
Susquehanna River Basin Commission
a water management agency serving the Susquehanna River Watershed

March 26., 2013

Mr. Michael J. Caverly
VP-Nuclear Project Development
PPL Bell Bend, LLC
Two North Ninth Street
Allentown, PA 18101-1179

Status of Commission Review of Applications
for PPL Bell Bend, LLC - Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant:

Salem Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania;
Commission Pending Nos. 2009-079 (SW), 2009-080 (CU), and 2012-007 (GW)

Dear Mr. Caverly:

The purpose of this letter is to provide PPL Bell Bend, LLC (PPL) with the current status
of the Susquehanna River Basin Commission (Commission) staffs review of the consumptive
water use, surface water withdrawal, and groundwater withdrawal applications submitted for the
Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant (BBNPP). The letter also outlines general conditions that would
be required in order for staff to recommend approval of the applications at a future date.

The applications are being reviewed under Section 3.10 of the Susquehanna River Basin
Compact and 18 CFR Part 806, the general standards set forth in the Commission's Consumptive
Use Mitigation Plan (Publication No. 253, adopted by Commission Resolution No. 2008-01) and
Commission Policy No. 2012-01., Low Flow Protection Policy related to Withdrawal Approvals,
adopted on December 14, 2012. More specifically, the proposed withdrawal from the
Susquehanna River and the consumptive use of that water, and the proposed groundwater
withdrawal for construction dewatering, are being reviewed under 18 CFR §806.4, §806.22, and
§806.23 to develop appropriate recommendations to limit, condition, or deny the withdrawal to
avoid significant adverse impacts, including adverse cumulative impacts to the water resources
of the basin.

The Commission staff has reviewed all submissions related to the BBNPP applications
and, based on that review, the staff acknowledges that all requested information and studies
required for review of passby requirements have been received. Based on its current evaluation,
the Commission staff has provided PPL with recommendations regarding passby flow
requirements and consumptive use mitigation recommendations for the BBNPP project, subject
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to change as specified, in a letter to you dated December 28, 2012. These recommendations were
developed so that PPL could evaluate storage requirements to provide consumptive use
mitigation water and to provide augmentation flows to assure passby flow requirements do not
cause an interruption in the operation of BBNPP. Note that an evaluation of storage requirements
includes not only the quantity of stored water, but also acceptable operations plans for the timely
release of that water. In a letter to you dated June 27, 2012, the Commission staff clarified the
requirement that the source of mitigation water and flow augmentation must be upstream of
BBNPP to assure that there are no significant impacts to aquatic life in the vicinity of BBNPP.

PPL's current submittal outlining how it intends to provide mitigation and flow
augmentation for BBNPP is very conceptual in nature and, as such, lacks sufficient detail to be
evaluated by Commission staff. Regardless of the source of mitigation waters, substantive details
must be submitted to Commission staff before we can evaluate the merit of any plan.

In the most general terms, Commission staff would be able to recommend approval of the
BBNPP project if/when PPL can demonstrate that it has a sufficient quantity of stored water
under its control, that this water is available at acceptable upstream location(s), and that this
water can be released by PPL to satisfy both consumptive use mitigation and passby flow
requirements described in our correspondence to you dated December 28, 2012.

Because a detailed plan identifying specific sources to be used to satisfy mitigation and
passby requirements for BBNPP has yet to be submitted by PPL, both the consumptive water use
and surface water withdrawal applications are deficient at this time. Commission staff cannot
continue its review until PPL provides such plan. Further, if any elements of the plan involve
third parties, contracts must be in place to provide the required resources prior to staff s
formulating recommendations for Commission action. Additionally, reformulation studies and
approvals from other agencies, such as the USACE and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection (PADEP), must be substantially complete to assure that any action by
the Commission will be supported by its members.

The timeframe for final action on the applications by the Commission cannot be
determined until PPL provides a detailed timeline for addressing this deficiency and associated
activities to be completed. At such time as PPL provides the additional information required for
these applications, Commission staff will resume its review of the pending consumptive water
use and surface water withdrawal applications.

With regard to the pending groundwater application, Commission staff will also consider
the aquifer test waiver for proposed dewatering for excavations at the BBNPP site when we
resume our reviews.

In a related matter, issuance of the Approval by Rule (ABR) for water use during the
construction of BBNPP will be coordinated with actions on the other applications discussed
above.
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Should you have any questions regarding the review process, or if Commission staff can
assist you in any way, please contact Jim Richenderfer at (717) 238-0423, extension 224.

Sincerely yours,

James L. Richenderfer, Ph.D.. P.G.
Director, Technical Programs

cc: Gary Petrewski - PPL Bell Bend, LLC
Kelly Heffner - PA Alternate Commissioner
Amy Elliott - USACE
Heidi Biggs - PADEP
J. R. Holtsmaster - PADEP
Mark Hartle - PFBC
Jennifer Kagel - USFWS
Lora Zimmerman - USFWS
Jamie Davis - USEPA
Laura Quinn-Willingham - USNRC
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