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17.6 Description of Applicant's Program for Implementation 
of 10 CFR 50.65, the Maintenance Rule

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will describe the 

program for Maintenance Rule implementation.

17.6.1 Scoping per 10 CFR 50.65(b)

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will describe the 

process for determining which plant structures, systems, and components (SSC) will be 

included in the scope of the Maintenance Rule Program in accordance with 10 CFR 

50.65(b).  The program description will identify that additional SSC functions may be 

added to or subtracted from the Maintenance Rule scope prior to fuel load, when 

additional information is developed (e.g., emergency operating procedures, or EOP), 

and after the license is issued.

17.6.2 Monitoring per 10 CFR 50.65(a)

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will provide a 

program description for monitoring SSC in accordance with 10 CFR 50.65(a)(1).

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will provide the 

process for determining which SSC within the scope of the Maintenance Rule Program 

will be tracked to demonstrate effective control of their performance or condition in 

accordance with paragraph 50.65(a)(2).

17.6.3 Periodic Evaluation per 10 CFR 50.65(a)(3)

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will identify and 

describe the program for periodic evaluation of the Maintenance Rule Program in 

accordance with 10 CFR 50.65(a)(3).

17.6.4 Risk Assessment and Management per 10 CFR 50.65(a)(4)

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will describe the 

program for maintenance risk assessment and management in accordance with 10 CFR 

50.65(a)(4).  Since the removal of multiple SSC from service can lead to a loss of 

Maintenance Rule functions, the program description will address how removing SSC 

from service will be evaluated.  For qualitative risk assessments, the program 

description will explain how the risk assessment and management program will 

preserve plant-specific key safety functions.

17.6.5 Maintenance Rule Training and Qualification

A COL applicant that references the U.S. EPR design certification will describe the 

program for selection, training, and qualification of personnel with Maintenance-
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Rule-related responsibilities consistent with the provisions of Section 13.2 as 

applicable.  Training will be commensurate with maintenance rule responsibilities, 

including Maintenance Rule Program administration, the expert panel process, 

operations, engineering, maintenance, licensing, and plant management.

17.6.6 Maintenance Rule Program Role in Implementation of 
Reliability Assurance Program (RAP) in the Operations Phase

A COL applicant referencing the U.S. EPR Design Certification will describe the 

relationship and interface between Maintenance Rule Program and the Reliability 

Assurance Program (refer to Section 17.4).

17.6.7 Maintenance Rule Program Relationship with Industry Operating 
Experience Activities

Industry operating experience (IOE) comprises information from a variety of sources 

that is applicable and available to the nuclear industry with the intent of minimizing, 

through shared experiences, adverse plant conditions or situations.  Sources of IOE 

include information programs organized by the reactor vendor, safety-related 

equipment suppliers, the NRC, the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO), and 

the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI).

IOE is reviewed for plant-specific applicability and, where appropriate, is applied in 

various elements of the Maintenance Rule Program and procedures, including scoping, 

performance/condition criteria development, monitoring, goal-setting, corrective 

action, training, program assessment, and maintenance and procurement activities.  

The specific steps for employing IOE in the various Maintenance Rule Program areas 

will be contained in the plan or process for maintenance rule implementation 

described in Section 17.6.8.

17.6.8 Maintenance Rule Program Implementation

A COL applicant referencing the U.S. EPR Design Certification will describe the plan 

or process for implementing the Maintenance Rule Program as described in the COL 

application, which includes establishing program elements through sequence and 

milestones and monitoring or tracking the performance and/or condition of SSC as 

they become operational.
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