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General Comment

AREVA Inc. (AREVA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments; AREVA requests that the US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) take serious consideration of the concerns addressed in this letter.

AREVA is the United States subsidiary of a French owned multinational corporation doing business in all
aspects of the nuclear industry inclusive of and not limited to materials research and engineering; advanced
power and research reactor nuclear fuels; nuclear fuel recovery and reuse; medical and commercial isotopes
production and many other areas of formalized and informal advanced nuclear mutual interests with the United
States. AREVA is interested in sharing our non-US developed nuclear technologies while continuing to grow
our investment in the United States.

The current "cold war" language used to determine the acceptability of a license applicant for financing or
operating a research or power reactor in the US is detrimental to increased foreign investment in many nuclear
areas and even thwarts a more robust information exchange with the US despite the numerous "nuclear
technology" signed joint agreements between the French and US governments. The many mutual cooperation
agreements that have been executed between the French and US governments combined with our French nuclear
operations demonstrate our joined concern and execution of safe, secure and regulatory compliant nuclear
operations. AREVA agrees and supports all of the US specific regulatory requirements for safe and secure
nuclear operations of reactors and facilities. AREVA agrees with the US requirements and philosophy for
management and operations, US citizens conduct operations and management of US nuclear reactors and
facilities. AREVA also strongly agrees that a transparent set of administrative controls be agreed to with the
licensee to ensure confidence in US nuclear operational requirements are the only requirements being used in
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the operation and management of a small research reactor or a large power reactor or facility within the Unites
States.

In order to refresh the language restricting foreign investment to a post "cold war" global economy which
embraces international trade and rewards "US allied" advanced nuclear governments and their multinational
corporations AREVA suggests that the language be split to reflect preferential treatment of the US' allied
advance nuclear nations and their multinational corporations and denial of a license to non-allied nations or their
corporations or their citizens.

If the license applicant is a US subsidiary owned by a foreign multinational corporation parent which is
headquartered and regulated under a government that is committed to non-proliferation and controlled peaceful
use of nuclear energy (such as the member countries of the Nuclear Suppliers Group) should be acceptable with
minimal provisions to negate foreign control over security matters, because there is minimal or no risk of
inappropriate diversion of nuclear technology or material. When the management/ administrative review is
satisfactorily completed continue with the technical review of license submission.

Research Reactors and small facilities - In addition to the above considerations, the NRC should consider a risk
based threshold where the language could be employed for research reactors or other small nuclear facilities
based upon a Small Special Nuclear Material inventory and/or 10 Mw thermal. This would allow for investment
in and with major research institutions, medical isotope and commercial isotope production and numerous other
areas of development.

In the current US and global economy the US has and is still considered a good investment in most industries.
AREVA and other multinational corporations have invested heavily in the US nuclear sector under the very
restrictive language in the Amended Atomic Energy Act and the FOCD Standard Review Plan. AREVA
believes strongly that all of the intent for nuclear safe and secure operations as well as national defense can be
accomplished as originally intended and international investment can be dramatically increased by recognizing
the nuclear competence and responsible conduct of nuclear allied countries and corporations while maintaining
strict compliance with the NRC regulations.

AREVA concludes that minor changes in the definition and review of competent and "acceptable" license
candidate can yield significant foreign investments and not require any relaxation of the intended purpose of the
FOCD requirements for safe, secure and national defense driven nuclear operations.

AREVA appreciates the staff's attention and consideration in reviewing these comments. If you have any
questions related to these comments, please contact Mr. Devin A. Kelley, Regulatory Affairs Licensing
Engineer. He may be reached by telephone at 434-832-4733, or by email at devin.kelley@areva.com.
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