7 mSv to 5.3 mSv.
Normal background radiation levels would be 0.07 mSv/hr.
Tepco confirmed that it has successfully vented the containment of unit I at Fukushima-Daiichi and was preparing to
vent units 2 and 3, which also shut down automatically when the 8.9-magnitude earthquake hit yesterday.
Venting is designed to reduce pressure in the containment. It is not yet known why the pressure increased.
Noriyuki Shikata, deputy cabinet secretary for public relations and director of global communications at the prime
minister's office, said Tepco's efforts to depressurise unit l's containment was successful.
"Additional measures are now being taken tonight using sea water and boric acid," he said, commenting on methods
being used to cool the plant's reactors and containments.
He said an explosion earlier today at the plant was caused by accumulated hydrogen combined with oxygen in the space
between containment and outer structure. He said there was no damage to the containment.
* The International Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale
The International Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale (INES) was developed by the IAEA and the OECD in 1990 to better
communicate and standardise the reporting of nuclear incidents or accidents to the public.
INES explains the significance of events from a range of activities, including industrial and medical use of radiation
sources, operations at nuclear facilities and transport of radioactive material.

Events are classified on the scale at seven levels: Levels 1-3 are called "incidents" and Levels 4-7 "accidents". The scale is
designed so that the severity of an event is about 10 times greater for each increase in level on the scale. Events without
safety significance are called "deviations"
and are classified Below Scale / Level 0.
Chernobyl rated as 7 (Major Accident) on the scale and Three Mile Island rated 5 (Accident with Wider Consequences).
7 Major Accident
6 Serious Accident
5 Accident With Wider Consequences
4 Accident with Local Consequences
3 Serious Incident
2 Incident
1 Anomaly
0 Below Scale/No Safety Significance
>Related reports in the NucNet database (available to subscribers)
Japanese Safety Agency Reports 'No Incidents So Far' Following Quake (News in Brief No. 50, 11 March 2011)
Tepco Confirms Venting Of Unit 1, 'Reactor Not Affected' By Explosion (News in Brief No. 55, 12 March 2011)
The NucNet database contains more than 15,000 reports published since 1991. To subscribe or ask for any further
information email info@worldnuclear.org
Source: NucNet
Editor: david.dalton@worldnuclear.org

(c) Copyright by NucNet. Reproduction or redistribution in any electronic form whatsoever strictly prohibited unless
expressly authorised by NucNet Central Office. Fax +32-2-502-3902. Tel. +32-2-505-3055. E-mail
<info@worldnuclear.org> Internet http://www.worldnuclear.org/

This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The information is
intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other person is not authorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, you have received this communication in error, and any review, use, disclosure, copying or
distribution of the contents of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission
in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic mail and permanently delete the original
message.
IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we
inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written
to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.
Sent through mail.messaging.microsoft.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wald, Matthew <mattwald@nytimes.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:57 AM
Brenner, Eliot; McClain, Dylan
RE: mk 1 bwr PDF

Eliot, I see you trimmed out the Japanese captions. ,-)
Thanks very much.

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:52 AM
To: McClain, Dylan
Cc: Wald, Matthew
Subject: mk 1 bwr PDF

O1/6 §ý-ý

From:

Sent
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:52 AM
mcclaind@nytimes.com
Wald, Matthew
mk 1 bwr PDF
BWR Containment Bldg.pdf

1

Typical BWR Mark I Containment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sheron, Brian
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:50 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Press Release: NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulations

(b)(6)

]

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:47 AM
To: Sheron, Brian
Subject: RE: Press Release: NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulations
I

(b)(5)

Original
-----Message -----

From: Sheron, Brian
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: FW: Press Release: NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulations

(b)(5)

From: OPA Resource
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Ash, Darren; Barkley, Richard; Batkin, Joshua; Bell, Hubert; Belmore, Nancy; Bergman, Thomas; Bollwerk, Paul;
Bonaccorso, Amy; Borchardt, Bill; Bozin, Sunny; Brenner, Eliot; Brock, Terry; Brown, Boris; Bubar, Patrice; Burnell, Scott;
Burns, Stephen; Carpenter, Cynthia; Chandrathil, Prema; Clark, Theresa; Collins, Elmo; Couret, Ivonne; Crawford, Carrie;
Cutler, Iris; Dacus, Eugene; Dapas, Marc; Davis, Roger; Dean, Bill; Decker, David; Dricks, Victor; Droggitis, Spiros; Flory,
Shirley; Franovich, Mike; Gibbs, Catina; Haney, Catherine; Hannah, Roger; Harbuck, Craig; Harrington, Holly; Hasan,
Nasreen; Hayden, Elizabeth; Holahan, Gary; Holahan, Patricia; Holian, Brian; Jacobssen, Patricia; Jaczko, Gregory;
Jasinski, Robert; Jenkins, Verlyn; Johnson, Michael; Jones, Andrea; Kock, Andrea; Kotzalas, Margie; Ledford, Joey; Lee,
Samson; Leeds, Eric; Lepre, Janet; Lew, David; Lewis, Antoinette; Loyd, Susan; Magwood, William; McCrary, Cheryl;
McGrady-Finneran, Patricia; McIntyre, David; Mensah, Tanya; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Monninger, John; Montes, David; Nieh,
Ho; Ordaz, Vonna; Ostendorff, William; Owen, Lucy; Powell, Amy; Quesenberry, Jeannette; Reddick, Darani; Regan,
Christopher; Reyes, Luis; Riddick, Nicole; RidsSecyMailCenter Resource; Riley (OCA), Timothy; Rohrer, Shirley; Samuel,
Olive; Satorius, Mark; Schaaf, Robert; Schmidt, Rebecca; Scott, Catherine; Screnci, Diane; Shaffer, Vered; Shane, Raeann;
Sharkey, Jeffry; Sheehan, Neil; Sheron, Brian; Siurano-Perez, Osiris; Steger (Tucci), Christine; Svinicki, Kristine; Tabatabai,
Omid; Tannenbaum, Anita; Taylor, Renee; Temp, WDM; Thomas, Ann; Uhle, Jennifer; Uselding, Lara; Vietti-Cook,
Annette; Virgilio, Martin; Virgilio, Rosetta; Walker-Smith, Antoinette; Weaver, Doug; Weber, Michael; Weil, Jenny;
Werner, Greg; Wiggins, Jim; Williams, Evelyn; Zimmerman, Roy; Zorn, Jason
Subject: Press Release: NRC in Communication with Japanese Regulations
Attached for immediate release and posting.
Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
301-415-8200

Bu1b5

4

opa.resource@nrc.gov

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:45 AM
Lee, Jun; OPA Resource; WebContractor Resource; WebWork Resource
Couret, Ivonne; Burnell, Scott
RE: Press Release Ready for Immediate Posting

You're hired!
From: Lee, Jun
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:38 AM
To: OPA Resource; WebContractor Resource; WebWork Resource
Cc: Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne; Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Press Release Ready for Immediate Posting
Press release has been posted and available on the http://www.nrc._qov
Jun

From: OPA Resource
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Lee, Jun; WebContractor Resource; WebWork Resource
Cc: Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne; Burnell, Scott
Subject: Press Release Ready for Immediate Posting
Importance: High
Jun,
Press release 11-044 is ready for immediate posting to the live web.
Thank you,
Brenda
Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
301-415-8200

opa.resource(&nrc.ov

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:44 AM
Wald, Matthew
RE: need cq nytimes number

I'm giving hima schematic of a mkl bwr ... totally under the table. Want a copy?
From: Wald, Matthew [mailto:mattwald@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:28 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: need cq nytimes number
Eliot,
212 556-7027, NOT 215.
Or Call 212-556-8844 and say "Dylan McLain."

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Wald, Matthew
Subject: need cq nytimes number
For dilon mcclean (not sure of first name) number I was given looks strange. 215-556-7027.
Thanks.
Nothing new here, but I did start using our external blog as a communications tool. How

1

2 1 st

century of me!

$ U/7(ý-

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Loyd, Susan
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:29 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne
CNN

Now having a discussion on cesium. What is it and what does it mean? Plant still struggling to get control, they say.

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

F

(b)(6)

Olsen, Mary <Mary.Olsen@dhs.gov>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:29 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: NRC Public Affairs Contact

From:
Sent
To:
Subject:

Sorry--Thanks for clarifying!
Sent using BlackBerry

From: prvs=0451499e2=Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov <prvs=0451499e2=Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Olsen, Mary <Mary.Olsen@dhs.gov>; Racusen, Rachel <Rachel.Racusen@dhs.gov>; Carroll, Bradley
<Bradley.Carroll@dhs.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:16:19 2011
Subject: RE: NRC Public Affairs Contact

(b)(5)

Thanks.
Eliot
From: Olsen, Mary [mailto:Mary.Olsen@dhs.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:55 AM
To: Racusen, Rachel; Carroll, Bradley; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: NRC Public Affairs Contact

Eliot--nice talking to you. I'm including Rachel Racusen, our Director of PA, and Press Secretary Brad Carroll, on this email.

Here is Eliot's info:
El iot.Brenner(,nrc.gov
Celli

(b)(6)

PA Office (phone is being staffed): 301-415-8200
Thanks,
Mary
Sent---using--B-......e..y

Sent using BlackBerry
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From:

Loyd, Susan

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:25 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Cnn

Whoops. Sounds a little schizoid to me! Whatever gets you through...

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd
(b)(6)

Original
-----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sat Mar 12 11:18:10 2011
Subject: RE: Cnn
(b)(6)

Original
-----Message ----From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:18 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Cnn
(b)(6)

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

F

(b)(6)

Original
-----MessageFrom: Brenner, Eliot
To: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sat Mar 12 11:10:46 2011
Subject: RE: Cnn

Thanks.

(b)(6)

Original
-----Message ----From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne
Subject: Cnn
CNN. 11:05

11

S

(I will use their terminology) Reports that Fukushima plant evacuation zone has been doubled. Getting ready to
distribute iodine tablets. Explosion was not reactor but the outside cement casing. Radiation levels outside plant are
decreasing. Three plant workers have been exposed to radiation.

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd
(b)(6)

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:17 AM
Hayden, Elizabeth
RE: media monitoring

(b)(5)

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: media monitoring
Have we heard what NISA is doing?

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Couret, Ivonne; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly; Akstulewicz, Brenda
Sent: Sat Mar 12 09:10:28 2011
Subject: media monitoring

(b)(5)

If you get calls, you can say it is not yet clear what exploded and refer callers to whatever the Japanese
government or Tepco is saying.
Brenda - I need scott back over the OPS center pronto.

eliot

es t)/6 6o

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:16 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

3 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Blogs

Fmr NRC Commissioner: Evacuations Indicate Fukushima Seriousness...
By Peter Bradford

An early tipoff that Japanese authorities felt that events at Fukushima were very serious was the ordering of an evacuation within a
couple of hours of the earthquake.
The Enermy Collective - http://theeneryvcollective.comn/

US nuclear regulator OKs Vermont Yankee extension
By Warwick Pipe
The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has said that it will renew the operating licence for the Vermont Yankee nuclear
power plant for a further 20 years, although the regulator does not have the final say in the plant's future ...
World Nuclear News - http://%ww.worid-nuclear-news.org!

Michigan lawmakers want federal action on nuclear waste I Great...
By Capital News Service
A pending House resolution urges the U.S. Department of Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to begin accepting waste
at the Yucca Mountain repository, which was supposed to open in 1998. That hasn't happened because opponents ...
Great Lakes Echo - http:/!/greatlakesecho.orei

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manace your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PETERSON, Scott <jsp@nei.org>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:57 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: consulting

1130?
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 07:43 AM
To: PETERSON, Scott
Subject: consulting
You available to talk?

Ef
FOLLOW US ON

An official energy sponsor of the Washington Capitals
This electronic message transmissioncontains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. The information is intendedsolely for the use of the addressee andits ase by any
otherperson is not authorized.If you are not the intended recipient,you have received this communication in error, and any review. use. disclosure,copying ordistributionof the
contents of this communication is strictlyprohibited.If y)u have received this electronic transmission in error,please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic
mail andpermanentlydelete the originalmessage. IRS Circular230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS and othertaringauthorities, we
injbrm you that any tar advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intendedor written to be used. and cannot be used,for thepurpose of(i)
avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii)promoting, marketing orrecommending to anotherparty any transactionor matter addressed herein.

