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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

10 CFR 2.206 PETITION REVIEW BOARD (PRB)

CONFERENCE CALL

RE:

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

WEDNESDAY

JANUARY 9, 2013

The conference call was held, Mary

Muessle, Chairperson of the Petition Review Board,

presiding.

PETITIONER: MICHAEL MULLIGAN

PETITION REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS:

MARY MUESSLE, Petition Review Board Chairman

JAMES KIM, Petition Manager

MERRILEE BANIC, PRB Coordinator

NRC STAFF:

JOHN BILLERBECK, Resident Inspector, VYNPP

EMILY MONTEITH, OGC
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PROCEEDINGS

2:01 p.m.

MR. KIM: Good afternoon. I'd like to

thank everybody for attending this meeting.

My name is James Kim, and I am a project

manager in NRR.

We are here today to allow the

Petitioner, Mr. Michael Mulligan, to address the

Petition Review Board regarding 2.206 petition dated

December 5th, 2012.

I'm the petition manager for the

petition. The Petition Review Board chairman is

Mary Muessle.

As part of the Petition Review Board's

review of this petition, Mr. Michael Mulligan has

requested this opportunity to address the PRB.

This meeting is scheduled from 2:00 to

3:00 p.m. The meeting is being recorded by the NRC

Operations Center, and will be transcribed by a

court reporter. The transcript will become a

supplement to the petition. The transcript will

also be made publicly available.

I'd like to open this meeting with

introductions. As we go around the room, please be

sure to clearly state your name, your position, and
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1 the office that you work for within the NRC, for the

2 record.

3 I'll start off. This is James Kim. I'm

4 a project manager in the Division of Operating

5 Reactor Licensing in NRR.

6 MS. BANIC: Merrilee Banic, petitioner

7 coordinator, NRR.

8 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Mary Muessle. I'm the

9 Petition Review Board chairman.

10 MS. MONTEITH: I'm Emily Monteith, an

11 attorney in the Office of General Counsel.

12 MR. KIM: We have completed introductions

13 at the NRC headquarters. At this time, are there

14 any NRC participants from headquarters on the phone?

15 MR. RAZZAQUE: Yes. This is Mohammad

16 Razzaque from Reactor Systems Branch, NRR.

17 MR. BILLERBECK: And this is John

18 Billerbeck from the Component Performance and Test

19 Branch, NRR.

20 MR. KIM: Thank you. Are there any

21 participants from the Regional Office on the phone?

22 MR. SETZER: Good afternoon. This is Tom

23 Setzer, senior project engineer for Region I.

24 MR. RUTENKROGER: Hello. This is Scott

25 Rutenkroger, senior resident inspector assigned to
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1 Vermont Yankee.

2 MR. KIM: Thank you.

3 Are there any representatives for the

4 license on the phone?

5 Hearing none, Mr. Mulligan, would you

6 please introduce yourself for the record.

7 MR. MULLIGAN: Hi. I'm Mike Mulligan. I

8 live in Hinsdale, New Hampshire, about two miles

9 away from Vermont Yankee. I'm a whistleblower. I

10 worked at Vermont Yankee as a reactor operator for

11 about 13 years. I was also in the Navy on a fast

12 attack submarine working in that.

13 MR. KIM: Thank you. It is not required

14 for the members of the public to introduce

15 themselves for this call. However, if there are any

16 members of the public on the phone, who wish to do

17 so at this time, please state your name for the

18 record.

19 Hearing none. I'd like to emphasize

20 that we each need to speak clearly, and loudly, to

21 make sure that the court reporter can accurately

22 transcribe this meeting. If you do have something

23 that you'd like to say, please first, state your

24 name for the record.

25 Before starting into the meeting, please
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1 remember to mute your phones to minimize any

2 background noise or distraction. If you do not have

3 a mute button, this can be done by pressing the keys

4 *6. To unmute, press the *6 keys again. Thank you.

5 At this time, I'll turn it over to the

6 PRB chairman, Mary Muessle.

7 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Good afternoon.

8 Welcome to this meeting regarding the 2.206 petition

9 submitted by Mr. Mulligan. I'd like to first share

10 some background on our process.

11 Section 2.206 of Title 10 of the Code of

12 Federal Regulations describes the petition process.

13 It's the primary mechanism for the public to request

14 enforcement action by the NRC in a public process.

15 This process permits anyone to petition NRC, to take

16 enforcement type action related to NRC licensees, or

17 licensed activity. Depending on the results of its

18 evaluation, NRC could modify, suspend, or revoke an

19 NRC-issued license, or take any other appropriate

20 enforcement action to resolve a problem.

21 The NRC staff's guidance for the

22 disposition of a 2.206 petition request is in

23 Management Directive 8.11, which is publicly

24 available.

25 The purpose of today's meeting is to
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1 give the Petitioner an opportunity to provide any

2 additional explanation, or support for the petition,

3 before the Petition Review Board's initial

4 consideration and recommendation.

5 This meeting is not a hearing, nor is it

6 an opportunity for the Petitioner to question or

7 examine the PRB on the merits or the issues

8 presented in the petition request.

9 No decisions regarding the merits of

10 this petition will be made at this meeting.

11 Following this meeting, the PRB will

12 conduct its internal deliberations. The outcome of

13 this internal meeting will be discussed with the

14 Petitioner. The PRB typically consists of a

15 chairman, usually a manager at the Senior Executive

16 Service level at the NRC. It has a petition manager

17 and a PRB coordinator. Other members of the board

18 are determined by the NRC staff based on the content

19 of the information in the petition request.

20 And I can introduce, briefly, the Board.

21 I'm Mary Muessle, the Review Board chairman. James

22 Kim is the petition manager. Lee Banic is the office

23 PRB coordinator, and the other technical staff have

24 introduced themselves on the phone.

25 Does anybody need me to go back over
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1 those names?

2 Okay. As described in our process, the

3 NRC staff may ask clarifying questions in order to

4 better understand the Petitioner's presentation, and

5 to reach a reasoned decision whether to accept or

6 reject the Petitioner's request for review under the

7 2.206 process.

8 I would like now to summarize the scope

9 of the petition under consideration and the NRC

10 activities to date.

11 On December 5th, 2012, Mr. Mulligan

12 submitted to the NRC a petition under 2.206

13 regarding the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station.

