
3411 Idlewild Court
Rapid City SD 57702
Dec!6er 31, 20L2

Cindy Bladey VT-
Chief, Rules, Announcements and Directives Branch 17)
Division of Administrative Services i "l c:-
Office of Administration, Mailstop TWB-05-BOIM r-
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission r-- ..o
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 .

Dear Ms Bladey,

I'm writing about the SEIS for the proposed Powertech Dewey-Burdock ISL uranium
mine near Edgemont SD, Docket NRC-2012-0277.

I live in Chapel Valley in Rapid City. We have our own water system with wells in the
Madison Aquifer. I'm very concerned about the amount of water the proposed mine will
use (or sell) and how that will affect all of us in the Black Hills and elsewhere who
depend on the Madison for high quality water. Rapid City pumps water from that aquifer,
and pumping during drought years has dried up creeks and springs in the area. For
example, City Springs in NW Rapid City, which has a city well right next to it, used to
produce a lot of water before the well was constructed and is the source of water for Lime
Creek. Because of the drought and city pumping, those springs and the creek are a trickle
compared to what they used to be. Has the NRC considered the impact of ISL mining
water withdrawal from two aquifers if the drought we are in continues?

As any hydrologist-will tell you, water flows through unknown pathways, which change
over time. We don't have X-Ray vision to see what is happening below the surface. I
have no confidence in Powertech's ability to know and understand how their mining-
operation will affect our groundwater.

As you know, the SD legislature suspended its rules that would require state inspection of
the mine site and monitoring wells (as the result of intense lobbying by Powertech). So
who will do the inspections? The prospect of no independent inspections at all is very
scary.

I hope that this information is helpful to you and that, since the state has abandoned its
responsibility to protect our water from ISL mining, that the NRC will act on our behalf.

Sincerely,

Shirley Frederick
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