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Mr. Kenneth 'F, Karch
Director, Division of

Environmentnl Quality
Missouri .,Departmente of,

Natdhral Resources .

P. 0B r1 Msu368 T
Jefferson Cir.y, Missouri, 65101

License No. SUB-1022 i•

Dear Mr. Karch:

- This is:..n responsetto your letter dated June 2, 1976, requesting
:' ""additionil:1iif orma"ion and follow-up, action .relative to the:•~ ? .' ,d it toa'l n-f orato

burial of some seven tons of naturaluranium in a St. Louis County
landfill, in 1973..1>

The information published in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on
oay 30 and June 1, 1976, which was enclosed with your letter
of June 2, 19 7 6,is new to this Office and, :s 'you pointed out,
conflictswith the information obtained by Ou£ inspcctors in

1974, ,Based on this apparent:discrepancy, th4: NRC plans to
initiate a full investigation'into this matter during the week
beginning June 20, 1976. The findings from this investigation,
which will be made available to you, will determine the need
for further NRC action. At the conclusion of the investigation,
all documents relative to this burial will be provided to your
Office. . -"1

With respect to your June 2, 1976 letter, I would like to
clarify one apparent misconception at this .tihe. The Cotter
Corporation,_.which was respon'sible for this burial, was an
AEC licensee --- not an AEC subcontractor. Consequently, .the
Energy ResearCh and Development Administration has no
responsibility with regard to this material. As a former
licensee, the NRC will look to Cotter Corporation to correct

• any safety or environmental related problems identified
'.-through our investigation.

Regarding your other request that this office obtain from
materials licensees in the State of Missouri records of low

.level radioactive waste burials under 10 CFR 20.304, I must
reiterate that there is no NRC regulation that requires
reporting waste burials under 20.304. Therefore, there is no
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basis for such,a request to the licensees. If you believe
that the NRC's current regulations concerning such burials
are inadequate, you may petition the NRC for consideration of
a change of the regulations. This rulemaking petition should
be submitted under the provisions of 10 CFR 2.802, a copy of
which is enclosed.

If you have any questions concerning the above, please let meknow. : .•:i} ,. .. . . . .

,, .•., Sincerely yours,
tt.... )¢1./P

', "..'j J tmes G. Keppler
egional Director

Enclosure, -: .. 
* d" .Yur:

10 CFR,2.802, ,

cc w/o encl, w/ltr.-dtd 6/2/76: -
R. J. CokeEPA Region VII
M. W..Freivogel,:.St. Louis Post-Dispatch_...
D. P. Marcott, Cotter Corporation
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rml; -j.n ur i ~~ j .. ~ is prdtai
hi d i. ]:Pxse of radirtun. two
51u~ .7" u -%0 !%'t e S11tJ;.11011 say,.

* .. ~~ e . *' Zr~it !%=S~and =;i~ O~f A
* z.' t-_ .t .it the ':Wc.;Ti-ake

tli a 1 ~ i .th--- i_ onily Mle 0f A`-erJI
-~: ., dn-.n. s~ii- Koýnrseih M..

T~ere :s no evidencte that the WefSt Like
i- t'd .m .:h L.izard. but i! a!ppar-

e-,t" ccn''' .'d !e~ ! 'tullS:hwere

.t, ri .i.3ds 0, :he trxisicho~n
~ :l u~.CJISto ha-.e incorrect

re"r_' "- 2t ::h vohrr.! and !ocatiofl

.41'.;m?:i m'~n:orcd in

M. k- c iCNS- ý3: lr)avd P. Manritt.
extculvi;~.~. -''ee! #if Critter Ctirp .which

r:- a- i .ate maieriat it extract
t, - ~ tI

*'~n t. nnepo-r cent of the timp they

*n k~i i. n lli.v hate v.-%'emtto~ SItjt;d.;i. :."e~
..A.. f.i~z t' n atnd a '- a metniter of ;:

I.uu 'd~Ii i.0.te ýce them do a Iýetter e.*
tfjjr. .tt , .ud

.. dt' J Karch ý3-Id ihey were dl :ut! vJ by
I. si-e incident lxruse it -.%a%. fit t!e:r-

* i't~ai i,'irit~eof se.Iii.u- gpp tht t1:; in

*1C I ietter.,t N'tex Rr eutitory "Dtimirn"s~.

SCmunin;.;~in~i I: tion ,,!:mt z;wndtJ toif;e s
(-j p;, h.,.*ti thv of'ithi! ; said. Sta~te 1*

c ~;i,ýxx no Laithirritv int t for the 1- !, r at
agt nry. they '"id.