14 Mr. Mulligan requested an immediate shutdown of

15 Vermont Yankee, because in his opinion, the NRC and

16 Entergy can't keep the nuclear safety paperwork and

17 documents accurate, and up to date, and specified a

18 number of additional actions in his petition.

19 I think everyone has a copy of the

20 petition. Does anyone need me to read these other

21 items?

22 Okay. Allow me to discuss the NRC

23 activities to date.

24 On December 20th, 2012, the PRB met

25 internally to discuss the request for immediate
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1 action of emergency shutdown of Vermont Yankee. The

2 PRB denied the request for immediate action because

3 there was no immediate safety concern to plant, or

4 to the health and safety of the public.

5 On December 21st, 2012, Mr. Mulligan was

6 informed of the PRB's decision on the immediate

7 action, and on December 21st, 2012, Mr. Mulligan

8 requested an opportunity to address the PRB by

9 telephone, which is the purpose of today's call.

10 As a reminder for phone participants,

11 please identify yourself if you make any remarks as

12 this will help us in the preparation of the meeting

13 transcript that will be made publicly available. And

14 thank you for that.

15 Mr. Mulligan, I'll turn it over to you,

16 to allow you to provide any information youbelieve

17 the PRB should consider as part of this petition.

18 MR. MULLIGAN: Thank you very much.

19 Thank you for this opportunity to do this

20 presentation, and I just want to let everybody know

21 that I think we live in the best country on the

22 planet. Basically, I'm going to set out some

23 timelines, and stuff, and, you know, and one of the

24 big problems I have is with LERs, how inaccurate and

25 how fractured they are, and how a story like the
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1 problems with the SRV ends up being almost

2 undecipherable. You almost have to--you know,

3 beyond an expert--maybe have an idiot like me really

4 looking at these documents very carefully, and

5 trying to decipher what the Agency is doing.

6 You're really not getting the whole

7 message, what's going on, and in the paperwork. It's

8 really frightening. You're only getting the

9 surface, and all the really good, the interesting

10 stuff is, you know, many miles down, underneath the

11 ocean, where--where it can't be seen, and there's a

12 lot of like fishes moving around, and you can't

13 really understand what's going on, and stuff like

14 that.

15 And I think we have a--the public has a

16 right, you know, to participate with the Agency, and

17 the licensing, and stuff like that. I think that,

18 you know, we have a right to see what's going on.

19 Participation. Participation is accurate documents,

20 and timely documents, and documents that, you know,

21 more or less, the average guy can understand, and it

22 wouldn't be hard to put this in a format that people

23 could understand.

24 Basically, the last time the LERs were,

25 and Vermont Yankee's SRV threaded seal document was
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1 updated is March 1st, 2011, and--and basically it

2 says there were thermal issues which caused the

3 Viton material to degrade. And that is inaccurate.

4 They left it as inaccurate. What had happened was

5 that it was inappropriate material, and everybody

6 knew it, and nobody had the guts to stop it, or--and

7 nobody had the guts to put the information down in

8 paperwork where the public could see it, and they

9 could make a, you know, make a comment, or try and

10 influence the Agency, or Entergy, to change their

11 behaviors and stuff like that. And that's what

12 happens a lot. You get these gaming of documents

13 and gaming of inspection results, and gaming of

14 investigations, and internal processes, way down

15 deep in the dark ocean where nobody can see your

16 little fishy playing, and stuff like that. And it's

17 really not fair. It's not fair for me, living two

18 miles from the plant, or all of my community.

19 It's not fair for the ratepayers and the

20 stockholders, and anybody--the nation, as a whole,

21 as far as having a strong nuclear power industry.

22 So again, the first report of this happened around

23 the April-May 2010 refueling outage, and we had to

24 start talking about the tritium leak, and all the

25 problems associated -- well, not all the problems,
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1 just the cook-out line.

2 January 2010, tritium in the Vermont

3 Yankee well was discovered.

4 February 4th, 2010, 775,000 picocuries

5 per liter was discovered in a hole.

6 February, I think it was 10th, the

7 Vermont senate voted not to recertify Vermont

8 Yankee. During the ensuing months, Governor Douglas

9 found Entergy not truthful. And also the senate.

10 Through the fall elections, Candidate Shumlin

11 campaigned on shutting down Vermont Yankee because

12 nobody could trust the NRC or Entergy.

13 November 2010, Governor-Elect Shumlin

14 won the election, and he continued to want Vermont

15 Yankee shut down.

16 November 2012, Governor Shumlin won the

17 next election on a landslide, and here we sit today,

18 still trying to shut down Vermont Yankee. What

19 we're really trying to do is get the NRC to behave

20 like a ethical and moral Agency, to stop this

21 playing around, and dancing behind the scenes, and

22 stuff like that, and be a, really, a transparent and

23 a model for the United States, for an Agency that we

24 can all admire. Because, you know, we only see the

25 surface stuff, and maybe that looks pretty narrow,
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1 at times, on the outside, but stuff--but everybody

2 knows underneath this stuff is--is a lot of stuff

3 going on that's wrong, and it should be corrected,

4 because we're a good nation, and we deserve a good

5 Agency, and a good Government.

6 2002. Vermont Yankee. The safety

7 release valves, threaded seals, the Viton material

8 was manufactured. 2008. The new SRVs arrived on

9 site. April-May 2010, the refueling outage. That's

10 when they discovered the seals were leaking.

11 September 25th, 2010. That's the date,

12 on LER 2010-002, and you catch that. You know,

13 April-May, 2010, is when the leak was discovered,

14 and then everybody was diddling until September

15 25th, 2010. That's when they discovered--I mean,

16 that's when the event date was put out.

17 December 22nd, 2010 is when you start

18 disseminating the report. April 25th, 2011. January

19 1st to March 31st, 2011, that's when the first

20 inspection report came out. 2011-002. Along this

21 path here, it's been two 2.206's on these SRVs.

22 March 1st, 2011. This is when--March,

23 can you imagine that? Almost a year later, from

24 when it was discovered, that they did an update on

25 the LER. And that's the last information we've
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1 gotten out of Entergy due to--associated with this,

2 and of course that--this update was on March 1st. I

3 said that. Yes.

