
SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE CALL WITH VETERANS ADMINISTRATION REGARDING 
THE FUTURE TRANSFER OF A PORTION OF THE ALAMEDA SITE 

Date: May 8, 2013 

Participants: 

NRC: Robert L. Johnson, DWMEP; Shirley Xu. DMSSA; Kevin Null, Rill 
VA: Craig Adams, NHPP; Michelle DeGrandi, Office of General Counsel 

Purpose: Follow up call to clarify and confirm the two May 3, 2013, emails from Gary Williams, 
Director NHPP regarding the future transfer from the Navy to the VA of a parcel of the Alameda, 
California site. Also, for NRC staff to address some of the VA MML questions about potential 
impact on the VA MML resulting from the transfer. 

Key points from the discussion: 

• The transfer agreement between the Navy and VA is currently undergoing an internal VA 
review. 

• VA agreed to NRC's request for a copy of the transfer agreement after it is signed 

• The schedule for transfer is sometime this year but the date is not certain. 

• The transfer agreement will identify responsibilities of both parties. 

• The total VA parcel of about 640 acres of land will be a Fed to Fed transfer when the 

transfer agreement is signed. 
• Disposal area. Although the total parcel of land will transfer to the VA, the responsibility 

for Installation Restoration (IR) 2, one of the two disposal areas at Alameda, will remain 
with the Navy for years and until the remedy (restrictions and cover) is completed and 
approved by EPA. 

• Other areas: 

o Other areas on the VA parcel are still being remediated by the Navy and it is 
unclear if all these areas would be released for unrestricted use. Robert noted 
that NRC would follow up on these parcels when it meets with the Navy on its 
annual site visit in August. 

o Other areas where there has been known contamination which the Navy has 
remediated, the Navy would have responsibility should residual radioactivity be 
found. 

o Other areas with no known contamination would be the VA's responsibility if 
residual radioactivity is ever discovered. However, the VA stated that finding 
residual radioactivity in these areas was not expected. 



• NRC discussed it's development of an MOU with DoD: 

o NRC noted that it believes it has jurisdiction for the radium-226 and strontium-90 
that has been identified in theIR 2 disposal area. 

o Discussions are ongoing for a comprehensive MOU for all DoD sites, all residual 
radioactivity, and all services. The MOU would supersede the Hunters Point 
agreement letter approach. The MOU would be used for certain DoD sites, 
including Alameda, instead of licensing. 

o At Alameda, NRC's "stay informed" approach and reliance on EPA would likely 
continue under the NRC/DoD MOU for the disposal area and other areas being 
remediated that are not planned to be transferred to VA. 

• It is possible that the "stay informed" approach would continue after transfer of the EPA 
approved disposal area to the VA because it would remain under the CERCLA five year 
review process and EPA's oversight. But NRCNA agreement letters similar to the 
existing EPA and Navy agreement letters for Hunters Point likely would be needed, and 
NRC would need to be kept informed about the VA's role for restrictions, monitoring, 
maintenance, and five-year reviews. 

• NRC noted that if the VA finds items or residual contamination on the parcel where it had 
not been previously known, NRC would expect the VA to notify all appropriate parties, 
including NRC. It was noted that NRC can't require the VA to notify us if the property 
would ever be released for unrestricted use. 

• NRC also noted that there appears to be a low likelihood that the VA MML would be 
affected by this transfer for the reasons noted above 



Null, Kevin 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Mr. Johnson, 

Williams, Gary E <Gary.Williams3@va.gov> 
Friday, May 03, 2013 1:05 PM 
Johnson, Robert 
Null, Kevin; Pelke, Patricia; Xu, Shirley; Adams, Craig L.; Huston, Thomas E.; DeGrandi, 
Michelle; Janes, Larry G.; Roaldson, Douglas L.; Cancio, Nelson (CFM); Setlock, George 
Update on NAS Alameda 

The following individuals from VA have expressed interest in listening to your update on NAS Alameda or providing 
responses to any questions you might have related to the project. 

Please provide a few options for date/time so invites can be sent and confirmations obtained. Mr. Adams will set up the 
meeting using our VANTS teleconference system. 

Mr. Douglas Roaldson, VISN 21 Director's Office 
Ms. Michelle DeGrandi, Office of General Counsel 
Mr. Larry Janes, VISN 21 Capital Asset Manager 
Mr. George Setlock, VISN 19 & 21 GEMS Coordinator 
Mr. Nelson Cancio, Environmental Engineer 

Ms. Patty Pelke and Mr. Kevin Null, NRC Region Ill, have expressed a desire to listen to the update. 

Based on your last message, dated March 18, 2013, we understand the CERCLA process and NRC oversight does not 
affect the VHA MML. 

The real estate transfer documents are currently under VA legal review. These documents are pre-decisional but can be 
shared with the NRC after they've been executed. With respect to the MOU, the Navy will maintain responsibility for 
site cleanup for known contamination. Also, the Navy will retain responsibility post-transfer for implementing the 
remedies approved by EPA. 

The VA is fully aware of the legal responsibilities it will assume following transfer of the site and cleanup of theIR sites 
and areas of concern by the Navy. In general, nothing will change with respect to the environmental cleanup post
transfer. The Navy will continue their investigation and cleanup activities until EPA concludes that cleanup is complete. 

My understanding is that the primary NRC question at this time is how all parties will address contamination (if found) 
outside of known restricted or remediated areas, after property transfer has taken place. Keeping lines of 
communication open, leading up to and after property transfer, is an area of focus. 

Please let me, or Mr. Adams, know if you have any other specific areas to cover in preparation for the teleconference. 

Gary E. Williams 
Director, National Health Physics Program 
Veterans Health Administration 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 
Office (501 257-1572; Cell (501) 256-5331 
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Null, Kevin 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Kevin, 

Williams, Gary E <Gary.Williams3@va.gov> 
Friday, May 03, 2013 10:36 AM 
Null, Kevin 
Adams, Craig L.; Huston, Thomas E. 
Alameda-- NRC interest 

This e-mail is in follow-up to our telephone discussion today about Alameda and the NRC request for 
a copy of the transfer documents. 

The transfer documents are undergoing the deliberative process and legal review. Thus, these 
documents are pre-decisional but can be shared with NRC after they've been executed. 

With respect to the MOU, Navy will maintain responsibility for site cleanup for known 
contamination. Navy will retain responsibility post-transfer for implementing the remedies approved 
by EPA. 

Responsibilities transfer to VA once Navy demonstrates and EPA agrees that the remedies have been 
successfully implemented. (Based on this arrangement, it will be a number of years post-transfer 
before environmental responsibilities will transfer to VA for some areas of the site.) 

VA will then continue with long-term maintenance of the site, which will include sampling and 
reporting. VA has had ongoing meetings with EPA over the years discussing the transfer and 
cleanup. 

VA is fully aware of the legal responsibilities it will assume following transfer of the site and cleanup 
of theIR sites and areas of concern by the Navy. 

In general, nothing will change with respect to the environmental cleanup post-transfer. Navy will 
continue their investigation and cleanup activities until EPA concludes that cleanup is complete. 

My understanding is that the primary NRC question at this time is how to address areas outside of the 
currently known restricted areas, if contamination is found in those areas post transfer. 

Please let me know if you have any other specific questions or issues to address in preparation for a 
possible conference call. 

Gary E. Williams 

Director, National Health Physics Program 

Veterans Health Administration 

North Litde Rock, Arkansas 
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Office (501 257-1572; Cell (501) 256-5331 
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