Sent through mail.messaging.microsoft.corn

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:40 AM
Loyd, Susan; Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
RE: news release UPDATE

(b)(5)

From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:38 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Subject: Re: news release UPDATE
(b)(5)

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

(b)(6)

I

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sat Mar 12 10:32:45 2011
Subject: news release UPDATE

(b)(5)

Eliot

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:37 AM
Burnell, Scott
link

http://www. nrc.gov/reactors/bwrs.html

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:28 AM
Harrison, Tom; Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Request for souirce on emergency response or BWR operations

Tom;
I would imagine you're not on a real tight deadline? Can't respond just at the moment.
Original
----Message ----From: Harrison, Tom [mailto:TomHarrison@platts.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:25 AM
To: Burnell, Scott; Harrington, Holly; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Request for souirce on emergency response or BWR operations
Hey, folks. Sorry to bother you on the weekend.
We're having difficulty getting information out of Japan due to the time difference and language barriers.
Can you find someone at the agency for us today who would be able to talk generically about the logistics of cooling fuel
in the absence of powered systems or EDGs, particularly with BWRs, timelines if cooling is not available, consequences in
case a single rod is uncovered, etc.
Thanks for you help.

My cell is

(b)(6)

Tom Harrison
Chief editor
McGraw-Hill/Platts Nuclear Publications
1200 G St. NW
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20005
202-383-2165
tom harrison@platts.com

The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient, and may be a confidential attorney-client
communication or may otherwise be privileged and confidential and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended
recipient, please be aware that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and deleting it from your
computer. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. reserves the right, subject to applicable local law, to monitor and review the
content of any electronic message or information sent to or from McGraw-Hill employee e-mail addresses without
informing the sender or recipient of the message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:21 AM
Miller, Mark; Hudson, Jody; Chernoff, Margaret
Cohen, Miriam; Tracy, Glenn; Rutledge, Steven
RE: URGENT- NEI Request

Cool.
Original
----Message ----From: Miller, Mark
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:14 AM
To: Hudson, Jody; Chernoff, Margaret
Cc: Cohen, Miriam; Tracy, Glenn; Brenner, Eliot; Rutledge, Steven
Subject: RE: URGENT- NEI Request
Importance: High
All,
Spoke with Glenn on this, and we will be standing by for any requests coming out of OPA, which we see as having the
lead on such requests.
In the meantime, there are a couple of easily digestible BWR graphics on the public website, one at:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/basic-ref/students/animated-bwr.html

(animated from an operational standpoint)

and the other at:
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/bwrs.html
Given the events of this morning, it's unfortunate that neither graphic distinguishes between the reactor building (the
apparent victim of the explosion) and the containment (which, according to press is still intact to greater or lesser
degrees); nonetheless, these graphics are available with narrative explanations on the external website.
TTC is available for any customized presentation material that maybe desired, and we will be taking our lead from OPA.
Please contact me directly via BB if I can answer any questions.
Mark

Mark S. Miller
Deputy Associate Director for Human Resource Training and Development Director, Technical Training Center USNRC
Office of Human Resources
423.855.6501
F (b)(15)

J(C)

mark.miller@nrc.gov

From: Hudson, Jody
1ul

Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:16 AM
To: Miller, Mark; Chernoff, Margaret
Cc: Cohen, Miriam; Tracy, Glenn; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: URGENT- NEI Request
Mark and Margaret,
I received a call from a contact (Elizabeth McAndrew-Benavides) at NEI. She wanted to give me a heads up that a formal
request from NEI may be forthcoming to NRC for a video or other kind of a basic simulation that shows how a BWR
works. The driver is media interest resulting from the quake in Japan and fears of damage to the nuclear power plants
located there. NEI has been getting numerous calls from the media around the country for a video, simulation, etc...
that they could air to the public. I don't want us to release anything unless and until the request comes through
appropriate NRC channels, but I thought it prudent to do a quick scan on whether you are aware of any materials
suitable for this purpose. Please advise soonest.

Jody Hudson
Chief Learning Officer
Human Resources Training & Development
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mailstop: GW-4A18
301-492-2362
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From:
Sent:
To:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:13 AM
(b)(6)

Jeff.Karonis@DHS.GOV;I

Dan.Leistikow@ hq.doe.gov;I
(b)(6)
S

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

(b)(6)
(b)(6)

brent.colburn@dhs.gov

(b)(6)
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly;I
10am NRC talking points and Q&A
03_11_QUAKE-talk pts6.docx; Chairman JaczkoQA4_earthquakeO3llll.docx

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:07 AM
Schmidt, Rebecca; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Latest talking points

Bossman's call...
From: Schmidt, Rebecca
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:06 AM
To: Burnell, Scott
Subject: RE: Latest talking points
So I can send this to the Hill-all approved?
From: Burnell, Scott
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:57 AM
To: Schmidt, Rebecca
Subject: Latest talking points
And on we go...

1
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:57 AM
Couret, Ivonne
FW: BWR drawing pdfs (2 of 2)
BWR Containment Bldg.pdf; BWR Rx Vessel.pdf; BWR Steam Supply.pdf; BWR Fuel
Assembly.pdf; BWR Fuel Assembly 2.pdf; BWR Containment Bldg 2.pdf

From: Kowalczik, Jeffrey
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:02 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Harrington, Holly; Burnell, Scott
Subject: BWR drawing pdfs (2 of 2)
As requested.

I13v/ gK 1

Sr";uppresslon
Vent Line --J
Vent Haer

Downcomer
(Typical of 96)

Chamber
(W....
ECCS Ring
Header

Typical BWR Mark I Containment

Typical BWR
Fuel
Assemblies
1.TOP FUEL GUIDE
2.CHANNEL
FASTENER
3.UPPER TIE
PLATE
4.EXPANSION
SPRING
5LOCKiNG TAB
6.CHANNEL
7.CONTROL ROD
8.FUEL ROD
9.SPACER
SO.CORE PLATE
ASSEMBLY
11LOWER
TIE PLATE
12.FUEL SUPPORT
PIECE
13,FUEL PELLETS
14.END PLUG
15CHANNEL
SPACER
16, PLENUM
SPRING

Typical BWR
Fuel Assemblies
1.TOP FUEL GUIDE
2.CHANNEL
FASTENER
3.UPPER TIE
PLATE
4.EXPANSION
SPRING
5.LOCKING TAB
6.CHANNEL
7,CONTROL ROD
8.FUEL ROD
9.SPACER
IOCORE PLATE
ASSEMBLY
11.LOWER
TIE PLATE
12.FUEL SUPPORT
PIECE
13.FUEL PELLETS
14.END PLUG
15.CHANNEL
SPACER
16.PLENUM
SPRING

Typical General Electric
Boiling Water Reactor

kW*A

..~4NI4A~!vO
"kliwvkl•
LVAC•
W•

HOD10
VkMkL

,,

Ila DMJMuLY
tlw ItAk 600A
KAAýMRT
A"JA *44

-4w
HpuW~qm
--

mM•
VRMU
4q.;,Mý MTI -

Pa'IuR#'

qAusw.
-

-

-I- lopýýDi

P194*w
F.QQ,
PW 44 JrpV,4Lvuow-

K4ý.Ilguvw
ASH*'

X po MgtVA AN
*m FýJKiolol
mmok,

-

ANoo

Kw sto

,fwxmi

M WOMiioA
oiipu~mi

MWX10W1-IP
MMMOW

4oO*I

I

BWRI3
Nuclear Steam
Supply System
Steam Dryer
Moisture Separators
Reactor Core
Jet Pump
Jet Pump Manifold
Steam Lines
Feedwater Lines
Safety Valves o
Feedwater Check Valves
Feedwater Inlet Valves

Steam Isolation Valves
Recirculation Pump

Spray Header
B
Vent Line -Vent Header
Spherical Junction
•,n, a-IoAar
vuil I I

Serv. Lne

_

U6RI

"obrsiDrywaI -\
Vacuo Breaker Header

Catwalk

Sm.~ Discharge

-Li~no
Downcomer

Serv. ine

Log ('yp,)

Support Beam

Dwoncomer/

~

Vent Header
Stiffenar

Vent Header
Deflctor

ThemIl
T-Quencher

*V.

Quencher

Downcorner

Support Beom

Lateral Restraint

EC= WSucton
He*dr u~tn

ECCS Sudion Header

Reactor Building
Turbine Building

,.
Readýr

' Power
Grid

TEAM TURBINE

P, PA.RR

CERTIKOiR

GENERATOR

I

I

Boiling Water Reactor

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:41 AM
Jaczko, Gregory; Brenner, Eliot; Batkin, Joshua
Latest Talking Points
03_11_QUAKE talk pts6.docx

Vetted through ET
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Loyd, Susan
Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:17 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Couret, Ivonne; Batkin, Joshua
Msnbc

Steve kerekes fom nei was just talking on msnbc. Gave info on radiation doses and comparisons and what nrc considers
acceptable for workers etc.. Station reported that radiation levels around plant were down from where the has been.

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

E -

(b)(6)

1

"Bul4-7t

'I--

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:11 AM
Wald, Matthew
FW: Latest Kyodo News Story filed
imageOOl.gif

fyi
From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:06 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: Latest Kyodo News Story filed

Explosion did not occur at reactor: Japan gov't spokesman
TOKYO, March 12, Kyodo

Japanese authorities have confirmed there was an explosion at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant Saturday afternoon but it did
not occur at its troubled No. I reactor, top government spokesman Yukio Edano said.
The chief Cabinet secretary also told an urgent press conference that the operator, Tokyo Electric Power Co., has confirmed there is
no damage to the steel container housing the reactor.
Edano said the 3:36 p.m. explosion caused the roof and the walls of the building housing the reactor's container to be blown off. He
said there has been no serious damage to the steel container of the reactor.
The blast occurred as vapor from the container turned into hydrogen and mixed with outside oxygen, he added.
As a precaution, the authorities expanded from 10 kilometers to 20 km the radius of the area to be evacuated by residents living in the
vicinity of the Fukushima No. 1 and No. 2. plants.
The top government spokesman said Tokyo Electric Power has begun operations to fill the reactor with sea water and pour in boric
acid to prevent an occurrence of criticality, noting it may take several hours to inject water into the reactor. In addition, it will take about
10 days to fill the container with sea water, he said.
Officials of Japan's nuclear safety agency said there was no sign that radiation levels had jumped after the explosion.
The incident came after the plant lost its cooling functions after it was jolted by a magnitude 8.8 earthquake Friday and radioactive
cesium and iodine were detected near the facility Saturday.

The detection of the materials, which are created following atomic fission, led Japan's nuclear safety agency to admit the reactor had
partially melted - the first such case in Japan.
The melting temperature for pellets containing cesium, a nuclear fissile material, is around 2,800 Celsius degrees and its release
indicates the reactor has been significantly heated up.
A partial core meltdown also occurred in a major nuclear accident at Three Mile Island in the United States in 1979. About 45 percent
of nuclear fuels melted in the incident, leading radioactive materials to be released.
According to the Fukushima prefectural government, the hourly radiation from the Fukushima plant reached 1,015 micro sievert before
the explosion, an amount equivalent to that permissable for a person in one year.
Four workers -- two from the company and two others from another firm - were injured in the explosion, according to Tokyo Electric
Power. The four were working to deal with problems caused by a powerful earthquake that hit northeastern Japan on Friday, it said.
The company said the injuries the four have suffered are not life-threatening and that they are conscious.
Before the explosion, the operator of the quake-hit nuclear plants in Fukushima Prefecture, successfully released pressure in the
container of the No. 1 reactor to prevent a nuclear meltdown, the Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency said.
The depressurizing work involved the release of steam that includes radioactive materials. It is aimed at preventing the plants from
sustaining damage and losing their critical containment function, and the government has issued an unprecedented order to conduct it
at the Fukushima No. 1 and No. 2 plants.
The nuclear safety agency said as a result of reducing the containers pressure at the No. 1 plant, radioactive levels at the plant briefly
went up. It denied that the radiation amount will pose an immediate threat to the health of nearby residents, as wind was blowing
toward the sea in the Pacific coast town in northeastern Japan.
At the Fukushima plant, the amount of radiation reached around 1,000 times the normal level in the control room of the No. I reactor,
and 140 times the normal level near the main gate of the plant at one point. It was the first time an external radioactive leak had been
confirmed since the disaster.
==Kyodo

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

% (301) 415-8205
R lvonne.couret@nrc.qov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.aov/readlnca-rm/photo-aallerv/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
2

http://www.nrc.qov/readina-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl 350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
httio://Portal.nrc.qov/OCM/opa/bloa/default.aspx

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.
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From:

Couret, fvonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:02 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: USAF denies sending "coolant" to Japan
imageOal.gif

Thanks!
Holly is following-up on NRC blog comments on this matter. Note she is online via personal email address (b)(6)

Ivonne

Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

kUIR
s C
23 (301) 415-8205
H Ivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htt.://www.nrc.gov/readlng-rm/Dhoto-allerfy/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc- colle ctions/nureqs/staff /sr1 350/
NRC Employees can read Interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
htto://oortal.nrc.aov/OCM/ooa/bloa/default.asox

A

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:00 AM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: FW: USAF denies sending "coolant" to Japan

From: Burnell, Scott
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:55 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Subject: USAF denies sending "coolant" to Japan
FINALLY!!!

http://btogs.wsjicom/washwire/2011/03/11 /state-department-no-emergency-delivery-tojapanese-nucdear-ptant/
The US Air Force denies sending "cootant" to Japanese reactor.