1.hy lis~c!ted :er prot~rms. Includinig:
(1) ln:tdr'-Tmtfo mn~t',rirv,* -if 3 dispo'ial site 2t

ISinrl',Jr F-armn- rct,'r r't'ieiihi. Mo.. wherte low-
lrv~ r:*d:i':ict !5 1-!!rvwed in pt;itic h-.s.
(2) i¶d-:I't-i lr-p:irt'iw.v; for Ivs:;ahC acci-

dentts it ~',* if rw Ir power pt:ints situated rear
enough tn Mlissmiri tot cause injury in the sta-e
an.d .frwni Union Electric Cempariys Co lw
Cmr'iv' rpta'! nowt lur.'!ýr c-aorfr¶rtion.

.. 1 t-.i:ad itpqw ;mIitr1niin to thr franK1,Yr1W*:Tn
Of *eI i I. d ri.tttis *hynough itic statt. Trr-

Stat -Mr~tivr Co-, !he rcttraflspoiTr Of
nuarta! mate-rtias in the nation is haed in
.1.ptsn. Nit) finw~rm. mnst 111 1ts ca; co *Iti-S re't
:.js threiuh MJtsnoiri. a stiiul v by tthe Dierpatt.

:ner: -f '. .;..r it P"-''ur es fooi'ts d,
X.!rv it 'i \'d.! f:tiltd its ri-n-Jiiqtot

7LtJ .ilt ust- IoIIe.nct ;I rad;.JtfIon pr.itpcti'on J..f
d(I tog thI. L.ist 'ws•.iun. It wuold h-,'e er1.XA
Sr .'d state -of ticitaN to mni fln rtot mt ff.t e i Vt.tiv

pita *.t It, dvj;w:j I asnd Ira mpor'Aw tn M. h tje ~
e llffis !iý plan Iv urge ena-tit.-ni of the t-gi 'a.
,fien agatin sq,•: `%ion-r

_• "Th' {,{:,' gemo, vo~t,' J1.1 4 ;arc.'l m rrn,-,: ',I
III" .!,. tholij..h anod (impi-lIWI1ivv, juh.-.'4.04M I;l:d +"*1hv-.:-e fuiifed it- ;vefpl solsrs sn p.-.jl

'%I| ;t : r•,+,, ;,.. 1.tt'.z..- l't.rera m •Jrunt of rid l-
" ph.tima;+ .rt : ,le .iii-I !hrý 'rv- t1,.ng rdi re r.f
that I•n ,"is the I smtitm f ht11ý h p-I týn Im•h - o.+•.m:•imt+• nl-. once

• •\(I•erv't v'-ar&.. . .. •'
.A h',~lr I atlo~m.. sai -t HI.l ,ficMia said h•.

theught tihs menitoring program W31 compre.
hen.ivt enfJtit h. •-*.. -

."'If's (I.tihing that vlwe mipht *have got
inci'riv'rt infi'rm.'ttrn (abmu the Weost l.k-
,J;•.p..s•,l). ! ;'tl James AIll'. -hief of the fuel
f -cdilV and material safety branch at IhI-
Nuciea.r Regulatory Commi.s.ion's reginal of.
five in G;l.n Ellyn. I1L. "Biut w-in there.- nn
!ise!tth hazard involved in a 0it6atinn. str•t
miitiuhrini off it would -be ttskin 'pt.'spe w'av
front ino e import ant health i,:es "-

.Alen %.,,:I*. he was not cnrcerned i•)oi th-
• "en'-y being duped. The West lake vpisode wa.;
an i.,,:•1(te tncidrnl, he said.

lIt that a•,'e. F&K "i'nmtrtictior. Cos.. In .
.%inthm ifv' !:!I:,. in. ' *-r't Ik (.,ti

I-on,#-uI -.- -11 t"r: tt, R~~a 131
its %1 .

In b. 1r. x S&LK i 'fiver .idriii t iit-.! eii qf?

J'm- qrvi~ thl.b, I ; o c t he' 'tt

di-; ~ ~ ~ r1 ..a ;iv "41-f:-t t

%31 reD.r-hpri'v :hV :t-' rv srd.!.f'I
IA ~ t.~ ''&in'j.'"~ p -ij ' .ts 'v

.a~ t-r' .n f-tr. .t-g':ti I -it.
SAu . t-i~ .~ h: -.. AP $ .1 .h.gr Wa

unmeo~d 'otiiu.+-n n .!h - -tjt. ..jjj :,j,-. *r 1.1
Fatr mc *U.' 'it ii-.-' ~ i .~t-' :. he %i

* Thl ich- ,r 1971ui :'.iVC *Sx.Cv;,- s h.i
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