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Re: Comments on the EIS of the NRC's Nuclear Waste Confidence Rule, Docket ID number
NRC-2012-0246-0001

Dear Ms Bladey:

It is distressing to contemplate the enormous risks and dangers of the increasing volume of high-
level radioactive wastes gathering at reactor sites all over the country. There are still no
technologies or sites for its safe isolation from the biosphere.

After 70 years of the Nuclear Age and with still no resolution of what to do with the waste, I
urge you to make permanent the court-ordered moratorium on issuing operating licenses to new
reactors, to no longer issue license extensions to operating reactors, to rescind all license
extensions already issued to operating reactors, and to implement and oversee the earliest safe
cessation of all U.S. reactor operations.

The reactor disasters at Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima Daiichi are costing society
heavily in terms of lives lost, increases in birth defects and cancers, population dislocations,
long-term environmental damage, economic costs, with "permanent" containment still not
achieved in Chernobyl or Fukushima.

Conditions exist at all U.S. reactor sites that are cause for alarm. Even normal operation of
reactors and the necessary fuel chain, expose miners, factory workers, reactor employees and
downwind or downstream citizens to life-threatening radiation. Scientists agree there is no safe
dose of radiation. It is time to stop this unnecessary radiation of humans and the environment.

Of particular concern to me, regarding our Nation's high level radioactive waste at reactor sites
are the following issues:

Proliferation potential and lax security at reactor sites.

Urgent need to factor Climate Change risks into stronger regulations to safeguard the public.

Urgent need of off-site emergency power to keep fuel rods cool in irradiated fuel pools.

Urgent need to reduce serious overcrowding of irradiated fuel assemblies at fuel pools.

Urgent need to transfer eligible fuel rods from fuel pools to hardened, dry cask storage units.
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Need to give more oversight of plant aging problems.

NRC needs to make safety and security rules more stringent and to ENFORCE them.

Most fuel pools are inadequately protected from terrorists, super-storms or upstream dams.

Current reprocessing or "recycling" technologies are flawed and not acceptable.

It is critical for the NRC to initiate a real Blue Ribbon Commission to address the problem of
what to do with the mounting quantities of radioactive waste. This new Commission needs a
balance of scientists and specialists who are nuclear supporters, nuclear opponents and
independent thinkers. The pool of candidates for this Commission should be international. The
world would welcome this opportunity to collaborate on such an important project.

The nuclear power experiment has been given a fair trial. It continues to receive huge public
funding via subsidies at most stages of the fuel cycle, in addition to the Price Anderson Act, but
is still far from being self sufficient. This experiment has generated unacceptable risks and
dangers to public and environmental health worldwide. I believe all the taxpayer subsidies
should be halted, and the taxpayer support should go toward the resolution of what to do with all
the accumulated wastes of all levels of toxicity. Please enable the halt of further nuclear reactor
generation of electricity (therefore radioactive waste) as soon as possible.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Patricia Birnie
patbirnie@greenbicycle.net

520-661-9671