1

13u

1

"Regarding the question of whether US Air Force delivered assistance to a nuclear plant in Japan,
I'm told that ultimately the Japanese Government handled the situation on its own," State
Department spokeswoman Julie Reside said in an email.
For its part, the Air Force said it had no indication that it had delivered coolant or any other
supplies to the stricken power plant."

2

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:59 AM
Brenner, Eliot
State Department Misquote on Coolant issue
imageOOl.gif

Can you direct me where I can find the correction for Clinton misquote?
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

- (301)415-8205
FYI ivonne.couret@nrc.qov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
http://www.nrc.aov/reading-rm/photo-gallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
htta://www.nrc.aov/readlna-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx

IRA. Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Loyd, Susan
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:58 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Q&A
imageOO0.png

Ok I'll be glad to do that.
Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:52:50 2011
Subject: RE: Q&A
We're hanging in there. If you felt like monitoring some of the news flow and shoot me an occasional message
that could free invonne for some other work. Short summary lines are helpful. FYI, ouro Q-andA goes to many
of things you have listed and I hope to be issuing an updated press release after talking with the chairman
later. I have posted a photo to the website of our team working overnight, ordered up AV-Photo staffing and a
few other things.
From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:49 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Fw: Q&A
Eliot:
See below. Let me know if I can be of help. I know you must be overloaded.
Susan
Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd
(b)(6)

From: Loyd, Susan
To: Hipschman, Thomas; Batkin, Joshua; Monninger, John; Coggins, Angela; Warren, Roberta; Pearson, Laura; Marshall,
Michael; Bradford, Anna
Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:46:51 2011
Subject: Re: Q&A
A couple of other, very direct questions that reporters may ask:
--Have you talked directly to your counterpart at the Japanese reglatory agency?
--Would US plants be able to withstand a 8.9 magnitude earthquake like the one in Japan?
--This earthquake was the largest in Japan's history. Why do we think that our regulatory requirements are adequate to
meet an earthquake or tsunami of historic scale?
--The tsunami reached many miles inland in Japan. It did not stop at what we normally think of as the coast. Are our
plants and facilities that are located further away from the coast still designed to be able to handle this type of gigantic
71

wave?
Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Susan Loyd

From: Hipschman, Thomas
To: Batkin, Joshua; Monninger, John; Coggins, Angela; Loyd, Susan; Warren, Roberta; Pearson, Laura; Marshall, Michael;
Bradford, Anna
Sent: Sat Mar 12 08:03:09 2011
Subject: RE: Q&A
You might want to address GI-199. This is the summary from RES. It addresses both reactors and fuel

facilities
And, there also should be a Q&A about the recently discovered shoreline fault near Diabo Canyon, and what

we are doing about it.
GI-199
Implications of Updated Probabilistic Seismic Hazard Estimates in Central and Eastern United States on Existing Plants
While reviewing new reactor applications and updating seismic hazard information from the U.S. Geological Survey, the staff identified that the
estimated seismic hazard levels at some current central and eastern U.S. (CEUS) nuclear sites may be higher than seismic hazard values used
in design and previous evaluations. GI-199 was opened to assess the implications of updated seismic data and methods on operating plants.
For the Safety/Risk Assessment, RES evaluated the effects of new seismic hazard data and methods on U.S. nuclear plants, and collaborated
with the Electric Power Research Institute to assure a sound technical approach. The Safety/Risk Assessment Panel Report ),was issued on
September 2, 2010. The panel recommended that further actions be taken to address GI-199 outside the GI Program. The issue was
transferred to NRR on September 2, 2010 for Regulatory Office Implementation. Information Notices were issued in September 2010, to
inform stakeholders of the issuance of the GI-199 Safety/Risk Assessment Report A-. Information Notice IN2010-18 Awas issued to nuclear
power plants and independent spent fuel storage installations (ISFSI); it stated that the NRC will follow the appropriate regulatory process to
request operating plants and ISFSIs to provide specific information relating to their facilities to enable the NRC staff to complete the Regulatory
Assessment where candidate backfits are identified and evaluated. Information Notice IN2010-19 I-was issued to fuel cycle facilities. NRR
plans to develop a Generic Letter to request needed data from power reactor licensees inthe Central and Eastem U.S.

From: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:07 AM
To: Monninger, John; Coggins, Angela; Loyd, Susan; Warren, Roberta; Pearson, Laura; Hipschman, Thomas; Marshall,
Michael; Bradford, Anna
Subject: FW: Q&A

From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 11:45 PM
To: Batkin, Joshua

Subject: FW: Q&A

From: LIA07 Hoc
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 10:57 PM
To: Harrington, Holly
Cc: Mroz (Sahm), Sara
Subject: Q&A
Here you go.
2

Questions and Answers for Chairman Jaczko
March 11,2011
Japan Earthquake/Tsunami Aftermath

1. What is the NRC doing about the emergencies at the nuclear power plants in Japan? Are
you sending staff over there?
Public Answer: We are closely following events in Japan, working with other agencies of the federal
government, and have been in direct contact with our counterparts in that country. In addition, we
are ready to provide assistance if there is a specific request.
We have identified individuals who could support response efforts in Japan if requested.
Additional technical, non-public information:
We are taking the knowledge that the staff has about the design of the US nuclear plants and we are
applying this knowledge to the Japan situation. For example, this includes calculations of severe
accident mitigation that have been performed.
2. Can this happen here i.e. an earthquake that significantly damages a nuclear power plant?
Are the Japanese plants similar to U.S. plants?
Public Answer: All U.S. nuclear power plants are built to withstand environmental hazards, including
earthquakes and tsunamis. Even those plants that are located outside of areas with extensive
seismic activity are designed for safety in the event of such a natural disaster. The NRC requires
that safety-significant structures, systems, and components be designed to take into account the
most severe natural phenomena historically reported for the site and surrounding area and then
goes further. Nuclear power plants are designed to be safe based on historical data from the area's
maximum credible earthquakes.
The Japanese facilities are similar in design to several US facilities.
Additional technical, non-public information:
The reactor design is a Boiling Water Reactor that is similar to some of the designs here in the US.
3. What would U.S. plants do in this situation?
Public Answer: The NRC requires plants to test their emergency preparedness capabilities on a
regular basis, and plant operators are very capable of responding to significant events. In addition,
NRC regulations require plants to have plans in place that would allow them to mitigate even "worst
case scenarios".
Since 9/11, we have implements requirements for licensees to have additional response capabilities
for extreme situations.
Additional technical, non-public information:
Our nuclear plants have procedures in place to address a variety of accident scenarios, including
abnormal operating procedures and emergency plans.

1

4. Are U.S. power plants designed to withstand tsunamis?
Public Answer: Yes. Plants are built to withstand a variety of environmental hazards and those
plants that might face a threat from tsunami are required to withstand large waves and the maximum
wave height at the intake structure (which varies by plant.)
Additional, technical, non-public information:
Tsunami have been considered in the design of US nuclear plants since the publication of
Regulatory Guide 1.59 in 1977. Nuclear plants are designed to withstand flooding from not only
tsunami, but also hurricane and storm surge. Currently the US NRC has a tsunami research
program that is focused on developing additional guidance through cooperation with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the United States Geological Survey.
5. Could the Japanese situation in the nuclear power plants there end up like Chernobyl?
Public Answer: We don't feel it appropriate for the NRC, which has no regulatory responsibility for
Japan's nuclear power plants, to make comments about what may or may not be happening or
happen there in the future. However, it's important to note that Japanese nuclear power plants are
built to fundamentally different designs than the Chernobyl facility way.
Additional, technical, non-public information:
Japanese nuclear power plants are built to a significant level of robustness where the Chernobyl
facility was definitely not. The design and reactor physics of Chernobyl plant are fundamentally
different from those of the Japanese plant. The reactor core is expected to be contained and
containment is a part of the design.
6. What happens whenlif a plant "melts down"?
Public Answer: In short, nuclear power plants in the United States are designed to be safe. To
prevent the release of radioactive material, there are multiple barriers between the radioactive
material and the environment, including the fuel cladding, the heavy steel reactor vessel itself and
the containment building, usually a heavily reinforced structure of concrete and steel several feet
thick.
Additional, technical, non-public information:
The melted core may melt through the bottom of the vessel and flow onto the concrete containment
floor. The core may melt through the containment liner and release radioactive material to the
environment.
7. Should people in Japan take KI?
Public Answer: The Japanese people should listen to the public authorities in Japan regarding
protective actions. KI - potassium iodide - is one of the protective measures that might be taken in
a radiological emergency in this country. We do not know if this measure is necessary or appropriate
in the Japanese situation.
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Additional, technical non-public information.
There are a range of protective measures that we use ... the most effective is evacuation.
Government officials are responsible for determining the best means to protect their public. KI is
another means for protection but evacuation is the primary means that is used.
8. Was there any damage to U.S. reactors from either the earthquake or the resulting
tsunami?
Public Answer: No
Additional, technical non-public information:
Diablo Canyon Units 1 and 2 declared an "unusual event" based on tsunami warning following the
Japanese earthquake. They have since exited the "unusual event" declaration, based on a
downgrade to a tsunami advisory.
9. Is there a risk that radiation from Japan will reach the U.S.?
Public Answer: The NRC is not in a position to make any statements in this regard. When and if the
time comes for concern, the question should be directed to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.
Additional, technical, non-public information:
We believe there is very low risk to the US considering the long distance from the US and the type of
event. We should not compare this event to Chernobyl.
10. Has this incident changed the NRC perception about earthquake risk?
Public Answer: As is prudent, the NRC will certainly be looking closely at this incident and the effects
on the Japanese nuclear power plant in the future to see if any changes are necessary to NRC
regulations.
Additional, technical, non-public information.
We expect that there would be lessons learned, etc.
11. Will this incident affect new reactor licensing?
Public Answer: It is not appropriate to hypothesize on such a future scenario at this point.
Additional, technical non-public information:
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:53 AM
(b)(6)

RE: Thought

Yes, and we may do that. Exploring all options now.
Original
---- Message---(b)(6)
From:FSent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:49 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Thought

UI

(b)(5)

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Couret, Ivonne
Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:24 AM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: media monitoring
imageOOl.gif

Currently most Japanese English news refers to explosion of building roof not reactor.. .will let you know
anything else. Ivonne
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

U (301) 415-8205
lvonne.courel@nrc.qov
Visit our onfline photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htto://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/ohoto-aaller,/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nureas/staff/sr1350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://portal.nrc.,ov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx

-

Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:09 AM
To: Couret, Ivonne
Subject: media monitoring
I would like you as you can to watch media websites, preferably some English language Japanese sites, and
see what pops up. This is very hard to follow.
eliot

I

From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:13 AM
Wald, Matthew
RE: I thought this was a steam explosion but

We've got a case of fog of war going on here. I've got engineers across the table saying hydrogen, no steam,
no hydrogen .. wanna take that out into the hall???

From: Wald, Matthew [mailto:mattwald@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:00 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: I thought this was a steam explosion but
Yes, off the record.
Generators are usually hydrogen-cooled. But reactors can generate hydrogen by splitting water molecules, or the
zirconium alloy clad can give it off if overheated, I believe.
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:58 AM
To: Wald, Matthew
Subject: RE: I thought this was a steam explosion but
(matt .. for now, I would hope we can consider these emails an off the record exchange.) Can't get a clear
sense of what it was from the pictures. Hydrogen would have come from the turbine building because the
turbines or generators are hydrogen cooled.

From: Wald, Matthew [mailto:mattwald@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:49 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: I thought this was a steam explosion but
It could have been a hydrogen explosion, I suppose.
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:48 AM
To: Wald, Matthew
Subject: RE: Eliot, you folsk learn anything from the Japanese this morning?
Zip.
From: Wald, Matthew [mailto:mattwald@nytimes.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:31 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Eliot, you folsk learn anything from the Japanese this morning?
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Matthew L. Wald
The New York Times
Washington Bureau
1627 Eye Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
202-862-0363
(b)(6)
cell:I
fax: 202-318-0057
http://www.nytimes.com/info/nuclear-energy/
twitter: mattwaldnyt
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From:

Couret, Ivonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:09 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Calling AM call from FOX dc no interview as well PIs Advise
image001.jpg; image002.gif

Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

SU

SNRN11C

• (301) 415-8205
Ivonne.couret@nrc.qov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
http://www.nrc.gov/readina-rm/photo-gallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.aov/readina-rm/doc- collecflons/nureas/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting Insight on the OPA Blog
http://Dortal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloa/default.asDx

p-• Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

From: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:59 AM
To. Couret, Ivonne
Subject: FW: I'm here - let me know ifyou need anything!

