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Storage 

Kathleen Brubaker passed on your December 20, 20121etter of preliminary determination of no affect regarding 
a license amendment for the subject project. Before we are able to respond or concur with your determination, 
we would like additional information regarding your agency's action. These questions may be addressed in the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) that was completed for the proposed license amendment. However, we do not 
have the EA in this office. 

We are unclear on the following issues: 

1. Is bay water being used to cool the spent fuel. If so, are there screens on the intake tube(s) sufficient to 
preclude larval tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi), a federally endangered species, 
from entering the pump and associated circulatory system? 

2. If by water is being used to cool the spent fuel, what is the temperature of the discharge water; specifically in 
relation to ambient temperatures for bay water away from the project area? 

3. Our understanding is that the spent fuel is contained within stainless steel canisters. What we do not know is 
how this precaution relates to a potential radiation leak due to earthquake or tsunami. Please provide us with all 
precautions in place that provides protection from earthquake and tsunami events, or other foreseeable natural
occurring events. 

An e:mail response is sufficient to provide a written record for our files. If these issues have not been 
addressed, then a modified EA should be provided in conjunction with your revised determination. We can 
then respond to your agency's no affect determination. 

Thank you. 

Jim 
Direct: (707) 825-5124 

Jim Watkins 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521 

(707) 822-7201 
jim h watkins@1Ws.gov 
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