4 And it was accurate. You know, that's

5 when, you know, they said what--what was certainly--

6 it's a thermal degradation of the seals, and stuff

7 like that.

8 And it wasn't that. And, you know, the

9 NRC admitted in October 31st, 2012, a recent

10 inspection report, 2012-004, that there weren't bad

11 Viton material or anything, a bad batch, or anything

12 like that. It was the wrong material and stuff.

13 So it's amazing--the delay, that LER

14 update, and this whole thing has been fractured, and

15 very hard to put together. Probably, you know, a

16 handful of people in the United States could put

17 this all stuff together in a coherent fashion. So--

18 and the next inspection report is June 2nd, 2011.

19 That's 2011-008. And then the most recent one of

20 course I just mentioned, in 2012- 004.

21 So, you know, everything's contextual.

22 NRC very seldom puts it in a contextual manner.

23 They throw a couple of sentences out there in an

24 inspection report, and, you know, and really, very

25 little of the information is verifiable. It's just
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1 assertions by the Agency. And they're dangling

2 assertions, and they're not engineering, you know,

3 evidence or truth, and stuff like that. It's just

4 blind assertions.

5 And a sentence might cover a very

6 complicated subject, and, you know, all they might

7 mention is in a sentence, and nobody gets to see the

8 deep dark ocean underneath everything, how the thing

9 really works, and stuff like that.

10 And I'll tell you. If the outsiders

11 can't see this dark ocean, and they need to see it

12 there, it's unfair for the employees, because then,

13 you know, half of the people have to lie, and make

14 half-truths, and dance around, and play games, and

15 stuff like that. And, you know, the winners are the

16 guys that lie the best. The losers are the guys

17 that, you know, their hearts are breaking and

18 they're trying to tell the truth, and they know they

19 can't, and stuff like that.

20 And it ends up in a chilling

21 environment. So that's--you might say this is not

22 risk-informed, or there's not much of a risk

23 involved here, and stuff like that. You know, as

24 far as the organization behind it, and the

25 mechanisms, how the organization works, and the
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1 ability to stick with the truth, and the evidence

2 and the facts, and put it out on paper, so that

3 there's a document trail and stuff like that. It's

4 disgusting, what's going on here, and stuff like

5 that, and I think--this thing with not properly

6 documenting a problem in a timely manner, I think

7 it's all over the place, and especially at Entergy,

8 and I think it's all over the industry.

9 You know, everybody can play games as

10 far as when to have an investigation and when to

11 have a vendor investigation and stuff. And the

12 interesting--you know, having a vendor that his

13 component fails, and he's doing a wink-wink

14 investigation type of thing and stuff, I think it's

15 not the way it's supposed to run. It's not supposed-

16 -it's supposed to be honest, and integrity, and

17 being truthful, and our hearts are singing, not

18 paining for having to hide behind what we know is

19 right, and I think it's important. I think this

20 stuff is important.

21 As an example, we call these comic book

22 NRC rules, because, you know, they're kind of funny,

23 because you only abide by the rules when it's in

24 your interest, and the majority of times, the rules

25 are ignored, or, you know, if it pains you, you
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1 know, if it presents a bad picture, everybody hides

2 it. And it's wrong.

3 You know, think about that LER 2010, or

4 2-1, you know, the safety analysis, the cause of the

5 thread seal condition was thermal degradation.

6 That's a year later after the event happened. And

7 can you imagine such a engineering, large

8 engineering organization like Entergy and the NRC,

9 and they still can't get it right? They still don't

10 know what's wrong with the--what caused those seals

11 to fail, those threaded seals to fail and stuff.

12 And they don't have it down to what is

13 exactly wrong, a year later? And stuff like that.

14 And they're making, again, inaccurate remarks in an

15 LER, and the NRC's not correcting them. They're

16 not, you know, putting their feet to the fire. You

17 know, the right way to run this plant was back in

18 April--spring of 2010, within a couple of weeks, to

19 know exactly what was going on there with them SRVs,

20 instead of letting them start up, and making them

21 put in good actuators, and stuff like that.

22 And, you know, a good regulator would

23 have, back in 2008, they would have been perusing

24 their, Vermont Yankee's documents, Entergy would

25 have said, you know, we're going to put in SRVs in a
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1 couple of years, and we got them on site, and, you

2 know, you guys are going to have to take a look at

3 these SRVs, and see--you know, we got a little

4 problem here and what do you think about it?

5 And the NRC should have came back and

6 said--and wrote a little inspection report about it,

7 you know, the problems with the Type 1 and Type 2

8 SRVs, and giving the public the ability to comment

9 on what was going on. How come the NRC missed that?

10 How come they didn't, you know, tag what was going

11 on, and give the public an opportunity?

12 How come, when this thing was all over,

13 that nobody's sitting back there in Documents,

14 because public documents, those are the things that

15 make a democracy strong. Public documents, and

16 errors with a Agency and stuff like that. How come

17 the Agency didn't say, you know, what did we do

18 wrong here? You know, what did we do? What should

19 have been the right way? What did we do wrong? How

20 can we change our organization, that this will never

21 happen again?

22 But you never hear the heartbreak of the

23 Agency at times, you know, and really say, you know,

24 we done wrong, we could have been better, and stuff

25 like that. And this is how we made a mistake. And
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1 this is how we're going to change our rules and

2 regulations there to make our nation strong.

3 How come we never seen that stuff with

4 the Agency? How come it's all kind of just

5 everybody's hiding in the corner, afraid to open

6 their mouths and, you know, they're afraid to

7 explain how the real world works. How come that

8 doesn't happen?

9 And so the threaded seal condition, that

10 is a thermal degradation. You can say that, well,

11 you know, that may be just one the seal, or maybe

12 there are two seals. Actually, three seals failed.

13 Two seals were inop and the third seal leaked but it

14 wasn't bad enough to kick into another failure.

15 And we know that the SRVs--you need

16 three out of four SRVs to be operable. You guys

17 know that. Two valves fail. Two valves were inop.

18 They should have been shut down when them first

19 things were leaking and stuff, but, you know, safety

20 release valves in themselves are a dangerous valve.

21 You know, if they were in a regular

22 plant, not a nuclear plant, you could set up, you

23 know, pressure protection for the reactor. You

24 know, if it was just a fossil plant, you could stick

25 them valves in a place that was easily accessible.
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1 You could see--you could put your hands near the

2 valves, and listen to the noise, you know, read the

3 temperatures on it, and stuff like that.

