
From: Trefethen, Jean
To: Miller, Debra; Rajapakse, Champa
Subject: FW: Archeological Potential of Prairie Island
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2013 1:29:07 PM
Attachments: 665P PI Ron Schirmir e-mail for EA.doc

Here is the other message I mentioned.

-----Original Message-----
From: Schirmer, Ronald C [mailto:ronald.schirmer@mnsu.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 6:48 PM
To: Heather Westra; Trefethen, Jean
Subject: Archeological Potential of Prairie Island

Hi Heather and Jean!

I hope you are both well.  I'm about to head into the field to investigate a Late Woodland site in the
Red Wing area (it actually has a view of the southern end of Prairie Island) that has several series of
postmolds, likely indicating the locations of houses built between ca. A.D. 800 and 1000.  I was a little
surprised by the discovery of postmolds last summer - the site was cultivated for approximately 100
years and is highly erodible, sandy soil.  It is clearly related to Late Woodland sites on Prairie, judging
from the pottery, and has an associated small mound group.  I'm telling you both this because even
though the site we're working at is very large, it wasn't discovered until I found it in 2006.  Sites within
100m of it had been found during an compliance project in the mid-1980s.

Even though we often rightly think of Prairie Island as a relatively small landform in a very large
landscape, that does not mean that we actually know much about it; we only find things where we look
and sometimes that means that things that are very visible and nearby can be just as invisible or
ignored as things that lay entirely below the surface.  A few more examples are in order.

In the mid-1880s when T.H. Lewis was mapping mounds throughout the northern Midwest, he mapped
the 21GD01 mound group (the Nauer mound group) on the south end of Prairie Island.  When I was
conducting investigations at the Bartron village in 2008 I had occasion to examine the Nauer mound
group, which is adjacent to the Bartron village.  I found that not only had Lewis not mapped a nearby
mound that contains historic burials, but I also found that another mound group (as yet unreported)
exists approximately 50m south of the Nauer group.  The new mound group has 15 mounds in it, many
of which are more than 1.5m in height and 30m in diameter.  In other words, they are NOT small
mounds and are easily visible, even in the wooded area, from mounds that Lewis mapped.

Also relevant to the Bartron site is that the investigator in the 1960s, Elden Johnson, was specifically
interested in the Oneota occupation at the site.  When I re-excavated areas that he had worked in, I
found several Late Woodland features in addition to Oneota materials.  In reviewing Johnson's notes, I
discovered that had specifically ignored the Late Woodland features because he considered them
"disappointingly low in artifact content" and not relevant to his interests.  So, even though we have
data from the site, those data are clearly biased.

Finally, some years ago I did a pro bono investigation in a parking lot in the Red Wing Industrial Park,
within the boundaries of 21GD17, a large mound group associated with the Silvernale village (21GD03). 
A business in the industrial park was repaving their parking lot and because it was mapped as a mound
group (recorded by Lewis) the Office of the State Archaeologist required monitoring during
construction.  In the process of doing this, I discovered an area adjacent to the building and in the
middle of an extensively disturbed area that had escaped molestation and contained a dozen pit
features and 23 postmolds.  Thus, even in the middle of areas that have been significantly compromised
by construction, when the exact extent and nature of that disturbance is not known, important cultural
resources can persist.

Given these data and given the lack of information available about the construction activities at the
PINGP, it is my opinion that aside from areas where documentable major disturbance to depths greater
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than 2m can be substantiated, no areas can be considered to be free of potentially significant cultural
resources.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or require further information.

Best regards,

Ron.

Ronald C. Schirmer, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Anthropology
Minnesota State University, Mankato
358 Trafton Science Center, North
Mankato, MN  56001

507.389.6612 (Office)
507.389.6318 (Administrative Assistant)
507.389.6769 (Fax)

"He will triumph who understands how to conciliate and combine with the greatest skill the benefits of
the past with the demands of the future."  Jos. N. Nicollet. ca. 1835