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:56 AM

To: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: RE: I'm here - let me know if you need anything!
Maybe tea later.
Ivonne should call and tell both those outlets we will not have anyone available for them
Scott is going to come over and close his eyes for about an hour or two. He will bring my tea travel cup to the
office. I have some lemon tea there. Two splena packets go into the carafe. Thanks for thinking of me.
Eliot
From: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:42 AM

19
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To: Brenner, Eliot

Subject: RE: I'm here - let me know if you need anything!
Can't sleep for you. but I can bring you sustenance or tea.
Two calls:
Shannon
MS NBC, NY
Wants someone at the top of the hour for updates from 7am-2pm
212-664-1450
Jennifer
Fox & Friends, NY
On air until 10 this am do we have someone they can interview (I believe phone will do)
212-601-2475
Question - Is Scott with you (in Ops Ctr?)? Do we have any other OPA staff here who might be w/you
b
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:17 AM
To: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: RE: I'm here - let me know if you need anything!
Sleep. And thanks for coming in.
From: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:05 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: I'm here - let me know ifyou need anything!

Brenda Akstulewicz
Administrative Assistant
Office of Public Affairs
301-415-8209
brenda.a.stuleudczfnrc.gov
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From:
Sent.
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jaczko, Gregory
Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:40 AM
Virgilio, Martin
Brenner, Eliot
FW: fyi - i am in forrestal

marty -- per my call in just a few minutes ago. please confirm whether we were aware of the referenced calls as soon as
possible and especially before 8:00 in case we need to weigh in on the need to accelerate the discussions particularly
with respect to media outreach.
thanks
From: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:18 AM
To: Borchardt, Bill
Cc: Dorman, Dan
Subject: FW: fyi - i am in forrestal
Bill/Dan -- updated information for you and can you please confirm for me that we are aware of the "DC" scheduled for
noon and the possiblity of it being moved up that is referenced at the beginning of this email.
Thanks
From: Connery, Joyce [Joyce.Connery@hq.doe.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:59 AM
To: Lyons, Peter; DAgostino, Thomas; Poneman, Daniel
Cc: Jaczko, Gregory
Subject: Re: fyi - i am in forrestal
Sorry--by "call", I meant "decision"
Btw--understand from the 4 am that 4 amcits are contaminated. Not sure Ruth is aware. They are refusing medical
treatment in Japan and want to return to US.
Not sure if CDC will allow them on the plane.
---- Original Message ----From: Lyons, Peter
To: Connery, Joyce; DAgostino, Thomas; Poneman, Daniel
Cc: 'Jaczko, Gregory' <Gregory.Jaczko@nrc.gov>
Sent: Sat Mar 12 06:55:02 2011
Subject: RE: fyi - i am in forrestal
Why don't I join you in your place for that call?
(b)(6)
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GE now has a 24/7 command center operational. They will not release phone number to center, keeping that line open
for comm with Japan, but I have cells of folks in command center if we need to reach them.
Greg - I presume your team knows of GE command center, but wanted to be sure.

---- Original Message ----From: Connery, Joyce
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:50 AM
To: Lyons, Peter; DAgostino, Thomas; Poneman, Daniel
Subject: Re: fyi - i am in forrestal
Am leaving shortly.
At 8 am wh is making a call to decide if they need to move the DC up (currently schedule for noon)
Original
----Message ----From: Lyons, Peter
To: Connery, Joyce; DAgostino, Thomas; Poneman, Daniel
Sent: Sat Mar 12 06:47:34 2011
Subject: fyi - i am in forrestal
Currently in office
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Burnell, Scott
Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:33 AM
Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Brenner, Eliot
Slight revisions
Chairman JaczkoQA3_earthquakeO3llll.docx

Further edits from the EDO.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Orders, William
Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:18 AM
Burnell, Scott; Franovich, Mike; Snodderly, Michael; Castleman, Patrick
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Latest Talking Points and Q8oA

Thanks Scott

From: Burnell, Scott
To: Franovich, Mike; Orders, William; Snodderly, Michael; Castleman, Patrick
Cc: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sat Mar 12 07:04:40 2011
Subject: Latest Talking Points and Q&A
Gentlemen;
Current guidance is that all media requests go through OPA and all intergovernmental inquiries go through the
Chairman's office. Thank you.
Scott
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:18 AM
Couret, Ivonne
RE: Emailing: P3120618.JPG

thanks
Original
----Message ----From: Couret, Ivonne
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:07 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot; webworks@nrc.gov
Cc: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: RE: Emailing: P3120618.JPG
Spoke with Sally Hardy she is making this go live as I type. Ivonne
Ivonne L. Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs
O (301) 415-8205
ivonne.couret@nrc.gov
Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your story!
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/photo-gallery!
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doccollections/nuregs/staff/srl350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog http://portal.nrc.gov/OCM/opa/blog/default.aspx

P Please consider the environmental impact before printing this email.

--.. Original Message---From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:37 AM
To: Couret, Ivonne; webworks@nrc.gov
Cc: Akstulewicz, Brenda
Subject: Emailing: P3120618.JPG
Would someone please get this picture posted immediately with the following caption
Senior NRC crisis managers confer overnight in the NRC Operations Center in Rockville, Md., monitoring the events at a
Japanese nuclear power complex in northeast Japan. The NRC is coordinating its response to the emergency with other
government agencies.
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The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
P3120618.JPG

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

2

Page 1 of 1

file://c:FoiaProj ect\FoiaPDFExport\PSTs\ELIOT BRENNER I \Emails\06595\00002.JPG

5/6/2013

From:

Couret, Ivonne

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 7:09 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Fox TV Media Presence Request
imageOOl.gif

Lorna from FOX news called looking to do a segment with NRC official on the current issues - Phone 202-3166593 called at 6:55a.m.
Ivonne L.Couret
Public Affairs Officer
Office of Public Affairs

2

EJ

(301) 415-8205
ivonne.couret@nrc.qov

Visit our online photo gallery. Incorporate graphics and photographs to tell your storyl
htth://www.nrc.aov/readinac-rm/photo--aallery/
2010-2011 Information Digest - Where you can find NRC Facts at a Glance
http://www.nrc.qov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr1350/
NRC Employees can read interesting insight on the OPA Blog
http://Portal.nrc.aov/OCM/opa/bloq/default.aspx
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:39 AM
AV-PHOTO Resource
Couret, Ivonne
crisis pictures

Need you guys to be working today to shoot pictures of the NRC in action, and perhaps shoot some video we
can get posted to YouTube if necessary.
Thanks.
Eliot Brenner/OPA

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Batkin, Joshua
Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:02 AM
Jaczko, Gregory; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Latest Talking Points

Yes sir - eliot, call me at

(b)(6)

?

From: ]aczko, Gregory
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 6:01 AM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Batkin, Joshua
Subject: Fw: Latest Talking Points
(b)(5)

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Sat Mar 12 05:59:03 2011
Subject: RE: Latest Talking Points
(b)(5)

From: Jaczko, Gregory
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:56 AM
To: Bumell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Latest Talking Points
(b)(5)

From: Burnell, Scott
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sat Mar 12 05:46:42 2011
Subject: Latest Talking Points

Chairman Jaczko;
Here are the latest talking points. Updated Q&A should follow soon.
Scott Burnell

e--71'
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From:

Brenner, Efiot

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, March 12, 2011 5:14 AM
'mattwald@nytimes.com'
Re: Eliot, You awake? Looks like Daiichii containment has been destroyed; see pic and
link.--- Matt

Was literally about to call you. We see same as you do.. But we stiill have noting on details.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
/
(b)(6)
C1
Sent from my Bla~clberry

From: Wald, Matthew <mattwald@nytimes.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Sat Mar 12 04:37:22 2011
Subject: Eliot, You awake? Looks like Daiichii containment has been destroyed; see pic and link.

Matt

From: Ashby-Kuhlman, Nathan
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 3:57 AM
To: Wald, Matthew
Subject: Photo and video
Caption sent by AFP is
RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT " AFP PHOTO / HO / NHK" - NO
MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS A screen
grab taken from news footage by Japanese public broadcaster NHK on March 12, 2011 shows a
combo photograph Fukushima No. 1 atomic plant.
I'm assuming the top is "before" and the bottom is "after".
There is also this video from Japanese TV. Not a very good version but...
httg://www.twitvid.com/LICNU

Attachment JAPAN-QUAKE-NUCLEAR.jpg.bin(211584
converted to PDF format.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@gqogle.com>
Saturday, March 12, 2011 2:14 AM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

1 new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

SAN ONOFRE: NRC had Japan-type concerns about generators at nuke plant
North County Times

It was exactly the scenario that US regulators worked to prevent when they identified faulty electrical wiring at San Onofre Nuclear
Generating Station in 2008. Officials with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission said Friday that the faulty wiring was ...
See all stories on this topic >»

Tip: Use site restrict in your query to search within a site (site:nytimes.com or site: .edu). Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manacie your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 11:50 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Blogs

I new result for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Riverkeeper Responds to Japan Nuclear Plant Crisis I Riverkeeper
By gchambers

What we don't know is how much damage an earthquake would inflict on Indian Point, because the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
refuses to reassess the risk based on this new scientific data - in fact, the NRC specifically denied New York
Riverkeeper - http:/iwvw.riverkeeper.org/

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harrington, Holly
Friday, March 11, 2011 11:10 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Burnell, Scott
Fill-in tech briefer, if we need one

Scott Morris is going to be in the Op Center all night and into the morning. If for any reason we need a
technical person to explain BWRs etc in some sort of background brief to reporters, he is willing to do that for
us...
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From:
Sent
To:

Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 10:04 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

Blogs

I new result for "eliot brenner"

NRC Monitoring Earthquake and Tsunami <<U.S. NRC Blog
By Moderator
More information about seismic protections at nuclear power plants can be found here: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doccollections/fact-sheets/fs-seismic- issues.html. Eliot Brenner. Office of Public Affairs Director ...
U.S. NRC Blog - http:!/public-blog.nrc-eateway.gov/

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Batkin, Joshua
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:58 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Jaczko, Gregory
Loyd, Susan
Re: matt wald on cnn

He did good - assuming his info is accurate.
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Jaczko, Gregory; Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Fri Mar 11 21:18:14 2011
Subject: matt wald on cnn
Fyi.. .if you get this in time, matt wald is going to be on CNN sometime between now and about 945pm. Hope
he adds a little sanity to things.
Also, have been in touch with White House Press Office for coordination.

'6 U/ ý ý '2,

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:37 PM
'Shapiro, Nicholas S.'; Vietor, Tommy; Jensen, Robert R.; Stevens, Clark
Batkin, Joshua
RE: coordinating with NRC on press

All: we are hearing there may be a request for assistance on the nuclear side. If you hear anything concrete,
please let us know.
(b)(6)
From: Shapiro, Nicholas S. [mailto:1
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 7:35 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Vietor, Tommy; Jensen, Robert R.; Stevens, Clark
Cc: Batkin, Joshua; Loyd, Susan
Subject: Re: coordinating with NRC on press

Plus jensen/clark

From: Brenner, Eliot <Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov>
To: Vietor, Tommy; Shapiro, Nicholas S.
Cc: Batkin, Joshua <Joshua.Batkin@nrc.gov>; Loyd, Susan <Susan. Loyd@nrc.gov>
Sent: Fri Mar 1119:32:11 2011
Subject: coordinating with NRC on press

Gents: I am the head flack for the NRC. Please feel free to reach out to me at the numbers below for
anything nuclear. Our chairman, Gregory Jaczko, is available for anything you want to organize or
throw our way. He can speak to technical issues and about policy with respect to the regulation of
U.S. reactors. We may be doing some press (TV and otherwise tomorrow). I will endeavor to let you
know ahead of time.
We have pending a request for the Fox Sunday morning show with Chris Wallace. I was
noncommittal. I suspect we may get more as things go along.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200

C:

(b)(6)

Home:I
(b)(6)
Operations center 301-816-5100
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Batkin, Joshua
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:36 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Its

Tommy Vietor - the National Security Council's press guy.
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:36 PM
Screnci, Diane
RE: Coverage

Thanks. Will keep you posted.
Original
----Message ----From: Screnci, Diane
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 9:33 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Coverage
If you need me Sunday, I can come down. I have to come back home on Monday.
Diane Screnci
Sr. PAO
USNRC, RI
610-337-5330

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March II, 2011 8:29 PM
McIntyre, David
Re: weekend staffing

Me too.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
3014158200
C1

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry
Message -------Original
From: McIntyre, David
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Fri Mar 11 20:22:29 2011
Subject: RE: weekend staffing
Like I'm gonna sleep much in the meantime .... ;-)
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 7:37 PM
To: McIntyre, David
Subject: RE: weekend staffing
Thanks. right now, plan on being here Sunday. I want people going into Sunday and Monday who have not been up for
24 hours, etc.
----Message ----Original
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 7:31 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: weekend staffing
Eliot - I spoke to Brenda and Holly. I will plan on working 7a-7p on Sunday - in OPA or in OPS CTR?
Also, my seminar tomorrow is not crucial, so if you need me, I can come in. Lily will go and report to me on the seminar
stuff.
Dave
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:18 PM
To: Akstulewicz, Brenda; Chandrathil, Prema; McIntyre, David; Screnci, Diane; Harrington, Holly; Couret, Ivonne;
Janbergs, Holly; Ledford, Joey; Sheehan, Neil; Hannah, Roger; Burnell, Scott; Uselding, Lara; Shannon, Valerie; Dricks,
Victor; Mitlyng, Viktoria
Subject: weekend staffing

