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Order Modifying Licenses With Regard to Reliable Hardened Containment Vents 

Capable of Operating Under Severe Accident 


Conditions (Order Number EA-13-1 09) 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On June 6, 2013, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued an 
immediately effective order to all licensees that operate boiling-water reactors 
(BWRs) with Mark I and Mark" containment designs, including Southern !'Juclear 
Operating Company (SNC), entitled "Order Modifying License with Regard to 
Reliable Hardened Containment Vents Capable of Operation under Severe 
Accident Conditions (Effective Immediately)" (EA-13-1 09). Order EA-13-1 09 
rescinds an order issued by the NRC on March 12,2012 (EA-12-050), that 
required all BWRs with Mark I and Mark" containments to take certain actions to 
ensure the operability of reliable hardened vent systems to remove decay heat 
and maintain control of containment pressure following events that result in loss 
of active containment heat removal capability or prolonged loss of AC power. 

Order EA-13-109 requires SNC to install hardened containment venting systems 
that can be maintained functional during severe accident conditions, i.e. following 
significant core damage. The substantive requirements of the Order are 
contained in Attachment 2 of the Order. The Order includes two separate 
implementation phases. Phase 1 includes modifications to wetwell venting 
systems, while Phase 2 includes modifications to drywell venting systems or 
implementation of a reliable containment strategy that meets regulatory approval. 
SNC is required to submit an overall integrated plan describing how compliance 
with Phase 1 will be achieved to the NRC by June 30, 2014, and is required to 
complete full implementation of Phase 1 requirements no later than startup from 
the second refueling outage that begins after June 30, 2014, or June 30, 2018, 
whichever is sooner. EA-13-109 also requires SNC to submit an overall 
integrated plan describing how compliance with Phase 2 will be achieved to the 
NRC by December 31, 2015, and full implementation of Phase 2 requirements 
must be complete no later than startup from the first refueling outage that begins 
after June 30, 2017, or June 30, 2019, whichever is sooner. 



Commission 

Page 2 

The NRC in the Order that it implementation guidance 
for 1 by October 31,2013, and for Phase 2 by April 30, 2015. Upon 

implementation guidance, understands that it will have 
twenty assess the impact of the guidance and notify the NRC of any 
challenges with implementation of the Order in with Paragraph IY.C 
of the 

answer to 
a hearing. However, 

nl""m""nTIY11'I guidance is not available until October 31, 
April 30, 2015, for remain significant 

uncertainties about the scope of the work that will required by EA-13-1 09. As 
a result, is unable to state with certainty that it will able to meet all of 
specified compliance deadlines in the Order. As such, SNC's future responses 
may include for schedule relief as warranted by subsequent NRC 
requirements or implementing guidance or of engineering analyses 
not yet performed. Any such request would be submitted in accordance with the 
relaxation provision in Section IV of the Order. 

is rescinded by EA-13-109, SNC understands that all 
and submittal 2-050 are no 

SNC considers the was submitted 
27,2013 to action is 

with respect to that submittal or requirement specific 

This letter contains no NRC commitments. If you any questions, please 
contact McElroy at (205) 992-7369. 
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Mr. B. L. Ivey states he is a Vice President of Southern Nuclear Operating 
Company, is authorized to execute this oath on behalf of Southern Nuclear 
Operating Company and , to the best of his knowledge and belief, the facts set 
forth in this letter are true. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 
Mr. B. L. Ivey 
Vice President - Regulatory Affairs 

BU/cln/lac 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this)/:;f day of___cJ.:::...~U~I1c..::e.-,,,---__, 2013. 

~J~~ 
--,rotary PUb/IC 

My commission expires: Ihtttttii 2-2/ J-()If 

cc: 	 Southern Nuclear Operating Company 
Mr. S. E. Kuczynski, Chairman, President & CEO 
Mr. D. G. Bost, Executive Vice President & Chief Nuclear Officer 
Mr. D. R. Madison, Vice President - Hatch 
Mr. B. J. Adams, Vice President - Fleet Operations 
Mr. C. R. Pierce, Director - Regulatory Affairs 
RType: CHA02.004 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Mr. V. M. McCree, Regional Administrator 

Mr. R. E. Martin, NRR Senior Project Manager - Hatch 

Mr. E. D. Morris, Senior Resident Inspector - Hatch 


State of Georgia 

Mr. J. H. Turner, Environmental Director Protection Division 
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