
 
 
 
 

April 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment 
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter



 
 
 
 

April 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air 
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Senator Jeff Sessions  



 
 
 
 

April 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Committee on Energy 
  and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs. 

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Representative Henry A. Waxman  



 
 
 

April 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 
  and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs. 

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Representative Bobby L. Rush  



 
 
 
 

April 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment 
  and the Economy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Representative Paul Tonko  



 
April 7, 2014 

The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment  
  and the Economy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is denying a petition for rulemaking submitted 
by Mr. Michael Mariotte on behalf of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service (the 
petitioner).  The petitioner requested that the NRC expand existing emergency planning zones 
around nuclear power plants, create a new emergency planning zone, and require the 
incorporation of concurrent natural disasters in the required periodic emergency plan drills.   

 
The NRC has concluded that the current size of the emergency planning zones is appropriate 
for existing reactors and that emergency plans will provide an adequate level of protection of the 
public health and safety in the event of an accident at a nuclear power plant.  The current 
emergency planning zones provide for a comprehensive emergency planning framework that 
would allow expansion of the response efforts beyond the designated distances should events 
warrant such an expansion.  For more information, see the enclosed Federal Register notice 
that will be published soon in the Federal Register. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1776 if you have questions or need more 
information. 

Sincerely, 
/RA/ 
V. Renee Simpson 
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs 

Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc:  Representative Paul Tonko 
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