
From page 24 of the Qs and As from the 2008 Vendor Workshop: 
http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/ML0926/ML092660129.pdf 
 
Question 62: 
 
How long are suppliers required to maintain records of quality documents in fireproof cabinets or 
dual record storage?  Indefinitely? 
 
Answer: 
 
Entities subject to Part 21 must retain records for a minimum period specified in § 21.51. For 
evaluations of deviations, the retention period is five years. For notifications sent to purchasers, 
the retention period is five years. For records of purchasers of basic components (i.e., 
safetyrelated procurement documents), the retention period is ten years. Nothing in Part 21 
mandates the use of “fireproof cabinets” or “dual record storage” in maintaining necessary 
records. 
 
From pages 145-6 of NUREG-0302: 
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/oversight/quality-assurance/vendor-
insp/nureg-0302.html 
 
Question 1:  Discuss type of records required by Part 21 for Part 50 licensees and their 
suppliers. 
 
Response: 
 
As stated in the preamble to the effective Part 21, it is not anticipated that the records required 
by Part 21 to assure compliance with this Part will necessitate any change in the documentation 
procedures of organizations that are presently complying and remain in compliance with 10 
CFR Part 50, Appendix B, Quality Assurance Criteria for Nuclear Power Plants and Fuel 
Reprocessing Plants. 
 
In addition, records should include the following:  

a. Information sufficient to describe the deviation. 
b. An analysis of the effect of such deviation in a basic component if used in a facility or 

activity subject to Part 21. 
c. A conclusion based on this analysis as to whether the deviation could create a 

substantial safety hazard. 
 
Page 146 of NUREG-0302 
 
Question 3:  At what point can records related to evaluations and modifications be destroyed 
under Paragraph 21.51(a)?  
 
Response: 
 
Records related to evaluations and notifications that are not related to the actual creation of a 
substantial safety hazard can be destroyed after authorized by the purchaser, as explained in 
Section 21.51(b). Records relating to evaluations and notifications which are related to the 
actual creation of a substantial safety hazard should be retained for the life of the basic 
component to which the record refers. 



 


