
§ 26.207 Waivers and exceptions.  

*****  

(e)  Natural Event Waivers 
 
(1) In unusual situations such as severe weather, grid instability, pandemic 
conditions, or other natural phenomena, or during public emergencies unrelated 
to natural events, a licensee may request a natural event waiver. Approval of a 
natural event waiver applies to the population of on-site workers that otherwise 
would be required to meet the requirements of §§ 26.205(c) and (d). 
 
(2)  A natural event waiver must contain a worker sequestration plan that include 
provisions for determining when activation is necessary, an estimated duration to 
return to normal operations, managing rest periods, and other compensatory 
measures to manage fatigue of sequestered personnel.  Plans also shall include 
an estimate of the resources and skills being sequestered. Plans shall list an 
estimate of what essential work is planned or necessary during the sequestration 
period while the natural event waiver is in effect.  
 
(3) Individual waivers from the sequestration plan may be granted using the 
same criteria as § 26.207 (a) (1).   
 
(4) A natural event waiver may be granted if the Operations Shift Manager or 
Security Shift Manager and senior Site Management determine that (i) the public 
health and safety or common defense and security is balanced against the 
potential fatigue rule violations that may occur associated with continued 
operation or outage period during the waiver period, (ii) safety will not be affected 
unacceptably by exercising this waiver, and (ii) there is an acceptable plan to 
manage fatigue of workers being sequestered with appropriate compensatory 
measures identified. 
 
(5)  NRC Regional staff must be notified when the waiver is necessary and 
concur with the sequestration plan provisions prior to implementing the natural 
waiver or within 8 hours of implementation if the event was unexpected.  Upon 
activation of the natural event waiver, the licensee does not have to meet the 
requirements of §§ 26.205(c) and (d). 
 
(6) While the natural event waiver is activated, the licensee shall only conduct 
activities critical to maintaining or restoring safe plant conditions or site security.  
 

Basis: 

Many licensees will only need this on an infrequent basis.  The cumulative impact 
of maintaining an approved plan for a hypothetical event will unnecessarily place 
burden on both the licensee staff and the NRC staff.  Large fleets will have to 



maintain multiple plans and likely only need them very infrequently.  It makes 
more sense to establish an exception that can be processed in advance of an 
event with a simple process of NRC concurrence that is specific for the event.  
Licensees can still establish an “on-the-shelf” plan with “fill-in-the-blanks” for 
specific criteria and even obtain some NRC review in advance.  This can then be 
quickly tailored for the event prior to implementing sequestration.  Guidance 
documents can be written that provides a NRC endorsed framework much like 
the NOED process for which this was modeled.  See MC 0410 for Natural Event 
NOED. 

Items to be included in NRC endorsed section of NEI-06-11-guidance 
document: 

• Template for sequestration plan format and content ( along lines of Appendix 
A of NRC proposed language as modified by industry comments) 

• Concurrence expectations relative to submittal, timing, etc to the NRC. 

• Examples of acceptable rest period attributes. 

• A simple concurrence process/expectations using regional management with 
NRR as a resource for the region. 