4 You'd have the ability to isolate the

5 valve, and if it showed any indications, then

6 replace it out, and stuff like that, and put another

7 valve in there. And, you know, you start fresh

8 again with a brand new valve, when the plant was

9 operating. But what makes these valves dangerous,

10 really, really dangerous, is they're behind a

11 barrier, and that area behind the barrier has a lot

12 of radiation.

13 So nobody can go in there when the

14 plant's at operation, for months and years at a

15 time, usually. People can't go in the containment

16 to replace out those valves. And nobody--and

17 they're instrumented up very primitively. Hardly

18 anybody can see what's going on and stuff.

19 And so that's what--all the guessing.

20 You know, we turn certainty--the temperature, the

21 tail pipe downstream temperature indicates this or

22 that, and we turn it into certainty, we know what's

23 going on with the valves, and, you know, the Viton

24 material is a bad batch, but it's not the wrong

25 batch, so it's only one seal, not all the seals, and
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1 stuff like that.

2 And so, you know, that's really

3 dangerous, when you, the NRC, especially, and

4 Vermont Yankee, when they get these fragmentary bits

5 of information and they turn it into certainty, and

6 they don't sit there and worry about what

7 information is missing, and stuff.

8 And when you get into that pattern of

9 taking fragments of information, incomplete

10 information, and had the habit of turning that into

11 expressing it in absolute terms of: "we're safe,

12 we're safe," or everything--and all you've got to

13 back it up is fragments of information. That's

14 really dangerous stuff, when you start doing that.

15 And so technically, now, really,

16 according to the new inspection report, it was the

17 wrong material. There wasn't two valves that were

18 inop. All of the valves were inop, or had the wrong

19 material in there. All the valves had the wrong

20 material.

21 They had 225 degree components in there,

22 and they should a had 400 degree components in

23 there, and they blamed it on thermal temperatures,

24 and stuff like that, that the plant's running for,

25 how many years? 40 years, and never had this

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



22

1 problem. And then you go through a Cycle 1 cycle,

2 with new valves, and you've got this kind of

3 problem.

4 So where are the people saying to

5 themselves, you know, oh, we got a leak. Oh, it's a

6 little leak. Oh, but it's a new valve, it's a brand

7 new valve we just stuck in. Oh, geez, you know, we

8 got the wrong type of valve in there, and we're

9 finagling with the-instead of a Type 2, we got Type

10 1.

11 And so why aren't people--why isn't the

12 Agency and people at Vermont Yankee, you know,

13 digging into the facts--not the fragments, the

14 facts? Why aren't they, you know, digging deep in

15 there, and trying to understand what's really going

16 on, and fixing it immediately, and stuff like that?

17 And so that's what--so some time prior

18 to that outage in the spring of 2010, those valves

19 started leaking. Well, it doesn't really matter if

20 they leaked or not, because they were the wrong

21 material, and they should have been inopped back in

22 210--208. Excuse me. 208. Before they even put them

23 in the plant, because they were the wrong material,

24 and they wouldn't withstand a accident temperature.

25 And all four of them valves would of leaked.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



23

1 And, you know, when I've talked about

2 fragmentary information? You know, everybody brags

3 about, well, you know, we got a big old nitrogen

4 tank outside, and that could have lasted until the

5 Ice Age came back, or whatever you want to call it,

6 and stuff like that. No problem.

7 It was only like one valve that leaked,

8 or maybe two valves that could possibly leak, and

9 stuff. But it was all four of them. I mean, didn't

10 we do an evaluation on all four of them valves

11 leaking, how long that tank could last, and worried

12 about, you know--no, because you didn't know what

13 was wrong. You didn't know it the wrong material.

14 Nobody assumed it was a thermal problem with the

15 valves--with the temperature inside the containment,

16 and stuff.

17 And nobody had the guts to call it. It

18 was wrong. It was a 225 degree Viton material. And

19 we know Viton material, there's a lot of stuff that

20 says it's dangerous material, especially in

21 actuators in nuclear power plants. And they have

22 problems at the plants.

23 In January 1993, during a review of

24 components of safety-related portion of a nitrogen

25 supply system at the Fitzpatrick nuclear plant, the
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1 licensee found that certain parts of the drywell

2 were air-operated dampers and their associated

3 solanoid valves were made of *bunahan* and

4 elastomer--whatever, material that is not suitable

5 for high temperature conditions.

6 So you had these warnings, over and over

7 again, and you forget about them, and you put the

8 bad stuff back in the plant, and then everybody

9 plays stupid to make money. You know. It's a

10 problem.

11 I asked in 2.206, you know, because I

12 knew that fishy things were going on. I asked for a

13 special inspection, or AIT, or some sort of a

14 thorough investigation, because, you know, I knew

15 that funny things were going on, and having people

16 not being truthful.

17 I did a ADAMS look-up and I count a 300

18 percent increase in BWR SRV LERs, increase in BWR

19 LERS-since the year 2000, per ADAMS. So there's

20 been a 300 percent increase since the year 2000 to

21 about 2011, 2012.

22 Why is there an increase in LERs? Why

23 -how come there's so many documented more problems?

24 And we know that hardly any of their problems get

25 documented. So how come there's such a startling
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1 increase in SRV problems, and there's documented

2 problems?

3 I don't think the ASME code's any good.

4 You know, that's all written by the NRC. I mean

5 it's written by the money of the nuclear industry. I

6 think the whole ASME is baloney, because they

7 shouldn't have allowed this to happen. There's

8 tremendous stress on Vermont Yankee, and Entergy, as

9 it sits right now, we've got a recent article on low

10 growth is insufficient for the health of the

11 electric industry. That's a new thing coming in.

12 Then we've got the natural gas fracking

13 that's driving down electric prices. And then we got

14 a Wall Street--somebody in Wall Street analysis,

15 saying that Vermont Yankee isn't making any money,

16 so they should be shut down.

17 So a 300 percent increase in safety

18 release valves, License Event Reports since 2002.

19 And, you know, nobody ever--the NRC doesn't get back

20 to you and all that, as I already said. You know,

21 the NRC gives fragmentary information, and nobody

22 ever talked to me about what--you know, why are the

23 components in that actuator not qualified to 400

24 degrees?

