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COTTER? CORPOR ATIO' .__P0~LLNC'14XC~OS6ZO
J.Vid 1)

January *7, 1971
Ilk.

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Region 3, Division of Compliance
799 Roosevelt Road
._Glen Ellyn, llinoiso.. 60137.oo.

Re:' Cotter Corporation
SUB-1022 (4805

ttention: Mr. Boy . H. Grier

Dear Mr. Grier:
This letter is 7 "t Deceiber 4, 1970

US.Aoin rneply Co yssourcnso~ne

in which you stated that. certain tksýo~cts of the drying and
processing operations at.Latty Avehije may be in noncompliance with
AEC regulations. Accordingly, we dr at the present time ini
a monitoring prograEm which slhall iiply in all aspects to AEC
regulationsr10 CFR :'0.201(b)".' "

At the present time -rran'gem nts h Xp been made to visit the site
on December :28, 1970. It shld be '-:ted 'that mtonitoring programs
of this type are dependent on s.uccesful operatins of the drying
process and equipoent and that equiment failure or inclement weather
may delanio he initiation 'of this program until a later date. It is
the fulla intestion of this firm to obtain and analyze all the
necessary samples and have them submitted to you in report form on
or before Janbuary .'2 1911. Iuthere"are any f.i"ther questions,
please feel free to o ntcnt mewimmediately.

! he . ery truly yours,

'COTTER CORPc3RATION

By.

Davie P. Marcott

,f ro Executive Vice President
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'ST. LOUIS A Ir•ORT RES1DUES

Location 
.

JZ a sidue : -e oc tetd on :a: 22-acr e trAct r.ear the corner ,of theSt. Louis MXn~icipal Airport.

65
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The land was acquired in 1946/t, -2,

..- It has bee-.n used for stora~e of contaminated residues from processingof c-o.icp:trates :zy .a~linckrodt Chemical Works at the old DestrehanStreet Plan: which was the predecessor to N'eldon Spring.oI ..

It is also used for stcrage of contaminated metal and other'wastematerials. 
.
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2. Description
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a l m o s t. -,. . ' r a - .

i "' - 2 0 0 t o n s f u n iPitch blend ra ffina-te / ." " "4,6i0 tons (113 tons t)Colorado raffinate 
32,500 tons ( 48 tons U),

. *: • ; : .'.' :' [ 
, , :- ,

Bariuum Sulfate Cake: - Unleach~d l',500 tons . C 22 tons U),
* . . . " " 4' 
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Barium Sulfate. Cake;- Leached 8,00'tons ( 7 tons U)
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Hisce-llaneous 
material in Dr=$s .30 tons ( 2 tons U),t.

."' The pitch blend r.a:finate from the Belgi'a'nCon•a.concentrates 
areestL-nated to contain about 2.8 H 1bs."lofcbsbal o a ( 888 Tons)'. :~4 

2.1 M Ibs. of n(ickel (1,040 Tons), •

.( plu s sna4llll z~s q rar.(

1.1 M lbs. of copper ( 549 Tons) .*-4-

earths and other' elements. 
'
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3.3. Efforts to Sel ,l-,t 
-.

In 1962 bids~were-inyited 
on the r-esidues-,ar.;an_,award 

was ade toConte-mrporary Metals. Corpor-ation, Los Angeles.

However, Contempo:-ary failed to furnish '$50,000 perfor.,1ance bond and
pay the $126,S00 bid and -was subsequentýly'found 

in default of the
cont'ra'6t".

* 
•:i.*. 
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.Two invitations were issued in 1964, neither one of which produceda responsive bid.

:" 4. Airport Com•iittee

-ee4 thi Coun.ission a.-:rcved removal of the residues to Weldon
Spring and clean up of tne Airport Site f6%Vike it available for i

trictedipsal. 
(A 194/51 Pro'p sed Extension of Feed" " .-. . . . . . . . . . Plant Contracts)

As a result a Cor-zittee wis designated on August 18 to develop and,after approval, carry oui'.a plan for doing tflfiýe th'ings:(a) Removing the residues to WeIdon Spring;

(b) .,C]eaning up the Site to make itavailable for unrestrictedd4isposal; and 
. -

.. , (c) Disposing of the Site after removal bf t iie residues and
clean 'up. 

''

Recently United Nuclea," ec:ressed an interest in acquiring the residuesand.,vanted 90 days: ýo verify the content of copper, cobalt, nickel.'and other za teria I.s and to'Cr.eck out cheir process for removingther.:"
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At the end of this 90.day period, which runs from September 13, we

should know if it will bt possible to negotiate a sale of the

residues to United Nuclear.'

Their proposal contemplated' payment of about $37,000.

.. "I f . Vs a l e: of : h th e . -.s : f di e s i .n o t p o s s i b l e i t S e s t i a' -"d~t o c o s t: .
• ~~~~~~~. .... . . . .. .. . . .. . . ...............:' ' ... ' ,... .. •• .. ". . . -........ .. . "."..

about ;0.5 H to remove and ndt.`ore-them at:;Ifeln Spei ing.

Tentative thinking by the co-littee is that i could cost on the

. order of another 44XtO-tO-SC0- 3 to .ea- up the. site after• F '.,.. . _. ..... . •

removal of the residues for tUhrestricted dis7csal.-.s

Money for residue removal and site.-clean up 'as not been budgeted

by ORO and is not available here. [:, A.

5., Current Status

The Co.i*tee has a1•ost ccpleted. its survev and accu-mulation of

data on which planning will be bas.ed.

With. resoect to site clean up, preliminary -i--dications are Tthat
,I• ... ~

concrete structures, such as the pilt and stc.-age .•'ne.d,"'can be decon-

tar•inated to permissible levels andvill not .require demolition and

-emoval.

Also leaching of residues . t the 'grorud seems minnima1l
: . .
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L.+• ,% + o l a c h ng o r e id ue i n o th r'.g r otd,,s e e m m i i ma.
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The major problem would appcar to be in 5 acres in the West end

of the area.

This was originall'y low swampy ground, drained by a couple of ditches.

It Was filled and graded and then the Colorado raffinate, some druw•red
I , ,

ma.teria.liand con tarnii.t;ed was-e of all kinds;,:-ere , ..on this fill.

However- th0.-e 'is b =.ried somew'here in the fill- abohut sikx c'rlo ads of

metal scrap, an u -:..o ,, quantity of drums, and a jcep. r -. ,J •

At the moment the Cc:i.ittee is not quite sure of the extent of removal

required for the bu.ried items.
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