In the regions, right now I see no need for anyone to come in. that could change but ....
I want whoever is on duty to have their work phone forwarded home and be paying very close attention to their email.
Just FYI ... this is beginning to look very very bad. I expect that those of us here in headquarters will be staffing the ops
center around the clock for a couple of days.
Eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:j

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chandrathil, Prema
Friday, March II, 2011 8:23 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; Mitlyng, Viktoria; Hayden, Elizabeth
update r3 tnt

QUAKE-- OPA spoke to FOX TV in Chicago and gave information as to how plants in the US are built to withstand
environmental hazards such as quakes and tsunami. OPA explained how this is specific for the site. We expect a piece to
run on the 9 PM and 10 PM news tonight.
(sent from blackberry)

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Fri Mar 11 17:29:49 2011
Subject: Tomorrow's news tonight -- read and delete

Intornal uo ..n.ly

.
me
.i.t.ibutian o,.tsJde NRC - i-o iedhibuti,

May..ontain material
,

i-".eta-, tou ! IvvS

GiIs

dci,

1: JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE - The NRC is responding to a significant number of media queries on
this issue, sticking to things the NRC is doing. We have also been posting to our external blog. The
stories are too numerous to mention. Here is a link to the most recent New York Times piece as of
4:30 p.m.:
htt:l//www.nytimes.com/2011/03/12/world/asia/i 2nuclear.html? r=1 &hp
OPA HQ responded (primarily on background to broadcast outlets) to inquiries from ABC, NBC, CBS, Voice of
America, PBS NewsHour, Reuters, Dow Jones, Scientific American, and the LA Times, among others,
regarding topics that included the NOUE at Diablo Canyon, NRC requirements for plants to withstand
earthquakes and tsunami, as well as the basic principles of emergency core cooling. Similarly, every NRC
region reported multiple questions from local media on the condition of their plants and how plants operate.
And we provided background on seismic issues to a reporter for Greenwire.
And in non disaster news, Honeywell agreed to pay a $12 million fine for non-nuclear violations at is
facility in Paducah.
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From:

'Marriott Hotels & Resorts Reservation' <reservations@marriott.com>

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, March 11, 2011 8:14 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Reminder: Your stay at Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center begins
Sunday, March 13, 2011

EiBethesda

North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center 5701 Marinelli Road,
Bethesda, Maryland 20852 USA Phone: 1-301-822-9200 Fax: 1-301-822-9201

Reservation for NEIL SHEEHAM

0

Confirmation Number: 85177169
Check-in: Sunday, March 13, 2011 (04:00 PM)
Check-out: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 (12:00 PM)

View hotel website
Modify or Cancel reservation

Driving Directions
Maps & Transportation

Dear NEIL SHEEHAM,
Your reservation #85177169 at the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center begins soon. We're excited you'll be
visiting and are preparing for your stay.
Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center

Virtual Concierge
To make arrangements before you arrive, please use our Virtual Concierge - an online service that lets you enhance your
stay with a request for food, amenities or services, extra towels for the bath, a late arrival and more.
-Make
.. -_ke
.y_o._u_r
.ues_ nnow
ow_
w
your re
requests

... .... .. ...- ý__...
.
.. . . .. ....
...

About Your Hotel
Services & Amenities
0

a
a
S

High-speed Internet in guest rooms
Business center
Fitness center on-site
Indoor pool
..
..
.

.... .. . .

.....

.... _. .. ... . .-.-................ . .. .. . .. ..

. ...

.

For a complete list of services and amenities, download the hotel fact sheet
0
0

Book with Hertz: Save up to 20% and Earn 500 Marriott Rewards Points
Book essentials for your trip - get great rates on local tours and attractions, ground transportation and car rentals.

Join Us, Help Save the Rainforest. Learn More and Donate Now

About Your Destination
nE

eather
As reported March 10 05:03 PM

March 13 l
Hi: 55F/12C
Low: 33F/0C

Mostly Sunny

March 14 ZiMostly Cloudy
Hi: 48F/8C
Low: 32F/OC

March 15 PHi: 51F/10C
Low: 36F/2C

'Partly Cloudy

View a 10-day forecast

Go Your Own Way
Find everything you need to make your stay go smoothly with local restaurant recommendations, itinerary planning, local
maps, weather and travel information.
What's happening in Bethesda?
You know what you like. We know where you can find it in Bethesda. Use the links below, proudly provided by wCities, to
find things to do and see in Bethesda.

•
0
0
0

0
0
S

City Insider
Dining
Bars & Nightlife
Things to do
Business Essentials
Shopping
Practical Information

Reservation Details
•
*

Confirmation Number: 85177169
Your hotel: Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
2

*
*

*
*
"

Check-in: Sunday, March 13, 2011 (04:00 PM)
Check-out: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 (12:00 PM)
Room type: Guest room, 1 King or 2 Double
Number of rooms: 1
Guests per room: 1
Guest name: NEIL SHEEHAM
Reservation confirmed: Saturday, March 12, 2011 (01:13:00 GMT)

o

Guarantee method:I

o
o

(b)(6)

Special request(s):

(b)(6)

Summary ofRoo---------------------------------------------------11.
Sunday,_March 13, 2011 - Tuesday, March15,_2011 C2nights)
Govt/military rate, federal government ID required
Estimated government taxes and fees
Total for stay (for all rooms)
On-site parking, fee: 5 USD hourly, 15 USD daily
Changes in taxes or fees implemented after booking will affect the total room price.

211.0
27.43
[476.86

You may modify or cancel your reservation online (see details below), or call 1-800-228-9290 in the US and
Canada.

Elsewhere, call our worldwide telephone numbers.

Contact us if you have questions about your reservation.
Canceling Your Reservation
*

You may cancel your reservation for no charge until 06:00 PM hotel time on Sunday, March 13, 2011.

!f youhave•made.a.p.repayment, we will retain all or part.of yor prea

n.fnot,.we will charc.e your credit card.

Modifying Your Reservation
•
*

Please note that a change in the length or dates of your reservation may result in a rate change.
Please be prepared to show proof of eligibility for your rate (such as a membership card, corporate or government
identification card, or proof of your age).

.....
.. ..

..

.

.

.

. . .

•

:

..
...• ..:... ...

. . ...

...

Marriott Rewards
*
*

(b)(6)
Your Rewards level:I
Your Rewards number:[
(b)(6)

*

Sign in to view account

*
*

Receive hotel bill by email after every stay in the USA and Canada. Sign up for eFolio.
Plan Events, Earn Rewards

3

Travel Alerts
*
"
*

Currently, passport or approved travel document are required for those traveling by air, land or sea to enter/re-enter the
U.S.A. from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda, and the Caribbean. Get details
Please Note: All Marriott hotels in the USA and Canada, are committed to a smoke-free policy.
Learn more
The Responsible Tourist and Traveler
A practical guide to help you make your trip an enriching experience
Look No Further
You've received the best possible rate

-

guaranteed.

Internet Privacy, Authenticity and Opting Out
Your privacy is important to us. Please visit our Privacy Statement for full details.
This email confirmation is an auto-generated message. Replies to automated messages are not monitored. Our Internet
Customer Care team is available to assist you 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. Contact Internet Customer Care.
Promotional email unsubscribe
If you provided us with your email address for the first time, we will send you a follow-up email to welcome you. We will also
send you periodic emails with information about your account balance, member status, special offers and promotions. An
opt-out link will be included in each of these emails so that you can change your mind at any time.
If you would prefer to opt out of such emails from Marriott International, Marriott Rewards or The Ritz-Carlton Rewards, you
may do so here. In addition, you may unsubscribe from The Ritz-Carlton email community here.
Please note: Should you unsubscribe from promotional email, we will continue to send messages for transactions such as
reservation confirmation, point redemption, etc.
If you prefer to unsubscribe by mail, please send your request to the postal address below and be sure to include your name
and email address, so that we can process your request.
For The Ritz-Carlton Email Unsubscribe
Guest Services - Unsubscribe
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC
4445 Willard Avenue, Suite 800
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
For Marriott, Marriott Rewards and The Ritz-Carlton Rewards Email Unsubscribe
Guest Services - Unsubscribe
310 Bearcat Drive
Salt Lake City, UT 84115-2544 USA
Marriott does not share email addresses with third parties for their use.

Confirmation Authenticity
We're sending you this confirmation notice electronically for your convenience. Marriott keeps an official record of all
electronic reservations. We honor our official record only and will disregard any alterations to this confirmation that may have
been made after we sent it to you.
If you have received this email in error, please let us know.
Your privacy is important to us. For details, please visit our Internet Privacy Statement.
Terms of Use::Internet Privacy Statement
@1996-2011 Marriott International, Inc. All rights reserved. Marriott proprietary information.

4

From:

ANS.HOC@nrc.gov

Sent
To:

Friday, March 11, 2011 7:34 PM
Brenner, Eliot

Subject:

ACTION: Commissioner's Assistant Briefing Notification

There will be a Commissioner's Assistant Briefing given by Headquarters at 2315 EST concerning the Japan
Tsunami event. Call I
(b)
approximately 5 minutes before the scheduled start time. When prompted,
enter security code •b)(.) You may call 301-816-5164 at this time and follow the voice prompts if you do not
wish to receive this notification from our Automatic Notification System.

DA

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 7:20 PM
Harrington, Holly
RE: thoughts on schedule

Sounds good. Thanks. please factor Bethany in here somewhere. Send it out and tell diane and neil it is still an
open question as to who I want here and when I want them. I will resolve that on Saturday.
From: Harrington, Holly
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:54 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot

Subject: thoughts on schedule
Staffing
Friday until midnight: Eliot, Holly and Brenda
Saturday:
Midnight.to 10 a.m.: Scott
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.: Ivonne
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.: Eliot
Noon to ?: Beth
1 p.m. to ?: Holly
BrendaNal: ?

Sunday:
Midnight to 10 a.m. Scott
7 a.m. to ?: Dave
7 a.m. to ?: Eliot (morning shows)
BrendaNal: ??
Also: Holly, Beth, Ivonne (We can keep Ivonne during the day and Beth and I pulling an afternoon to midnight
type shift)
Back-Up: Neil and Diane - overnight Sunday to Monday to relieve Scott?

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Weber, Michael
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:57 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Mamish, Nader
Response - japanese visitors

We were meeting today with government officials (from JNES the technical support organization for Japanese regulation).

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Weber, Michael
Sent: Fri Mar 11 16:33:00 2011
Subject: japanese visitors

Are they all government or a mix of government and corporate?
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

1

'?,u,)701

I
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:48 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - "eliot brenner"

News

1 new result for "eliot brenner"

Don't Worry, It's Just a Little Radiation
CounterPunch
To sweeten its tale further, the NEI page featured a quote from the chief PR man at the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Eliot
Brenner: "In fact,

Tip: Use quotes ("like this") around a set of words in your query to match them exactly. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.

1
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From:

Loyd, Susan

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, March 11, 2011 6:40 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: tomorrow

Yes, I'll let you know right away.
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loyd(&nrc. gov
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:39 PM
To: Loyd, Susan
Subject: RE: tomorrow
Let me know when they are back. I want to walk through how I see tomorrow unfolding and things I think we
ought to be prepared to do, not to mention getting the chairman's take on things.
From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:38 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: tomorrow

In the SCIF, where they went for a call. I didn't have the necessary clearance-

(b)(6)

]So, got kicked

out.
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Lod(inrc.gov

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:36 PM
To: Loyd, Susan
Subject: RE: tomorrow
Where are they?
From: Loyd, Susan
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:32 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Batkin, Joshua
Subject: RE: tomorrow

1

(ju/15 3

I'm here and willing. Josh is still with Chrmn and doesn't have his blackberry with him, so he is "out of pocket"
right now.
Susan K. Loyd
Communications Director
Office of the Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tele: 301-415-1838
Susan.Loyd(nrc.gov
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:28 PM
To: Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Loyd, Susan
Subject: tomorrow

Are we all going to get together and plot strategy for tomorrow?
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C1

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Uhle, Jennifer
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:38 PM
Sheron, Brian; Brenner, Eliot
Gibson, Kathy; Tinkler, Charles; Weber, Michael
Sorry it is Reactor Core Isolation Cooling System

I re-read my email (after I sent it) and realized I said Reactor Core Isolation Condensing System in lieu of
Cooling System. Sorry, J

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:37 PM
Screnci, Diane
RE: weekend coverage

Yes. I think I am going to need one of you here at some point Sunday. Right now I just need to know
availability.
From: Screnci, Diane
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:28 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Sheehan, Neil
Subject: RE: weekend coverage
Eliot,
So, I'm

(b)(6)

not sure whether I'm available. Can I let you know?