25 You know, tens of thousands of--hundreds
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1 of thousands of parts and components in a nuclear

2 plant--and Vermont Yankee's a small plant, that's

3 probably why they get away with more stuff. And you

4 think about a fleet of nuclear power plants.

5 There's millions of components, and stuff, and if

6 this thing is going on--you know, this is

7 representative of the industry as a whole, you guys

8 got a lot of problems.

9 Like I asked, you know, this thing was

10 just beginning back--when this was beginning, back

11 in the spring of 2010, professionals, nuclear

12 professionals would have asked the extent of the

13 condition cause, it would have immediately struck

14 out at them that this thing is not a isolated

15 condition. It affects all the SRVs, possibly could

16 be fleet-wide and nationwide. Like I said, you

17 know, computer models, they're complex. Nobody

18 understands them. Average people--even a lot of NRC

19 people don't understand it.

20 And a lot of subtle judgments. I mean,

21 everything--they say it's engineering and it's

22 absolute evidence, computer models, and stuff, and

23 it's like--it's primo evidence and stuff like that.

24 But everybody knows that on computer

25 models. The problems with it, it's too complex.
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1 Very few people understand it. People can diddle

2 with a couple a the inputs, and stuff like that, and

3 drastically change the output to their way, and

4 stuff like that. You know?

5 It's like everything. Computer models

6 have a good side of them, and you can't live without

7 them. On the other side of them, you know, like all

8 of science and technology, you can either use it for

9 good or use it for bad. And new science, new

10 technology, all that sort a stuff, either leverages

11 the ability of doing good or doing bad. That's what

12 new science and technology does. It just leverages,

13 gets you more power to do good or bad.

14 And, you know, I think, like nuclear

15 power as a whole, you could use it in a way that

16 does a lot of good, or you can use it in a way that

17 the end result is it damages our nation a lot more

18 than we realize.

19 I talked about the Target Rock in an

20 inspection report in October 23rd, 2012. They got a

21 report December 4th, 2010, that problem report for

22 embrittled thread seals. I mean, just it's

23 mindboggling, for Target Rock, that they didn't know

24 they got the wrong material in there. The *bunahan*

25 was wrong material. It's not believable. It's
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1 implausible. It's implausible for the NRC, and

2 Entergy to not immediately know it's not the

3 *bunahan* that's wrong, it's the wrong material.

4 It's not qualified to be at 400 degrees.

5 And that's the wrong--we don't know if

6 it was bought, somebody penny-pinching, what's going

7 on. You know, like I said, we only see the surface

8 and we don't see the deep dark ocean, and stuff like

9 that. You don't allow us to see, you know, the deep

10 dark ocean, and stuff like that.

11 December 4th, 2010. Target Rock was

12 investigating what was wrong with the *bunahan*, and

13 it's just implausible that people didn't immediately

14 know what was wrong. And to go into tech specs,

15 requires the reactor shut down at pressure below 150

16 pounds in 24 hours with two or more SRVs inoperable.

17 And there was two. There was two inoperable. Like I

18 said, one leak wasn't bad enough. I think that's

19 kind of funny.

20 And- like I said, that's false, and I

21 believe they all knew that those four SRVs were

22 leaking--were the wrong material and inop, and like

23 I said, it's contextual.

24 With the tritium issue, and the politics

25 of Vermont, and anybody perceiving Entergy and the
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1 NRC as being not truthful, and playing footsies and

2 stuff like that. You know, I personally think they

3 seen that, everybody's seen that, or when it showed

4 itself in the 2010 outage, and stuff like that, they

5 thought, you know, hey, if we tell them the truth

6 here, it's just going to make plant operations a lot

7 more harder, if the truth was told, and it would

8 probably shut us down.

9 Well, aren't we going to be shut down

10 anyway, in the summer of--I mean, in the spring of

11 2010, they must have thought? And stuff. But you

12 know.

13 And one more thing. This will certainly

14 shut us down. So I think that everybody went on--

15 they knew what was wrong with them SRVs, and stuff,

16 and they were telling half-truths to support the

17 Vermont Yankee operation and stuff. I think this is

18 a big cover-up, and in the old days, a cover-up was

19 back in the AEC days and stuff, in the sixties and

20 seventies.

21 You know, you had horsepower. The

22 Agency, and a plant like--a company like Entergy or

23 another--I know Entergy wasn't around--but these big

24 utilities, and stuff like that. They had horsepower.

25 So how you did a cover-up in them days is you just
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1 withheld the information, and you have so much

2 horsepower to withhold that information, and terror

3 with your employees, you were more certain that that

4 information wasn't going to get out and stuff, until

5 you had plant problems, and then you look back, and

6 you found all these problems, and it made it worse.

7 So the solution to that bad old way of

8 doing cover-ups was, you know, hiding problems

9 permanently only makes it certain that for five

10 years, somebody's going to tell the story, and it's

11 going to be bad, and it's going to be just as bad as

12 if the story came out in the beginning.

13 So I mean, the way everybody knows now

14 how you do a cover-up is you dilute the story. In

15 the beginning, you don't tell all the bad

16 information. You play games, and you bring out your

17 PhDs, and all the educated people, you play

18 peekaboo, and you hide information, and you withhold

19 investigations, and you withhold vendor

20 investigations as along as you can.

21 You structure the whole thing so that

22 the information doesn't come out until four, five

23 years later, and nobody cares, and nobody can pick

24 up the fragments of all this information and put it

25 together, and stuff like that.
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1 And you know, that stuff, that's the way

2 you do a cover-up nowadays. That's the good way you

3 do a cover-up, because you very seldom get caught.

4 And that's what I think has happened

5 here, because we didn't get that clear inspection

6 report, and everybody was withholding information to

7 keep Vermont Yankee running. Behind the scenes, you

8 have Entergy was throwing these things to

9 investigative contractors and what have you and, you

10 know, it didn't show up for a year. Then once it

11 showed up a year later, we were already back up with

12 the next outage, so, you know, had two years with

13 the bad SRVs, and stuff like that.

14 And, you know, I mean how long can it go

15 on? And Entergy didn't pay a price. They didn't

16 shut down Vermont Yankee. They didn't pay a price

17 of not being allowed to go at power, being punished

18 by, you know, you stay down for a month or two or

19 six months, because you're dishonest with the public

20 or something like that.

