
April 12, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer  
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
   and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
 On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
letter of March 8, 2013, requesting an update on the NRC’s progress in addressing 
recommendations related to the agency’s response to the accident at the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power facility following the earthquake and tsunami in March 2011.  As noted in the 
enclosure, the NRC has made significant progress in addressing the lessons learned from the 
Fukushima accident. 
 
 The Commission has directed actions that have the most significant safety impact and 
they are already being implemented by our licensees.  The March 12, 2012, mitigating 
strategies order, combined with the hardened containment venting system and spent fuel pool 
instrumentation orders, puts tangible safety enhancements in place.  In addition, the 
Commission has adjusted the schedules and approaches for some actions such as the seismic 
and flooding hazards analysis, in recognition of the complexity of the analyses and the need to 
balance taking prompt action with ensuring our regulatory approach is well-informed, fully 
justified, and makes the best use of available resources.   
 
 As our understanding of the event has evolved, the Commission has also not limited its 
review to the Near-Term Task Force recommendations.  For example, although the Near-Term 
Task Force did not initially recommend filtering as a potential recommended action, the 
Commission recently approved the development of a rulemaking for filtering strategies for 
boiling-water reactors with Mark I and II containments.  
  
 The information you requested is enclosed with this letter.  If you have any additional 
questions, please contact me or Ms. Rebecca Schmidt, Director of the Office of Congressional 
Affairs, at (301) 415-1776. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
            /RA/ 
 
 

Allison M. Macfarlane 
 
Enclosure: 
As stated 
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter 