I

(b)(6)

Diane Screnci
Sr. Public Affairs Officer
USNRC
610/337-5330
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:16 PM
To: Sheehan, Neil; Screnci, Diane
Subject: weekend coverage

Who would be available to come down here Saturday nmight or Sunday morning to be available to
give some of us a rest?
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
CJ
(b)(65)

11
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From:
Sent
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:35 PM
Uhle, Jennifer; Sheron, Brian
Gibson, Kathy; Tinkler, Charles; Weber, Michael
RE: long term station blackout scenario overview

Thanks muchly.
From: Uhle, Jennifer
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:30 PM
To: Sheron, Brian; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Gibson, Kathy; Tinkler, Charles; Weber, Michael
Subject: long term station blackout scenario overview
Eliot,
As discussed, here is some information on the scenario that we modeled in our SOARCA study for Peach
Bottom. It was developed by Charlie Tinkler who is the RES expert in severe accidents. Peach Bottom is a
BWR with a torus type containment and a Reactor Core Isolation Condenser. We are not sure of the exact
design of the Japanese plants or their condition, so some of our assumptions may not be valid. Based on our
(b)(5)
modeling of Peach Bottom, we have calculatedI
I

(b)(5)

Brian and my bberry numbers are provided below.
Jennifer[

Briar

(b)(6)
(b)(6)

Thanks,
Jennifer

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hayden, Elizabeth
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:21 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Fw: NRC OPA this weekend

Steve's OK. Talk to u when u call

From: Hayden, Elizabeth
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Fri Mar 11 18:20:16 2011
Subject: Fw: NRC OPA this weekend
What do you want me to tell Steve?

From: Dolley, Steven <StevenDolley@platts.com>
To: Hayden, Elizabeth
Cc: OPA Resource
Sent: Fri Mar 11 17:20:42 2011
Subject: NRC OPA this weekend
Hi Beth, Where should we call or email this evening and over the weekend, regarding developments with Japan's nuclear
plants? I expect the Ops Center's not anxious to field press calls. Thanks, Steve

Steven Dolley

Managing Editor, Inside NRC
Platts Nuclear
202-383-2166 Office
202-383-2187 Fax

The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient, and may be a
confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise be privileged and confidential and
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, please be
aware that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and
deleting it from your computer. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. reserves the right, subject to
applicable local law, to monitor and review the content of any electronic message or information
sent to or from McGraw-Hill employee e-mail addresses without informing the sender or recipient of
the message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:14 PM
Andrea.DeVito@FOXNEWS.COM
jaczko

I have you on the growing list. I will be in touch if we decide to go on TV.+
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:
(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

OPA Resource
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:13 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace

From: DeVito, Andrea [mailto:Andrea.DeVito@FOXNEWS.COM]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:38 PM
To: OPA Resource
Subject: Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace
Dear Eliot-I would like to put in a request for an exclusive interview with Chairman Jaczko on Fox News Sunday this Sunday at 9am
to discuss safety and security and a potential leak at one of the Japanese nuclear reactors. The segment would be about 10 minutes
long at our studio located at 400 N.Capitol St. NW, WDC.
Thank you for considering our request and I look forward to hearing from you.
Andrea DeVito
Producer
202-824-6494-office
(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stark, Lisa <Lisa.Stark@abc.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 6:10 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: see below - you hearing anything you can share...

Okay but I think things are going south really fast there.
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:06 PM
To: Stark, Lisa
Subject: RE: see below - you hearing anything you can share...
All I have seen is the latest TEPCO release which is several hours hold. Sorry. Haven't seen anything like that.
From: Stark, Lisa [mailto:Lisa.Stark@abc.com]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:05 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: see below - you hearing anything you can share...

Reuters: Tepco - the electric company in charge at the Fukushima reactor -- says it has lost ability to control reactor
pressure at three reactors - numbers 1, 2, and 4.

E&E Publishing, LLC <ealerts@eenews.net>
Friday, March 11, 2011 5:37 PM
Brenner, Eliot
March 11 -- E&ENews PM is ready

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

AN E&E PUBLISHING SERVICE
E&ENEWS PM -- FRI., MARCH 11, 2011 -- Read the full edition

1. CONTINUING RESOLUTION: New House GOP proposal
includes another $6B in cuts
House Republicans introduced this afternoon a three-week continuing resolution (CR)
to fund the government that includes an additional $6 billion in spending cuts, including
$238 million from U.S. EPA. The current measure to fund the government expires
March 18. The new measure, House Joint Resolution 48, would run through April 8 and
ensure that the government does not shut down while the House and Senate continue
to debate on a resolution that would fund the government for the rest of the fiscal year.
THIS AFTERNOON'S STORIES

.

.......

2. JAPAN QUAKE: Aftershocks continue, death toll rises, waves wash four to
sea in Calif.
3. JAPAN QUAKE: Utility to 'vent' troubled plant in bid to relieve pressure
4. POLITICS: Amid partisan bickering, Obama calls for consensus energy
solution
5. WATER POLLUTION: Fla. Democrat asks EPA to suspend his state's new
discharge limits
6. ENERGY POLICY: Co-sponsor of EPA-reg bill doesn't blame agency for

high gas prices
7. POLITICS: Does Rand Paul believe environmental regulations work?
8. FOREST SERVICE: House chairman blasts amendment to halt agency's
OHV planning
9. FOREST SERVICE: Chief warns budget impasse could affect wildfire

planning
10. HIGH-SPEED RAIL: White House program has 'credibility' problem - Mica
11

JAPAN QUAKE: Tsunami warning doesn't deter energy operations on
.

.. ....

.....
....
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U.S. West Coast
Get all of the stories in today's E&ENews PM, plus an in-depth archive with thousands of
articles on your issues, detailed Special Reports and much more at
http://www.eenewspm.com
Forgot your passcodes? Call us at 202-628-6500 now and we'll set you up instantly.
To send a press release, fax 202-737-5299 or e-mail editorial(Ceenews.net.
ABOUT E&ENEWS PM
E&ENews PM is written and produced by the staff of E&E Publishing, LLC. A late
afternoon roundup providing coverage of all the breaking and developing policy news from
Capitol Hill, around the country and around the world, E&ENews PM is a must-read for the
key players who need to be ahead of the next day's headlines. E&ENews PM publishes
daily at 4:30 p.m.
---.
--- .

Unsubscribe I Our Privacy Policy
E&E Publishing, LLC
122 C St., Ste. 722, NW, Wash., D.C. 20001.
Phone: 202-628-6500. Fax: 202-737-5299.
www.eenews.net

All content is copyrighted and may not be reproduced or retransmitted without the express consent of E&E
Publishing, LLC. Prefer plain text? Click here
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Power, Stephen <Stephen.Power@wsj.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 5:28 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Re: Are you going to be reachable over the weekend if we need info on nuke safety?

Thanks!
Sent using BlackBerry

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Power, Stephen
Sent: Fri Mar 11 17:27:02 2011
Subject: RE: Are you going to be reachable over the weekend if we need info on nuke safety?
In this order:
301-415-8200

I(b)(6)

301-816-5100 (ops center)
Last ditch: home fond

(b)(6)

From: Power, Stephen [mailto:Stephen. Power@wsj.com]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 4:59 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Are you going to be reachable over the weekend if we need info on nuke safety?

And if so, what's best way to reach you?
With kind regards,

Stephen Power
Staff Reporter
The Wall Street Journal
Office: (202) 862-9269

Cell:

(b)(6)

Email: Stephen. Power•cwsi.com
Follow me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/stephenlpower

1g

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dolley, Steven <StevenDolley@platts.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 5:25 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: NRC public affairs after hours

Thanks. I love the smell of crisis in the morning.

From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot.Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:23 PM
To: Dolley, Steven
Subject: RE: NRC public affairs after hours
Steve: I have heard from every reporter I used to deal with at the FAA on plane disasters. I'm putting the band
back together!
Yes, stay in touch over the weekend via email. We will probably be staffing OPA 24-hours a day for a while,
although we may be in our operations center and checking our answering machine regularly.
Eliot
From: Dolley, Steven [mailto:StevenDolley@platts.com]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: NRC public affairs after hours
No, not a bad reality show ... I'm wondering where we should call this evening and over the weekend re: developments
with Japan's nuclear plants. Thanks, Steve

Steven Dolley
Managing Editor, Inside NRC
Platts Nuclear

202-383-2166 Office
202-383-2187 Fax

The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient, and may be a
confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise be privileged and confidential and
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, please be
aware that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and
deleting it from your computer. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. reserves the right, subject to
applicable local law, to monitor and review the content of any electronic message or information
sent to or from McGraw-Hill employee e-mail addresses without informing the sender or recipient of
the message.

The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient,

and may be a

confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise be privileged and confidential and

1-713

protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, please be
aware that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and
deleting it from your computer. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. reserves the right, subject to
applicable local law, to monitor and review the content of any electronic message or information
sent to or from McGraw-Hill employee e-mail addresses without informing the sender or recipient of
the message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Google Alerts <googlealerts-noreply@google.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:50 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Google Alert - Nuclear Regulatory Commission

News

3 new results for Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Tsunami threatens US nuclear power plants
PennEnergy- Energy News (press release)

By Phaedra Friend Troy The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is monitoring various nuclear power plants and facilities
across the United States due to the threat of a tsunami. Additionally, more than 20 other countries are now on tsunami alert due ...
See all stories on this topic ))

How to Cool a Nuclear Reactor

..

.

Scientific American
Scientific American spoke with Scott Burnell of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), the government
agency charged with monitoring the safety of the 104 nuclear reactors in the US, about what it takes to cool down a
reactor ...
Scientific

See all stories on this topic )>

American

A Roadmap for America's Energy Future? Hardly
Energy Collective

On nuclear, the bill takes several steps. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) would be required to issue 200 new permits by
2040, and to finish consideration of Yucca Mountain or find an alternative site within a year.
See all stories on this topic >>

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Burnell, Scott
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:37 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: R3 TNT

EARTHQUAKE-OPA HQ responded (primarily on background to broadcast outlets) to inquiries from ABC,
NBC, CBS, Voice of America, PBS NewsHour, Reuters, Dow Jones, Scientific American, and the LA Times,
among others, regarding topics that included the NOUE at Diablo Canyon, NRC requirements for plants to
withstand earthquakes and tsunami, as well as the basic principles of emergency core cooling.

From:

Screnci, Diane

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, March 11, 2011 4:36 PM
Brenner, Eliot
tnt

Earthquake - The Syracuse Post Standard called with questions about the design of US nuclear plants for a
story about the Japanese earthquake.

Diane Screnci
Sr. Public Affairs Officer
USNRC,. RI
610/337-5330

0
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From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Harrington, Holly
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:34 PM
Brenner, Eliot
blog post #2
blog post2.docx

1
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1

NRC Offers Condolences to Japan
NRC Chairman Gregory Jaczko offered his condolences to all those in Japan affected by the tragic
earthquake and tsunami today and stated that the agency "is ready to provide whatever assistance we can
to our Japanese counterparts should there be a specific request."
The NRC continues to monitor events and coordinate with other federal agencies. The declaration of an
"unusual event" at the Diablo Canyon Power Plant in California due to a tsunami risk remains in effect
and the NRC's regional office in Texas continues to monitor the situation.
More information on what is happening at the Japanese nuclear power plants is available through the
website of the International Atomic Energy Agency, an ann of theUnited Nations.
http://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/2011/tsunamiupdate.html
The NRC will continue to provide information about its actions here and on the NRC website, as
appropriate. Please note, we will not be posting comments to our blog that speculate about the nuclear
power plant emergency in Japan.
Eliot Brenner
Office of Public Affairs Director

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:32 PM
Sheehan, Neil
RE: FOX story

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thank you.
From: Sheehan, Neil
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 4:15 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: FOX story

I did not talk to Fox and have no idea where this originated. The whole story seems bogus. I'll reach out to Fox
on this now.

From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Sheehan, Neil
Cc: Screnci, Diane
Subject: FOX story

(b)(5)

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/03/11/rushes-coolant-japanese-nu ke-plant-earthquake/
Thanks.
Eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C1

(b)(6)

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

In california

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:31 PM
Daly, Matthew
RE: More on nuke plants

--

Diablo canyon with 2 units, san onofre with two units, all are PWRs

Florida: Crystal River on the gulf coast (one PWR) Turkey Point on the Atlantic (one PWR), and St. Lucie (2
PWRs)
Also on the atlantic.
NC .... Brunswick (2 BWRS) (hard to call it coastal. It is near, but not on the immediate coast. Water intake is
from the cape fear river ... exhaust is to the ocean.
MD - calvert Cliffs; on the chesapeake bay (2 PWRs)
NH Seabrook, (one PWR) on the atlantic
You can figure out how you want to define where crystal river sits!
So.. .true coastal plants are Diablo, san onofre, turkey point, st. lucie and Seabrook. Others are marginally
coastal. Brunswick has the only potentially coastal BWRs.

