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Chief, Rules, Announcements and Directives Branch (RADB)
Division of Administrative Services
Office of Administration
Mail Stop: TWB-05-BO1M
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Subject: Comments on Scope of Environmental Impact Statement Supporting
the Rulemaking to Update the Waste Confidence Decision and Rule
(Docket ID: NRC-2012-0246)

Florida Power and Light Company, the licensee for the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant, Units 1
and 2, and the Turkey Point Nuclear Plant, Units 3 and 4, and its affiliates, NextEra
Energy Seabrook, LLC, the licensee for the Seabrook Station, NextEra Energy Duane
Arnold, LLC, the licensee for the Duane Arnold Energy Center, and NextEra Energy
Point Beach, LLC, the licensee for the Point Beach Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2
(hereafter referred to collectively as "NextEra"), provide comments on the scope of the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Commission's updated Waste
Confidence Decision and Rule.

NextEra endorses the comments of the Nuclear Energy Institute on the scope of the
Waste Confidence EIS ("NEI Comments"), dated January 2, 2013, and offers the
following supporting comments.

As is explained in the NEI Comments, NextEra supports the schedule established by
the Commission in SRM-COMSECY-12-0016 to publish a final waste confidence
decision and rule by September 6, 2014. The schedule allows both for a full review of
the issues identified by the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals and a timely resolution of the
rulemaking process. NextEra believes that maintaining this schedule is an essential
objective, since the Commission will not make final licensing decisions on pending
license applications dependent upon the Waste Confidence Decision until the remanded
issues are resolved.
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Additionally, as the Commission has already determined, the NRC staff should use the
analyses in the 2010 Waste Confidence Decision to the extent possible and should
primarily focus any additional analyses on the three deficiencies identified in the D.C.
Circuit's decision. These issues are: the impacts of failing to establish a permanent
repository; the probability and consequences of future spent fuel pool leaks; and the
probability and consequences of spent fuel pool fires. Because the Court of Appeals
decision did not invalidate all elements of the 2010 Waste Confidence Decision and
supporting Environmental Assessment, the remainder of the 2010 environmental review
should not be revisited. NextEra strongly agrees with the Commission's statement in
SRM-COMSECY-12-0016 that there are "numerous other technical documents and
reports on related issues ... that can, and should, be used to support the necessary
analyses." Given the established schedule, it is very important to avoid an unnecessary
broadening of the scope of the NRC's efforts to respond to the court's remand.

We appreciate the NRC's consideration of NextEra's comments on this important
matter.

Sincerely Yours,

Lar Nicholson
Director of Licensing


