
 
 

September 20, 2013 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Larry Camper, Director 

 Division of Waste Management 
   and Environmental Protection 
 Office of Federal and State Materials 
   and Environmental Management Programs 

 
FROM:  Kevin Hsueh, Chief    /RA/ 

 Environmental Review Branch 
 Environmental Protection and 
   Performance Assessment Directorate 
 Division of Waste Management 
   and Environmental Protection 
 Office of Federal and State Materials 
   and Environmental Management Programs 

 
SUBJECT:  APPROVAL FOR “FINAL COMPARATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 

EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES FOR HANDLING LOW-LEVEL 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE SPENT ION EXCHANGE RESINS FROM 
COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS” TO BE MADE 
PUBLICLY AVAILABLE  

 
 
The staff has completed preparation of the “Final Comparative Environmental Evaluation of 
Alternatives for Handling Low-Level Waste Radioactive Spent Ion Exchange Resins from 
Commercial Nuclear Power Plants” (Final Report).  The evaluation was conducted consistent 
with Option 2 in SECY-10-0043, “Blending of Low-Level Radioactive Waste,” dated April 7, 
2010, which stated in part that “…disposal of blended ion exchange resins from a central 
processing facility would be compared to direct disposal of the resins, onsite storage of certain 
wastes when disposal is not possible and further volume reduction of the Class B and C 
concentration resins.”  The Commission approved Option 2 in “Staff Requirements - SECY-10-
0043 – Blending of Low-Level Radioactive Waste,” dated October 13, 2010.  On September 20, 
2012, the NRC staff published a notice in the Federal Register requesting public comments on 
the draft version of the report.  The 120-day public comment period ended on January 18, 2013.  
The Final Report presents the staff’s responses to, and has been prepared in consideration of, 
all the comments received, and includes revisions to the draft report based on some of these 
comments.  The staff intends to issue a notice in the Federal Register of the availability of the 
Final Report. 
 
The Office of the General Counsel has reviewed the Final Report and has no legal objection to 
the publication of the document. 
 
Enclosure: 
Final Report 
 
CONTACT:  Stephen Lemont, FSME/DWMEP 
                    (301) 415-5163
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