21 And I think that's the only thing that

22 keeps all you guys straight is somebody up there

23 with a conscience, and he's transparent, and he has

24 the power to swing this sledgehammer down and this

25 is the way it goes, and this is the price you're
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1 going to pay.

2 And you either tell the truth in the

3 beginning, and it's going to be a little price. But

4 you're going to have to pay it. Or if you play

5 games, and if you tell half-truths, and you hide

6 information, and I catch you, you're going to pay a

7 price that you'll regret for a long time.

8 I'll make it so that just a little tell

9 the truth in the beginning is a lot less painful

10 than the kind of trouble you'll get in if you're

11 dishonest and you're sneaky and stuff.

12 You know, I think that's what the Agency

13 needs generally, you know, 80 percent of the Agency

14 employees I found are really nice people, and stuff

15 like that. And they're honest and they're ethical,

16 and they want to do the good thing, and stuff like

17 that. But the system behind it stinks. It stinks.

18 The higher-ups have a lot of power, and they got

19 their little fingers on all these employees, and

20 half of them don't want to tell the truth, and they

21 want to feed their families, and stuff like that.

22 You know, 80 percent are good. If it

23 was me, 20 percent of the NRC employee I'd fire on

24 the spot. But that's me.

25 So to go on with that first LER, you
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1 know, I talked about 2002 and 2008. I talked about

2 the Vermont Yankee performed an Operating Experience

3 Review, and did not identify degradation of the

4 thread seals as a generic issue. That's an abject

5 lie. Vermont Yankee performed an Operating

6 Experience Review, and did not identify degradation

7 of the thread seals to be a generic issue.

8 Well, I suppose, you know, it's not--

9 well, it's degradation of the wrong material; right?

10 But it's the wrong material. But that's a lie.

11 That's a lie, and if it people being stupid, I'd

12 rather have a lie than people being stupid like

13 that, and not realizing what it is.

14 You know, a lie comes--you have some

15 intelligence behind you. If you're just stupid, then

16 there's no hope for you. You never know--you never

17 can fix yourself; right? If you've got

18 intelligence, and you see the writing on the wall of

19 what you can get away with, then you might be able

20 to fly straight. But as far as being stupid, you

21 know, I think being stupid is a lot worse problem

22 than being corrupt. Being stupid is really bad.

23 You know, they replaced the SRVs in

24 2011, probably with *bunahan* again. You know, net

25 risk perspective. You know, it's a little problem.
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1 It's isolated. We got computer models up the yin-

2 yang that are so complicated, nobody can understand,

3 and stuff like that.

4 It's always--you know, it's a black box.

5 Who can challenge us if we're not telling the truth?

6 You know, we always say, oh, geez, risk-informed

7 regulation is God, and nobody can challenge that

8 because we don't understand what you're saying when

9 you're talking about risk-informed, and it's the new

10 way of lying, is you say something about risk

11 perspectives.

12 On October 21st, based on review of the

13 analysis--we can't see any of that stuff. You know,

14 the review of the analysis. You know, you've all put

15 that behind a wall. We can't see the analysis. We

16 can't understand if you guys are playing a game with

17 us, because everything is hidden behind these

18 processes, these private processes, and stuff.

19 The NRC says that they observed it and

20 all that sort of stuff. But we can't see that we

21 have--the NRC is unscrutinizable. As with Entergy.

22 They're totally unscrutinizable, and so they've got

23 a mountain of information, and then the NRC

24 basically writes one sentence about that mountain of

25 information, and that one sentence might be correct,
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1 but as far as the mountain of information,

2 information underneath it, it could be as crooked as

3 hell.

4 So that's the problem with these one or

5 two sentence responses, or the NRC check marks, that

6 they do, and stuff like that, without an explanation

7 about it.

8 And then we get into the first

9 inspection report, and, you know, a little bit more

10 than they tell us, you know. Inspection report,

11 2010-002. No. That was--wasn't that 2011-001? I

12 thought. And you tell us a little bit more.

13 And then you look--you know, in that

14 inspection report, you start looking at the problems

15 with the HPCI, the gasket problems, and stuff like

16 that. Like replacement problems, these idiots put

17 the gasket out, and they put in a, more or less an

18 elastomer, or rubber-like material that wasn't

19 qualified, because probably--because they didn't

20 have the part in stock at Vermont Yankee, they had

21 to send out to Texas for it, and stuff like that.

22 And, you know, it's kind of like the SRV problem;

23 right?

24 You didn't have the right parts. The

25 vendor gave them the right parts. You didn't have
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1 it in storage. There's a whole bunch of procedures

2 everybody violated. They're complicated procedures,

3 and stuff like that.

4 We don't get this like for like problem

5 mentioned with the SRVs until the last inspection

6 report. How come that's like that? How come the,

7 you know, like for like problem that was identified

8 in our last NRC inspection on the SRVs--how come two

9 years later? How come we didn't get that in the

10 outage of two--or the very next inspection report,

11 or the LER? How come we didn't get a detailed

12 explanation? How come everybody's so stupid?

13 You think they're--I know it's a

14 complicated machine out there, and a complicated

15 organizations, and you've got to have really smart

16 people to keep everybody straight. I know there's

17 really smart people in these organizations.

18 And this thing here being so stupid is

19 just impossible, unless it was set up like that, you

20 know, to act stupid. But I mean, it's better to be

21 stupid than to get caught, you know, with wrecking

22 your integrity. And that's what happens.

23 Everybody's integrity is protected, and the people

24 in the community aren't protected. And then we go

25 on to the next LER update.
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1 Then you start getting little--then

2 they're still sure -- it's the thermal degradation

3 and it's not the wrong material.

4 You know? A few little things more they

5 tell. Talk about. Then the next, April 4th, 2011,

6 April 21st. Then you get another inspection report.

7 2011-008. And then the NRC comes in, and starts--

8 you know, we got our Type 2 type actuator, and it's

9 only qualified to 150 degrees, and something about

10 cooling slots, and, oh, yeah, that's got to be--you

11 know, elevated temperatures, the *bunahan* is only

12 qualified to 125 degrees, and it's 185 degrees, and

13 we got insulation around the fins, the new fins that

14 the last SRVs, the old SRVs never had, and stuff

15 like that.

