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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Preliminary Proposed Rule Language 

Part 26, Subpart I, of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR)  
“Managing Fatigue” 

 

The NRC is proposing to amend the following sections as indicated by text in red: 

 

 

§ 26.207 Waivers and exceptions. 

***** 

(e) Staff sequestration. (1) A licensee may develop a sequestration plan that meets the 
requirements of appendix A of this part.  A licensee that develops a sequestration plan shall 
submit the plan to the NRC under paragraph (e)(5) of this section 180 days before implementing 
the plan.  The licensee need not meet the requirements of §§ 26.205(c) and (d) while operating 
under the NRC-approved sequestration plan.  A licensee that develops changes to its 
sequestration plan shall submit the plan changes to the NRC under paragraph (e)(5) of this 
section 90 days before implementing the plan changes. 

(2) While the sequestration plan is activated, the licensee shall only conduct activities 
critical to maintaining safe plant conditions.  No discretionary maintenance is permitted while the 
sequestration plan is activated. 

(3) Licensees that develop a sequestration plan shall maintain the plan and any changes 
to it until the Commission terminates the license for the nuclear power reactor.   

(4) Any licensee that develops and submits a sequestration plan for NRC review shall 
develop procedures to implement its plan. 

(5) Any licensee that develops and submits a sequestration plan for NRC review shall 
inform the NRC Headquarters Operations Center within 4 hours of its decision to either activate 
or de-activate its plan. 

(6) Sequestration plans and any changes to sequestration plans must be submitted to 
the NRC Document Control Desk, with a copy to the appropriate Regional Office, and a copy to 
the appropriate NRC Resident Inspector if one has been assigned to the site of the facility.  If 
the communication is on paper, the submission to the Document Control Desk must be the 
signed original. 
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APPENDIX A TO PART 26 – SEQUESTRATION PLANNING 

 

Table of Contents 

I. Introduction 
II. Contents of Sequestration Plans 

 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Licensees subject to subpart I of this part are permitted under § 26.207(e) to develop a 
plan for sequestering individuals on-site shortly before, during, and shortly after forecastable 
naturally occurring events that may threaten access to the site.  This appendix establishes 
minimum requirements for sequestration plans.   

The potential for naturally occurring events to threaten access to nuclear power plants 
varies as a function of geography, typical weather patterns, and state and local government 
infrastructure.  Consequently, site-specific sequestration plans provide licensees the opportunity 
to sufficiently staff their facilities to ensure safe plant conditions while also adequately managing 
fatigue of individuals at nuclear power plants.   

 

II.  CONTENTS OF SEQUESTRATION PLANS 

The licensee’s sequestration plan must contain, but not necessarily be limited to, information 
needed to demonstrate compliance with the elements set forth below, and the NRC shall 
evaluate the plan against those standards.   

 

A. Forecastable Natural Phenomena That May Threaten Site Access 

The licensee shall describe forecastable natural phenomena that may threaten access to 
the nuclear power plant for which the licensee intends this plan to be applicable.  This 
description should include the impact of typical weather systems throughout the calendar year, 
including the ability of State and local infrastructure to maintain access to the site.   

 

B. Activation Criteria 

For each of the natural phenomena required to be described by paragraph II.A of this 
appendix, the licensee shall specify the conditions that must exist to activate the sequestration 
plan.  These conditions must include, at a minimum, an active warning from an independent 
government agency indicating that access to the licensee’s site may be restricted or individual 
travel to the site may be hazardous.  Examples include, but need not be limited to, severe 
weather warnings and flood warnings from the National Weather Service.  
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C. Individuals That Will Be Sequestered 

The licensee shall specify the individuals, by role, position, or group, who will be 
sequestered while this plan is activated.  Because many licensees are subject to various severe 
naturally occurring events, licensees may specify which different groups will be sequestered for 
different events.   

 

D. Decision Authority 

The licensee shall specify the individual position with ultimate authority for deciding to 
activate or de-activate the sequestration plan.  The individual position identified should be a 
senior site manager who is not included in the minimum staff requirements under § 
50.54(m)(2)(i).  In addition, the individual position identified shall remain sequestered on-site 
from the time the sequestration plan is activated until such time as the sequestration plan is de-
activated. 

E. Accommodations for Off-Shift Individuals 

The licensee shall describe the accommodations that it will provide for individuals who are 
sequestered on site but not actively on shift.  Licensees shall ensure that sequestered 
individuals have not only enough space but also a sufficiently dark and quiet environment, so 
that they may get adequate rest before working their next shift. 

 

F. Shift Scheduling 

The licensee shall describe how it intends to schedule shifts for individuals being 
sequestered.  While activation of the sequestration plan exempts the licensee from the 
scheduling and work hour controls requirements of §§ 26.205(c) and (d), the licensee shall 
schedule shifts in an effort to reasonably manage the fatigue of sequestered individuals to the 
maximum extent possible, while ensuring safe plant conditions.   

 

G. Deactivation Criteria 

The licensee shall specify the conditions that must exist in order to deactivate the 
sequestration plan and resume operations in compliance with §§ 26.205(c) and (d).  Restoring 
the plant to power operation, including reactor plant start-up or preparations thereto, must not 
be considered a deactivation criterion.  Deactivation criteria must be established so that 
licensees sequester individuals for the minimum time possible, while maintaining a sufficient 
workforce for safe nuclear plant conditions. 

 

H. Transitioning to Normal Operations  

The licensee shall specify how it intends to return to a normal operating workforce once the 
criteria to deactivate the sequestration plan have been met.  This plan must include provisions 
that ensure adequate off-site rest for individuals that were sequestered prior to their returning to  
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the site.  Under § 26.205(b)(3), hours worked while sequestered must be included in the 
calculation of individuals’ work hours. 

 


