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Historic Question; RE: Historic Question 

This responds to your original March 1,2013 email request plus your supplemental March 7, 2013 email request 
(attached above) for information regarding listing of properties within the 143 acre Humboldt Bay Power Plant (HBPP) 
site with the National Register of Historic Properties (NRHP). The 143 acre site contains or contained a nuclear unit 
(HBPP Unit 3), two former fossil units (HBPP Units 1 and 2), a current fossil unit (Humboldt Bay Generating Station) 
including structures associated with these generating units. Only the nuclear generating Unit 3 was determined eligible 
for listing on NRHP in 2003, but was never actually listed. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
stipulates that historic properties eligible for inclusion in the NRHP are provided the same consideration as those that 
are listed (80 Stat. 915, 16 U.s.c. 470f, as amended). Therefore, Unit 3 and its associated facilities (including 
components such as the spent fuel pool) have been treated as if they were listed for purposes of decommissioning and 
to meet mitigation requirements outlined by the California Energy Commission (CEC) for the licensing of the Humboldt 
Bay Generating Station (HBGS). 

Unit 3 and most supporting facilities, with the exception of two administration buildings, will be removed as part of the 
decommissioning project. The administration buildings do not contribute in an important way to the significance of Unit 
3 either as an innovative example of engineering or as a landmark in the history of commercial nuclear power, and are 
not considered historic properties. The fossil fuel generating Units 1 and 2 and appurtenant structures were 
determined ineligible for the NRHP in 2006, and have since been removed. The new HBGS was constructed 2010 and, 
being less than 50 years old, is not qualified for consideration as a historical resource. No additional historic properties 
have been identified within the area of potential effects. 

A Mitigation Plan (October 2010) was prepared as part of CEC's approval for HBGS that aimed to mitigate the adverse 
effects caused by demolition of the historic power plant structures. This plan encompassed Units 1, 2, 3 and their 
supporting facilities, and included provisions for documenting the power plant facilities to Historic American Buildings 
Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) standards as well as the preparation of an illustrated history, 
interpretive display, artifact and document donation, and public art piece. All but two ofthe items specified in the 
Mitigation Plan have been completed to date: 

• HABS/HAER Documentation (2012) 
• Interpretive display at the Clarke Historical Museum in Eureka (2012) 
• Mural on administrative building (2011) 
• Illustrated history book (In progress - est. completion Spring 2013) 
• Archival material donation (In progress - est. completion Spring 2013) 

Because the mitigation was completed under the auspices of a California State Agency, neither the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) nor the National Park Service (Department of the Interior-designated lead for cultural 
resources) were required to participate in development or approval ofthe Mitigation Plan. That said, this plan was 
specifically designed to go above and beyond the minimum typically required for mitigation of a historic property to 
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ensure adequate documentation prior to removal of these features. The HAER documentation, for instance, was 
donated in 2012 to the Heritage Documentation Program division of the National Park Service, where it will be housed in 

the Library of Congress. 

As for future listing of the Unit 3 power plant or other components at the site, it would be irrelevant since the structures 
have already been removed or are in the process of being removed. Demolished properties are typically de-listed from 
the National Register. 

Let me know if you have any questions or comments. 

David Sokolsky 
HBPP Supervisor of Licensing 
415-973-5024 office 
707-601-6703 cell 

PG&E is committed to protecting our customers' privacy. 
To learn more, please visit http://www.pge.com/about/company/privacy/customer/ 
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