From: Daly, Matthew [mailto:MDaly@ap.org]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 4:15 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: More on nuke plants
Hi Eliot, Thanks for you help on mailing list.
Quick question on U.S. nuclear plants:
Do you know how many nuclear power plants are located along U.S. coasts?
Also, how many use boiling water reactors v. pressurized water reactors?

Matthew Daly
Environment/Energy Correspondent
The Associated Press
1100 13th Street NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005
202-641-9541 direct
(b)(6)

cell

http://twitter.com/MatthewDalvWDC

The information contained in

this communication is

of the designated recipients

named above.

If

intended for the use

the reader of this

1i)

fw17q

communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898
and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IPUSDISC]msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 4:08 PM
Batkin, Joshua
FW: Markey Queries NRC on Seismic Safety of Nuclear
Earthquake

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Reactors in Wake of Japan

(b)(5)

Original
-----Message ----From: Burnell, Scott
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 3:51 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Weil, Jenny
Subject: FW: Markey Queries NRC on Seismic Safety of Nuclear Reactors in Wake of Japan Earthquake

From: Barry, Giselle [mailto:Giselle.Barry@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 3:40 PM
Subject: Markey Queries NRC on Seismic Safety of Nuclear Reactors in Wake of
Japan Earthquake
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
202-225-2836
MARCH 11, 2011
http://markey.house.gov/

CONTACT: GISELLE BARRY

Markey Queries NRC on Seismic Safety of Nuclear Reactors in Wake of Japan
Earthquake
http://markey.house.gov/docs/3-11-11 nrc japan letter.pdf
Lawmaker also cites seismic safety concerns associated with pending approval
of Westinghouse AP1000 nuclear reactor design
WASHINGTON, D.C. -Today, Congressman Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), a senior
member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, sent a letter to Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) Chairman Greg Jaczko requesting additional
information on the potential impacts of today's massive earthquake on
Japan's nuclear facilities as well as any implications for America's
domestic nuclear industry. Japan has declared an "atomic power emergency"
and at least one nuclear power plant the U.S. has declared an 'unusual
event' because of the tsunami warnings that have been issued.
"This disaster serves to highlight both the fragility of nuclear power
plants and the potential consequences associated with a radiological release
caused by earthquake-related damage," wrote Rep. Markey to Chairman Jaczko.
"We must ensure that America's nuclear power plants can withstand a
catastrophic event and abide by the absolute highest standards for safety."
Earlier this week, Rep. Markey wrote to Chairman Jaczko urging the NRC not

q017-

to approve Westinghouse's design for a new nuclear reactor design, known as
the APIOO, until serious safety concerns have been addressed. Rep. Markey's
letter referenced concerns raised by one of the Commission's most
long-serving staff that there is a risk that an earthquake at the AP1O00
could result in a catastrophic core meltdown.
"If the NRC approves the APIO00, then it may have widespread use throughout
the United States, making questions about its safety of crucial national
importance," said Rep. Markey earlier this week. "Taxpayer dollars should
not be spent on reactors that could be at risk of suffering a catastrophic
core meltdown in the event of an aircraft strike or a major earthquake."

SocialMedia mailing list
SocialMedia @list.ans.org

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:48 PM
Batkin, Joshua; Loyd, Susan; Weber, Michael
Clinton comment

I am told State will shortly roll back on the Clinton comment as a "the secretary misspoke." (DoD tells
me reporters are being told she jumbled up something with respect to the request for assistance and
military participation.) I will share whatever I get through official and unofficial channels.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, Md.

0: 301-415-8200
C1

(b)(6)

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Chandrathil, Prema
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:44 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Hayden, Elizabeth; Harrington, Holly; Burnell, Scott
Mitlyng, Viktoria
R3 TNT

EARTHQUAKE-OPA responded to inquiries from the Chicago Tribune, the Daily Herald and NPR about the
how a nuclear power plant works and if the plants in the Midwest were shutting down due to the quake. OPA
generally explained how a plant operates and emphasized that additional information and pic's could be found
online via the Info Digest. OPA also informed the reporters that the NRC is monitoring the situation and that
the plants in R3 continue to operate safely. We expect coverage today and possibly over the weekend.
Prema Chandrathil-Yeaman
Public Affairs Officer
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region III
Lisle, IL
(630) 829-9663
prema.chandrathil(•,nrc.gov

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Batkin, Joshua
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:40 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Calling you

InS.
Joshua C.Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B.Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

1
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Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:40 PM
Collins, Elmo; Dricks, Victor;, Uselding, Lara
Howell, Art
RE: Rochelle interviewed

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

(b)(5)

-----

Original Message -----

From: Collins, Elmo
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 3:39 PM
To: Dricks, Victor; Uselding, Lara; Brenner, Eliot
Cc: Howell, Art
Subject: Rochelle interviewed
I've gotten info that Rochelle Becker has been interviewed by NBC LA as an expert witness Elmo

"'6U/ 1 -2,ý

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sheehan, Neil
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:39 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Hayden, Elizabeth .
TNT item

JAPAN EARTHQUAKE - We've answered generic questions about reactor safety posed by Slate, the Journal
News (of Westchester, N.Y.) and the Rutland (Vt.) Herald amid coverage of the Japanese reactor event.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KEREKES, Steven <sck@nei.org>
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:26 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: TV requests

thanks
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 2:03 PM
To: cpiercy@bosepublicaffairs.com; KEREKES, Steven; PETERSON, Scott; Ischeele@ans.org
Subject: TV requests

We are up to our ears in the Japan issue now and, with no domestic problem, probably not going to
be going on, although that could change. I have offered the names of your organizations when asked
where else TV outfits might find likely suspects. Amid the chaos I will try to keep you informed of
what's going on at our end with respect to TV stuff.
Eliot
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

FOLLOW US ON

An official energy sponsor of the Washington Capitals

[H]

This electronic message transmnision containsinformationfrom the Nuclear Energy Institute. Inc. The information is intendedsolely.for the use of the addressee andits use by any
otherperson is not authorized.Ifyou are not the intended recipient, you have received this communication in error,andany review. use. disclosure, copying ordistribution of the
contents of this communication is strictlyprohibited.If you haov received this electronic transmission in error,please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic
mail and permanentlydelete the originalmessage. IRS Circular230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements inmposed by the IRS and othertaxing authorities, we
inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication (includingany attachments) is not intended or written to he used. and cannot be used,for the purpose of(i)
avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer or (ii) promoting. marketing or recommending to anotherparty any transactionor matter addressed herein.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Harrington, Holly
Friday, March 11, 2011 3:20 PM
Brenner, Eliot
FW: USNRC Earthquake/Tsunami Status Update
Earthq uake-Tsu namiUpdate.031111.1330EST.DOCX

I'm told Josh OK'd sending this information outside of the NRC. (I don't care about the info about us, but this also
contains info about Japan and frankly, I don't trust FEMA to not use this in some manner and attribute it to us...
From: Ralston, Michelle [mailto:Michelle. Ralston@dhs.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Mroz (Sahm), Sara; vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov; seamus.o'boyle@dhs.gov; timothy.greten@dhs.gov
Cc: Wright, Lisa (Gibney); Harrington, Holly; Kish, James; Sherwood, Harry; Horwitz, Steve
Subject: RE: USNRC Earthquake/Tsunami Status Update
Thank you for the update, Sara.
Respecdtully,
Michelle Ralston, MS. PMI
Public Aftfirs, Stakeholder Outreach & Cmnptign Phnnin'g
Professional Serilces & Integration
Technolugical Hazards Division
Protection & National Preparedness
DHS/FEMA
1800 South Bell Street, Rm. 828
Arlington, VA 22202
(202) 212-2310 desk
(b)(6)
Blackberry
(703) 305-0837 facsimile

From: prvs=044c0f68b=Sara.Mroz@nrc.gov [mailto:prvs=044c0f68b=Sara.Mroz@nrc.gov] On Behalf Of Mroz (Sahm),
Sara
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 3:01 PM
To: vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov; michelle.ralston@dhs.gov; seamus.o'boyle@dhs.gov; timothy.greten@dhs.gov
Cc: Wright, Lisa (Gibney); Harrington, Holly
Subject: USNRC Earthquake/Tsunami Status Update
Importance: High
Attached, please find a status update 49bI - please don't share outside of your agency) from the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's Emergency Operations Center regarding the impacts of the earthquake/tsunami on March 11, 2011.
Please call the Headquarters Operations Officer at 301-816-5100 with questions.
-Sara
Sara K. Mroz
Communications and Outreach
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
sara.mrozanrc.gov
v1-72

From:

Steve J Mufson < mufsons@washpost.com >

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, March 11, 2011 3:18 PM
Brenner, Eliot
RE: Steve Mufson / Washington Post

Okay. Thanks for those suggestions.

"Brenner, Eliot" <Ellot.Brenner•,nrc.aov>

To Steve J Mufson <mufsons(awashpost.com>
cc "Batkin, Joshua" <Joshua.Batkinonrc.qov>

03/1112011 03:06 PM

Subject RE: Steve Mufson / Washington Post

Steve: Josh asked me to respond to you. Yes, there are some Japanese folks here who were in town for a conference we
sponsor. I do not know if they are government or corporate, but we are assisting them with communications. It is not our
place to make them available. You would have to ask the Embassy if they would hook you up.
We can't speak directly to the situation with cooling in the Japanese. Our international "experts" are policy types, not
technical types. I would steer you toward either the American Nuclear Society or NEI for help over the short term. The
ANS person in Washington is Craig Piercy at 202-470-1928, or try their flack in Chicago laura Scheele 708-579-8224.
If you need a BWR graphic, look at page 35 of our Information Digest .... section 3 at the attached link:
http://www.nrc.qov/readinq-rm/doc-collections/nureqs/staff/srl 350/
Eliot

From: Steve J Mufson [mailto:mufsonsbwashpost.coml
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 2:54 PM
To: Batkin, Joshua
Cc: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: Re: Steve Mufson / Washington Post

I talked briefly with Eliot earlier, but that was before someone told me that you might have some Japanese visitors.
Eliot?
"Batkin, Joshua" <Joshua.Batkin&,nrc.qov>
To "'mufsons@washpost.com"' <mufsonslwashpost.com>

03/11/2011 02:52 PM

cc "Brenner, Eiot' <Eliot.Brenner(anrc.qov>
Subject Re: Steve Mufson /Washington Post

1
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Eliot - can you please reach out to Steve?
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Steve J Mufson <mufsons@washpost.com>
To: Batkin, Joshua
Sent: Fri Mar 11 14:49:03 2011
Subject: Steve Mufson / Washington Post
Josh,
I'm trying to write (accurately if possible) about the cooling system problem at the Japanese Fukushima nuclear power
plant. I was hoping someone at the NRC might be able to help because 1) I'm sure you have international experts and 2)
someone told me that some Japanese nuclear safety people were visiting with the NRC and possibly working out of there.
Is there anything you or someone else can tell me?
Steve

2

Batkin, Joshua
Friday, March 11, 2011 2:53 PM
Brenner, Eliot; Loyd, Susan
Re: DOE

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thanks
Joshua C. Batkin
Chief of Staff
Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko
(301) 415-1820

From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Batkin, Joshua; Loyd, Susan
Sent: Fri Mar 11 14:49:17 2011
Subject: DOE

Just fyi, I have talked with counterparts (multiple) at DOE. Chu is doing some TV this afternoon, some

round-robin local stuff
S(b)()
We will stay in touch as necessary.

(b)(5)

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C: I

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Leistikow, Dan <Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov>
Friday, March 11, 2011 2:44 PM
Brenner, Eliot
Mueller, Stephanie; Reynolds, Tom; LaVera, Damien
DOE-NRC coordination
Eliot Brenner

Eliot- Great to talk to you. Thanks for calling. I've attached your contact to this email so my colleagues here have it.
Stephanie Mueller is our press secretary and our lead in terms of responding to reporter inquiries. But here's all the
contact information over here since we are all trying to help manage this and make sure that people have the right
information. Feel free to just reply all on this chain if you have a heads up or question for us ... we'll do the same.