16 And a lot of this is new information.

17 How come this wasn't in the beginning? How come the

18 whole thing wasn't put out in the beginning, in an

19 evaluation, or an inspection report, or a augmented

20 inspection, or a special inspection, or a Department

21 of Justice inspection of some sort? Or an FBI

22 inspection.

23 How come this whole thing wasn't laid

24 out in the beginning, because that information was

25 available. And I don't believe a word, that any of
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1 you people are stupid. I know better than that. You

2 people all have really high IQs, to be where you,

3 really, really, really high IQs, especially top

4 managers up above. You can't be a manager with a

5 low IQ, and stuff. So I know you're smart.

6 How did this get by? How does this

7 stuff get by? From what they said, it just usually

8 means it's happening all over the place. That's the

9 Type 2 actuators. You know, like I said, why wasn't

10 that back in 2002? How come that wasn't in the

11 inspection report, and an evaluation of--oh, yes,

12 the Type 2's a good deal, or it's not.

13 And, you know, obviously, if you would

14 look at that, it sounds to me like the Purchasing

15 Department didn't know what the hell they were

16 talking about when they bought that, and that's a

17 whole 'nother problem.

18 And, you know, brought the bad

19 information up so everybody could look at the

20 information and prevent Entergy from making a bad

21 move, and stuff like that.

22 So, you know, slots. You're going on

23 to, you know, talking about nitrogen tank outside

24 again, but, you know, I don't know how many SRVs you

25 did the evaluation on. But we do know that four of
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1 the SRVs have had the improper stuff in there, and

2 we don't know the leak rate of all four of them.

3 And you had a warning back in 1994, when

4 the nitrogen system overwhelmed, and stuff, and, you

5 know, we never talked about the complexity, all that

6 piping that gets fit in a nitrogen tank, and all

7 that sort of stuff, and having a simple accumulator

8 right next to the plant that's only designed to be

9 operated once, which is questionable in itself, when

10 they normally operated around 270 times in an

11 accident, but, you know, the actual--the

12 accumulators, local accumulators only did one to

13 five times, and blowing like that, and stuff.

14 But the good part of them, those local

15 accumulators, there's no complexity. There's very

16 little complexity. It's right up next to the valve,

17 and there's no long piping systems that can be bent

18 or torn or degraded, or, you know, going to the

19 outside in all the procedures, and, you know, all

20 that--all the stuff associated with more complexity,

21 and stuff. Nobody ever talks about that.

22 And then we get to the, you know, the

23 inspection report, and that's the first time they

24 talk about like for like. Just like the HPCI gasket

25 problem and stuff. Like for like. Problems with
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1 controlling the vendors and the quality of

2 components with vendors, and stuff.

3 Trouble with like for like. Issues with

4 the gasket, not being able to have that shit on

5 site, right on the ready, and having to order stuff

6 from Texas, and all that sort of stuff.

7 You know, not being ready. Worst of all,

8 you can cut pennies by that kind of stuff, not

9 having the right components, and stuff like that.

10 But if you get caught with your pants down, you

11 ought to pay the price. You ought to say, you know,

12 well, we tried to get away with it, and we tried to

13 save a little money, and, you know, that's really

14 not a bad thing there in the corporate world, making

15 money and stuff.

16 But if we get caught with our pants

17 down, we got to pay a price. We can't buy our way

18 out of not paying a price.

19 In other words, you're shut down until

20 you get the right actuators, or you call that HPCI

21 line inop, or you call HPCI inop, and you carry

22 through with the tech specs requirements for

23 shutdown, and you pay that price. And if it got

24 worse to worse, the NRC would put the price on you,

25 but you know the next time you do this, you're going
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1 to sit there--oh, well, you know, if we get caught,

2 Jesus, the price of this would--you know--I mean,

3 just as soon tell the truth and get it over with,

4 and stuff like that.

5 So that's what I'm saying, you know, and

6 if they have a inappropriate storage system, or

7 repair part system, and stuff like that, and they

8 don't pay a price for it, where's the incentive to

9 fix it?

10 Where is the incentive to fix this

11 thing, and not let that happen again? Where is the

12 incentive of if the NRC doesn't admit there are

13 problems, and they have no incentive to fix

14 themselves--where are we going to be?

15 MR. KIM: Mr. Mulligan, this is James

16 Kim, and it's almost 3 o'clock.

17 MR. MULLIGAN: Can I have another five

18 minutes, and I'll be done? Probably before that. I'm

19 almost done.

20 MR. KIM: Okay.

21 MR. MULLIGAN: All right. I was on a

22 roll there. Well, I'll just read October, the

23 October 31st, 2002, and out of this latest license

24 inspection report. However, Entergy--it says: I have

25 a problem with the actuator spin nut seals were
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1 degraded, actuator--how come it was the threaded

2 seals all the way through this, and then all of a

3 sudden, this inspection report, the inspector says

4 actuator spin nut seals were degraded?

5 How come it's a new set of words? You

6 know? How come they can't say the same problem, or

7 the same set of words for the same seal that was--

8 how come everybody's changing the phrases and stuff

9 like that? No wonder why everybody's confused.

10 "However, Entergy evaluation of the seal

11 incorrectly concluded the seal material was

12 defective in the new unit, and the new *bunahan*

13 seal was installed."

14 So where is that in the updated LER? You

15 know, the LER on this. How come that is not

16 updated? You know, because it'll probably have to

17 say that all four SRVs were inop and none were

18 operable. And like I said, you know, the problem

19 with that is you can't see, you don't have a god's

20 eye view in the containment of the SRV actuators.

21 You're mostly guessing at what's going on in there.

22 You can't--you know, it's the strangest thing.

23 Like the SRV inaccuracies, and all that

24 sort of stuff. I mean, you have a tech specs that

25 says this demands immediate shutdown. But you can't
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1 see the sin in order to, you know, to get into that

2 tech spec shutdown. You can't see what's going on

3 inside there.

4 But you have to wait a year before you

5 can see that sin, and it should have been shut down

6 a year before. You know, it's insane. It's

7 absolutely insane.

8 And it was due--the NRC: "The *bunahan*

9 was not defective. Failure of material due to

10 exceeding a thermal limit of 225 degrees." See.

