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January 2, 2013

Cindy Bladey, Chief -_
Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch J) ,

Office of Administration F-Z]
Mail Stop: TWB-05-B01M ,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission P 3
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 M

C/3

Re: Comments on the EIS of the NRC's Nuclear Waste Confidence Rule, Docket ID
number NRC - 2012 - 0246

Ms Bladey:

As members of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, formed
in 1915, we have become increasingly concerned about the continuing generation
and accumulation of high-level, highly dangerous radioactive waste presently stored
in vulnerable pools and casks. No solution currently exists regarding how or where
to keep these wastes isolated from living creatures for the requisite millennia. We
are fearful for our children, their children, and future generations destined to inherit
these perpetual Pandora's Boxes.

Scientists have known since at least the era of Madame Marie Curie that there
is no safe dose of radiation. In spite of that knowledge, the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and its predecessor Atomic Energy Commission have
permitted workers and the public to be exposed to man-made radiation on a daily
basis during the normal operation of nuclear power reactors and during every other
phase of the uranium fuel cycle, starting with the mining of uranium ore.

We find the routine and accidental exposure to radiation for the purpose of generating electricity to be
unacceptable and believe it is imperative for the NRC to stop its condoned exposure of nuclear workers, other
human beings and living creatures, and the environment as soon as possible.

We welcome this opportunity to submit comments to you, hoping your dialogue with scientists and other
members of the public will lead to a breakthrough technical resolution. In fact, we propose that the NRC
embark on a Second Manhattan Project, inviting the world's finest scientific minds to collaborate on seeking
solutions to the essential need to find technologies and locations that can confidently isolate our nation's
accumulated radioactive wastes. Until then, if ever, the United States should stop making more.

Your Blue Ribbon Commission was supposed to resolve the radioactive waste crisis several months ago.
However, the Commission was made up of only people committed to nuclear power and its continuing generation
of radioactive waste. SUNSI Review Complete
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The Second Manhattan Project that we and others before us have suggested must enlist and appoint the
finest scientific minds -- including nuclear power believers, opponents, and independents. This proposed
new commission needs problem-solvers. May we suggest Bob Alvarez, Senior Scholar, Institute for Policy
Studies; Joni Arends, Executive Director, Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety; Jackie Cabasso, Executive
Director, Western States Legal Foundation; Helen Caldicott, President, Nuclear Policy Research Institute and
Helen Caldicott Foundation; Katherine Fuchs, Progam Director, Alliance for Nuclear Accountability; Arnie
Gundersen, Chief Engineer, Fairewinds Associates; Dan Hirsch, Director, Committee to Bridge the Gap; Kevin
Kamps, Radioactive Waste Watchdog, Beyond Nuclear; Marylia Kelley, Executive Director, Tri-Valley Cares;
Arjun Makhijani, President, Institute for Energy and Environmental Research; Michael Mariotte, Executive
Director, Nuclear Information and Resource Service; Marvin Resnikoff, Senior Associate, Radioactive Waste
Management Associates; and Alice Slater, New York Director, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, for your
consideration?

We urge you to refrain from asking Congress to legislate a political solution, and implore you --- at this time --
- to minimize the transport of high-level radioactive waste on our highways, railways, waterways, and airways.

The following comments and concerns are related to the NRC's challenge to create an environmental impact
statement on the NRC's Nuclear Waste Confidence Rule. We urge you to extend your moratorium on the
issuance of new operating licenses and the extension of current licenses until this challenge of this rule is resolved.

Our concerns include the following:

1) The overcrowding of spent fuel pools increases the risk that the highly hazardous fuel assemblies
cannot be kept adequately cool. Drain-down of the requisite coolant due to a terrorist attack, human error
or natural disaster could cause a catastrophic fire or explosion, with huge potential amounts of lethal
radioactivity released to downwind and downstream communities, and with environmental damage lasting
for centuries.

2) Loss of power at reactor sites (for example, from superstorms or sabotage) could disable the pumps
required to keep the spent fuel pool cool. This could cause the boil-off of cooling water and the ignition
of the fuel, or an uncontrollable chain reaction. The NRC must require that emergency power from off-site
sources be available at nuclear power plants at all times, and that submersible pumps be installed and
operable particularly at sites that are vulnerable to flooding.

3) Climate change is exacerbating the already dangerous on-site storage of radioactive waste and its
ultimate permanent disposal. Extreme weather and rising water levels, due to global warming, are of
particular concern at reactors located along and near U.S. coastal areas.

4) The NRC should require that irradiated fuel assemblies that have cooled in spent fuel pools for five
years or longer be transferred into dry-cask storage units as soon as possible. The casks must be
installed on site in fortified areas that are dispersed and camouflaged in order, hopefully, to deter a terrorist

attack by land, water or air, and by persons employed within the facility or by outsiders who gain access.

5) Because design and fabrication flaws exist in dry fuel storage casks already installed at reactor sites,
the current containers should be repaired if possible, or be replaced to provide safer mid- to long-term
storage of the irradiated fuel assemblies. Replacement casks must be designed and built according to
stringent design and fabrication quality assurance criteria.



6) Nuclear power plant aging must be addressed. It is hard to understand how the NRC could have
allowed license extensions and the uprating of power generation at even the nation's oldest reactors. The
aging concern particularly includes those 23 General Electric Mark I reactors that are similar to the four
reactors at Fukushima Daiichi --- an accident still in progress. All older operating reactors have a history of
corrosion, plugged pipes, leakage of radioactive contaminants, and other defects. While the removal of
defective, outdated equipment is essential, the storage of the replaced, highly radioactive components and
structures poses major waste confidence challenges.

7) The NRC must increase the strength of its regulations and the oversight of its enforcement mandates.
The expense of enacting more stringent regulations should not be a factor in establishing the safest, most
confident operation of the nation's nuclear reactors and their radioactive waste storage systems.

Because of a lack of long-term storage and permanent disposal technologies and the lack of a geologically or
politically acceptable location for the nation's irradiated fuel rods and related radioactive wastes, we urge the NRC
to require and oversee the most expeditious cessation of the generation of nuclear reactor wastes. That is, we
believe that all facilities that produce or use nuclear power reactor fuel should be shut down as soon as
possible.

Sincerely,

Laura Roskos
President
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
United States Section