Dan Leistikow
Director of Public Affairs
U.S. Department of Energy
Dan.Leistikow@hq.doe.gov
(202) 586-4940

Cell:I

(b)(6)

Tom Reynolds
Deputy Director of Public Affairs
U.S. Department of Energy
Tom.Reynolds@Jhq.doe.gov
(202) 586-4940
(b)(6)
Cell:[
Stephanie Mueller
Press Secretary
U.S. Department of Energy
Stephanie.Mueller@hq.doe.gov
(202) 586-4940
(b)(6)
Cell:I
Damien LaVera
Director of Public Affairs
National Nuclear Security Administration
202-586-8490 (off.)
(b)(6)

damien.lavera

(cell)
nnsa.doe.gov

1gP
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McIntyre, David
Friday, March 11, 2011 2:22 PM
Vietti-Cook, Annette; Brenner, Eliot
RE: Checking in from OCA

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

And I just provided the pdfs to Steve Tetreault of the LVRJ.
From: Vietti-Cook, Annette
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 2:17 PM
To: McIntyre, David; Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: Checking in from OCA
I told Nichol Parker to make the documents public.
From: McIntyre, David
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 2:13 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot; Vietti-Cook, Annette
Subject: FW: Checking in from OCA

From: Powell, Amy
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 1:18 PM
To: Davis, Jack; Dorman, Dan; Haney, Catherine; McIntyre, David
Subject: Re: Checking in from OCA
I got the docs to the key Hill staff.
Amy Powell
Associate Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Phone: 301-415-1673
Sent from my Blackberry

From: Davis, Jack
To: Powell, Amy; Dorman, Dan; Haney, Catherine
Sent: Fri Mar 11 12:41:56 2011
Subject: RE: Checking in from OCA
Hi Amy,
Yes, you should have received a pdf file from Nicole (secretary).
Jack
From: Powell, Amy
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 12:08 PM

To: Dorman, Dan; Haney, Catherine
Cc: Davis, Jack
Subject: RE: Checking in from OCA
Since I will be on Bberry, could I get pdfs of the redacted versions once ready (versus the ML
numbers since I won't be able to access ADAMS)?
Thanks
AP
From: Dorman, Dan
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 12:01 PM
To: Powell, Amy; Haney, Catherine
Cc: Davis, Jack
Subject: RE: Checking in from OCA
Amy,
Jack Davis and I have reviewed the redacted versions and staff are scanning them in
now. They should be available for distribution early this afternoon. (I assume you have seen the
3/10/11 letter from Rep Hall et al that requests the 2/4/11 Haney memo referred to in Comm
Ostendorff's letter.)
Dan
From-: Powell, Amy
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Haney, Catherine; Dorman, Dan
Subject: Checking in from OCA
Hi Cathy and Dan I am heading to the Hill for two meetings this afternoon. I will be monitoring Bberry if there are
any updates on the memos. If you need to chat "live," my cell is 240-731-1141. I am meetings
at 1:30pm, then at 2:30pm so I will not be available then.
Do you have any sense of timing at this point or is it too soon to know yet?
Thanks,
Amy
Amy Powell
Associate Director
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs
Phone: 301-415-1673
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From:

Brenner, Eliot

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Friday, March 11, 2011 2:19 PM
Ledford, Joey
RE: update on strategy
imageO01.png

No, let them think about calling us back themselves. At least for now. Who knows, I could be looking at some
major goat rope tomorrow in the auditorium!
From: Ledford, Joey
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 2:18 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: update on strategy
I have left CNN hanging without a callback. You want me to relay the gist of item 2 to them?
Joey Ledford
PublicAffairs Officer
Region II - Atlanta, Ga.
0:404.997.4416

C.l
(b)(6)
ioey.ledford•,nrc.qov

SU.S.NRC
Unitedd

svc Nimic

Rcgoliltrv

omrissia

ProtectingPeople and the Environment
From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 1:55 PM
To: Hayden, Elizabeth; Akstulewicz, Brenda; Chandrathil, Prema; McIntyre, David; Screnci, Diane; Harrington, Holly;
Couret, Ivonne; Janbergs, Holly; Ledford, Joey; Sheehan, Neil; Hannah, Roger; Burnell, Scott; Uselding, Lara; Shannon,
Valerie; Dricks, Victor; Mitlyng, Viktoria
Subject: update on strategy

1: we will aim for a 3 p.m. press release making the transition from leaving monitoring in R4 to
keeping an eye on things from HQ and standing prepared to assist the Japanese if asked. It will
include an expression of condolences from the chairman. We will similarly update the blog. Scott is
drafting the release.
2: we are looking at the television requests. If we do anything, and it would not be today, it would not
be the chairman but more likely someone like Borchardt to discuss how U.S. plants are prepared.
3: While one reporter knows or has guessed there are Japanese here in our Ops center in
communication with their home authorities, we will NOT make the available and we will NOT
volunteer their presence. If anyone knows they are here and wants to talk with them, they will have to
make the request through the embassy to have it relayed to these folks.

I .

4: NRR is getting tasked with making an overlay of the Japanese conditions (8.9 and whatever the
height of the wave was) to see how west coast plants stack up against it. we think preliminarily Diablo
would have had no trouble with a wave that size. 8.9 we're not so sure about, but again we are not
talking about that.
5: It is OK to describe to reporters how reactors work ... but please avoid being quoted even as an
NRC person not involved in the Japan thing. Tell folks they can write of their own knowledge (based
on what you tell them) and/or point them to pages 34/325 of the Info Digest.
Great work so far.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:j

(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Piercy, Craig <cpiercy@bosepublicaffairs.com>
Friday, March 11, 2011 2:16 PM
Brenner, Eliot
cpiercy@bosepublicaffairs.com; Steve Kerekes; scott peterson; Ischeele@ans.org
Re: TV requests

Thanks Eliot. I know we are trying to field a few requests.
Sent from my iPhone
On Mar 11, 2011, at 2:00 PM, "Brenner, Eliot" <Eliot.Brenner(&nrc.gov> wrote:
We are up to our ears in the Japan issue now and, with no domestic problem, probably
not going to be going on, although that could change. I have offered the names of your
organizations when asked where else TV outfits might find likely suspects. Amid the
chaos I will try to keep you informed of what's going on at our end with respect to TV
stuff.

Eliot

Eliot Breimer
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:

(b)(6)

This message and any attachments may contain confidential information, and are intended only for the individual or entity
identified above as the addressee.
If you are not the addressee, or ifthis message has been addressed to you in error, you are not authorized to read, copy,
or distribute this message and any attachments, and we ask that you please delete this message and attachments
(including all copies) and notify the sender. Delivery of this message and any attachments to any person other than the
intended recipient(s) is not intended in any way to waive confidentiality.

,-

A•i personal messages express views only of the sender and may not be copied or distributed without this statement.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 1:47 PM
Wald, Matthew
RE: hey, where are you today

No. we are, as they say, a little busy now. I will keep you posted.
Are you any good on trumpet? Could probably use a horn in the band.
From: Wald, Matthew [mailto:mattwald@nytimes.com]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 1:45 PM
To: Brenner, Eliot
Subject: RE: hey, where are you today
At my desk. We've just done a 2 nd version of our story, quoting Lochbaum, a former NRC instructor in BWR technology,
and an unnamed bwr engineer from a company in the US that operates several BWRs. I just got off the phone with
Margaret Harding, a 28-year veteran of GE. You got experts who wanna talk ?

Matthew L.Wald
Washington Bureau
The New York Times
1627 Eye St NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20006
202-862-0363
cell:1
(b)(6)
fax: 202-318-0057
http://www.nvtimes.com/info/nuclear-energv/
twitter: mattwaldnyt
From: Brenner, Eliot [mailto: Eliot. Brenner@nrc.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 1:42 PM
To: Wald, Matthew
Subject: hey, where are you today

The only one of the old gang i have not heard from is you. I'm getting the band back together and
we're going on the road.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
C:
(b)(6)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heath, Stanley <Stanley.Heath@dhs.gov>
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:26 AM
Heath, Stanley
NICCL Call at 9:45am (Eastern) - Pacific Tsunami

Importance:

High

Please join a NICCL call at 9:45am (eastern) regarding the Pacific Ocean Tsunami.
1-800-320-4330
cod()

Stan Heath
Department of Homeland Security
Office of Public Affairs
Chief Planner
202-282-9117
1
(b)(6)
](blackberry)
202-282-8408 (fax)

e- 6ul73 1>

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 9:26 AM
nils.diaz@nd2group.com
earthquake material

Nils: The information coming in from Japan is somewhat conflicting. I see some news reports about a plant that has lost
power to its cooling pumps. Should there be any request for assistance of the USG that would involve us we would
respond accordingly.
Below are some talking points you may be familiar with regarding U.S. Plants and earthquakes
FYI ... Diablo Canyon is in the alert area and has posted a precautionary NOUE. We will be having another internal
briefing at 11 a.m. I may be able to give you more then.
Talking points:
Nuclear power plants are built to withstand environmental hazards, including earthquakes. Even those plants that are
located outside of areas with extensive seismic activity are designed for safety in the event of such a natural disaster.
The NRC requires that safety-significant structures, systems, and components be designed to take into account the most
severe natural phenomena historically reported for the site and surrounding area. The NRC then adds a margin for error
to account for the historical data's limited accuracy. In other words, the licensing bases for existing nuclear power plants
are based on historical data from the area's maximum credible earthquake, with an additional margin included.

Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Rockville, Md.
0: 301-415-8200
(b)(6)
C:

1

eýul --ý36

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 8:50 AM
'mike.ahlers@turner.com'
Re: CNN request

Just got in. Will call shortly.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
(b)(6)
Cl
Sent from my Blackberry

From: Ahlers, Mike <Mike.Ahlers@turner.com>
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Fri Mar 11 08:47:36 2011
Subject: CNN request
Do you have a minute?

(b)(6)

Mike Ahlers
(b)(6)
Mobilet
Sent from my BlackBerry

1

'ý

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 8:30 AM
Harrington, Holly
Re: Tsunami, etc

Ok. 10 minutes away.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C1
(b)(6)
Sent from my Blackberry
Original
----Message ----From: Harrington, Holly
To: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Fri Mar 11 08:23:55 2011
Subject: RE: Tsunami, etc
I am in your parking spot
Original
----Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 6:58 AM
To: Burnell, Scott; Uselding, Lara; Harrington, Holly
Cc: Dricks, Victor
Subject: Re: Tsunami, etc
I will come in from PT as a precaution. Should make I a little after 9am.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
CJ
(b)(6)
Sent from my Blackberry
Original
----Message ----From: Burnell, Scott
To: Uselding, Lara; Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Cc: Dricks, Victor
Sent: Fri Mar 11 06:52:19 2011
Subject: Re: Tsunami, etc
I'll be in Ops Ctr by 8

1,4/s

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Scott Burnell
(b)(6)

Original
----- Message ----From: Uselding, Lara
To: Burnell, Scott; Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly
Cc: Dricks, Victor
Sent: Fri Mar 11 06:49:54 2011
Subject: Re: Tsunami, etc
I'm headed in to be in the IRC when the tsunami hits west coast in the next 90 minutes Lara Uselding NRC Region 4
Public Affairs
[(b)(6)I

Original Message
From: Burnell, Scott
To: Brenner, Eliot; Uselding, Lara; Harrington, Holly
Sent: Fri Mar 11 06:43:10 2011
Subject: Re: Tsunami, etc
Almost into the office -- we may go ahead with what??

Sent from an NRC Blackberry
Scott Burnell
(b)(6)
L

-----

Original Message ----From: Brenner, Eliot
To: Uselding, Lara; Burnell, Scott; Harrington, Holly
Sent: Fri Mar 11 06:42:05 2011
Subject: Tsunami, etc
Got your call. I may come in for a whilý
ahead with ). Stff today.
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment

(b)(6)

I will check in at 830. Also, holly and scott, we may go

301 415 8200
C7
(b)(6)
Sent from my Blackberry

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mamish, Nader
Friday, March 11, 2011 7:29 AM
Brenner, Eliot; Harrington, Holly; Hayden, Elizabeth; Burnell, Scott
FW: Japan: media reports government has decided to declare a nuclear power
emergency situation

From: Breskovic, Clarence
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:31 AM
To: Breskovic, Clarence
Subject: Japan: media reports government has decided to declare a nuclear power emergency situation
Fire at Tohoku Elec Onagawa nuclear plant
TOKYO, March 11 (Reuters) - A fire broke out at Tohoku Electric Power Co's Onagawa nuclear plant in northeastern
Japan following Friday's major earthquake, Kyodo news agency said.
Prior to the Kyodo report, the company had said it had not received information on whether there had been any
problems at the nuclear power plant after the disaster.
Separately, Fukushima Prefecture, the site of a Tokyo Electric Power nuclear power plant, said on Friday the plant's
reactor cooling system was functioning, denying an earlier report that it was malfunctioning.
Japanese media reported that the government had decided to declare a nuclear power emergency situation, which
occurs if there is confirmation of radioactivity leaks from a nuclear power plant or a reactor cooling system breaks down.

e3 U/.-? ý 9

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 7:11 AM
1;McIntyre, David
(b)(6)
Tsunami/yucca

What is your availability today?
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
Cl

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

1

't/9

7iJ/

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brenner, Eliot
Friday, March 11, 2011 7:06 AM
Batkin, Joshua; Loyd, Susan
Tsunami

My staff is or Will be in place. I will probably arrive about 915 from outside appointment.1
Eliot Brenner
Director, Office of Public Affairs
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Protecting People and the Environment
301 415 8200
C1

(b)(6)

Sent from my Blackberry

(b)(5)

