
 
 
 
 
 

June 5, 2013 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter 
  



 
 
 
 
 

June 5, 2013 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air  
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 

 
       Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Senator Jeff Sessions 
  



 
 
 
 
 

June 5, 2013 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Committee on Energy  
  and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Representative Henry A. Waxman 
  



 
 
 
 
 

June 5, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Representative Bobby L. Rush 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

June 5, 2013 
 

The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment  
  and the Economy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representative 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
  
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Representative Paul Tonko



 

 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman:  
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of a Federal Register notice denying a petition for 
rulemaking submitted by the American Physical Society (the petitioner).  The petition requests 
that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require applicants for an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility license to provide an assessment of the proliferation risks associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed facility. 
 
For the reasons stated in the enclosed Federal Register notice, the NRC is denying the petition 
for rulemaking.  In summary, while the NRC appreciates and shares the petitioner’s concern 
about the risk of nuclear proliferation, the NRC has concluded that requiring applicants for an 
NRC enrichment or reprocessing facility license to perform an assessment of proliferation risks 
would not enhance NRC efforts in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.  The NRC’s 
comprehensive licensing framework, which includes 1) extensive regulatory requirements;  
2) ongoing oversight; and 3) active interagency cooperation, adequately addresses proliferation 
risks and concerns associated with the construction and operation of an enrichment or 
reprocessing facility in the United States.  To the extent that the petitioner is concerned about a 
spread of proliferation-sensitive technology beyond the United States, Federal agencies within 
the Executive Branch with intelligence arms and foreign policy expertise have primary 
responsibility for developing and promoting global implementation of the U.S. Government’s  
policies and goals relating to nonproliferation.  These agencies have both the responsibility and 
the expertise to work through diplomatic and other channels to deter such efforts. 
 

 
     Sincerely, 

 
 
 

     Rebecca Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 

Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice  
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter 
 
Identical Letters sent to: 
The Honorable Thomas Carper with cc to Senator Jeff Sessions 
The Honorable Fred Upton with cc to Representative Henry A. Waxman 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield with cc to Representative Bobby L. Rush 
The Honorable John Shimkus with cc to Paul Tonko 
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