
Performance Materials and Technologies
Honeywell
P.O. Box 430
2768 North US 45 Road
Metropolis, IL 62960

June 13, 2013

UPS/Next Day Air

Mr. Victor McCree, Regional Administrator
Region II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
245 Peachtree Center Ave NE, Suite 1200
Atlanta, GA 30303

REFERENCES: 1. Docket No. 40-3392; License SUB-526
2. Confirmatory Order, EA-12-157, dated October 15, 2012,

Victor M. McCree, NRC, to Brett Able, Honeywell

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO COMMISSION NON-U F6
PROCESS LINES

On October 15, 2012, the NRC issued a Confirmatory Order to Honeywell (Reference 2)
that identified the actions that Honeywell must complete before it could resume UF6
production at the Metropolis Works (MTW) facility in Metropolis, Illinois. Since then,
Honeywell has undertaken detailed analyses and performed extensive plant modifications
to address the NRC’s concerns regarding the hazards associated with potential UF6
releases. The plant modifications are nearing completion and the NRC Staff are presently
conducting their technical reviews. Honeywell will not resume UF6 production until it
receives written approval from the NRC.

In order to support the timely and operationally efficient restart of UF6 production,
Honeywell is requesting authorization to commission the Ore Preparation and Green Salt
equipment and process lines. Honeywell anticipates beginning commissioning activities
for Ore Preparation on 17 June, 2013, and commissioning activities for Green Salt on 24
June, 2013, or as soon as possible following receipt of authorization to conduct these
limited operations.

Description of proposed limited operation

Honeywell is requesting authorization to commission two process lines: Ore Preparation
and Green Salt. Ore Preparation involves only the blending, agglomerating, drying, and
crushing of incoming ore concentrates that results in a uniform particle size distribution
(i.e., “prepared feed”). The Green Salt process involves hydrofluorination of “prepared
feed” to produce solid UF4 (green salt). These activities do not involve a phase change of
solid UF6 or quantities of liquid UF6. Additionally, the chemistry of these two process
lines does not involve UF6 in any form or phase. Nor were these activities implicated by
the NRC’s Temporary Inspection findings, which concerned potential hazards from UF6
releases.



The procedures employed for the proposed limited operations are those utilized for normal
operations of these two units. Procedures are current and Honeywell workers and
contractors trained and qualified for operating and maintaining these process lines will be
used during this period of limited operation.

Conclusion and basis for operation within current Emergency Response Plan (ERP)

The limited operations do not involve UF6 in any form or phase. ERP staffing, equipment,
and procedures will remain in place during the time of limited operations.

Revision to ERP (if necessary)

A revision to the ERP is not necessary for the proposed limited operations period.

Description of current operating practices to protect the worker/public and why they are
sufficient for proposed limited operations

The activities planned during the limited operation timeframe will follow current, updated
MTW procedures.

The proposed limited operations pose no risk to the public. In the event of an accident
involving these process lines, there would be no consequence to members of the public.
Honeywell workers and contractors will be trained on occupational safety matters,
including the use of approved and prescribed Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). ERP
staffing, equipment, and procedures will remain in place during the time of limited
operations. The MTW facility will retain the staffing required to maintain the Emergency
Response Team (ERT) onsite. This team provides first aid response and emergency
mitigation for chemical incidents.

If proposal includes mitigation, complete description of measures

Additional mitigation during the period of limited operations is not necessary. The process
lines do not involve UF6 in any form or phase. In the event that the NRC does not
authorize restart, the Ore Preparation and Green Salt processes can be decommissioned
without production of solid or liquid UF6.

Explicit request that the NRC authorizes the limited operations

By submission of this letter, the Honeywell Metropolis Facility is requesting that the limited
operations described above be authorized.

Please contact Mark Wolf at (618) 309-5013 should you have any questions or require
additional information.

Sincerely,

/vt’-f,iru-)

Lrry Smith
Plant Manager
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cc:

Attention: Document Control Desk
Director, Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Anthony Gody, Director
Division of Fuel Facility Inspection
Region II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
245 Peachtree Center Ave NE, Suite 1200
Atlanta, GA 30303

Mr. Brett W. Able
Vice President, ISC
Performance Materials and Technologies
Honeywell International Inc.
P.O. Box 1087
101 Columbia Turnpike
Morristown, NJ 07962-1 087
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