11 That's all that--yes, it's just material was

12 exceeding a thermal rating of 225 degrees. Why

13 wasn't that known in the beginning?

14 Why wasn't that inspection report before

15 2010? Well, I'm just about done, and that's all I--

16 you know, I'm saying that I believe there was a

17 cover-up. This whole thing was a cover-up. This

18 whole thing of this fractured information and

19 incomplete LER, and the LER doesn't have--you know,

20 because--you know, if you start documenting the

21 stuff, if you start putting it in the Vermont

22 Yankee's words, or Entergy/Vermont Yankee's words,

23 you start putting in the LER the truth and stuff

24 like that--I think everybody's afraid that, oh,

25 well, the state's going to get a handle on that, and
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1 they're going to shut us down because of our own

2 words and stuff, in the LER. We'll indict

3 ourselves, and that'll be a reason for the state to

4 shut us down, and the legal system behind it, and

5 stuff like that.

6 I think this whole thing was an attempt

7 to not give bad words to the state and the legal

8 system on the condition of Vermont Yankee, and stuff

9 like that.

10 You know, I don't know whether the

11 courts were to shut down Vermont Yankee on this, or

12 similar kind of events, and stuff like that, but I

13 think that's the motivation of this whole thing, is

14 to give fractured information and incomplete

15 information, and information across through, you

16 know, the NRC's half-assed information, and the

17 LER's incomplete information.

18 And then we can put this thing together.

19 Not even the smart lawyers and the

20 environmentalists, and all that sort of stuff could

21 put this whole thing together, and stuff like--I

22 think this whole thing was smart people conspiring

23 to not create a threat of a shutdown.

24 I think that's what this is all about,

25 and it's clear as day, and, you know, and that's the
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1 best on it. If everybody is so stupid as the

2 paperwork shows, you know, then that even condemns

3 you the more. If everything is this--the system is

4 so convoluted, and chaos, and nobody can make heads

5 or tails of what's going on, or what shit we got in

6 the plant, and stuff like that, and we're incapable

7 of correcting ourselves, that condemns everybody a

8 lot more, and it means we're in a lot more dangerous

9 condition.

10 Again, thank you for this opportunity to

11 talk to you. I appreciate it very much.

12 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Okay. Thank you for

13 your comments, Mr. Mulligan. At this time, does the

14 staff here at headquarters, have any questions for

15 Mr. Mulligan?

16 MR. KIM: I just have one question. This

17 is James Kim. Mr. Mulligan, you mentioned that there

18 is a 300 percent increase in LERs for SRVs.

19 MR. MULLIGAN: Yes.

20 MR. KIM: How many LERs are we talking

21 about? Is it increased from ten to thirty, or just

22 give me just a rough number of LERs so I can--

23 MR. MULLIGAN: I think it was like

24 around nine--I mean, I'll send you--can I send you

25 an e-mail? And I'll show you what my--

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



1 MR. KIM: Please do. Okay. Thank you.

2 MR. MULLIGAN: I think it was a certain-

3 -like a 12 month, or 14 month timeframe, from in

4 around 2000. A 14 or a 15 month, the same number of

5 timeframe around--and the same dates, in around

6 2011, 2012, and stuff like that.

7 MR. KIM: Okay.

8 MR. MULLIGAN: And that gave you

9 something like between nine in 2009 and 27 in 2011,

10 or something like that.

11 MR. KIM: Okay. Thank you.

12 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Any other

13 headquarters questions?

14 MR. BILLERBECK: This is John

15 Billerbeck. Can you hear me?

16 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Yes.

17 MR. BILLERBECK: I have a question.

18 Excuse me. Mr. Mulligan, about 19 or 20 minutes

19 ago, I sensed that you were, from your voice, pretty

20 agitated, and you said things like the staff was

21 corrupt, stupid, liars. You indicated that 20

22 percent should be fired on the spot.

23 At around that same time, you said the

24 NRC will pay a price, I will make you pay a price.

25 And I was just wondering if you could elaborate for
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1 us what exactly you meant by those words.

2 MR. MULLIGAN: Well, I'll be exactly

3 clear. I hope nobody's interpreting--well, I can

4 see how you could, you know, interpret it as a

5 threat of some sort. But it wasn't meant to be a

6 threat. I mean, if you act in this insane manner of

7 stuff, and being half-blind, and stuff like that,

8 you'll pay a price, like all the bad plants you've

9 got going now. Fort Calhoun, San Onofre, TVA,

10 Palisades, and stuff like that. You will not figure

11 out what is wrong, absolutely figure out what is

12 wrong, if you will not change your organizations to

13 minimize it, and the problems will increase.

14 And like I was trying to--like I laid

15 out there, you know, you've got a lot of stress on

16 the industry--natural gas, Wall Street analysis that

17 says that there's a lot of trouble in the industry,

18 and the idea that you don't have enough grid load in

19 order to make profits so the big utilities are

20 happy. You have a lot of stress there, and stuff

21 like that. And that's what I meant by it. Because

22 you guys will pay a price, and the Agency will pay a

23 price, because an accident will show up, and then

24 all of the sins that I'm talking about, not

25 necessarily exactly the ones I'm talking about--but
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1 similar type of things will show up in the Blue

2 Ribbon Commission panel, and stuff like that, and,

3 you, individually and professionally and career-

4 wise, will pay a price by allowing this to keep

5 happening.

6 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Did that clarify--

7 MR. MULLIGAN: And I did not make a

8 threat on anybody or anything, and I would never

9 make a threat on the Agency, or any kind of

10 violence, or any of that kind of stuff. I would--

11 that's not me. I would never make any of those kind

12 of threats.

13 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Did that clarify it,

14 John?

15 MR. BILLERBECK: I don't have anything

16 further.

17 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Okay. Any questions

18 from the Region?

19 MR. SETZER: None from the Region. Thank

20 you.

21 CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Okay. Mr. Mulligan,

22 thank you again for taking time to provide the NRC

23 staff with clarifying information on the petition

24 you submitted.

25 Before we close, does the court reporter
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need any additional information for the meeting

transcript?

COURT REPORTER: I'm fine. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MUESSLE: Okay. With that, the

meeting is concluded, and we will be terminating the

phone call. Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 3:07 p.m., the above-

entitled matter was concluded.)
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