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St. Mary Medical Center- Hobart 
1500 South Lake Park Avenue 
Hobart, IN 46342 

Dear Mr. Hatten: 

Enclosed is Amendment No. 19 to your NRC Material License No. 13-03459-03 in accordance 
with your request. Please note that the major changes made to your license are printed in bold 
font. 

Please review the enclosed document carefully and be sure that you understand all conditions. 
If there are any errors or questions, please notify the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Region Ill office at (630) 829-9887 so that we can provide appropriate corrections and answers. 

In your correspondence to us dated March 18, 2013, and June 7, 2013, you indicated that 
you wished to release for unrestricted use areas within your former nuclear medicine 
department, in order to permit demolition and renovation activities. 

The NRC staff has reviewed your final status surveys. Based on its review, the staff has 
concluded that all licensable radioactive material has been removed from your former 
nuclear medicine areas of use and residual radioactive material attributable to licensed 
activities does not exceed current NRC criteria. 

Based on these conclusions no further remediation or actions with respect to NRC 
regulated material is required for these areas of use and the former nuclear medicine 
department is suitable for unrestricted use. 

This also refers to the telephone conversations between you and me on April 24, 2013, 
on June 10, 2013 (which included Sara Forster) and on June 11, 2013, concerning 
clarification of some of the information in your letters dated March 18, 2013, and June 7, 
2013. 

In the April 24, 2013, telephone conversation you agreed to provide some additional 
details in the next amendment request for the renovations. The details we requested 
included a description of the approximate date(s) when you will need the subsequent 
amendments, so we can coordinate reviewer attention; a description of the licensed 
materials used in the areas being added and being closed out/decommissioned; and 
confirmation that it is your understanding that areas will not be released for unrestricted 
use until our review of each close out survey report is complete and an amendment is 
issued authorizing the release (underlined for emphasis). 
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We noted that, in your Jetter dated June 7, 2013, most of the requested information was 
either not addressed at all or not completely. 

In your letter dated June 7, 2013, faxed to us on Saturday, June 8, 2013, when we were 
closed, you requested an "expedite" and stated that the amendment was needed as soon 
as possible to permit demolition and renovation activities, with a crew "on standby" 
already. 

For future reference, when requesting an urgently needed amendment, please arrange a 
specific date ("as soon as possible, stat, immediately, etc." are not specific dates) with a 
reviewer, a senior reviewer or the Materials Licensing Branch Chief (who directs our 
work), at least a few days, preferably a week or two, in advance of the date when the 
amendment will be needed. Please briefly justify and support your request so our 
management can better decide the assignment of your request. This will allow us to 
provide you with better service as well as serve the needs of the many other licensees 
who rely upon us. 

Please be clear and specific about what you are requesting to minimize confusion and 
requests from us for clarification. Although your situation is inherently very familiar to 
you, it is not as familiar to us. So providing clear and complete, specific information 
helps us both. 

Your letter stated that "normal nuclear medicine" isotopes were used in the nuclear 
medicine department. No specific radionuclides were described. It appeared that only 
low-energy technetium-99m materials were evaluated in your close-out surveys, as only 
cobalt-57 was used for the efficiency calculation for wipe tests. We therefore assumed 
that no iodine-131 (or other longer-lived and higher energy radionuclides) was used in 
the nuclear medicine department. If our understanding is incorrect and iodine-131 was 
used in the nuclear medicine department, please contact me immediately at (630) 829-
9841. 

It is NRC's expectation that all radionuclides historically used in an area will be evaluated 
in the final status surveys prior to release for unrestricted use. 

In the future, please state clearly and specifically which radionuclides were used 
historically in the areas of use and/or addresses of use that you are requesting be 
released for unrestricted use. 

Please also state the name of the person who performed the close-out surveys, as that 
information was lacking from your June 7, 2013, letter also. In the telephone call 
between you, me and Sara Forster on June 10, 2013, it appeared that you performed the 
survey but it is always best to state this in the amendment request. 

Although not stated in your June 7, 2013, letter as requested, we assume that you 
understand that areas will not be released for unrestricted use until our review of each 
close out survey report is complete and an amendment is issued authorizing the release. 

Thank you very much for your kind consideration of the matters above. 

If you have questions concerning these matters, please contact me at (630) 829-9841. My 
fax number is (630) 515-1078. My email address is colleen.casey@nrc.gov. 
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its 
enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document 
Room or from the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS}, 
accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 

You will be periodically inspected by NRC. Failure to conduct your program in accordance with 
NRC regulations, license conditions, and representations made in your license application and 
supplemental correspondence with NRC will result in enforcement action against you. This 
could include issuance of a notice of violation, or imposition of a civil penalty, or an order 
suspending, modifying or revoking your license as specified in the General Statement of Policy 
and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Actions. 

Since serious consequences to employees and the public can result from failure to comply with 
NRC requirements, prompt and vigorous enforcement action will be taken when dealing with 
licensees who do not achieve the necessary meticulous attention to detail and the high standard 
of compliance which NRC expects of its licensees. 

The NRC's Safety Culture Policy Statement became effective in June 2011. While a policy 
statement and not a regulation, it sets forth the agency's expectations for individuals and 
organizations to establish and maintain a positive safety culture. 

You can access the policy statement and supporting material that may benefit your organization 
on NRC's safety culture Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/about-
nrc/reg ulatory/enforcement/safety-culture. htm I. 

We strongly encourage you to review this material and adapt it to your particular needs in order 
to develop and maintain a positive safety culture as you engage in NRC-regulated activities. 
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Sincerely, 

&!&exfLdl~ 
Colleen Carol Casey 
Materials Licensing Branch 


