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February 6, 2013

Secretary
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001
Attn: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff
Subject: Industry Comments on Retrospective Review under Executive Order 13579:
77 Federal Register 70123, November 23, 2012 [Docket No. NRC-2011-0246]
Project Number: 689
On behalf of the nuclear energy industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)[1] appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments on the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) draft plan for the Retrospective Review
under Executive Order 13579, published in the subject Federal Register notice.
The draft NRC plan contains no specific processes for identifying “outmoded, ineffective, insufficient, or
excessively burdensome” regulations. The draft plan attempts to describe the effectiveness of, and taking
credit for, historical NRC activities and existing regulatory actions to meet the intent of the executive order.
Unlike other federal agencies that are responding to the executive order, the NRC plan takes credit for past
regulatory reviews instead of outlining a specific review plan, yet does not describe, even in general terms the
conclusions and the results. This suggests that the NRC believes that the agency is already addressing the
issues described in the executive order, inferring that there is no need for action.
Notwithstanding these deficiencies, the industry understands the NRC’s apparent rationale behind committing
limited resources to this effort, and agrees that there may not be benefit from a wholesale retrospective
review of NRC regulations as contemplated by the executive order. The industry believes that the intent of the
retrospective review could be met through addressing the cumulative effects of NRC regulatory actions,
rulemaking and other NRC regulatory processes resulting in greater benefit in safety and resource
management.

Adrian P. Heymer
Executive Director, Strategic Programs
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[1]

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) is the organization responsible for establishing unified industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear energy industry, including
the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's members include all entities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United
States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel cycle facilities, nuclear materials licensees, and other organizations and entities involved in the
nuclear energy industry.
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